
Deputies, ATF stop sales of stolen Putnam firearms 

By	  Jeff	  Stanton	  

Putnam County Sheriff’s investigators and officials from the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms have 
taken down an illegal firearms sales ring that originated in Putnam County. 
 
Putnam Sheriff Howard Sills announced the arrests of six people Friday, including a 16-year-old boy, and deputies are 
searching for a seventh person. Police say the men are responsible for the thefts of at least 27 firearms of various types 
around the county, between approximately June 24 and Monday, July 8, when the majority of arrests were made in 
Atlanta. 

Sills said the case was broken wide open when several of the guns turned up in the hands of ATF agents posing as 
buyers; they got them from a man who was released from prison March 29 after spending 10 years behind bars for a 
carjacking in Clayton County. 

Maceo Calvin Williams, 29, who was believed to be living in Atlanta, faces federal gun charges after Sills said he and 
three others from Putnam County went to the capital city Monday to sell another round of weapons stolen from various, 
unlocked vehicles around the county. 

Sills said the serial numbers on several firearms were traced back to owners here who had reported them stolen. 

The sheriff said that Williams was so impressed with the ease of stealing guns out of so many unlocked cars that he 
personally traveled to Putnam County to observe the operation first-hand. 

Those arrested on Atlanta’s southwest side Monday include: 

• Bruce Duane Beard, 20, 154 Tuggle Road; he faces seven counts of entering an automobile with intent to 
commit a felony and one count of burglary. He is presently in the Putnam County jail with bonds set at 
$1,000 on each of the charges. 

• Johnathan Ryan Huddelson, 17, 154 Tuggle Road; he faces 12 counts of entering an automobile with intent 
to commit a felony and one count of burglary. He was released from Putnam County jail on property bonds of 
$500 on each of the charges. Upon his release early Friday evening, authorities from Greene County were at 
the jail to arrest Huddelson on similar charges pending there. He is expected to have a court hearing in 
Greene County Monday. 

• Ezra Mathis Rutherford, 17, 137 Estates Lane; he faces 13 counts of entering an automobile with intent to 
commit a felony and one count of burglary. He was released from the Putnam County jail after posting $500 
property bonds on each of the 14 charges for a total of $7,000. After his release, authorities also arrested 
Rutherford on similar charges pending there and he joined Huddelson in the Greene County jail. 

Arrested Thursday in Putnam County was Lawyer Antonio Nasir, 18, 107 Pear Tree Court; he faces four counts of 
entering an automobile with intent to commit a felony. Sills said Nasir was held without bond but was expected to 
appear in court where bond amounts would likely be set. 

In addition to the 16-year-old, whose name was not made available because of his age, another Putnam County man is 
being sought in connection with his alleged role for entering vehicles. 

Putnam County Sheriff's Detective Terrell Abernathy said Harley Davidson Ritch, 19, remained at-large late Friday 
night. 

Those with information regarding Ritch's whereabouts are asked to contact the sheriff's office at 706-485-8557. 

	  


