
IN THIS Still Busting, page 4 St. Pats in DC, page 5 Performance, page 10
ISSUE: A Flag Over Waco, page 8 Email, page 17 Emotions and $$, page 18

March 2016

continued on page 3

Denver FD Helps Colorado Law Enforcement Keep 
Pace With Increased HME Discoveries
By PIO Lisa Meiman, Denver Field Division

Adapting to criminals’ constantly evolving bag of tricks is a continuous chase for law enforcement, and nowhere is that pursuit 
more deadly than in the rapidly growing world of homemade explosives, or HMEs. 

“There has been a lot of change in the explosives world since I joined ATF 25 years ago,” said Group Supervisor Tim Kelly, who 
leads Denver Field Division’s arson and explosives group in Colorado.  “There are significant controls over the explosives indus-
try post 9-11, so we don’t see many traditional explosives anymore.  Now, we are seeing criminals use homemade explosives.”

As part of ATF’s efforts to help local law enforcement keep pace with criminals, Denver FD’s Special Agent Canine Handler 
Rennie Mora brought in a forensic chemist, Jan. 20, to train canine teams and other officers to recognize homemade explosive 
labs, precursors and devices. 

Part of the impetus for the training is that Denver and the surrounding area have seen a noticeable uptick in homemade explosives 
laboratories, even excluding the unintentional hash oil kind.  According to Forensic Chemist Brittany Crane Calhoun out of the 

San Francisco Laboratory, Colorado is not anomalous.    

Google searches of two HMEs that were the focus of the training—
TATP and HMTD—topped 600,000 last year, she shared.  YouTube 
searches were about 10,000, but the number is increasing dramati-
cally. 

“The YouTube videos are like tutorials for how to make HMEs,” said 
Calhoun.  “And a lot of times, they are not correct or missing key 
safety precautions.”

About 20 people attended from ATF, Denver Fire Department, Trans-
portation Security Administration, Federal Reserve, Federal Protec-

tive Service, Wyoming Highway Patrol, Denver and Jefferson County Sheriff’s Offices, Denver Police Department and the 
Colorado Springs Police Department bomb squad. 

The training consisted of a 1.5-hour presentation on peroxides at Denver’s Federal Reserve followed by imprinting or refresher 
runs of the local canine teams on TATP and HMTD odors. 

“Homemade explosives are energetic materials that can be made with readily available materials,” said Calhoun. “You can find 
instructions in explosives books and online.  It doesn’t take a lot of knowledge or experience to make this stuff, but that also 
means extremely important safety measures are being missed.”

“Homemade explosives are energetic mate-
rials that can be made with readily avail-
able materials,” said Forensic Chemist 
Brittany Crane Calhoun.  “You can find 
instructions in explosives books and online.  
It doesn’t take a lot of knowledge or experi-
ence to make this stuff, but that also means 
extremely important safety measures are 
being missed.”



2  Inside ATF March 2016

Inside ATF is published monthly by the
Office of Public and Governmental Affairs.

Assistant Director: Chris Shaefer
Deputy Assistant Director:  Fred Milanowski

Chief of Staff: Tom Klein 
Editor:  Jennifer Budden

Cover Story:  Denver FD Helps Colorado Law Enforcement Keep Pace With HME Discoveries.............. 1

Houston Field Division Honors Two Special Agents.................................................................................... 3

Kitty and the Moonshine Still........................................................................................................................ 4

Shamrocks And Explosives And Newsprint:  Washington FD Public Information News........................... 5

ATF Conducts Post Blast Investigation School For Florida Law Enforcement............................................ 6

Reunion for Veterans of Operation Trojan Horse.......................................................................................... 7

The Story Of The Waco Flag........................................................................................................................ 8

New Exhibits about the SRT, SOD and Operation Trojan Horse Installed In Atrium at HQ....................... 9

Saving A Hero............................................................................................................................................... 12

Intelligence Research Specialists Attend LEIU/IALEIA Training Event In New Orleans........................... 13

ATF Agent Recognized By Exchange Club.................................................................................................. 14

ATF Performance Management System Praised........................................................................................... 14

Major Cases:  From The ATF Weekly Report............................................................................................... 15

