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Unfinished Receiver Roll Call Training:  Innovation at ATF
By Elizabeth Chatelain, Acting Deputy Chief, Leadership and Professional Development

This year marked the re-birth of training under the guidance of HRPD.  As part of the restructuring effort, the Leadership and 
Professional Development Division was tasked with developing and implementing agency-wide training on Unfinished Receiv-
ers.  HRPD’s commitment to excellence and passion to produce deliverable results quickly resulted in a Train the Trainer session 
taking place on April 10, 2014, in Martinsburg, West Virginia.

With strategic precision, the division designed a course insuring agency-wide, consistent training is delivered on emerging trends 
around the country related to unfinished receivers. HRPD focused on providing consistent information agency-wide that, after 
trained, insures ATF speaks with a common voice after receiving identical, in person, training.  

The Advanced Training Branch, 
under the supervision of the Acting 
Chief, Ann Marie Leinemann, in 
partnership with a Subject Matter 
Expert Working Group, designed 
and developed the course. But sim-
ply developing the training was not 
all that was involved. Who would 
deliver it to the field? And how? 
Rather than choose a select few in-
structors and have them “take it on 
the road’  HRPD employed a Train 
the Trainer method to develop 
many instructors and  force multi-
ply to a number of employees with 
significant knowledge in this area. 

Train the Trainer

The “Train the Trainer” philosophy 
insures that HRPD develops a num-
ber of subject matter experts who 
are located throughout the country. 
This method provides a feedback 
mechanism that allows for man-
agement of issues as they arise and 
information sharing across the field 
to  provide relevant  information to 
interested branches. Examination of an Unfinished Receiver and the Train the Trainer Manual

(Photo courtesy Ann Marie Leinemann)
continued on page 3
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With the force multiplying method of “Train the Trainer” in mind, SACs in each field division were asked to provide the 
name of one primary and up to two alternate nominees.  There was no requirement for job series or grade for the nominee, 
the preference was that whomever was chosen currently be an instructor with some firearms expertise.  HRPD brought 
those nominated by their field divisions to Martinsburg for an in depth structured training on how to train their respective 
field division personnel. The Train the Trainer course included background on the training request, the course develop-
ment, presentation of the roll call training material, and administrative information related to scheduling, delivering, and 
documenting the division roll calls.  At the conclusion of the “Train the Trainer” session, the new SMEs were sent home 
with uniform instructional materials to begin training all of the field  to provide  all of ATF with the same information on 
unfinished receivers.

So, who was trained…just the trainers?  No! There was interest from a number of other directorates. Some of those in at-
tendance will  speak to the public about the issue, as media focuses on specific issues involving unfinished receivers. Others 
attended because they had a need to understand what will be trained to the field so communications between their branch 
and the field are consistent. In all, representatives from  PGA, FTB, Firearms Operations Division, Field Operations and 
Counsel attended and all were educated in the same manner the entire field will be educated.

By the end of this fiscal year, all Special Agents, Industry Operation Investigators and Task Force Officers will have re-
ceived the same training on unfinished receivers from 25 educated personnel who will remain a valuable resource in their 
respective field divisions. The training is open to every ATF employee who wishes to attend. Rather than packing up a small 
group of instructors after the training who move on, HRPDs Train the Trainer truly serves to benefit the agency by making 
subject matter experts with common and consistent information available to the field  on a larger scale.  

The Future of Training 

HRPD is committed to continuing to provide uniform education that continues to develop SME’s agency-wide. SME’s will 
be developed and trained and located in each field division as an accessible and present resource. These SME’s will have 
a method to communicate  concerns and be able to bring to the global attention of the agency needs for alterations or ad-
ditional training based upon the interaction and communications that occur in the field. The needs and voice of the field will 
be heard through these SMEs.  The HRPD model for training insures that ATF instructors are force multipliers and that as 
the number of SMEs increases throughout the agency, our workforce will develop from a uniform knowledge base that is 
responsive to the issues facing them.  And in the end, ATF will develop a better educated and stronger workforce.  

