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People often hesitate when asked to volunteer.  They may want to help, but find that the commitment of time is just too much.  
We have our commutes, oh that commute.  We have family, friends, pets, and priorities.  Volunteering is often hard.  I’d like to 
tell you about the work I recently did as a volunteer in Puerto Rico, and the impact I could see within the community. 

In late August and September, an unprecedented number of natural disasters hit the United States.  We had Hurricane Harvey, 
inflicting some $200 million worth of damage on Texas; Hurricane Irma, the largest storm ever recorded in the Atlantic; and 
Hurricane Maria, blasting Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.  

Puerto Rico was hit particularly hard.  Tropical storms are the norm there, a part of life.  But Maria was a Category 4 storm with 
winds of 155 mph when it made landfall in the SE part of the island.  Even though it eventually settled in as a Category 3 storm 
over the island, winds averaged over 100 mph for more than 12 hours.  

When the Federal Government asked for volunteers 
from non-Homeland Security Agencies for the first 
time ever, I thought it a great opportunity to give back 
to my fellow Americans. 

So ATF graciously allowed me to deploy, and I ended 
up in Puerto Rico assisting Hurricane Maria survivors.  
I left for training in Alabama and on the very first day 
they asked for volunteers to be part of Disaster Survi-
vor Assistance (DSA) teams, the frontline of FEMA op-
erations.  I positioned myself in the room so I could be 
near the front of the line; there were 150 of us in “Wave 
9” of the Surge Force Capacity and only 60 would be 
DSA.  They said to line up at the back, and I was the 
very first one in line!  

DSA is responsible for providing immediate assistance 
directly to those most impacted by a natural disaster.  Along 
with the FEMA regulars and reservists, my team was made 
up of people from the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, the Department of Justice, the Department of the Interior, 
and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.  We 
worked in the mountains, in urban areas, on fishing piers and 
in churches throughout the central and southern part of the is-
land.  When we arrived there was almost no power anywhere, 
and when we left after 40 days, it was only marginally better.  
All landlines were down.  Cell coverage would work for a few 

Volunteering:  As American as Apple Pie 
Story and Photos By Matthew F. Lomba, Chief, Visual Media Branch, PGA

Above:  FEMA Disaster 
Survivor Assistance 
team members assist 
a municipality during 
Hurricane Maria relief, 
Jayuya, Puerto Rico. 

Below:  Urayoan Diaz 
of the Department of 
Interior, Yanira Diaz of 
the Municipality of Ja-
yuya, Puerto Rico, and 
Matt Lomba of ATF.
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VOLUNTEERING, from page 1

hours, then not work for a few hours, and generally be so inconsistent that making a successful phone call was about as likely 
as a frost warning on an island that has never had snow.  

Most homes in Puerto Rico are cement structures with aluminum zinc roofs.  So for most residents, their lives were the can 
and the hurricane was a massive can opener, stripping their roofs off and pouring 12 hours of torrential rains over everything 
they held dear.  

We worked in the municipality of Jayuya a lot, a rocky and elevated land filled with downed power lines, landslides, and 
roads torn and tattered like the trees that lay by their shoulders.  I spoke with a survivor on my second day who lost a pros-
thetic limb because the “water came inside the house, and took the leg outside of the house.”  That was the exact translation; 
it was surreal in the literal definition of the word.  

I met a lot of great people working for municipalities, volunteers, and those who were working with FEMA.  Although I had 
done humanitarian missions in places like Pakistan, Africa, and Kosovo…this endeavor was important to me because I got 
a chance to assist my fellow Americans in their time of need.

While our individual DSA team registered 2000+ families for direct 
aid, and assisted some 4000 people in everything from securing 
shelter to ensuring they could get prescription medication, it was 
just a drop in the bucket on an island desperate for assistance.  The 
majority of the 3+ million residents felt the sledgehammer of the 
strongest storm to hit the island in over 80 years.  This was a gen-
erational storm with long-term consequences.  The Puerto Ricans 
remain steadfast and I admire their courage and their resolve.  It was 
amazing to see how they dealt with the disaster with such positivity 
and hope.    

I believe I represented ATF well, and the respect and admiration 
for our mission now echoes with anyone I spoke to about what our 
agency does for the country.  It was a privilege to be a part of the 
FEMA mission and an honor for me to do it as an ATF employee.  

Volunteerism is inherently American.  Whether you do it at a Toys 
for Tots fundraiser, as a coach for your child’s soccer team, or as a 
ticket taker at a charity event, you’re doing your part.  The sacrifice 
of your time and effort will be paid back to you tenfold.  

Top right:  Members from DSA present 
the Commander of an American Legion 
Post in Yauco, Puerto Rico, a traditional 

gift after registering members of the 
community.

Bottom right:  A grounded sailboat near 
Humacoa, Puerto Rico.