The Curious Case Of The Moonrock:  An Interview With Retired Special Agent William Williams.......... 16

NIBIN Success Story Of The Month............................................................................................................. 17

It’s a Small World:  An ATF/ATA Success Story........................................................................................... 18

ATF Erie Honors Retiring TFO.................................................................................................................... 18

You Can Thank (Or Blame) Ray Tomlinson.................................................................................................. 19

Law Enforcement Awards Ceremony Honors NYFD Agent’s Heroic Actions............................................. 19

Emotional Aspects of Financial Management............................................................................................... 20

In Memoriam................................................................................................................................................ 22

Recent Retirements, Moves, Academy Graduates, New Hires..................................................................... 22

In This Issue

If you have questions about article submission, please con-
tact the editor at jennifer.budden@atf.gov or at the address 
below.    

Editor, Inside ATF
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
Executive Secretariat, Mail Stop 5.S-144 
99 New York Ave., N.E. 
Washington, DC 20226

Employees who are retiring soon can still receive Inside ATF 
by signing up at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/
subscribe.html?code=USATF_55

Inside ATF welcomes your articles, pictures and ideas. 
Please send in your articles via email, written in Micro-
soft Word.  Photos should be submitted as .jpg files, at the 
highest possible resolution. Note: We reserve the right to 
edit submissions. We cannot guarantee the use of all submis-
sions. Original photographs and/or artwork will be returned 
only upon request.

mailto:jennifer.budden@atf.gov
http://service.govdelivery.com/service/subscribe.html?code=USATF_55
http://service.govdelivery.com/service/subscribe.html?code=USATF_55


3  Inside ATF March 2016

Left:  Inspector John Perry with Federal Protective 
Service in Cheyenne, Wyoming, runs his K9 partner 
through an exercise to familiarize the dogs with home-
made explosive odors.

Right:  A Transportation Security Administration em-
ployee out of the Denver International Airport in Colo-

rado runs his K9 partner through an exercise to familiar-
ize the dogs with homemade explosive odors.

 (photos courtesy PIO Lisa Meiman) 

Special considerations for canines

The training included information of particular interest to 
canine handlers, including the hazards of HME labs.  “Our 
body’s static energy can potentially set off a crude HME 
like TATP, or the dog’s static energy.  Think of that tail wag-
ging,” said Calhoun.  “If you recognize the precursors of 
a lab, don’t take your dog in there.”  Energetic materials 
are not the only hazard to canines in these situations; many 
HME processes involve the use of acids, which can damage 
the canine’s nose or tail.  

Also, some HMEs, like 
TATP, have a relative-
ly high vapor pressure, 
which improves the ca-
nine’s ability to detect the 
odor, said Calhoun.   

Finally, TATP and HMTD pose a particular challenge for 
canine handlers as they are not commercially available to 
create training aids and because they are very sensitive to 
initiation from heat, shock and friction.  

“Joint training opportunities like this one, coordinated by 
Special Agent Mora, provide access to these rare training 
aids for state and local handlers,” said Kelly.  “These op-
portunities also help to establish good working relationships 
between agencies, which facilitates the interoperability that 
is crucial in response to larger scale incidents.”

The training was very well received by attendees.  “It’s im-
portant to train together since we all have more resources 
together than separately,” said Jefferson County Sheriff’s 
Deputy JJ Smith, who attended with his 2-year-old Belgian 
Malinois, Thorn. “Bad guys nowadays use explosives.  The 
opportunity to get expo-
sure to different training 
aids or explosive odors is 
huge.”

HME, continued from page 1

On February 25, 2016, Houston Field Division Special 
Agents Dominic Rosamilia and Pete Milligan were honored 
at the Annual United States Attorney’s Awards. 

In 2012, Houston led the nation in violent take-over style 
robberies, and it became apparent that the bulk were being 
committed by repeated robbery crews preying upon com-
mercial institutions in and around Houston.  The defendants 

Left:  L-R:  SA Dominic 
Rosamilia, SAC Robert 
Elder, SA Pete Milligan

Right L-R:  AUSA Rich 
Hanes, ATF SA’s Domi-
nic Rosamilia and Pete 
Milligan, FBI SA Karen 
Marinos, AUSA Jennie 

Basile, and US Attorney 
Ken Magidson.