Basic Training Revs Up at the ATF National Academy
By Sally Brown, Writer-Editor, ATF National Academy

At a February 2014 town hall meeting with staff of the ATF 
National Academy, Director B. Todd Jones acknowledged 
the ATF hiring dry spell of recent times and discussed the 
progress ATF has made in its ability to bring on board new 
special agents and industry operations investigators (IOI).  
He also stressed the importance of having enough personnel 
at the Academy to deliver the basic training, saying, “We 
need to get the proper FTE to the Academy and step on the 
gas.”

Today, basic training is approaching full throttle at the 
Academy, with 48-person classes tending toward the norm 
for Special Agent Basic Training (SABT), as contrasted 
with the recently typical 24 students per class.  

Three SABT classes have graduated since November 2013, 
bringing on board 69 new special agents.  By November 
2014, three more classes are scheduled to have graduated, 
with a total of 140 new agents joining the ranks. 

SABT is a 14-week training program that provides trainees 
with the basic skills they need to successfully carry out their 
duties as ATF special agents.  During SABT, trainees must 
pass seven written academic exams and demonstrate their 
acquired knowledge through graded and non-graded practi-
cal exercises.  Trainees also undergo rigorous firearms, tac-
tical, and physical training.

continued on page 4

TRAINING, from page 1
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The most recent Industry Operations Investigator Basic 
Training (IOIBT) class, with 22 trainees, graduated in May 
2013.  Two IOIBT classes are scheduled for this summer.  
IOIBT is a 10-week program that delivers the basic knowl-
edge and skills that IOIs need to know for their positions.  
Trainees are tested through four exams and numerous practi-
cal exercises.  They learn how to safely conduct inspections 
of firearms and explosives licensees, and how to analyze 
records and business operations of the alcohol and tobacco 
industries.  IOI trainees also learn how their findings can be 
used in support of criminal enforcement operations.

All trainees are benefiting from the Academy’s accredited 
status, which it earned in 2013 from the Federal Law En-
forcement Training Accreditation board.  The arduous ac-

ACADEMY, from page 3 creditation process yielded better lesson plans and exercis-
es, improved student guides, enhanced training materials, 
and more effective examination questions and protocols.  
Accreditation also boosted the qualifications of the visit-
ing instructor cadre by requiring that each attend the Law 
Enforcement Instructor Training Program offered by the 
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center where the ATF 
Academy is located.

Academy Chief James D. Newman likens the pace of train-
ing and the busy staff to a NASCAR pit crew’s tightly timed 
and carefully orchestrated assignments.  “With all these 
classes, there are lots of moving parts and each person here 
knows just what to do and when to do it,” he said, compli-
menting Academy personnel on their work.  “Everyone here 
plays an important part in our basic training mission, and 
we are happy to be turning out new special agents and IOIs 
for the field.”

ATF National Academy employees.  
(Photo courtesy SA Ernie Driver)
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Service Excellence Gold Medal Awarded to Philadelphia 
Field Division Investigative Team
By SA Steve Bartholomew and GS Anthony Tropea, Philadelphia Field Division

continued on page 6

On May 8th, during Public Service Week, members of the 
Philadelphia Field Division received the  gold medal group 
award for Service Excellence by the Philadelphia Federal 
Executive Board (FEB). This is an annual Excellence in 
Government award provided to individuals and groups that 
recognizes high quality service that exceeded expectations.

The Philadelphia Group VI Violent Crimes Task Force and 
members of the United States Attorney’s Office were nomi-
nated for an investigation entitled United States v. Ramel 
MOTEN et al that marked the very first application and suc-
cessful prosecution of the RICO Act on a “non-traditional, 
non-national” street gang in the Eastern District of Penn-
sylvania.  This case and its investigative blueprint are uni-
versally regarded as the gold standard in conducting federal 
gang investigations by law enforcement in Philadelphia for 
its measurable and long-lasting impact on gun-related vio-
lent crime in a community.  

The investigation targeted a gang whose members had liter-
ally become the de facto owners and operators of a public 
housing site in Southwest Philadelphia, known as the Bar-
tram Village Housing Development (BVHD).  The investi-
gation uncovered a well-entrenched, seemingly impenetra-

ble drug operation controlled by several armed traffickers 
who were career offenders and convicted felons.  The gang 
had caused the neighborhood to become Philadelphia’s 
most crime-plagued public housing community.  