Bottom left:  Hurricane Maria survivors 
wait in line to register for benefits and 

assistance in Jayuya, Puerto Rico.
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continued on page 5

“Stay Away From Bangor”:  ATF Agents and Local 
Partners Work Together To Bring Down Violent 
Gang’s Interstate Operations
By Jennifer Budden, Writer-Editor, ATF Executive Secretariat, PGA
A group of special agents from ATF’s New Haven Field Of-
fice, Boston Field Division, were honored along with their 
State and local partners for a successful multi-agency and 
multi-year investigation known as “Operation Blood Red.”  
They received the Director’s Award, honoring their out-
standing and significant service in the public interest.  Their 
investigation dismantled one of the most violent criminal 
street gangs in the New Haven, Connecticut, area:  the Red 
Side Guerrilla Brims, or RSGB, a subset of the Bloods Na-
tional Gang.  Other street gangs considered this group to be 
the most feared gang in New Haven—a telling statement 
indeed!

The story begins in February 2014, when agents received 
information that members of the RSGB were taking crack 
cocaine and heroin to Bangor, Maine, and often trading 
the narcotics for firearms.  Crime gun trace data revealed 
numerous guns purchased in Maine and recovered in New 
Haven, prompting an investigation of a suspect FFL.  The 
arrest of a gang member the next month enabled investi-
gators to get detailed information about the Connecticut-
Maine trade of narcotics for firearms, as the cooperator told 
investigators that the organization had been bringing about 
four firearms per week from Maine to New Haven for ap-
proximately two years.

Surveillance and traffic stops resulted in the recovery of il-
legal drugs and firearms.  Interviews and proffers detailed 
the organization’s operations, which helped identify further 
suspects, such as straw purchasers who bought firearms for 
the gang in exchange for narcotics.  Firearms recovered 
from gang members were entered into the National Inte-
grated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN), and linked 
to numerous violent gun crimes.  The investigation also 
yielded information about another firearms trafficking op-
eration bringing guns purchased in South Carolina to RSGB 
gang members and associate drug dealers in Connecticut.   

Investigators were able to attribute the following crimes 
to the gang:  10 homicides, over 29 non-fatal shootings or 
unlawful discharges of a firearm, numerous armed robber-
ies, and firearms and narcotics trafficking between mul-
tiple states.  The investigation culminated in the Federal 
indictment of 32 RSGB members and associates between 
the States of Connecticut and Maine.  Six members of the 
organization were also charged with a 34-count indictment 
in relation to five homicides and several violent acts.  As 
then-ATF Boston Special Agent in Charge Dan Kumor said, 
the case’s successful resolution “shows that these criminal 
street gangs will not get away with such acts of violence, 

The group of honorees from ATF, the New Haven Police Department, the Connecticut Department of Corrections, the 
Maine Drug Enforcement Agency, and U.S. Attorney’s offices in Maine and Connecticut were honored at ATF’s Annual 

Awards Ceremony in August 2017.  (photo courtesy Boyd Craun)
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BLOOD RED, from page 4

U.S. Attorney Deirdre Daly announces six of the indictments at a press conference in October 
2015, along with other agency representatives including ATF SAC Dan Kumor.  (photo cour-

tesy Markeshia Ricks, New Haven Independent)

which wreak fear and havoc 
on the citizens of our com-
munities.”

In 2016, all 32 defendants 
pleaded guilty to their charg-
es.  At the sentencing of one 
gang member to 25 years in 
prison and five years of su-
pervised release, the U.S. 
District Court judge said, 
“The message to those peo-
ple like members of the Red 
Side Guerilla Brims is this:  
stay away from Bangor.”  

ATF honorees included 
RAC Michael Zeppieri, and 
Special Agents Scott Rior-
dan, Daniel Prather, Brian 
Ross, Michael Oppenheim, 
and Mark Essing.  They were joined by Lt. Karl Jacobson, 
Detective Paul D’Andrea, Detective Marcin Podsiad, and 
Detective Josh Kyle of the New Haven Police Department; 
and Captain Craig Burnett of the State of Connecticut’s De-
partment of Corrections.  Assistant U.S. Attorneys Robert 

Spector and Peter Markle in Connecticut and Joel Casey 
in Maine were also honored.  The last honoree was the late 
Special Agent Chris Gardner of the Maine Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, and SA Gardner’s father and brother accepted 
the award on his behalf. 

DAG Rosenstein Praises ATF at “Stars” Dinner in 
Chicago 
By PIO Ronnie Dahl, Detroit Field Division

On November 16, 2017, Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosen-
stein delivered remarks at the Chicago Crime Commission An-
nual Stars of Distinction Awards Dinner, and his statement in-
cluded favorable mentions for ATF.  

He stated that “Today, I visited the Chicago ATF office to meet 
the 20 new ATF agents who already are working with police de-
tectives to target violent criminals.  Our ATF supervisor, Celi-
nez Nunez, brings tremendous talent, energy and enthusiasm.”  

