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ATF fallen Senior Special Agent John Capano was posthumously presented the Public Safety Medal of Valor in a ceremony in the 
Old Executive Office Building in Washington, DC, on February 11, 2015.  Agent Capano’s wife Dorea, his daughter, Natalie, and 
his son, John, accepted the medal from Vice President Joe Biden and Attorney General Eric Holder.  Congressman Peter King, 
who not only represents the Capano’s hometown of Seaford on Long Island, but knew John, was on hand as well to meet with the 
family on this special, yet bittersweet day.  

Special Agent John Capano Posthumously Receives the Public 
Safety Medal Of Valor
By Tara Chipman, Executive Secretariat, Office of Public and Governmental Affairs

Vice President Biden presents the Public Safety Medal of Honor
to SA Capano’s son, with Attorney General Holder and Director Jones
in attendance.  (Photo courtesy Boyd Craun) 

continued on page 3
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SA Capano’s family members visited the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial while in 
Washington, DC.  Above, SA John Capano’s son John assists another family member

in making a rubbing of SA Capano’s name engraved on the memorial.
(Photo courtesy Boyd Craun)

CAPANO MEDAL, from page 1

SSA Capano was one of six law enforcement officers honored with the Medal of Valor for the years 2011-2012.  He was one 
of two who was presented the medal posthumously, the other being an officer with the Chicago Police Department.  Tragi-
cally alike in circumstances, both were off duty and both stepped up without regard to their own safety to stop a robbery in 
progress.  While they lost their lives, they saved many other lives in the process.  

The hour-long ceremony also covered recipients for the years 2012-2014.  Among those heroes were two police officers who 
interceded in the Sikh temple shooting in Oak Creek, Wisconsin, and several police officers and firefighters from the Wa-
tertown Police and Fire Departments who engaged the Boston Marathon Bombers in the subsequent chase of the suspects.  

Karol V. Mason, the Assistant Attorney General at the Office of Justice Programs read aloud each harrowing and heroic nar-
rative.  After she read Agent Capano’s narrative, Vice President Biden placed the medal around John’s neck, and the crowd, 
which included a group of Capano family and colleagues from the New York Field Division and Headquarters, rose to its 
feet and gave a long and heartfelt standing ovation.  
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Houston Field Division Continues To Honor The Four 
Agents Who Lost Their Lives At Waco
By SA/PIO Nicole Strong, Houston Field Division

On February 27, 2015, the Houston Field Division held a 
memorial ceremony to honor Special Agents Conway LeB-
leu, Todd McKeehan, Robert Williams and Steven Willis, 
who lost their lives during the execution of warrants at the 
Branch Davidian compound in Waco, Texas on February 
28, 1993.

Among the 60 attendees were Houston Special Agent in 
Charge Robert Elder and Dallas Special Agent in Charge 
Robert Champion, along with dozens of retired special 
agents who were present on that day.

The event was led by Special Agent (ret.) Jesse Chester 
giving an opening prayer, and closed with a benediction by 
Special Agent (ret.) Phil Lewis.  Houston SAC Elder spoke, 
and Houston Metro Sgt. Leonard Wagner played “Amazing 
Grace” on the bagpipes during a wreath-laying ceremony.

The event was capped off with a catered meal where retired 
agents were treated to a meal donated by current agents.

The vow to “Never Forget” was kept alive by current and 
former ATF employees and their families, passing the ATF 
legacy on to another generation.

Right:  Houston SAC Robert Elder shares 
thoughts and personal memories of 

February 28, 1993.

(All photos this page 
courtesy SA/PIO Nicole Strong) 

Below:  ATF Agents past and present who served 
at Waco on February 28, 1993.

Sgt. Wagner of the Houston Metro Police 
performed “Amazing Grace” for the wreath-

laying ceremony. 

SA (Ret.) Jesse Chester 
opened the ceremony with 

a prayer.
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While industry operations investigators are conducting com-
pliance investigations, they often hear federally licensed 
dealers making background check calls to FBI NICS.  On 
February 11, 2015, IOIs from the Columbus and Louisville 
Field Divisions toured a NICS operations center in Wheel-
ing, West Virginia, and were able to learn first-hand what 
happens on the other side of the phone call.  The site visit 
was coordinated by Ernie Lintner, of ATF’s DENI Branch, 
and Sam Demarco, FBI’s Contracting Officer’s Representa-
tive. 

The tour began with a presentation by CSC managers Ray-
mond Whetstone and Jason Baker.  They explained how 
their contract with the FBI works, how calls are routed 
around the country, and the training that their personnel un-
dergo to learn how to handle this sensitive mission.

CSC operates three call centers across the country that an-
swer the initial incoming NICS background check calls.  
CSC employs customer service representatives (CSR), who 
answer the initial incoming calls and input the firearm pur-
chaser’s identifying information into the NICS database.  
These CSRs are then provided with the NICS transaction 
number, which they provide to the FFL.  If the initial back-

IOIs Tour NICS Call Center
By PIO Suzanne Dabkowski, Columbus Field Division

ground check is a “proceed,” the CSR informs the FFL and 
the check is completed.  If there is any sort of further review 
required, the FFL is transferred to the FBI’s second level 
NICS examiners in Clarksburg, West Virginia, for further 
review.  At no point in this process does the CSR see any 
portion of the individual’s criminal history; they only see 
if the transaction is a proceed or if it needs further review.

