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In a report requested in January by President Obama as one of his executive orders to reduce gun violence, 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives shows Alabama ranks 10th in the nation in the 
number of stolen firearms. 

The ranking remains the same when reports of lost firearms from licensed owners are included. Those 
losses are reported voluntarily. 

Obama requested the report as one of his 23 executive actions announced on Jan. 16. It required the 
Department of Justice to prepare a report analyzing information on lost and stolen guns and to make that 
report widely available to law enforcement because the guns pose a threat to public safety and to law 
enforcement.  

 
 
This graphic shows a breakdown of the types of crimes firearms recovered in Alabama in 2012 were used 
to commit. (Contributed by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives) 

“Those who steal firearms commit violent crimes with stolen guns, transfer stolen firearms to others who 
commit crimes, and create an unregulated secondary market for firearms,” a press release from the ATF 
states.  



The report includes first-time-released demographics data such as a state-by-state breakdown of crime guns 
recovered and traced, the type and caliber of firearms and the criminal offense associated with the gun. 

The report, released this week, analyzed data from 2012 on firearms that were traced. Not all guns are 
traced. 

“A firearms trace is typically conducted when a law enforcement agency recovers a firearm at a crime 
scene and needs to know the origin of that firearm in order to develop investigative leads. Trace 
information can link a suspect to a firearm in a criminal investigation, identify potential traffickers, and 
detect in-state, interstate and international patterns in the sources and types of crime guns,” according to the 
ATF release. 

 
 
This graphic shows the time that elapsed from when a firearm was reported stolen and when it was used in 
a crime. In Alabama, the average is 10.66 years. The national average is 11.12 years. (Contributed by the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives) 

The ATF report gives an overview, for calendar year 2012, of the lost and stolen gun file entries in the 
National Crime Information Center, or NCIC, and of the lost and stolen firearm reports submitted by 
federal firearms licensees to ATF. 

According to Michael Knight, regional spokesman for the ATF, of the 6,084 reported stolen or lost in 
Alabama in 2012, 4,277 were recovered. 

The Top 10 states for stolen firearms in 2012, as reported by NCIC Gun File entries, are:  

1. Texas, 18,435 
2. Georgia, 12,602 
3. Florida, 11,756 



4. California, 10,114 
5. North Carolina, 8,940 
6. Washington, D.C., 7,324 
7. Ohio, 6,782 
8. Pennsylvania, 6,268 stolen 
9. Tennessee, 5,996 stolen 
10. Alabama, 5,989 stolen (6,084 if firearms reported lost are included) 

 
 
This graphic shows in what states the guns recovered in Alabama in 2012 were initially sold. (Contributed 
by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives) 
	  