The gang members, who referred to themselves as the 
Young Hit Men (YHM), had become notorious in the media 
and with the Philadelphia Police Department through bla-
tant and public displays of gun violence in a neighborhood 
in Southwest Philadelphia, also the home of hundreds of 
law-abiding citizens.  Through years of beatings, extortion, 
witness intimidation and retaliation, shootings and homi-
cides, the gang managed to evade state and local prosecu-
tion, and as evidenced by the nature of the crimes charged 
in the indictment, grew more formidable with each victim it 
preyed upon as it attempted to establish its reputation as the 
city’s dominant street gang.   

Investigators joined forces with their partner prosecutors 
and used a crucial and highly effective element from their 
playbook - an investigative grand jury.  Over 75 victims and 
witnesses appeared before the grand jury, which heard tes-

SAC Sam Rabadi; TFO Sgt. Walter Livingston; USA Salvatore Astolfi; TFO Brian Monaghan; AUSA 
Katayoun Copeland; SA Sarah O’Reilly, Co-Case Agent; First AUSA Louis Lappen; SA John Bow-
man, Case Agent; SA Charlene Horay; SA Patrick Edwards; IRS Allison Price-McGinnis; GS Anthony 
Tropea; TFO Dave Plummer                                                     (Photo courtesy SA Steve Bartholomew)
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timony concerning shootings, witness intimidation, armed 
robberies, carjackings, home invasions and homicides that 
were committed during the course of an almost 10-year 
span.  Countless victims and witnesses were relocated, 
some on an emergency basis in the middle of the night after 
investigators learned that they had been threatened directly 
by gang members.  Witnesses told the grand jurors how it 
was common practice to force victims to strip down at gun-
point during armed robberies, and further explained that the 
gang members never concealed their identities because they 
were not concerned with the threat of being arrested or pros-
ecuted.  One victim testified that she was robbed by a gang 
member who pointed a gun at her face.  Following the in-
cident, the victim cooperated with police.  Just days before 
the state court hearing, a gang member told her that if she 
went to court, he would “…kill her, her family and her kids, 
if they can talk, they can die.”  

Then, during the early morning hours of October 6, 2010, 
a contingent of over 200 law enforcement officers, plus 
scores of ATF tactical specialists, descended on the BVHD 
and abruptly ended the YHM’s 10 year reign of seemingly 
unstoppable violence.  As a result of the investigation, 20 
members of the gang were consequently charged in an 89 

PHILADELPHIA, from page 5 count indictment for violations of RICO, VCAR, attempted 
murder, carjacking, Hobbs Act robberies, and numerous 
other offenses.  

Seven of the 20 defendants went to trial in the fall of 2012 
and were subsequently convicted.  The remaining 13 code-
fendants all pled guilty.  During the trial, which lasted three 
months, the two prosecutors called 119 witnesses and pre-
sented over 1,000 exhibits as evidence.  They spent count-
less hours over several months working alongside their ATF 
counterparts on nights, holidays and weekends to prepare 
for this very lengthy, arduous and intensive trial.  With a 
guilty verdict, the jury spoke for the residents of the BVHD 
who had lived in fear for a decade and sent a very profound 
and lasting message for all to see.  

In September 2013, the leader of the YHM, Ramel Moten, 
was sentenced to a term of imprisonment of life plus 130 
years.  The remaining members of the gang received signifi-
cant sentences ranging from 15 to 47 years in prison.   At 
Moten’s sentencing, the district court judge addressed the 
indisputable impact the ATF investigation and subsequent 
prosecution had in and around Bartram Village.  The judge, 
who specifically noted the measurable decrease in shoot-

SA John Bowman, Case Agent; SA Sarah O’Reilly, Co-Case Agent; AUSA Katayoun Copeland; AUSA 
Salvatore Astolfi; First AUSA Louis Lappen; SAC Sam Rabadi 

(Photo courtesy SA Steve Bartholomew)

continued on page 7
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SAC Elder discussing the Frontline Model with members of the media.
(Photo courtesy SSA/PIO Nicole Strong)

On Media Day, ATF Houston Educates Reporters
By SSA/PIO Nicole Strong, Houston Field Division

On May 8, 2014, ATF Houston FD hosted a Media Day at 
Hot Wells Shooting Range in Cypress, Texas. Reporters and 
photographers from ABC, CBS, FOX, as well as the CBS 
affiliate from Beaumont participated in the event. Texas 
Cable News also covered the Media Day.