He also noted that “ATF is using the most advanced technol-
ogy here in Chicago to trace bullet casings, mine the internet 
for clues, and partner with local and Federal agencies to iden-
tify Chicago’s most violent offenders and send them to Federal 
prison.”
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ATFHQ Welcomes SGT Johnny, New Colleague 
With A Camouflage Vest And A Cold Wet Nose
By Jennifer Budden, Writer-Editor, Executive Secretariat, PGA
It’s early morning when the command is given:  “Dress!”  
SGT Johnny suits up in his army camouflage vest, ready to 
face the day.  Once wearing his vest, he’s totally command-
driven, ever vigilant and ready to help.  SGT Johnny’s en-
semble is complete with a…leash?  Yes, Johnny is a service 
dog to Héctor Muñoz-Navarro in the Office of Strategic In-
telligence and Information (OSII).

Mr. Muñoz-Navarro has worked at ATF for almost 19 years.  
Before coming to ATF, he served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years.  Twice he suffered traumatic brain injuries, including 
from a truck bomb in 1995.  He made a recovery, but as is 
not unusual for injuries of this kind, additional problems 
with vision, depth perception and memory arose later in life 
and were worsening over time.  He was still very capable of 
working and eager to contribute, but navigating the world 
was proving a challenge.  Assistance from SGT Johnny 
has made things much easier, and Mr. Muñoz-Navarro de-
scribes him as a “blessing.” 

A nudge from the dog as they approach a curb or rough spot 
helps Mr. Muñoz-Navarro focus on and avoid obstacles.  
Johnny also knows their commuting pattern, and reminds 
him when it’s time to get off trains.  Johnny can open doors 
and drawers to ease access; he remains attentive to Mr. Mu-
ñoz-Navarro’s behavior patterns and provides a steadying 
presence when needed.  In a reminder that’s essential for 
him and would probably benefit 
many other office dwellers too, 
Johnny reminds Mr. Muñoz-
Navarro when it’s time to get 
up and walk around rather than 
stay seated and develop pain and 
stiffness.  

Johnny came from an organiza-
tion called Warrior Canine Con-
nection (WCC), which breeds 
and trains service dogs for vet-
erans.  The dogs are named for 
soldiers lost in the line of duty; 
Johnny is the namesake of a lieu-
tenant commander who served 
as a pilot during the Vietnam 
War and recently passed away.  
The dogs are bred specifically 
for this purpose.  Over the course 
of their lives they are cared for 
by “puppy parents” who begin 

the process of teaching basic skills and acceptable behavior 
in public and at home.  After a year of puppy parent care, 
the young puppies are returned to WCC, where they receive 
advanced training and are further evaluated on their poten-
tial to meet the unique needs of disabled veterans.  Special-
ized trainers teach the dogs how to help in specific ways, 
and how to react in specific situations; this training can be 
adapted to meet a veteran’s individual needs.  The veterans 
receive training too:  they participate in weekly training ac-
tivities with a variety of dogs while they await selection.  
This process is critical for WCC efforts in the nomination 
process, since it’s an opportunity for the trainers to observe 
and evaluate each candidate before they are matched to a 
dog.  Once both dog and veteran have passed proficiency 
tests, they are matched together and begin a one-year proba-
tionary period before the lifelong commitment.  

Before being matched with Johnny a few months ago, Mr. 
Muñoz-Navarro participated at numerous training sessions 
at WCC as a candidate, and helped to care for dogs prepar-
ing to be matched with veterans.  The pair have appeared 
in videos for the charity, and attended fundraisers to allow 
people to meet some of those who have benefited from the 
charity’s work.  Reunions with fellow veterans and their 
dogs are a particular highlight, as Johnny enjoys being re-
united with his pack-mates!

At home, with his vest off, John-
ny is a pet who enjoys spending 
time with the family Shih Tzu.  
After a day of sitting in the of-
fice, Johnny appreciates a long 
walk or a rousing game of soccer 
to get extra energy out.  He and 
Mr. Muñoz-Navarro also enjoy 
television shows such as Dog 
Whisperer.

Mr. Muñoz-Navarro said that 
OSII and ATF have made Johnny 
most welcome, and that there are 
many people who come by to 
visit the pair (and maybe scratch 
Johnny behind the ears) during 
the day.  Certainly, on meeting 
Johnny I found myself taking 
notes for this story with one hand, 
while Johnny licked the other!Héctor Muñoz-Navarro of OSII with his service dog 

SGT Johnny.  (photo courtesy Héctor Muñoz-Navarro)
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HIDTA Operation in Milwaukee
Story and Photo By SA/PIO Ashlee Sherrill, St. Paul Field Division

ATF Thanks Columbus Fire Department for 21 
Years of Neighborliness
Story and Photos by SA/PIO Larry “Nero” Priester, Atlanta Field Division
The Columbus, Georgia,  Fire Department (CFD) has been gracious enough to allow ATF to use office space in their build-
ing for the past 21 years, free of charge.  Now that ATF is finally moving into its own satellite office in Columbus, Georgia, a 
luncheon was held to thank CFD for its years of partnership.  