The visiting IOIs had the opportunity to observe first-hand 
calls made to the center and how the CSRs handle each call.  
The pace of calls and the professionalism displayed by the 
CSRs was impressive.  The pace is non-stop and the calls 
were handled efficiently, politely, and quickly.  All three 
of the call centers are linked by one telephone system, and 
each incoming call is routed to the operator who has been 
off the telephone the longest, no matter where that operator 
is geographically.  On the day and time of the visit, that left 
about 15 seconds between calls for the average CSR.

The tour provided by the FBI and CSC was very informa-
tive and gave the participating IOIs a different perspective 
on background checks and how they are handled.  This in-
formation will undoubtedly be useful as these IOIs continue 
their work in the field.

In Memoriam
Special Agent William “Bill” Sheldon, of the Firearms Traf-
ficking and Interdiction Branch at ATF Headquarters, died 
on March 2, 2015, after a long battle with cancer.  A grave-
side service with military honors was held at 12:00 p.m. on 
March 12 at the Culpeper National Cemetery in Culpeper, 
Virginia.

Special Agent Sheldon dedicated his life to serving his coun-
try; whether it was responding to the terrorist attacks at the 
World Trade Center, serving in Afghanistan in the United 
States Army 69th Infantry Regiment, or combating violent 
crime as an ATF agent in Orlando, Florida.

Special Agent Sheldon is survived by his wife, Gabby, and 
two children, John and Anna.
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Recently, several individuals completed months of special-
ized training in order to carry a badge acknowledging that 
they are now ATF Special Agents (SA), and SA Katherine 
Evans of the Pensacola Field Office is in this group.

In February, the Pensacola Police Department was contact-
ed about a juvenile in possession of three firearms.  The 
juvenile advised that the firearms he had in his vehicle be-
longed to a man he knows as “Moe”.  One of the firearms, 
it turns out, was stolen out of Mississippi.  “Moe” was later 
identified and it was discovered that he had a felony warrant 
for Lewd & Lascivious acts on a minor (victim under 12/
molestation).  A location was developed where the suspect 
was staying at a local motel.  ATF Agents, as part of the 
Gun Crime Response Team, established surveillance while 
an ATF TFO prepared a search warrant in the belief that ad-
ditional firearms and narcotics were present.

ATF agents were on the perimeter of the suspects known lo-
cation with local officers when the suspect was seen leaving 
the hotel.  The suspect later admitted to seeing one of the 
officers and went back inside his room but came back out 
almost immediately afterward at which time agents were 
making their way to the third floor, where his room was 
located.  As he stepped back out of his room, he was im-
mediately detained by ATF agents which included primarily 
SA Evans, who was then in her third day on the job.  Agent 
Evans also detained a female suspect who was with the fu-
gitive.

Agent Evans obtained consent to search on a storage build-
ing known to be used by the suspect, and subsequently 
found a shoe box full of ammunition belonging to the sus-
pect.  This ammo corresponded with the three firearms pre-
viously collected (.17, .22 & .380).  Local police recovered 
methamphetamine (84g), marijuana (25g), and “spice” with 
the search warrant that was being signed when the suspect 
left his hotel room.  The suspect confessed to the previous 
possession of the firearms and transfer of the firearms to the 
17-year-old.

The suspect is a convicted felon, with convictions from Cal-
ifornia.  During an interview with ATF and PPD, the suspect  

Recent ATF Academy Graduate in Action
By RAC Randal Beach, Pensacola Field Office

ATF Special Agent Katherine Evans is pictured 
at the warrant scene.  (Photo courtesy RAC 

Randal Beach)

admitted to the possession of the three firearms previously 
collected and all of the ammunition just located. 

ATF is currently preparing the case for prosecution relating 
to Possession of firearm by felon, possession of stolen fire-
arms, transfer of firearms to juveniles and narcotics.

The Tampa Field Division is glad to have Katherine as part 
of our team and look forward to her contributions in keep-
ing our communities safe from violent offenders.

Congratulations Special Agent Evans!

Tax Time Again!
Federal Income Tax Returns Are Due on Wednesday, April 15.



Inside ATF • 7

Houston Division Special Agents Honored at the United 
States Attorney’s Awards
By SA/PIO Nicole Strong, Houston Field Division 

On February 26th, 2015, Houston Division Special 
Agents Guy Beato, Marissa Perez, Allen Darilek, Richard 
Boehning, and Analyst Donna Gray were honored by the 
United States Attorney’s Office for their outstanding work. 

In Operation AKA’s, SA Beato's hard work exposed a Hous-
ton-based ring that bought weapons in the U.S. for drug car-
tels in Mexico and resulted in the conviction of seven indi-
viduals.  After tracing all the seized guns and identifying 
the straw purchasers, he established their trends, patterns, 
and networks.  Consequently, he pinpointed the time and 
location of their next purchase of firearms and prevented 
the sale of several long guns.  His interviews and investi-
gative leads resulted in a complex conspiracy case against 
both the straw purchasers and higher level gun traffickers as 
well.  After additional hours of surveillance and monitored 
phone calls, he learned of yet another pending firearms sale.  
Again, his swift reaction resulted in the seizure of the weap-
ons and prevention of the firearms from reaching the hands 
of criminals. 