The purpose of the event was to educate the media on the 
mission of ATF as well as the challenges faced by the Spe-
cial Agents who strive to combat violence crime and reduce 
the flow of firearms into the hands of criminals.

Special Agent in Charge Robert Elder gave a short presen-
tation to the members of the media, which addressed their 
specific interests and concerns. SAC Elder also educated 
the media on the Frontline business model for reducing vio-
lent crime in targeted areas.

Firearms Instructor/SA Kris Mayfield provided a hands on 
demonstration of numerous firearms, including a .50 caliber 
Barrett machine gun. SA Jim O’Flaherty assisted with the 
firearms demonstration and firing of the pistols and rifles.

The reporters and photographers were provided a unique 
opportunity to experience  the event up close and personal 
as they fired several firearms including pistols, semi-auto-
matic and fully automatic rifles. All of the affiliates present 
covered the Media Day on the evening ‘s broadcast, as well 
as their station’s websites.

more pictures on page 8

PHILADELPHIA, from page 6

ings from 118 in the two years leading up to ATF’s take-
down of the YHM, to just eight in the years since, referred 
to the YHM’s reign as a “true pattern of terrorism.”  Phila-
delphia’s largest newspaper, “The Inquirer,” dubbed this ef-
fort a “model” for how and why federal law enforcement 
can make a true difference and rid an entire community of 

violent predators who prey on law-abiding citizens.  

The deserving recipients who took on this formidable task 
obtained highly quantifiable results in the unparalleled de-
crease in gun violence in an entire community.  Their skill, 
camaraderie and commitment came to define an extraordi-
nary effort by a dedicated group of professionals who have 
set a standard for others to emulate.   
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Above:  SAC Elder was interviewed by Lauren 
Huet with CBS Ch. 6 in Beaumont.

Above right: ATF SA Kyle Butler assists De-
mond Fernandez, Reporter with ABC Ch.13 in 
Houston.

Right:  FIC/SA Kris Mayfield demonstrates the 
proper carrying technique for the Taser with Re-
porter Demond Fernandez with ABC Ch. 13 in 
Houston.

Below:  SA/FIC Kris Mayfield explains firearms’ 
capabilities to the media.

(Photos courtesy SSA/PIO Nicole Strong)
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On Saturday, April 19, 2014, two days before the Boston Marathon, the Boston Athletic Association sponsored a Tribute 
Run for the public safety community. The Tribute Run was invitation only to approximately 2000 individuals who were 
most directly impacted and involved in last year’s events.  Law enforcement was allotted 600 slots.

Those participating, besides law enforcement, included survivors and family members of the bombings, first responders, 
medical professionals, caregivers, BAA volunteers, community leaders, and Back Bay residents and businesses.

Before The Boston Marathon, Running in Tribute
By SA/PIO Debora Seifert, Boston Field Division

ATF Boston Field Division participants included (pictured L-R):  SA Brian Person, RAC James Mar-
tin, SAC Dan Kumor, SA John Pijaca, and SA Dawn Dodsworth.

(Photo courtesy SA/PIO Debora Siefert)

Remembering Their Sacrifice:
The June issue of Inside ATF will cover Police Week remembrances
including the ATF Memorial Observance and the Waco Memorial 
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On one of my first few visits to the Miami Field Division, 
Supervisory Special Agent SA Eddie Halley picked me up 
at the airport and said we were going to make a few stops 
before going to the office.  He knew of my interest in ATF’s 
history and said we were going to the two sites where Spe-
cial Agents Ariel Rios and Eddie Benitez lost their lives 
in the pursuit of the worst of the worst.  It was a somber 
ride, and though Halley wasn’t present at either shooting, 
he knew the details of each event and relayed them to me 
as we sat in the car at each site.  He said, “It’s important 
that we all remember the sacrifices that were made by these 
brave agents and that we never forget either one of them.” 