Right:  As ATF and  CFD personnel look on, ATF SAC Wayne Dixie presented an 
award to Fire Chief Jeff Myers at the appreciation luncheon. 

Below L-R:  ATF SA Brian Queener, ATF SA Joel Collins, CF&EMS Chief Ricky 
Shores, CF&EMS Inv. Danny Irions, ATF GS Henry Countryman, ATF SAC Wayne 
Dixie, ATF ASAC John Schmidt, CF&EMS Chief Jeff Meyers, ATF RAC Will Panoke, 
CF&EMS Thomas Streeter, CF&EMS Greg Lang, CF&EMS Inv. Robert Collins, and 
CF&EMS Chief Robert Futrell.

The St. Paul Field Division’s Milwaukee Groups 
I and III, with the support of SRT Team 1 out of 
Detroit, assisted in a High-Intensity Drug Traf-
fic Area (HIDTA) operation conducted through-
out the City of Milwaukee late September 2017.  
Twelve defendants were charged with various 
drug offenses, including:  distribution of and pos-
session with intent to distribute controlled sub-
stances and conspiracy.  The operation resulted in 
11 arrests and the recovery of 25 ounces of heroin, 
33 grams of fentanyl, five firearms, $100,000 in 
U.S. currency, seven vehicles and two kilo presses.  
Approximately 250 Federal, state and local law 
enforcement officers participated in the arrests 
and search warrants. 
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Success
Story
Of The
Month

PARTNER: 

Columbus, Ohio, Division of Police

SUMMARY:

In January 2016, the Columbus Division of Police responded to an armed robbery that occurred when an indi-
vidual arranged to purchase an iPhone through the OfferUp app.  The individual and a friend arranged to meet 
with the seller to purchase the iPhone, but when the purchasers met the seller, they were assaulted, threatened 
with a firearm, robbed of their money, and both victims were shot in the ensuing struggle.  CPD officers re-
sponded quickly and provided life-saving medical attention.

CPD officers also collected 9mm casings from the crime scene, and when those casings were entered into 
NIBIN, they produced NIBIN hits from three other cases, including an armed robbery, an accidental shooting, 
and an aggravated assault.  The accidental shooting occurred at the house of Daysean Foose, whose Facebook 
account was also linked to the OfferUp account in question by CPD crime analysts, providing investigators a 
solid link between the robbery and Foose.  At the time of the accidental shooting, Foose provided law enforce-
ment officers with the information from the firearm in question, and a trace was conducted showing that Foose 
was the original retail purchaser of the firearm.

In February 2016, a search warrant was executed at Foose’s residence, where more firearms and ammunition 
were seized, although no 9mm firearm was recovered.  A few days later, Foose’s father turned over a 9mm 
firearm to law enforcement, and this turned out to be the firearm that was the source of the NIBIN hits.  With 
this new information, ATF and CPD were able to interview Foose about all of these incidents, as well as an 
additional robbery of a different OfferUp purchaser, and Foose identified Devonte Housley and 2 other in-
dividuals as participants in the robbery scheme.  Foose also identified Housley as the shooter in the January 
2016 robbery.

CHARGES AND SENTENCES:  

• Housley:  2 counts of aggravated robbery with gun specifications, 20 years in state prison

• Foose:  Aggravated robbery with gun specification, nine years in state prison 
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Spartan Project Updates:  Bugs and Betas
Story and Photos by Karen Montgomery, Spartan IOI Program Manager, OSII

Above, the first group who came to HQ to test Spartan for bugs:   DIO Roger 
Root, AS Matthew Shear, Program Manager Hayley McGrew, Program Man-

ager Laurie O’Lena, IOI Michael Zumbach, IOI Luis Barajas, IOI Katrina 
Moore.

Below, the second group of testers:  SPMD Program Manager Jeremy Hol-
loway, IOI Iris Gremillion, IOI Annette Chester, IOI Robert Voyten, IOI 

Margaret Carvill, IOI Lonnie Courtney, IOI Ben Richardson, and IOI Kim 
Wharton.  

The Spartan Program Management Division (SPMD) is pre-
paring to deploy Spartan 1.0, which will provide the ability 
to conduct Industry Operations (IO) functions in Spartan. 

SPMD established an internal help desk.  When Spartan us-
ers have issues beyond password resets, they will be able to 
speak to a Spartan representative right here at HQ who is 
familiar with the system. 

Fourteen Industry Operations Investigators 
(IOI) volunteered to come to HQ to assist 
SPMD with testing Spartan 1.0 to ensure that 
it was free of bugs before deployment.  The 
first group tested from November 7-16, 2017, 
and the second group tested from November 
28-December 7, 2017. 