AUSA Homero Ramirez with SA Marissa Perez 
(Photo courtesy SA/PIO Nicole Strong)

AUSA Hugo Martinez, SA Guy Beato, and United 
States Attorney Ken Magidson

 (Photo courtesy SA/PIO Nicole Strong)

In United States vs. Jacaman, Agent Marissa Perez of the 
Laredo Field Office had the arduous task of pouring over 
thousands of pages of documents seized from Jacaman’s 
business and home, and then deciphering, scanning and 
photocopying each item for pretrial use and discovery.  She 
also catalogued, indexed, and secured tracing information 
for each firearm as AUSAs considered a 400+ count mis-
demeanor complaint.  Agent Perez also served as liaison to 
secure historical data and records for possible 404(b) use at 
trial.  Despite the indictments on the principals, she contin-
ued to investigate their efforts for the purpose of pretrial re-
lease conditions, and thwarted the attempt to transfer busi-
ness operations to family members.  Her efforts led to the 
near-charging of the defendants with submitting a fraudu-
lent application to ATF.

ATF Special Agent Richard Boehning’s efforts began 
in 2009.  Recognizing the breadth and depth of the Ary-
an Brotherhood of Texas’ (ABT) criminal activities, he 
planned and coordinated a week-long ABT case summit in 
2009 and organized an ABT Task Force, which eventually 
included more than 50 Federal, state and local agents and 

continued on page 8
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continued on page 9

SAC Robert Elder with SA Allen Darilek.  SA Richard 
Boehning and Analyst Donna Gray were also honored, but 

were not present at the ceremony.
(Photo courtesy SA/PIO Nicole Strong)

officers.  During the course of this investigation, 
SA Boehning monitored multiple TIII wiretaps 
and eventually offered testimony to the grand 
jury as well as Federal and state trials.  While 
preparing discovery for dissemination to the de-
fense and preparing for trial, Boehning tagged 
over 40,000 pieces of evidence and participated 
in dozens of defendant/witness interviews and 
debriefs.

Agent Darilek led the San Antonio portion of the 
ABT investigation which included the investiga-
tion of multiple defendants eventually charged 
by the state and federal government with mur-
ders, attempt to commit murder, and attempts to 
harm or intimidate witnesses.  He coordinated 
efforts with multiple law enforcement agen-
cies, state and Federal, coordinated collection 
of evidence and reports for entry into the Rela-
tivity System and maintained communication 
throughout the prosecution of the case.

Donna Gray was a pivotal piece of the investigation team.  
She literally spent hundreds of hours poring through jail 
calls for pieces of information relevant to proof and in an 

ongoing effort to stay on top of threats to officers, jail staff 
and witnesses as well as aiding the organization of 40,000 
or more pieces of evidence using the Relativity database.

One Man + One Dog = One Great Team
By Karen Bishop, Writer-Editor, Executive Secretariat, Public and Governmental Affairs

Scientific studies note that the domesticated dog descended 
from wolves thousands of years ago.  Since then, they’ve 
served a variety of roles for humans: herders, diggers, re-
trievers, protectors, aggressors, guides, companions, and, 
oddly enough, fashion accessories.  A majority of people 
bond with dogs more strongly than with any other animal, 
maybe because dogs feel and exhibit emotions like we 
do.  Some are scared of thunderstorms, greedy about food, 
needy about attention.  Many dog owners often say that go-
ing home to their pet reduces the stress of work.  But what 
if your dog IS your work?

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF) Special Agent Canine Handler (SACH) Rennie 
Mora was a Customs narcotic canine handler in Queens, 
New York before transitioning to ATF in 2004 as a Spe-
cial Agent.  When he heard that a vacancy was opening up 
in ATF’s Canine Program, he jumped on it, anxious to get 
back to working with a law enforcement canine.  Upon ac-
ceptance, and following separate initial training programs 
for both of them, SACH Mora was paired with Randi, a 
female American Labrador Retriever trained to scent up to 
19,000 explosive odor combinations.  

At 3 and ½ years, Randi’s not a puppy anymore.  How-
ever, she’s a petite 50 pounds (a typical female of this breed 
weighs 55 to 70 pounds), and her loveable nature and small 
appearance make her an endearing dog that people love to 
pet.  SACH Mora says that Randi lives to please.  She’s full 
of energy and the drive to work.  She knows that her Agent 
is happy when she does her job, and making him happy is 
exactly what she wants to do.

As a canine handler, your work doesn’t stop at the office 
door – the canine comes home with you.  Randi isn’t just 
SACH Mora’s partner, she’s part of the family, a little sister 
to his two pugs at home.  The privilege of working with 
Randi also brings the responsibility for overseeing her daily 
training routine.  ATF canines are trained using a food re-
ward system; they detect odors and get fed.  In order to re-
ceive food, canines must successfully detect a scent.  This 
means that they ‘work’ every day, even weekends and holi-
days.  And, because the canine works, so does the handler.  
But to SACH Mora, this is just what you do for family; it 
makes their bond stronger, which makes them a better team.

AWARDS, from page 7
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K9 RANDI, continued from page 8

Above:  Just like their human 
colleagues, ATF’s canines have 
official photos.  (Photo courtesy 

ATF)

Right:  SACH Rennie Mora and 
Randi conduct training
at Coors Field, Denver.