Both agents were part of Vice President George Bush’s 
South Task Force, and they died several months apart, while 
working undercover in Miami.  

On December 
2, 1982, Special 
Agents Ariel Rios 
and Alex D'Atri 
were meeting two 
suspects at the Hur-
ricane Motel in 
Miami to purchase 
large quantities of 
cocaine and ma-
chineguns.  Sud-
denly one of the 
suspects grew sus-
picious and drew 
his weapon.  Agent 
Rios struggled with 
him and was shot.  
D’Atri was also shot 
five times.  Both 

were rushed to the hospital, and while D’ Atri survived, 
Rios succumbed to his wounds four days later.

Seven months later, on July 12, 1983, Benitez attempted 
to arrest a suspect after having made previous undercover 
buys of firearms and drugs from him.  The suspect resist-
ed, and during the ensuing struggle, he shot and killed SA 
Benitez before back-up agents could arrive.

We know how these men operated professionally, but I’ve 
often wondered about them as people.  What made them 
want to do the job of special agent, and why would they put 
themselves in harm’s way during such a dangerous time in 
Miami?  I did some digging to see if I could answer these 
questions.

Remembering Two of America’s Toughest Feds
By Karen Porciello, Human Resources Specialist, HRPD

I spoke with retired ATF Special Agent James Pherson, who 
was with Eddie Benitez when he was shot.  Pherson talked 
about Miami and ATF in the 1980s:  how the city was full 
of “cocaine cowboys” running the drug throughout the city, 
making it a dangerous place to live and work.  At ATF dur-
ing that time, there wasn’t much money or many resources, 
and there were very few agents who spoke Spanish.  He 
reminded me that ATF was also under fire in Washington, 
DC, and talk of furloughs added to the low morale.   

Pherson’s voice was full of great emotion while speaking 
of the Eddie he knew.  He said they were good friends, and 
described Benitez as loyal, dedicated and fearless.  Not just 
as an ATF agent, but in his life outside work as well, where 
he supported his mother and a disabled sister.  Family was  
important to him.  Pherson said Benitez was the kind of guy 
you could always 
go to if you need-
ed help.  Back in 
the 80s, there were 
only two agents in 
the Miami Field Di-
vision office who 
spoke Spanish.  If 
one of the other 
groups needed a 
Spanish-speaking 
agent to work un-
dercover, Eddie was 
never too busy.  He 
would never say he 
couldn’t help them, 
and never said “it’s 
not my case”, he 
just asked when and 
where he needed to 
be.  He remembers Benitez butting heads with the supervi-
sor over how often he was helping everyone.  Benitez, like 
many agents then and now, went undercover for the love 
of the job, to take the bad guys off the street, and make the 
public safer. 

Special Agent Ariel Rios came to Miami to join Vice Presi-
dent Bush’s Task Force to combat the drug-fueled crime in 
South Florida.  At the time ATF was almost abolished, then 
nearly moved under the Secret Service, and many agents 
had received RIF notices.  In fact, according to his friend 
and fellow agent Mike Casali, Ariel’s nickname around the 
office was “RIF Rios” because he was at the top of the RIF 

Eddie BenitezAriel Rios

continued on page 11 
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(Reduction in Force) list.  Casali said that Rios worked as 
hard as ever, and it didn’t make any difference to Rios if he 
might soon be out of a job.

Retired Special Agent Alex D’Atri spoke about the makeup 
of the task force, explaining it was put together with agents 
from all over the country, who sometimes barely knew each 
other by name, if that.  These agents left their families to 
work “the dark side of the city.”  Miami, at that time, was 
out of control and overrun with drug dealers; and where 
there are drug dealers, there are guns.  D’Atri said that early 
on, he and Rios formed the bond of brotherhood; they knew 
they would have to watch each other’s backs, be each oth-
er’s family.

D’Atri said one thing about Rios that stands out the most for 
him was his tremendous code of honor.  Rios was one of the 
youngest on the task force, excited to prove himself in the 
undercover world and anxious to take the skills he learned 
in Miami back to New York City.  D’Atri said Rios was 
the best undercover guy he’d ever seen; always striving for 
excellence, and always delivering results.