The 6th beta test of Spartan was conducted on 
November 13 and 14, 2017, and covered IOIs 
conducting collateral explosives inspections.  
The previous five beta tests were beneficial in 
discovering system bugs and obtaining feed-
back from IOIs who will be using Spartan in 
the field every day.  We have made several en-
hancements based on this feedback, and have 
been able to fix all the bugs that were found.

We are ramping up our engagement with 
the Special Agent and Intelligence Research 
Specialist (IRS) user group members.  A user 
group meeting was held on October 18, 2017.  
Property and leads development in Spartan 
were discussed during the meeting.  Special 
agents and IRS’s should be prepared for addi-
tional meetings and surveys in the near future. 

SPMD will begin phased deployment of 
Spartan 1.0 in December 2017 to Louisville II.  
After a period of time to ensure there are no 
issues, deployment will continue to the other 
area offices in the Louisville Field Division.  
After successful deployment to the IO person-
nel of Louisville Field Division, we will then 
begin to branch out to IO offices in other field 
divisions.  Be on the lookout for an upcoming 
training and deployment schedule!

SPMD would like to thank all of our user 
group members, beta testers, regression tes-
ters, and component subject matter experts 
who have assisted us in getting Spartan 1.0 

developed and ready.  We greatly appreciate your support in 
making Spartan the best case management system it can be!

To learn more about the SPMD and Spartan, visit the 
ATF portal: https://share.doj.gov/GetConnected/Direc-
torates/160000/169000/Pages/default.aspx or contact the 
SPMD at Spartan5@atf.gov.

https://share.doj.gov/GetConnected/Directorates/160000/169000/Pages/default.aspx
https://share.doj.gov/GetConnected/Directorates/160000/169000/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:Spartan5@atf.gov
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More than 16,000 police chiefs and other law enforcement 
professionals from the United States and 80 foreign coun-
tries met in the City of Brotherly Love for the 2017 Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) Conference.  
ATF had a robust presence this year with Deputy Director 
(DD) Brandon addressing chiefs in many different venues, 
the largest ATF exhibit booth ever, and three major semi-
nars to share ATF lessons learned and best practices with 
our state and local partners.  

As you may know, the IACP conference is the largest an-
nual law enforcement conference in the country.  It provides 
the thousands of attendees the opportunity to advance their 
knowledge of their profession by hearing from notable lead-
ers in law enforcement, seeing the latest technology in the 
exhibit hall, and learning from each other through work-
shops and seminars.  DD Brandon had an exceptionally 
busy schedule in Philadelphia speaking before the Major 
Cities Chiefs Association (MCC), appearing at the IACP 
State and Provincial Police Division, attending the IACP 
Firearms Committee and speaking at the Police Executive 
Research Forum (PERF) Town Hall.  He also spent time at 
the ATF booth meeting individual chiefs of police from all 
over the United States.

ASCIA and MCC

ATF began the week at the Association of State Criminal 
Investigative Agencies (ASCIA), who also met in Phila-
delphia the same week.  ASCIA members heard about the 
opioid crisis from national experts and learned about steps 
that they can take to fight drug abuse.  Many law enforce-
ment leaders discussed the direction that their states were 
going with spikes in violence associated with opioid abuse.  
Many also spoke about the National Integrated Ballistic 
Information Network (NIBIN) assisting the fight against 
violent crime by helping to identify the trigger pullers and 
generate investigative leads.

At MCC (which met contemporaneously with IACP), DD 
Brandon spoke passionately about the need for compre-
hensive collection and entry of shell casings into NIBIN.  
He cited several examples of how NIBIN helped to catch 
trigger pullers, among them a case from Cincinnati, where 
spent casings from a shooting at Cincinnati Police Head-
quarters generated leads and led to a suspect in custody 
within 72 hours of the shooting, thanks to the hard work of 
the Cincinnati Police and ATF agents using NIBIN.

ATF Impact at the 2017 IACP Conference
By John Wells, Program Manager, Intergovernmental Affairs Division, PGA
and Dean M. Kueter, Jr., Chief, Intergovernmental Affairs Division, PGA

Talking ATF Priorities, NIBIN and eTrace With Thousands Of Police Chiefs

Wrapping up his remarks, the DD acknowledged the long-
time service of MCC Executive Director Darrel Stephens, a 
noted police leader who has served as police chief in several 
major cities, by congratulating him on his retirement after 7 
years at the helm of MCC.

PERF Town Hall

Next up for DD Brandon and ATF was the PERF Town 
Hall, an event attended by 750 law enforcement profession-
als.  As he did at MCC, the DD began his remarks by talking 
about violent crime and the tragic shooting in Las Vegas.  