 (Photo courtesy 
SA/PIO Chris Amon)

As a team assigned to the Denver Field Division, they’ve 
handled a variety of missions.  Randi is up for any chal-
lenge, and the connection she shares with SACH Mora 
makes even emotionally difficult missions easier to bear.  
On December 13, 2013, the team responded to Arapahoe 
County High School, where a shooting had occurred.  They 
swept the command post and parking lot, as well as the resi-
dence of the student who initiated the attack.  This was a 
hard mission to accomplish, since it dealt with the deaths 
of two teenagers, but SACH Mora and Randi relied on each 
other to conduct a thorough search and complete the mis-
sion. 

More recently, SACH Mora and Randi, along with other 
ATF canine teams and the Special Response Team, assisted 
in the manhunt for Eric Frein, suspected of murdering a 
Pennsylvania law enforcement officer and wounding a sec-
ond officer in September 2014.  The teams performed ex-
haustive searches in the rough terrain of the Pocono Moun-
tains, hunting the deadly survivalist.  Frein, captured at the 
end of October 2014, is currently awaiting trial.

The two work hard to stay in top shape.  They train in a va-
riety of venues, but a favorite location is Coors Field, home 

of Major League 
Baseball’s Colo-
rado Rockies.  

Due to the public visibility, games can be considered high 
target venues.  ATF works with team management and lo-
cal law enforcement to perform sweeps during some games.  
Because of this, ATF has developed a good relationship with 
team management, who allows them occasional use of the 
field for training.  The 76-acre facility has a seating capacity 
of over 50,000, so there’s a lot of room for practice!  

The field was the recent site of an ATF-hosted law enforce-
ment training event that drew about 15 canine teams from 
various agencies within Colorado, as well as out of state.  
SACH Mora and Randi served as the lead team, coordinat-
ing the training and providing three, large bulk explosives 
odors for detection.  Many smaller agencies rarely get the 
opportunity to train with multiple bulk explosive odors, so 
this was a significant event.  SACH Mora explained that 
the canine community, regardless of the team’s owning 
agency, is a tight network that shares best practices and ex-
periences to enhance team abilities.  Different agencies take 
turns hosting training events throughout the year, because 
the community’s focus is on learning while training, so that 
teams function seamlessly during missions.

So, what do you do if your dog IS your work?  You enjoy 
every minute of the experience.  SACH Mora said that if 
he could have his choice of any dog he’d choose Randi, 
because it’s a blessing to have her.  I can’t ask Randi how 
she feels about her handler, but I’m pretty sure she’d agree! 
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On Saturday, April 9, 2011, at approximately 8:20 a.m., 
a 911 call was received by the Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP).  The caller was reporting a house fire at her next 
door neighbor’s house in the small town of Washago, lo-
cated in the Township of Severn, Ontario, Canada, which is 
just over 100 miles north of the city of Toronto.  The caller 
and three others bravely entered the burning house in an 
attempt to rescue the 82 year old sole occupant.  Despite 
the heroic efforts by the neighbors, the victim had sustained 
burns to nearly 85% of his body.  Due to the nature and 
severity of the victim’s burns, he subsequently succumbed 
to his injuries. 

The victim originally came to Canada from the UK in the 
1960’s where he stayed until his untimely death.  He was 
employed as a marine engineer with the City of Toronto Fire 
Service for almost 30 years before retiring in the Township 
of Severn.  People who knew the victim described him as a 
quiet man who kept to himself; but was also someone who 
was always willing to help anyone in need of assistance.

ATF Expertise Crosses Borders To Solve Fatal Arson
By SA Joshua Rusk, Assistant Country Attache, ATF Toronto, Canada

The experience of the first responders and initial investiga-
tors at the scene led detectives to believe the fire and death 
were suspicious.  The assistance of the OPP Criminal Inves-
tigations Branch (CIB) and the Office of the Fire Marshal 
(OFM) of Ontario were requested to assist with the investi-
gation.  Investigators immediately identified a former friend 
and ad hoc caregiver to the victim as the primary suspect.  

Due to the manner of the victim’s death, investigators rec-
ognized that determining the cause of the fire would be a 
critical element for a successful prosecution.  The OFM 
completed their investigation but was unable to positively 
identify the cause of fire.  They proffered three possible hy-
potheses, each of which the OFM claimed were equally as 
likely to have occurred. However, only a finding that the 
fire was intentionally set and proof that the primary suspect 
was responsible would allow for a criminal charge to be 
laid.

A photo taken at the crime scene shows the extensive damage.
(Photo courtesy Ontario Provincial Police)

continued on page 11
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In late 2011, investigators approached the ATF for assis-
tance.  ATF Special Agent/Certified Fire Investigator M. 
Dixon Robin of the Rochester Field Office, New York Field 
Division, along with Senior Electrical Engineer (SEE) Mike 
J. Keller and Fire Research Engineer (FRE) Jamie Lord of 
the Office of Science and Technology, agreed to assist in 
the investigation.  ATF personnel traveled to Canada, met 
with investigators and viewed the scene.  In 2012, a number 
of evidentiary items were submitted to the ATF Laboratory 
Services, Fire Research Lab, for analysis.  Investigators 
from OPP and OFM were invited to monitor all testing.  The 
resulting conclusions, based upon the efforts by ATF, were 
that the cause of the fire was neither electrical nor careless 
smoking/candles.  The fire was therefore determined to 
have been intentionally set.  This critical piece of evidence 
allowed investigators to arrest the primary suspect for the 
charge of 1st degree murder and thus began the case of Her 
Majesty the Queen (HMQ) and Cole.