Casali talked about the meeting he and Rios had with D’Atri 
the day before the shooting.  They had already arrested nu-

merous bad guys, had evidence stacked up waiting to be in-
ventoried.  They could have stopped there, written up their 
cases, checked in their evidence and taken it all the U.S. 
Attorney, but Rios wasn’t satisfied, he said they needed to 
arrest more, so off they went.  

I asked Casali what they did on their down time, and he 
laughed and said “what down time?  We hit the ground run-
ning!”  Casali said he arrived in Miami on a Friday and 
made his first undercover purchase on Saturday.  “In those 
days,” he said, “agents didn’t have to come up with compli-
cated back stories that would hold up under scrutiny.  Mi-
ami was a free-for-all, there were people coming there from 
all over the place to ‘score.’”  Casali talks about the busts, 
about how many close calls they had during the arrests; ev-
eryone ran, everyone fought, there were no easy busts.  That 
would have been enough to make most agents think twice 
about continuing, but not Eddie Benitez or Ariel Rios.  If 
anything it just made them more determined.

Special Agents Eddie Benitez and Ariel Rios weren’t that 
different from us, but their actions those fateful days repre-
sented the very best of ATF.  They died heroes, with honor.  
They were truly among America’s Toughest Feds.

HELP IS AVAILABLE.  HERE’S WHERE TO GET IT.

If someone you know is thinking about suicide, call:

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
1-800-273-TALK
TTY: 800-799-4TTY (4998)
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org
The Lifeline is a network of crisis centers committed to suicide prevention and located 
in communities across the country.

Employee Assistance Program (EAP)
1-800-765-3277
www.bhssolutions.org
ATF employees and their family members can call EAP’s toll free number 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.  EAP is a free, confidential counseling and referral program for ATF 
employees, loved ones, and family members.

Call 911 if you or someone you know is in immediate danger.

MIAMI, from page 10
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Major Cases:  From the ATF Weekly Report
Compiled By ATF Executive Secretariat Staff

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives National Response Team Responds to 
Residential Explosion – Brentwood, New Hampshire:
On May 12, 2014, the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) reported on the investigation 
into an officer shooting, fire and, and explosion at a residence in Brentwood.  An officer from the Brentwood 
Police Department responded to a domestic disturbance at the home; shortly thereafter, another officer found the 
Brentwood officer in the home with an apparent gunshot wound to the head.  A suspect fired on the second officer, 
but the officer was able the exit the home with the suspect’s father (the other party to the domestic disturbance) 
without major injury.  Local law enforcement responded in force.  A short time later, the residence was engulfed 
in a fire, followed by a large explosion.  ATF responded, and after consulting the New Hampshire Fire Marshal’s 
Office, State Police, and Attorney General’s Office, ATF’s National Response Team was asked to assist in the pro-
cessing the scene.  The Brentwood officer’s body and a second body, believed to be the suspect, were removed.  An 
AK variant rifle and multiple magazine springs were found near the suspect’s body.  The investigation continues.

Defendant Sentenced to 200 Months for Federal Firearms Violations – Chicago, Illinois: 
On May 14, 2014, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) reported that a defendant in 
Chicago was sentenced to 200 months imprisonment on Federal charges of dealing firearms without a license and 
illegal transportation of firearms across State lines.  Since 2008, the defendant trafficked hundreds of firearms 
purchased at gun shows in Indiana into Illinois and distributed them to Gangster Disciples street gang members 
operating on the Southside of Chicago.