Above:  More than 2000 law 
enforcement professionals 
visited the ATF Booth over 
three days. 
Left:  ATF K9 Hamlet ready 
to greet police chiefs at IACP 
2017.
(photos courtesy Dean M. 
Kueter, Jr.)

continued on page 11
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After crediting Sheriff Joe Lombardo of the Las Vegas Met-
ropolitan Police Department (LVMPD) for his department’s 
response to the shooting, the DD moved the conversation 
towards ATF’s response and subsequent participation in the 
investigation, mentioning how ATF was assisting LVMPD 
with NIBIN and tracing.  A vigorous discussion of violent 
crime and gun crime in particular ensued.

ATF Exhibit Booth

As in years past, ATF hosted an exhibit booth at the IACP 
conference.  This year, ATF decided to dramatically increase 
our footprint in the hall from previous years.  Over the three 
days that the exhibits were open, ATF special agents and 
staff spoke to more than 2000 law enforcement profession-
als.  Conference delegates stopped by to discuss a variety 
of subjects ranging from firearms tracing to investigative 
techniques to career opportunities available within ATF.

This year and for the first time, ATF brought a vehicle into 
the hall.  It’s hard to imagine without seeing it for yourself, 
but the new NIBIN van was actually inside the booth and 
ATF delivered NIBIN demonstration after demonstration 
almost nonstop.  For many visitors, it was the first time they 
had seen a NIBIN machine in action and few had ever seen 
the mobile unit.  IACP delegates spoke directly with experi-
enced forensic analysts on how NIBIN works and 
how their police departments could best utilize 
this technology. 

Perhaps the most popular ATF staffer in the booth 
was the incredibly people-friendly explosive de-
tection K9, Hamlet.  Hamlet was quite the am-
bassador for ATF and engaged the public at every 
opportunity.  He certainly didn’t mind all the at-
tention!

ATF Workshops and Seminars

Every year, IACP seeks the most relevant top-
ics for seminars and workshops and they receive 
hundreds of proposals.  The IACP’s goal is to of-
fer relevant and timely education and training to 
help attendees do their jobs more effectively and 
make their agencies more successful.  

This year, ATF had the opportunity to offer three 
workshops sharing some of our unique exper-
tise.  The first, titled “Media Relations CrossFit:  
Hard Lessons from Seasoned Public Informa-
tion Officers,” leveraged the experience of ATF’s 
seasoned Public Information Officers to provide 
insight into a variety of public media situations 

ranging from the common to the unusual.  More than 200 
law enforcement communicators and PIOs—a standing 
room only crowd—listened to ATF’s presentation covering 
a variety of topics such as interview guidelines, anticipating 
reporters’ questions, and best practices for handling media 
during crises.

New in 2017, IACP inaugurated a “quick hits” format hold-
ing a select number of seminars in the Hub—the center of 
the exhibit hall.  Modeled after the TED Talks, presenters 
had twenty minutes to discuss their topic and ATF chose 
firearms tracing and crime gun intelligence for this format.

The first presentation, “National Tracing Center:  Providing 
Leads to Law Enforcement One Firearm Trace at a Time,” 
provided an overview of the NTC, discussed the benefits of 
firearm tracing and highlighted real world examples where 
firearms tracing has developed significant investigative 
leads.  From Policy to Conviction: Hard Learned Lessons 
from Crime Gun Intelligence Centers, followed with a dis-
cussion of how ATF and local law enforcement work to-
gether using the CGIC model to identify trigger pullers and 
their source of crime guns to get them off the streets before 
they can commit further criminal acts. 

As you can see, a lot happened during our short time in 
Philadelphia.  And believe it or not, planning for IACP 2018 
is already underway!

A worker at the PA Convention Center in Philadelphia takes down the 
ATF banner.  (photo courtesy Dean M. Kueter, Jr.)

IACP, from page 10
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ATF is active on social media!  Come visit us! 

In Memoriam
Harold K Pike, 82, of Montezuma, Georgia, passed away on November 16, 2017.  After military service, 

Mr. Pike served as an ATF special agent in Macon, Georgia, and Greenville, Tennessee, among other 
positions.

Larry L. Shiver, 65, of The Woodlands, Texas, passed away November 24, 2017.  After attending the Uni-
versity of Houston-Downtown, Mr. Shiver served with the Houston Police Department for 13 years and 

with ATF for 22 years.  He was a Waco Veteran.

Waco 25th Anniversary Memorial Observance
Wednesday, February 28, 2018

McLennan County Peace Officer Memorial
Indian Spring Park – Waco, TX

Are you a Waco Veteran?  If so, please get in touch with us!
Waco Veterans are those who were in the operation in Waco on 

Sunday, February 28, 1993.   
 

To commemorate the 25th Anniversary of ATF operations in Waco, TX, and 
honor the veterans, a Memorial Observance is scheduled for February 28, 2018, 

in Waco.  Anyone who was involved in Operation Trojan Horse, the subsequent 51 
days, and the trial, is welcome to attend; more information will be forthcoming.  