During the summer of 2013, ATF SEE Keller and ATF FRE 
Lord were proffered as witnesses for the Crown prosecution 
at the accused’s preliminary hearing.  Each was qualified as 
an expert in their respective fields.  The accused ‘conceded 
committal’ for first degree murder and the case was sent for 
judge and jury trial.

In February 2015, the 1st degree murder trial of HMQ and 
Cole was held before a jury in the city of Barrie, Ontario.  
SEE Keller and FRE Lord both testified as experts for the 

prosecution.  According to the Crown Prosecutors, the qual-
ity of their work and delivery of their testimony was excep-
tional.  A senior member of the court staff went so far as to 
say he had never heard better witnesses in over 25 years of 
service. 

On March 5, 2015, the jury in HMQ and Cole returned, af-
ter two days of deliberation, with a verdict of guilty for 1st 
degree murder.  Margaret Lee Cole received a sentence of 
life imprisonment with no chance of parole for 25 years.  
This is the maximum sentence an individual can receive un-
der Canadian law.

Without the work of Mike Keller, Jamie Lord, Dixon Robin 
and the ATF, the accused in this matter would not have been 
convicted. The professionalism and dedication to duty of 
these individuals was simply outstanding.  As a result of 
this investigation the relationship between the OPP and the 
ATF has been greatly strengthened.  The partnerships which 
have been fostered will enable both agencies to respond to 
future crimes in a demonstrably more effective manner. 

The Crown Prosecution Team, the OPP, the OFM and the re-
maining members of the victim’s family all expressed their 
sincere gratitude to Mike Keller, Jamie Lord and M. Dixon 
Robin for their extensive work on this investigation.  Their 
work resulted in justice being served in a heinous crime 
where an elderly victim was murdered simply to better the 
accused’s financial position.  Project Barnsley is a shining 
example of the value of ATF’s continued cross-border ef-
forts with our partners in Canada and throughout the world.

L-R:  Detective Constable Mike Burrows, Detective Constable Mairi Young, Asst. Crown Attorney 
Miriam Villamil-Pallister, ATF Fire Research Engineer Jamie Lord, Asst. Crown Attorney Mike Flos-

man, ATF Senior Electrical Engineer Mike Keller, Detective Inspector Martin Graham.
(Photo courtesy Ontario Provincial Police)

ARSON, continued from page 10
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Major Cases:  From the ATF Weekly Report
Compiled By ATF Executive Secretariat Staff
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Defendant Receives 80-Year Sentence – 
Waco, Texas:
On February 19, 2015, a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) defendant was sentenced to 80 
years in state prison after having been found guilty of soliciting the murder of a Texas state judge.  This case was worked 
jointly with the McLennan County Sheriff’s Office, the United States Marshals Service, and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Federal Explosives Permittee Cited for Vio-
lations – Atchison, Kansas:
On February 21, 2015, a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) federal explosives permittee was 
cited for various federal and state violations and received a state order to cease and desist all operations for the next 60 
days, all stemming from the permittee’s loss of over 12,000 pounds of explosives material, use of underground storage, 
and unsafe operating conditions.  The permittee voluntarily surrendered his Type-33 Federal Explosive Permit to ATF 
and returned all explosives materials to the supplier and/or surrendered them to the Kansas State Fire Marshal’s Office.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Defendants Sentenced on Firearms and Nar-
cotics Charges – St. Joseph, Missouri:
On February 12, 2015, 16 Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) defendants were sentenced fol-
lowing an organized crime drug enforcement task force investigation by ATF, the St. Joseph Police Department, and 
the Buchanan County Sheriff’s Office.  Numerous firearms and large quantities of narcotics were purchased or seized 
through the course of the investigation.  All defendants indicted in the investigation pled guilty; 14 have been sentenced 
to prison terms of varying lengths, one received 5 years of probation, and one is awaiting a sentencing date.  

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Electrical Engineer Inspects Items from Met-
ro Tunnel Fire – Washington, D.C.:
On February 13, 2015, a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Fire Research Laboratory electri-
cal engineer attended a joint inspection of items recovered from the scene of a fire in a tunnel of the Washington, D.C. 
Metro train system, where one passenger died and approximately 80 others were hospitalized due to smoke inhalation.  
Other attendees included Washington, D.C. Metro Police Department, National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), 
and the Federal Transit Administration.  The inspection was conducted at NTSB’s Washington, D.C. laboratory and 
focused on examining and documenting electrical cables involved in the incident.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Executes Warrants in Joint Investigation – 
Tyler, Texas:
On February 5, 2015, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) special agents, in coordination with 
the Drug Enforcement Agency, United States Marshals Service, and local law enforcement agencies, executed Federal 
arrest warrants and search warrants relating to indictments for Federal firearms violations and a methamphetamine dis-
tribution conspiracy. Twenty-two individuals were indicted by a Federal grand jury; nineteen are in custody and three 
remain at large.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Executes Multiple Warrants Over a 2-Day 
Period – New York, New York:
From February 9 - 11, 2015, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), as part of a Title 3, Or-
ganized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force investigation, served nine search warrants at various residences, seizing 
nine firearms, ammunition, illegal drugs, approximately $125,000, and four vehicles with hydraulic compartments for 
trafficking firearms and narcotics from New York City to Rochester, New York.  Four suspects have been charged in 
state court; one suspect has been charged on Federal criminal complaints.  The investigation continues.
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ATF Awards Spotlight
With Operation Black Rain, ATF Reins In the Mongols
By Karen Bishop, Writer-Editor, Executive Secretariat
Based on a nomination from Special Agent (ret.) Frank D’Alesio, former GS, Dallas IV HIDTA