Suspect Arrested for Possession of Firearms, Explosives, and Biological Toxins — Sacramento, 
California:
On May 5, 2014, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) reported that law enforcement 
served Federal search warrants at a suspect’s residence, vehicle, and two storage lockers in Sacramento and at a 
location associated with the suspect in the El Dorado National Forest.  ATF and the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion were assisted by the Sacramento Police Department, Sacramento County Sheriff’s Department, the California 
Highway Patrol, El Dorado County Sheriff’s Department, U.S. Forest Service, personnel from regional explosive 
ordinance disposal units, Roseville Fire Department, Sacramento Metro Fire Department, and the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the Eastern District of California.  Evidence seized included eight firearms, some of which are suspected 
of being modified to fire in full automatic mode; enough unassembled firearm parts and unmarked, un-serialized 
receivers to manufacture four short-barreled AR-15 type rifles; equipment and documentation on the illegal manu-
facture and modification of firearms; approximately 30 blasting caps; fuse; wireless controllers; remote detonators; 
and a large amount of precursor chemicals.  Computer-related evidence included hard drives, laptop and tower 
computers, cell phones, and thumb drives.  Biological toxin-related evidence included rosary peas, known to be 
used to manufacture Abrin, and manufacturing equipment with suspected Abrin residue.  The suspect was arrested 
and is currently in custody at the Sacramento County Jail.  The investigation continues.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Investigates Suspected Arson/Homicide 
— Beltsville, Maryland: 
On May 7-8, 2014, a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) senior special agent/certified 
fire investigator, fire research laboratory technicians, special agents, and task force investigators processed a ve-
hicle at ATF’s Fire Research Laboratory in Beltsville.  The vehicle is suspected of having been used in a homicide/
arson. 
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Community Council Honors ATF Agent and ATF Task Force 
Officer For Work On Gang Case
By SA/PIO Charles Mulham, New York Field Division

ATF Special Agent Heather McKeon and 
NYPD Detective/ATF Task Force Of-
ficer Raquel Silva were honored by the 
41st Precinct Community Council at its 
gathering on Tuesday, May 20.  The pair 
were honored for their role in bringing 
down a violent narcotic crew operating 
in the precinct.  The Deputy Inspector of 
the 41st Precinct stated that since the ar-
rest of this violent narcotic crew, shoot-
ings in the precinct have declined by fifty 
percent.

This case was originally brought to the 
attention of the Southern District of 
New York by ATF Special Agent Heath-
er McKeon and NYPD Detective/ATF 
Taskforce Officer Raquel Silva as a felon 
in possession of spent shell casings.  The 
main target was observed shooting a gun 
on a busy sidewalk on New Year’s Day 
2012.  A chase ensued, and he was arrest-
ed but the firearm was not located.  Soon 
after that, in January 2012, an investi-
gation began into the violent drug crew 
that he ran.  SA McKeon and TFO Silva 
pushed forward with the investigation 
which led to 5 superseding indictments, 
and there have been a total of 14 related 
arrests.  Two of the defendants who were 
leaders of the violent narcotic organiza-
tion went to trial.  In October of 2013, 
both leaders were found guilty of Narcot-
ics Conspiracy and Possession of Fire-
arms in Furtherance of a Narcotics Con-
spiracy, charges that encompassed crimes 
committed between 2008 and 2012.  Ten 
defendants have subsequently pled guilty 
to the narcotics conspiracy and use / pos-
session of a firearm in furtherance of a 
narcotics conspiracy, and all of them await sentencing.

The hard work of SA McKeon and TFO Silva also linked 
one of the gang’s leaders with a violent murder.  On the 
afternoon of June 28th, 2011, a woman was shot and killed 
over drug turf in the 41st precinct.  One member of the drug 
crew was immediately identified as the alleged shooter, but 
she could not be located.  NYPD searched for the fugitive 
shooter for the next 26 months; during which time she was 

featured on the show America’s Most Wanted.  On July 15, 
2013, the alleged shooter was ultimately charged Federally 
with the woman’s murder as well as the narcotics conspir-
acy.  She was arrested by SA McKeon, TFO Silva and the 
Fugitive Task Force in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Au-
gust 27, 2013.  On April 7th, 2014, a gang leader was also 
charged in the murder.

Pictured L-R:   NYPD Deputy Inspector Philip Rivera, 41st Pre-
cinct; NYPD Detective/ATF Task Force Officer Raquel Silva; 

ATF Special Agent Heather McKeon; and Rafael Salamanca, Jr., 
Community Council President.  