Houston Field Division Honors Two Special Agents
By SA/PIO Nicole Strong, Houston Field Division (photos courtesy SA/PIO Strong)

ultimately convicted, Clarence Buck and Kendall Allen, 
were responsible for more than $750,000 in losses in addi-
tion to being responsible for more than 25 bank robberies.

Ultimately, 34 defendants were charged in bank robbery and 
gun charges.  Following a trial, Buck and Allen were con-
victed and sentenced to 153 and 119 years respectively, in 
federal prison.
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When most people hear “ATF,” they either run away, or pic-
ture Special Agents wearing tactical gear and carrying guns, 
knocking down doors and arresting criminals.  This is defi-
nitely an exciting view of ATF carrying out its mission, but 
it’s not the only one, as retired Investigative Analyst (IA) 
Catherine “Kitty” Smith can tell you.  After more than 40 
years with ATF, Kitty retired in December 2015, leaving be-
hind the office but taking with her lots of great memories.   

Detailed as part of the Asset Recovery Team, Kitty trav-
eled the country to count and record cigarettes, guns, and 
explosives seized from criminals.  Her favorite trip was to 
the mountains of San Juan, Puerto Rico, where she happily 

counted illegal fireworks for a few days.  As an Alternate 
Vault Custodian, she also helped out with vault inventories 
in several States, helping Custodians prepare for formal 
inspections.  She’s seen and done things most people will 
never get the opportunity to see or do.     

One of her more unforgettable memories calls to mind cases 
from ATF’s precursor, the Bureau of Prohibition, where fe-
male agents such as Mary Blaney, Hilda Thackeray, Geor-
gia Hopley, and Rena Bowen went after criminals produc-
ing and selling illegal alcohol in one of the most deadly 
periods in our Bureau’s history.  During her career, Kitty 
lived up to this great legacy by helping shut down a still and 
arrest two modern-day moonshiners.

As the IA for the Oxford Field Office (FO) in Mississippi, 
Kitty was the common thread running through everything 
going on in the office.  That kind of continuity is crucial to 
successful investigations that put criminals behind bars, and 
she loved her work.  But she also had a hankering to walk 
on the “wilder side” of law enforcement, so she asked if she 
could help out on a still raid.  

Kitty and the Moonshine Still
By Karen Bishop, Writer-Editor, ATF Executive Secretariat

You might think illegal stills are a thing of the past, but they 
crop up occasionally, and ATF still pursues moonshiners 
who think they can avoid paying taxes on their homemade 
alcohol.  In early 2012, the Oxford FO got a call to assist the 
Mississippi Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control in 
carrying out search warrants at two properties owned by a 
suspected moonshiner.  

Knowing that Kitty was itching to bust up a still, the Resi-
dent Agent in Charge asked if she wanted to help out.  She 
wasn’t excited to learn she needed to hit the road at 6:30 am, 
but this was a one-time opportunity and she wasn’t going to 
miss it.  After a 3-hour drive to the location, Kitty and the 

Special Agents met up with State and local law enforcement 
to prepare for the mission.

I’m sure Kitty could have held her own, but she wisely let 
the Special Agents secure the area before moving in to help 
process the site.  She took notes, wrote down tag numbers, 
and even located bags of sugar that had been missed in the 
initial sweep for evidence.  The team seized 40 gallons of 
moonshine, 300 pounds of sugar, and 300 gallons of rye 
mash before destroying the still.  They also arrested two 
men for making and selling untaxed alcohol.  Although it 
was a long day (she didn’t get home until around 9:00 pm), 
Kitty won’t ever forget the sickening smell of the ferment-
ing mash or the thrill of wielding an ax for justice!         

Kitty says her life has slowed a bit with retirement…but you 
can’t tell that from the list of projects, hobbies, and activi-
ties she’s got lined up.  To say she is missed in the Oxford 
FO is an understatement, because Kitty’s the kind of person 
always willing to lend a hand, make a friend, and take care 
of business.  But, although she won’t be swinging any more 
axes, I’m sure she’ll always be an important member of the 
ATF family!