The following ATF and other law enforce-
ment employees were honored for their 

roles in Operation Black Rain:

Distinguished Service Medal
ASAC Eric Harden

SA John Ciccone
SA Darrin Kozlowski

SA John Carr
SA Greg Gainoi

SA Paul D’Angelo
SA Jeffrey Russell

ATF Honor Award
Detective Sergeant Christoper Cervantes

Detective Agostino Brancato
Detective David Luther

Detective (retired) Michael Williams
Detective Doug Pearson

Detective Sergeant Andrew McDermott
Detective David Arboreen

AUSA Christopher Brunwin
AUSA Reema El-amamy

AUSA Steven Welk

Operation Black Rain, a joint investigation of the Mongols 
Outlaw Motorcycle Gang (OMG), began in May 2005, with 
the undercover phase concluding successfully in October 
2008 with the indictment of 79 individuals, seizure of 106 
motorcycles, and purchase/seizure of 320 firearms and ap-
proximately 7800 grams of various illegal drugs.  The full-
time task force, led by Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives (ATF) Los Angeles Field Division 
Assistant Special Agent in Charge Eric Harden, consisted of 
a tightly woven team of undercover ATF agents from ATF 
field offices in Los Angeles, California; Las Vegas, Nevada; 
Boston, Massachusetts; and Denver, Colorado; police of-
ficers from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 
Montebello Police Department (PD) and the Las Vegas 
Metropolitan PD; and Assistant United States Attorneys 
from the Central District of California.

During the intense 38-month undercover phase, agents suc-
cessfully maintained covert backgrounds, defeating Mon-
gol scrutiny and, in three instances, polygraph examina-
tions.  To support those undercover, agents and task force 
officers used high tech surveillance and 24-hour wiretap 
monitoring, including one wiretap daringly installed in the 
residence of the Mongols’ National President.

On October 28, 2008, over 1500 individuals from ATF 
and local law enforcement agencies executed 160 Federal 
search warrants in 6 states.  In total, 113 Mongol members 
and associates were arrested for federal narcotics and fire-
arms violations, with 79 of the defendants indicted on Rack-
eteer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act charges.  
As further recognition for the outstanding efforts made in 

this complex investigation, it was awarded the U.S. Attor-
ney General’s Award for Distinguished Service in 2011.

ATF Agent Runs In Memory of Newtown
By SA/PIO Kevin Richardson, Tampa Field Division

On December 14, 2012, 20 school-age children and 6 adult 
staff members were murdered at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School.  In the aftermath of the attack, people near and far 
began to consider how they could commemorate the lives 
ended in the attack.  Some of the victims’ families began 
charitable efforts in the name of their lost loved ones, such 
as the Kowalski family, whose son Chase Michael Antho-
ny Kowalski had been killed in the attack.  Chase loved 
sports and enjoyed running in races, and the Kowalski fam-
ily wanted to capture Chase’s competitive spirit and vitality 
in creating a charity in his honor with a focus on health 
and wellness for children and their families. CMAK (Chase 

Michael Anthony Kowalski) Sandy Hook Memorial Foun-
dation has pursued programs and initiatives that encourage 
personal improvement, healthy lifestyles and strong family 
and communities. 

Part of the charitable effort, the Batons 4 Chase Program, 
aims to keep Chase’s spirit and vitality alive by request-
ing athletes to take up the baton, compete in a challeng-
ing athletic event in Chase’s honor, and pass the batons to 
another willing to do the same.  One of our ATF colleagues 

continued on page 14
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About the Race4Chase Kids Triathlon Program: 

Chase’s story has inspired many athletes to honor Chase with their competitions and raise money to support 
CMAK.  CMAK established grass root online fundraising campaigns on First Giving to facilitate these efforts.  We 
have many compelling stories that have emanated from these competitions which have been a comfort to the 
Kowalski family and all CMAK supporters.

We have many athletes dedicating their training miles (run, bike, swim) to Chase as we try to accumulate One 
Million Miles over the next years.  We have seen many inactive people turn into road racers due to Chase’s inspi-
ration.   The Race4Chase now has 11 Batons being carried by all types of people for the tiny little miracles taken 
from their loving families on that tragic day in December.