   (Photo courtesy New York Field Division)
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ATF Remembers Our Fallen Heroes:
Line of Duty Deaths This Month in History

Name of Agent End of Watch
Homer L. Everett May 2, 1931

John Watson May 3, 1921
Johnny Alvin Masengale May 6, 1992

James C. Capen May 10, 1928
Clyde L. Taylor May 11, 1929

Remus W. Buckner May 12, 1926
William R. Blandford May 12, 1934

Charles Bintliff May 13, 1927
Dano M. Jackley May 14, 1929
John R. Foster May 14, 1936

Joseph W. Floyd May 17, 1922
Herman L. McVay May 20, 1955
Herbert R. Johnson May 21, 1934
Bert R. McMichael May 23, 1924

Thomas B. Lankford May 26, 1926
William J. Sheenan May 31, 1955

Administrative Professionals Day
By SA/PIO Michael Knight, Nashville Field Division
The Nashville Field Division recognizes the staff as part of Administrative Professionals Day. The division office as well as 
the field offices 
in Tennessee and 
Alabama indi-
vidually recog-
nized their staff 
for the dedicated 
service to ATF. 
The administra-
tive staff pro-
vides the founda-
tion for many of 
ATF’s programs 
and their sup-
port to both law 
enforcement and 
industry opera-
tions is greatly ap-
preciated.

L-R:  DIO Kevin Boydston, Rita Hopkins, Susan Reed, DOO Eric Kehn,
ASAC Jack Webb.  (Photo courtesy SA/PIO Michael Knight)
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New Hires, Welcome to ATF!

Positions listed are management/supervisory positions only.

Moves

Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Branch

Employee Position Location
Miller, Katherine M. Budget Analyst Financial Management Division
Eisenbise, Eve E. Firearms Enforcement Officer Firearms And Explosives Industry Division

Employee From To
Benedict, Ashan M. Chief, Intergovernmental Affairs Division, PGA Deputy Chief, Inspection Division, OPRSO
Biemeret, John S. Special Agent, Chicago II F/T Field Office Group Supervisor/RAC-Chicago V (Intelligence)
Brown, David L. ASAC, Washington Field Division ASAC, Tampa Field Division 
Brunson, Curtis L. Special Agent, Detroit IV (FIT Trafficking) Field Ofc RAC, Detroit II (Achilles) Field Office 
Donaldson, Tony E. Special Agent (Intelligence Officer), Kansas City II RAC, Kansas City IV Field Office (Intelligence)
Godsave, Jeremy T. Special Agent, Indianapolis Field Office RAC, St. Louis II Field Office
Grabman, Jeffrey P. Chief, Adv Firearms and Ops Training Div Group Supervisor/RAC, Washington IV (Intel)
Hall, Steven M. Assistant Country Attache, Juarez, Mexico Group Supervisor/RAC, Fargo Field Office
Krivitsky, Michael J. Area Supervisor, McAllen II (IO) Field Office Area Supervisor, Harrisburg II (IO) Field Office
Lightner, Ashley H. Special Agent, Macon Field Office Group Supervisor/RAC, Macon Field Office
Murray, Mark E. Program Mgr/Ops Ofcr, Critical Incident Mgmt Br ASAC, Phoenix Field Division
Taylor, Juanita M. Program Analyst, Special Operations Division Division Operations Officer, Special Ops Div
Underwood Jr, John D. Special Agent, Inspection Division, OPRSO Chief, Force Review Br, Internal Affairs, OPRSO

Submitted by Human Resources Division, Benefits and Workforce Flexibilities Branch

U.S. Department of Justice

Recent Retirements
Employee Position Location Govt. Service
Beach, Jr., Stephen J. Intellligence Research Specialist Washington IV (Intelligence) Field Office 16
Beebe, Cynthia A. Criminal Investigator Chicago V (Intelligence) 26
Bisnette, Steven P. Criminal Investigator Ft. Worth Field Office 28
Cheeks, Cynthia E. F&E Services Specialist F&E Imports Branch 26
Jefferson, Blaine A. Information Technology Specialist IT System Delivery Division 18
Kosiek, Jeffrey R. Criminal Investigator Chicago I (ICDE) Field Office 25
Lescault, Henry J. Supervisory Criminal Investigator Ombudsman 25
Lovenick, Donna M. Investigative Assistant Philadelphia V (Intelligence) Field Office 26
Montford, Kent RAC Trenton (A&E) Field Office 25

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
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