Left:  IA Kitty Smith

Right:  (L-R): kneeling 
in front with cap is SA 
David Erhart, behind 
him is SA Dale Stall-
ings, IA Kitty Smith, 
sitting in front of her 
is SA Scott Meadows.

(photos courtesy
New Orleans
Field Division)
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Above:  Washington Field Division SA/
CES Kirk Dennis was interviewed by 

CBS Evening News on TATP explosives 
and new detection technology.

  (photo courtesy SA/PIO Justin Benagh)

Shamrocks And Explosives And Newsprint:
Washington FD Public Information News   
By Jaclyn Bowes, Intern, Washington Field Division

Left:  On March 7 Washington Field Di-
vision intern Jaclyn Bowes and the PIO 
met with metro section reporters and 
staff at the Washington Post.  A tour of 
the Washington Post’s new headquar-
ters in Washington, DC, was provided.
Future media projects were discussed 
and Jaclyn had the opportunity to speak 
to reporters about their career and see 
how the newspaper industry is utiliz-
ing online delivery and web analytics to 
adapt to massive changes in the print 
media industry.
(photos courtesy SA/PIO Justin Benagh)

Employees from the Wash-
ington FD participated in 
the St. Patrick’s Day parade 
in Washington, D.C.  

Center: PGA Legislative 
Affairs Chief Dean Kueter 
and Washington FD SA/CFI 
Brian Vaughn confer before 
the parade.

Right:  View along the 
parade route from the NRT 
truck.

Below:  ATF’s NRT truck passes in front of Main Justice.
  (photos courtesy SA/PIO Justin Benagh and WFD Intern Jaclyn Bowes)
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ATF Conducts Post Blast Investigation School For 
Florida Law Enforcement
By SA/PIO Carlos Gonzalez, Miami Field Division

During the week of February 22-26, ATF Miami 
Field Division CES Special Agents in partner-
ship with the FBI, the Florida State Fire Marshals 
and the Palm Beach County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment hosted a week-long Post Blast Investigation 
School to several south Florida local police and 
fire rescue agencies.  This week-long school pro-

Above:  Special Agent in Charge
 Carlos A. Canino addressed the class.

Top right: An IED was placed in the trunk of a 
vehicle before the blast.

Center right: Explosive vehicle-borne IED
demonstration.

Bottom right:  After the blast, there was a team 
exercise in which class participants worked

together to investigate.

(photos courtesy SA/PIO Carlos Gonzalez)

vided a thorough introduction to post-blast inves-
tigation for the participants.  It was composed of 
an introduction to explosives, a range demonstra-
tion, and practical exercises and concluded with a 
team exercise tasked with investigating a vehicle-
borne improvised explosive device (IED).
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Reunion for Veterans of Operation Trojan Horse
By SA Jim Balthazar, Special Response Team 3

On January 16, 2016, the Houston Field Division hosted a 
reunion for veterans of Operation Trojan Horse – the ATF 
operation at the Branch Davidian Compound near Waco, 
TX on February 28, 1993.  Over thirty active and retired 
ATF personnel attended this reunion nearly 23 years after 
the original operation.  Special Agent in Charge Rob Elder, 
himself a veteran of the Waco operation, opened the event 
and welcomed everyone to the Houston Field Division.  Af-
ter some introductory remarks, the attendees were able to 
spend time together, visit and catch up with old friends and 
colleagues.  

The crowd then got together for a group photograph to com-
memorate the occasion.  Behind the camera that day was 
Meg Doyle, a professional photographer and wife of SA 
Tommy Doyle of the Houston Field Division and SRT-3.  
In addition to ATF personnel, former Texas Ranger David 
Maxwell also participated in the group photo and the rest of 
the day’s events.  In the center of the photo, several person-
nel held the original Waco memorial flag, which flew over 
the remains of the Branch Davidian Compound after the fire 

ended the 51-day siege.  These personnel were retired ATF 
SA Ken Latimer, retired Texas Ranger David Maxwell, and 
retired ATF Communications Specialist Don Shidler.  (See 
next page for The Story of the Waco Flag.)  