The immediate need, however, is to compile a list of the Waco Veterans and their 
contact information.  ATF’s Office of Events and Protocol is compiling this list to 

ensure that each Waco Veteran receives an invitation.  If you are a Waco Veteran or 
you would like additional information regarding this event, please send an email 

to ATFspecialeventsandprotocol@atf.gov or call (202) 648.8590.

mailto:ATFspecialeventsandprotocol@atf.gov
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As the year comes to a close, spending in most households increases in areas 
such as holiday gifts, entertainment and travel.

It’s easy to lose control. So make a plan now to minimize debt while putting 
money where it absolutely needs to go.

Make a List, Check It Twice — Ways to Keep Holiday 
Spending Under Control
By Beth Thierer, LCSW-C, SHRM-CP. Senior Program Manager
ATF Employee Assistance Program, Business Health Solutions

Now That’s A Bargain:  Free Help From Your EAP

Over the past decade, Business Health Services has partnered with the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives to provide EAP counseling to ATF agents and other em-
ployees for a variety of personal and professional concerns.   By calling 800 327 2251, 
you will reach a Care Coordinator at BHS who will match you with a local licensed profes-
sional to address workplace or personal concerns for up to five visits at NO cost.  This is a 

free and confidential service offered by ATF to support its employees.

continued on page 14

Put your current finances under a microscope.  
Call it a gift from you to you.  If you’re trying to get your 
finances in order, plan a visit now with a financial advi-
sor such as a certified financial planner professional.  This 
meeting should extend beyond your holiday spending to 
setting goals for saving, investing and extinguishing debt 
and setting financial goals for the future.  At the meeting, 
you can also examine your spending patterns and the emo-
tional drivers behind many of our financial decisions.  It 
will start the New Year out a whole new way.

Create a holiday budget.  Obviously if you have credit 
card debt now, you don’t want to elevate those numbers.  
Set a spending number you will not exceed and start set-
ting aside cash in an account to cover it.  When should you 
make the budget?  As early in the year as possible, but if you 
haven’t started shopping yet, figure out how much money 
you can realistically set aside and stay as close to that num-
ber as you can.

Avoid the binge.  Staying on a financial diet can be 
tough.  Permit yourself to stray a bit, but commit to avoid-
ing ANY unplanned purchase above a certain threshold, 
such as $25.  Revamp your gift policy for all the adults on 
your list.  Does everyone on your gift list over the age of 21 

really need a gift?  If you think it might be welcome, make a 
suggestion for a gift drawing, a budget limit, a moratorium 
on gifts or some other alternative where you trade off gifts 
for quality time.  For instance, you might agree to take each 
other out to dinner during the New Year or find some other 
fun way to spend time together.  You could help a friend or 
family member with a household project that could save 
them money.  In any case, you’ll save money and gas if you 
don’t wander around the mall wondering what to buy, and 
personal time might be more enjoyable in the long run.

Go debit.  Debit cards bearing a bankcard logo are typi-
cally welcome at most stores where credit cards are accept-
ed.  This way, you pay cash without carrying cash.  If you 
don’t have such a card, you can probably get one from your 
bank to replace your traditional ATM card, but remember to 
tell them to limit your buying power to the cash balance in 
your account.

Start your shopping list for next year.  With your 
budget figure in mind, start jotting down items when your 
kids or other friends and family members mention some-
thing they want.  If it’s something you know they’ll want, 
keep an eye peeled for that item on sale before the holiday 
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Recent Moves
Employee From To
Alt, Lawrence M. RAC/GS, Tampa IV Crime Gun Intel Ctr  Special Agent, Inspection Branch        

Brady, Kelly D. Division Chief, ATF Nat’l Academy  DAD, Professional Development 

Chah, Jin RAC/GS, San Diego II RAC/GS, San Diego I

Greco, Thomas A. Special Agent, Trenton     RAC/GS, Camden    

Hernandez, Armando RAC/GS, San Diego IV RAC/GS, San Diego II 

Hoffman, Christian M. Branch Chief, National Coordination Center  RAC/GS, Chicago V Crime Gun Intel Ctr

Jacobson, John Firearms and Toolmark Examiner, FSL--San Fran Firearms and Toolmark Examiner, NIBIN Br  
Maguire, Jenna L. Program Manager, Undercover Programs Branch    RAC/GS, Chicago I    

Recent Retirements
Employee Position Location Govt. Service
Adams, Gary M. Canine Trainer National Canine Branch II 24

Chard, Scott J. Criminal Investigator Cincinnati I Field Office 29

Cheung, Joseph W. Criminal Investigator Hawaii County Satellite Office 26

Goretsas, Michael D. Telecommunications Specialist (Voice) Voice Services 25

Kaminski, Catherine A. Tactical Ops Officer St. Paul Field Division 27

Portilla, Maria E. Industry Operations Investigator Miami VI (IO) Field Office 35

Viegra, Jose G. Certified Fire Investigator Austin Field Office 30

Submitted by Human Resources Division, Benefits and Workforce Flexibilities Branch

craziness begins.  Granted, you might see an item at deep 
discount when the holiday season officially begins, but you 
won’t need to burn gasoline or fight your way into parking 
lots and through crowds to get it, which may be worth the 
whole difference in price.

