
 
PRESS RELEASE 

Contact: ATF ASSOCIATION                   FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Phone:  515-282-8192        May 22, 2015 
Email:  atfa@atfassociation.org 
 

THERE’S NOTHING WRONG WITH ATF THAT A TRANSFER TO THE FBI WILL FIX 
  
The ATF Association (ATFA) opposes the recommendation made by The Center for American 
Progress (CAP) in its recently released a report recommending that ATF be merged into the 
FBI.  The report goes to great lengths to come off as a carefully considered and deeply researched 
independent thought piece on the best way to organize for federal law enforcement functions 
relating to firearms.  In fact the report provides a recommendation that seems more driven by the 
CAP’s gun control agenda.  CAP clearly began with the conclusion that the gun laws could be 
carried out more aggressively by the FBI because the NRA would have less sway over that 
agency.  The report then seizes on only those bits and pieces facts and half-truths that provided 
the narrative necessary to support their conclusion that the FBI should be the home of Federal gun 
control laws. The report also highlights the fact that CAP itself is unsure if a merger would 
resolve all the issues ATF faces. 
 
The ATF Association was not contacted by CAP during the preparation of this report. 
  
From an operational law enforcement perspective the proposed merger does not make sense – 
  
1.      Bigger is not better.  Any case that can be made for merging ATF into the FBI 
could be made for a half a dozen other federal agencies.  The fact is specialization 
brings its own value and having a specialized agency focused on violent crime – ATF – 
has proven value.  ATF’s culture is highly refined to work in collaboration and 
cooperation with our State and local partners where gun crimes take the greatest toll.  
2.      Firearms programs may well LOSE resources under the FBI.  Placing firearms 
enforcement in an agency whose top priorities are counterterrorism, counterintelligence, 
and cyber security creates an environment where resources allocated to firearms crime 
would always be subject to being siphoned away to uniquely federal problems of higher 
priority.   We can’t expect the FBI to be everything nor should we want to and take a 
giant step toward the creation of a national police force! 
3.      ATF is a well managed highly professional law enforcement agency.  The 
assertion that the FBI has better leadership and management than ATF is wholly 
unfounded.  ATF has had controversial missteps in the past, but so has the FBI and 
almost every other Federal law enforcement agency.   ATF miscues tend to get great 
scrutiny because of the controversial law it enforces but an objective review of 
management and control issues across Federal law enforcement agencies would prove 
that ATF, contrary to the picture painted by CAP, is a highly disciplined, well run and 
efficient organization. 

About the ATF Association – Organized and supported by the retired and active professional staff of ATF 
and its predecessor agencies, the association supports the missions of ATF through education, support and 
communication for and among its membership. The association foundation aids law enforcement officers in 
need as well as their survivor family members.    



 