After the official group photos (and many smaller group 
photos) were taken, the entire group then traveled to a lo-
cal barbeque restaurant for lunch in a private dining room.  
Upon returning to the office after lunch, SAC Elder then 
emceed an event for many of the younger agents from 
around the field division.  These Houston personnel were 
able to hear the Waco veterans describe their own experi-
ences during the Branch Davidian operation and throughout 
the remainder of the careers.  These senior agents (many of 
whom are already retired) shared their stories, passed on 
valuable advice and answered questions from the audience.

By the end of the afternoon, the newer agents had learned 
a lot more about a significant part of ATF’s history and the 
veterans had an opportunity to reunite with each other and 
to pass on some of their wisdom to the next generation.  

Events such as 
this ensure that 
each succeed-
ing generation 
of ATF person-
nel understands 
our collective 
history and 
that, when it 
comes to our 
agency’s legacy 
of service and 
sacrifice, we 
will truly never 
forget.  

Above: Veterans of Operation Trojan Horse gather at the 
Houston Field Division for a day of remembrance. 

(photo courtesy Meg Doyle)

Photo right: SAC Rob Elder welcomes everyone to the 
day’s event. 

 L to R: David Maxwell, Dan Curtis, Eric Evers,
Dale Littleton, Rob Elder.

(photo courtesy SA/PIO Nicole Strong)
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continued on page 9

Many people have seen the photo of the American flag, Texas state flag 
and ATF flag flying on the same flag pole.  Most people, however, don’t 
know the origin of that photo or the significance of that flag.  

Shortly after the firefight at the Branch Davidian compound on February 
28, 1993, and while the eventual 51-day siege lingered on, SA Ken Lat-
imer (Houston SRT) who had served as the Assistant Team Leader for the 
Houston SRT during the Waco operation, designed and purchased a flag to 
honor the four fallen ATF agents.  The flag was made in our agency’s heri-
tage colors, with the gold letters “ATF” and four gold stars emblazoned on 
a blue field.  The four stars, of course, represented the four fallen agents 
who were tragically killed in the line of duty that day.

After the fire on April 19, 1993 which leveled the compound and ended 
the siege, law enforcement officers began processing the massive crime 
scene.  Near the location of where the front door to the com-
pound had been, a large metal flag pole remained standing 
even after the fire.  Officers who were working at the crime 
scene raised an American and a Texas state flag on this flag 
pole.  Perimeter security at, and access to, the crime scene 
was handled by the Texas Rangers.  SA Latimer gave his new 
ATF memorial flag to Texas Ranger David Maxwell, who 
was investigating how ATF’s element of surprise had been 
compromised prior to the operation on February 28.  Ranger 
Maxwell then took it to the compound site and ran it up the 
flag pole beneath the other two flags.  These three flags flew 
overhead while the entire crime scene was processed.  

On May 8, 1993, the ATF participants in the initial opera-
tion reconvened at the crime scene, along with federal pros-
ecutors to walk the site and debrief the events of February 
28.  This was the first time that most of the ATF personnel 
had seen the Waco memorial flag.  The Texas Department 

The Story Of The Waco Flag
By SA Jim Balthazar, Special Response Team 3

Top right: A bugler from the Texas Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) Honor Guard plays Taps at the 

remains of the Branch Davidian Compound.

Center right: ATF agents gather at a memorial cer-
emony on May 8, 1993 at the site of the initial opera-

tion.  Many salute while the bugler plays Taps.

Bottom right: Texas DPS Honor Guard pays respect 
to the four fallen ATF agents.

(photos courtesy SA (ret.) Bob White)
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of Public Safety brought an Honor Guard to 
the site, including a bugler who played Taps.  
That was followed by a moment of silence in 
honor of the four fallen agents.  Also present 
that day was ATF Communications Special-
ist Don Shidler who had also been part of the 
original operation.  Shidler took the now-
famous photograph of the three flags on the 
flag pole fluttering in the breeze.

Weeks later, when the crime scene processing was finished, 
the flags were lowered before the law enforcement officers 
left the property.  Shortly thereafter, SRT members presented 
the ATF flag to SA Kenny King of the New Orleans SRT 
as a tribute to his significant injuries resulting from the six 
gunshot wounds he received during the initial firefight.  In 
2015, SA King, now retired, donated this historic flag as a 
permanent and valuable part of the new Waco exhibit at ATF 
Headquarters.

