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August 21, 2015 
 
The Honorable Barack Obama 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the men and women of the ATF Association to recommend that Thomas E. Brandon, 
Acting Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), be named as the nominee 
for the position of Director of ATF. 
 
Acting Director Brandon is a 27-year veteran of ATF and is a highly acclaimed member of the Senior Executive 
Service. He is a strong proponent of the public safety nature of ATF’s work, but more importantly he has a keen 
understanding of the sensitivities of the industries ATF regulates. He has served admirably as the acting director 
since April 2015, and prior to that, he occupied the position of Deputy Director for nearly four years. As a 
senior executive, he has demonstrated strong leadership skills during tenuous times for ATF. During these 
times, he has been the cornerstone of the foundation keeping ATF focused on its mission. 
 
ATF has suffered as an agency and has come under scrutiny for the lack of consistent leadership. In 2003, ATF 
moved from the department of the Treasury with an appointed director. In 2006, the position of director was 
changed to a Presidential appointed position. Since that time, they have seen four acting directors and one 
confirmed director. The confirmed director served less than two years before joining a private firm. Based on 
the sensitive nature of the work they perform, ATF requires consistency in its leadership. 
  
The members of the ATF Association know all too well the complexities of nominating someone for the 
director’s position.  Our members have seen firsthand the issues you face with your choice of nominees. We	  
wouldn't	  recommend	  anyone	  who	  wasn't	  eminently	  qualified	  and	  confirmable	  to	  lead	  ATF.	  	  Tom	  Brandon	  is	  that	  
leader!	  
 
Thank you for considering our recommendation to nominate Thomas Brandon as the Director of ATF. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael R. Bouchard 
President, ATF Association 

 