Many enjoy following our Race4Chase Baton Program, inspired by one of the first Race4Chasers, Kevin Bres-
nahan, as he completed his first 1000 miles dedicated to Chase.  Race4Chase batons are given to inspired 
athletes to complete an athletic activity (run/walk/bike/swim/other) in Chase’s memory and then pass the baton 
and instructions off to another to do the same.  The Race4Chase community follows the path of the baton and the 
stories from the athletes that have taken it up.  As part of our activities, we organize Race4Chase team participa-
tion in athletic events so our supporters can meet and compete together.  Race4Chase teams will take part as 
official charity teams at marathons, triathlons and relays across the country.

Through Chase’s inspiration, our Race4Chase community is growing and committed to improving themselves, 
honoring Chase and the other students and educators taken from us and strengthening families and communi-
ties.  Join the Race4Chase community, participate in our events, establish your own Race4Chase teams in your 
local community and enjoy the feeling of doing something worthwhile for yourself and your community.

info@cmakfoundation.org   race4chase@gmail.com                                          (Source:  organization website)

L-R:  ATF Task Force Officer/Baltimore City 
Police Officer Ivo Louvado and ATF Tampa 

Field Division ASAC David Brown.
(Photo courtesy ASAC David Brown)

has taken up this challenge.  On January 10, 2015, ATF 
Assistant Special Agent in Charge Dave Brown and 
ATF Task Force Officer Ivo Louvado, from the Balti-
more City Police Department, celebrated completing 
the 2015 Disney Marathon in Orlando, Florida.  Both 
of these individuals trained very hard; and this year’s 
marathon meant so much more due to the golden ba-
ton you see them holding.  The baton was carried by 
ATF TFO Ivo Louvado throughout the race in honor of 
Chase and the other students and teachers lost at Sandy 
Hook.  The photo shows ASAC Brown accepting Baton 
#10 from ATF TFO Louvado at the finish line of the 
marathon.  In the spring, ASAC Brown will carry this 
baton in a road race in Washington in D.C. with his son, 
who will be a graduate from the Washington D.C. Po-
lice Department.  At the end of this race, ASAC Brown 
will give Baton #10 to his son who will then carry it in 
another race and, subsequently, give it to another com-
petitor and law enforcement colleague.  The memory of 
Chase, his fellow classmates, and their dedicated teach-
ers was a great inspiration to the athletes.

CHASE,  from page 13
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Community Outreach By Louisville Field Division
By SA/PIO George Huffman, Louisville Field Division

On March 9 and 10, SAC Stuart Lowrey spoke to West Louisville community members about ATF’s 
mission, working with local police and other federal agencies, gun safety, and the importance of 
documenting personal firearms at the No More Red Dots Campaign.  No More Red Dots is a non-
profit gun safety and violence prevention program in Louisville, Kentucky, for at-risk children and 
their families.  Special Agent/ K9 Handler Daniel Neie spoke about ATF’s explosives program and 
canine program.  Special Agent Neie and Vegas conducted demonstrations.
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Need help?      Contact the Employee Assistance Program      800.327.2251      www.bhsonline.com

Caring for an elder, spouse or adult child can be satisfying but difficult work.

It involves not only the task of doing, but the task of coping, figuring out creative so-
lutions, and working to keep your head above water.  If you’re part of this group, you 
know that caring for a family member has its rewards and its trials.  The needs of the 
caregiver often get neglected.  The more neglected the caregiver feels, the less effec-
tive he or she may be.  How can you help yourself?

Caregiver Support:  Taking Care Of Those Who Take Care 
of Others
By Amie Long, LCSW-C, ATF Employee Assistance Program
Business Health Solutions

Recognize Your Feelings

Caregivers can experience enormous amounts of stress 
while trying to balance a job, family, and the needs of their 
loved ones.  At some point, most caregivers feel helpless, 
angry, resentful, and then guilty for having these negative 
feelings.  Caregivers may feel angry that other members of 
the family don’t visit, help out enough, or are critical of 
them.  While it’s natural to have these feelings, it’s also im-
portant not to keep them bottled up inside.  Talk about these 
feelings with others in your family and support network.

Use Support Services

Start looking into support services before you need help.  If 
you can develop a plan before your situation becomes a cri-
sis, you will be better equipped to deal with the situation as 
it evolves.  Investigate adult day care programs, which of-
ten include therapy, activities, meals, and health care.  Use 
in-home help services, including nursing care and personal 
care services.  Most communities have meals-on-wheels 
programs for older and ill individuals.  Call social service 
agencies, local senior centers, home health agencies, home 
care agencies, and transportation systems for referrals.   

Other options may include the following:

Telephone Reassurance Programs. These volunteer 
programs have people call individuals regularly to check 
that everything is okay. They can then call you if there 
seems to be a problem.

Care Manager or Social Worker. Trained in gerontol-
ogy, social work, nursing and/or counseling, these profes-

sionals can assess, manage and educate about a variety of 
care needs, including financial, legal, and medical issues.

Home Observation Programs. These are programs in 
which people who visit the house regularly, such as people 
who read the gas meter or deliver mail, are trained to notice 
if something doesn’t look right and report it to the proper 
authorities.

Respite Services. These programs give caregivers a 
break—for a day, a week, or a weekend—by taking in or 
caring for a senior for a specific period of time. 