Above right L-R:  SA Ken Latimer (retired), Texas Ranger 
David Maxwell (retired) and Communications Specialist 
Don Shidler (retired) hold the ATF flag. 
(photo courtesy Meg Doyle)
 
Left:  On May 8, 1993, three flags wave in the breeze over 
the grounds of the Branch Davidian Compound, the site of 
Operation Trojan Horse. 
(photo courtesy Don Shidler)

WACO FLAG, from page 8

New Exhibits about the SRT, SOD and
Operation Trojan Horse Installed In Atrium at HQ
By SA Jim Balthazar, Special Response Team 3 (photos courtesy SA Jim Balthazar)

In February 2016, three new exhibits were added to the 
atrium in the ATF Headquarters building.  These displays 
have been in the making since 2013.  The first illustrates the 
history, development and mission of the Special Response 
Team (SRT) program.  The second showcases all the areas 
of expertise within Special Operations Division (SOD).  Fi-
nally, the third exhibit memorializes the actions surround-

ing Operation Trojan Horse, near Waco, Texas, on February 
28, 1993.  The displays were created with input from dozens 
of individuals who donated personal property and, more im-
portantly, shared their institutional knowledge.

continued on page 10
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The SRT Exhibit 

The first of these new displays consists of a wall mural that 
stands 8 feet tall by 16 feet wide.  This exhibit describes the 
history and evolution of the Entry Control Team (ECT) and 

the SRT program from their origin in 1989 through the pres-
ent day.  Different sections also explain the development of 
the Tactical Canine Program, the Sniper/Forward Observer 
Program, the Crisis Negotiation Program and the ATF Op-
erational Medic Support Program.  

EXHIBITS, from page 9

continued on page 11

SRT

SOD

Waco

New Exhibits
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Accompanying the text descriptions in this display are more 
than 75 different images which help chronicle the history 
of all of these valuable and interrelated programs.  One of 
these images is a scan of the original ATF memo, dated Feb-
ruary 21, 1989, which first established the ECT program.  
Other images show SRT operators, snipers, canine handlers 
and canines, negotiators, and medics during both training 
and operations.

Dozens of current and former team members contributed 
to this exhibit by providing valuable historical information 
and hundreds of photos.  This display would not have been 
possible without their help.

The SOD Exhibit

This exhibit highlights all the areas of expertise that the Spe-
cial Operations Division brings to ATF’s mission.  Descrip-
tions of the missions and capabilities are included for all 
the SOD branches: Critical Incident Management Branch, 
Digital Investigations Branch, Emergency Support Func-
tion #13 Branch, Enforcement Support Branch, Organized 
Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) Branch, 
Polygraph Branch, Technical Operations Branch, and Un-
dercover Branch.  

In addition to text and photos about the various SOD 
branches, the display also contains numerous items which 
chronicle the history of the SRT program.  These items 
include a collection of team patches from throughout the 
program’s history, models of a Blackhawk helicopter and 
a Bearcat armored police vehicle, as well as weapons used 
during the program’s history.  Along with various handguns, 
other weapons displayed include an H&K MP5 9mm sub-
machine gun, a .223 caliber M-4 assault rifle, and a .308 
caliber sniper rifle which was issued to one of the first SRT 
snipers in 1992. 

Significantly, the exhibit also contains uniforms from both 
the current and early days of the program.  The blue and 
gold, original-era SRT uniform items consist of a BDU uni-
form shirt, a ballistic vest, a load bearing vest and a ballistic 
helmet.  All four of these items were worn by SRT members 
during the raid at the Branch Davidian Compound and were 
generously donated by SA Kris Mayfield (Houston SRT), 
SA Ken Latimer (Houston SRT) and SA Sam Cohen (Dal-
las SRT).  

The Waco Exhibit

This final exhibit consists of two glass cabinets, a model 
and a video display.  The large glass cabinets contain text, 

photos, documents and numerous artifacts related to the 
Branch Davidian operation.  Narrative sections provide an 
overview of Operation Trojan Horse itself as well as the 
eventual conviction of several Branch Davidians.  A copy 
of the Federal Search Warrant helps viewers understand the 
reasons for the criminal investigation and the legal justifica-
tion for the operation on February 28, 1993.