Price gifts online, then compare by phone.  Wheth-
er you plan to shop online is a separate issue, but browsing 
online can be a very good idea.  “Shop-bot” websites like 
mySimon.com or cheapuncle.com can help you determine 
general price ranges for gifts you need that are sold online.  
Once you have those ranges, get on the phone and deter-
mine whether you can buy the same items more affordably 
at retailers close to home — again, save gas whenever pos-
sible.

Don’t forget the coupons.  Coupons aren’t just in 
newspapers or direct mail anymore.  If you know particular 
stores where you’ll shop, get on their e-mail lists - you’ll 
start getting coupons and news of specials on a regular ba-
sis.  Also, if you do shop online, sites like BradsDeals.com 
and CouponCabin.com have promotional codes that you 
can type in for discounts before you hit the “total” button 
on an order.

Don’t forget taxes, shipping or fine print when 
shopping online.  Online prices might look like a great 
deal until you realize you may be spending another 20 per-
cent of the gift’s price to get it to your house or the recipi-
ent.  Also, read product descriptions very carefully to make 
sure what you’re buying contains all the features of the item 
that you could buy at the store.  At the same time, if there 
is a legal opportunity to avoid paying sales tax, watch for 
that. For example, clothing purchased in Minnesota, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania or Vermont is tax exempt, and states 
like Delaware and New Hampshire do not impose any sales 
tax (Taxfoundation.org).

Allocate spending for charity.  You can either make 
charity a separate item in your annual budget or part of your 
holiday budget, but if there are specific charities you want 
to support by yearend, it’s a good idea to decide on those 
amounts before the holiday shopping season gets underway.  
This way, you’ll support the organizations you wish to with-
out going outside your budget.  Also, don’t forget to check 
with your employer to see if they’ll match your contribution 
and consider gifts of appreciated stocks rather than cash if it 
fits your charitable goals and tax situation.

SHOPPING, from page 13
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Congratulations, Academy Graduates!
Employee Graduate of First Assignment
Baker, Derrick D. Special Agent Basic Training Miami I

Bird, Derrick L. Special Agent Basic Training Detroit II

Brown, Mandrel L. Special Agent Basic Training Los Angeles I
Cho, Nam I. Special Agent Basic Training Glendale I

Crecelius, Robert L. Special Agent Basic Training Chicago VI

Crump, Kevin M. Special Agent Basic Training Chicago VI

Doerner, Kristy M. Special Agent Basic Training New York III
Fierro, Neddy R. Special Agent Basic Training Chicago VI

Finnamore, Mark B. Special Agent Basic Training West Palm Beach

Grissette, Jimmie L. Special Agent Basic Training Baltimore III

Herndon, Roderick A. Special Agent Basic Training Richmond I

Kirwan, Paul C. Special Agent Basic Training Riverside

Lee, Euphemia S. Special Agent Basic Training Chicago VII

Lifsey, Chad S. Special Agent Basic Training Jacksonville I

Makemson, James E. Special Agent Basic Training Knoxville
Mensah, Bernard E. Special Agent Basic Training Washington II

Montes, Rosalinda Special Agent Basic Training Las Cruces
Newsome, Michael B. Special Agent Basic Training Greensboro

Prose, Elliott J. Special Agent Basic Training Seattle I

Risteen, Richard J. Special Agent Basic Training New York II
Sapyta, Matthew J. Special Agent Basic Training Las Cruces
Tessitore, Joseph D. Special Agent Basic Training Las Cruces
White, Stephen T. Special Agent Basic Training Memphis III

Wiedenhofer, Hans C. Special Agent Basic Training Toledo

Submitted by the ATF National Academy

Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Branch

Employee Position Location
Fahrig, Glenn P. Biologist (Forensic) Forensic Science Lab-Wash
Larson, Heather L. Investigative Analyst Trenton

Lawrence II, Robert E. Technical Surveillance Specialist (TSS) (Field) Washington Field Division

Malone, Michael T. Intelligence Research Specialist Detroit VI (CGIC)

Weeks, Dianna R. Legal Instruments Examiner F&E Imports Branch

New Hires, Welcome to ATF!

Positions listed are management/supervisory positions only.  Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Br

Employee From To
Plank, Matthew J. Division Operations Officer (DOO), Columbus   Area Supervisor (IOI), Columbus III

Saavedra, Francisco A. OCDETF Coordinator, Crime Drug Enf Task Force RAC/GS, Houston IV Crime Gun Intel Ctr

Watson, Marcus S. ASAC, Detroit Field Division     Division Chief, Special Operations Division  

Winston, Frederic D. Program Manager, Internal Affairs Div.    ASAC, Kansas City Field Division   

Recent Moves, continued