Accept Help From Others

Considering the time commitment involved in taking care 
of an ailing family member, it’s easy to see why many care-
givers feel isolated.  Not only is it difficult to carve out time 
to continue pursuing hobbies and activities, but friends and 
families tend to shy away, either out of fear of being asked 
to help or simply from a lack of understanding about the 
situation.  If friends or family members want to help, ac-
cept their offers. Join a support group where you can share 
experiences with other caregivers.

Nourish Yourself

Remember to take it one day at a time.  You don’t have to 
leave your house to do something for yourself.  Read a book 
or watch a favorite movie.  Ask a friend or neighbor come 
to your house so you can get out for a while, not just to do 
errands but to go window shopping or to take a walk in the 
park.

continued on page 17
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Recent Retirements
Employee Position Location Govt. Service
Bangs, Gary L. DIO Washington Field Division 27
Branch-Enderlin, Joy Program Manager National Coordination Center -- ESF-13 27
Bury, Lynn M. Intelligence Research Specialist Kansas City IV (Intelligence) FO 32
Donnalley, Linda B. Evidence Control Specialist Forensic Science Lab - Atlanta 27
Padilla, Mark A. Criminal Investigator Chicago II Field Office 24
Riehl, Edward P. Group Supervisor Charlotte I Field Office 26
Tanabe, Scott D. Criminal Investigator Phoenix II Field Office 26

Submitted by Human Resources Division, Benefits and Workforce Flexibilities Branch

Moves
Employee From To
Payne, Michael J. Branch Chief, Joint Support & Opr Ctr-JSOC   RAC/GS, Boston VI Field Office         
Jones, Alicia D. Program Manager, SA/IOI Staffing Branch     Group Supervisor/RAC, Columbia Field Office   
Hanover Jr., James A. Program Manager, Investigative Support Br RAC/GS, Providence Field Office   
Munn, Chad D. RAC/GS, Atlanta IV Fo     Branch/Unit/Team Chief, Leadership Institute Br  
Ferguson, James M. RAC/GS, Boston VI Field Office    Division Chief, Firearms Operations Division  
Murphy, Kevin R. Area Supervisor,  Charlotte III (Industry Ops) Director Of Industry Operations (DIO), Dallas 
Bryson, Robert F. Group Supervisor/RAC, Indianapolis Field Office    RAC/GS, Indianapolis III  

Ask yourself what you need in order to take care of your-
self.  Do you need a support group?  In-home help?  Respite 
care?  A counselor to help you sort out and understand your 
situation?  Remember, one of the best things you can do for 
the person you care for is to take good care of yourself.

Need help?      Contact the Employee Assistance Program      800.327.2251      www.bhsonline.com

Inside ATF
The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives

U.S. Department of Justice

Quick Stats

• 59% of the adult population either is, or expects to be, a 
family caregiver.

• Two-thirds of all caregivers are also employed outside of 
the home.

CAREGIVERS, from page 16
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New Hires, Welcome to ATF!

Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Branch

Employee Position Location
Newsome, Felice A. Equal Employment Specialist Office of the Director
Barton, Aisha L. Chief Counsel Management Support Specialist Division Counsel- Houston
Lyons, Matthew S. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Cleveland III
Monfort, Lillian M. Asset Forfeiture Attorney Asset Forfeiture Division
Johnston, Brian M. Investigative Analyst Wilmington
Taylor, Christopher B. Investigative Analyst Pensacola
Holz, Beth A. Investigative Analyst Tallahassee
Sullivan, Will P. Investigative Analyst Miami III (Intel) 
McCann, Ronnie R. Investigative Analyst Spokane II
Medina, Michael L. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) St. Louis III
Rollin, Clinton C. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Tucson III
Anderson, Alisha O. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Atlanta  V
Snow, Kimberle K. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Cleveland III
Ferris, Daniel D. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Des Moines
Sheriff, Blake Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Portland III
Kling, Susan J. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Helena II
Doyle, Jeffrey S. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Indianapolis II
Nielsen, Michelle L. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Portland III
Rorem, Garrett W. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) St Paul II
Seidenkranz, Christina A. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Tucson III
Irvin, Simon P. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) St. Louis III
Spicer, Dewey A. Equipment Specialist (Ordnance) Firearms Technology Branch
Folley, David C. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Denver III
Staros, Keith E. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Springfield, Il II
Rodriguez, David D. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Albuquerque II
Johnson, Latrecia M. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Jackson II
Edwards, Erica L. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Albuquerque II
Larouere, Colin P. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Raleigh
Consigny, Derek M. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Boise 
Hilliard, Angela L. Fingerprint Specialist Forensic Science Lab- San Francisco
Hartley, Doris D. Budget Analyst ATF National Academy
Rodriguez Smith, Christina M. Investigative Analyst Albuquerque II

Employee From To
Biletnikoff, Brian S. Special Agent, Gulfport Field Office         RAC/GS, Tucson IV    
Hummel, Hans C. Area Supervisor, St. Paul II (Industry Ops) Director Of Industry Operations (DIO), St. Paul  
Demaree, Justin C. Special Agent, El Centro Field Office     Group Supervisor/RAC, Tulsa Field Office   
Brown, Paul W. Chief, Explosives Industry Programs Br Director Of Industry Operations (DIO), Denver    
Rather, Anthony E. Project Officer, Law Enf. Support Br.          Senior Operations Officer (SOO), Washington

Positions listed are management/supervisory positions only.  Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Br

Moves, continued