One of the artifacts on display is a piece of metal skin from 
one of the three National Guard helicopters which sustained 
damage from .50 caliber gunfire by the Branch Davidians 
that morning.  Also included are breaching tools used by the 
SRT during the operation, and tactical gear worn by agents 
during the firefight that morning and generously donated by 
SA Blake Boteler (Dallas SRT) and SA Charlie Smith (New 
Orleans SRT).  Visitors can also see a list of names of all of 
the original ATF participants in Operation Trojan Horse, as 
well as the photos and credentials of the four agents tragi-
cally killed that day.

Between the two display cases is a large model of the 
Branch Davidian Compound, which was built and donated 
by 5G Studio Collaborative in Dallas, Texas.  This model 
replicates in great detail the compound as it was during 
the firefight on the morning of February 28, 1993.  Around 
the outside edges are 18 buttons.  Each of these activates 
an LED light marking a significant location on the model.  
These highlighted locations include such positions as the 
armory, the front door to the main building, David Koresh’s 
bedroom, the two ATF cattle trailers, and the locations of 
our four fallen agents. 

Above the model, a 40” monitor plays a 24-minute video in 
a continuous loop.  The video contains some introductory 
text about the ATF operation at the compound, followed by 
some of the live action footage filmed during the firefight.  
That footage is followed by text and photos that explain all 
18 of the significant locations marked on the model.  

The capstone of the display is the Waco memorial flag 
mounted on the wall above the model and video monitor.  
This flag, originally designed by SA Ken Latimer (Houston 
SRT) was donated by SA Kenny King (New Orleans SRT) 
in 2015 to be a permanent part of this exhibit.

These exhibits were all designed and built by Capitol Ex-
hibit Services in Manassas, VA.  Their professional artists 
and craftsmen did an amazing job of melding all of the 
text, photos and artifacts they were given by ATF into three 
beautiful displays.  These new exhibits will hopefully teach 
people about this subject matter in a new and interesting 
way, while also honoring and memorializing the service and 
sacrifice of the groups that are represented.  

EXHIBITS, from page 10
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Saving a Hero
By Emily Lenhard, Michigan State University College of Veterinary Medicine

continued on page 13

Trained to locate and apprehend fleeing felons and suspects, Ike 
required emergency intervention for mesenteric volvulus.

The Perfect Dog for the Program 

It’s not every day that the MSU Veterinary Medical Cen-
ter receives an award from Washington, D.C. When it hap-
pened this month, the award was attached to an incredible 
story about a canine handler named Jeff Perryman and his 
dog, Ike.

Perryman is the program manager for the Special Response 
Team K9 Program of the U.S. Department of Justice Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Special 
Operations Division. When he isn’t handling day-to-day 
operations and paperwork, Jeff and Ike will train or deploy 
with one of their five teams throughout the country to arrest 
violent criminals.

Ike is one of only 10 dogs trained for this program through-
out the United States. Perryman has been working with Ike 
for five years, and said that Ike is a fantastic partner.

“We purchased him from a trainer in Germany,” Perry-
man said. “This trainer knew I was retiring through my last 
working dog, Brody, and suggested I look at this Shepherd. 
Ike crushed the tests I put him through, and shortly thereaf-
ter became my partner.”

Perryman had previous experience with the MSU Veteri-
nary Medical Center, when Ike became extremely ill, Per-
ryman brought him to us.

The Road to the MSU Veterinary Medical Center

Ike began his journey to MSU while on assignment with 
Perryman in Georgia. Ike exhibited symptoms of gastric 
dilatation-volvulus, or “bloat,” meaning that Ike’s stomach 
had twisted, causing the stomach to expand and build up 
pressure. Bloat is a life-threatening condition for dogs with 
complications such as shock, loss of blood flow, and rup-
ture of the stomach wall.

Perryman was trained to relieve bloat by inserting a 
14-gauge needle into Ike’s stomach to relieve the gas, but 
it was not effective. Perryman knew if Ike’s stomach had 
twisted, the blood supply was being cut off to Ike’s other 

organs, causing them to shut down. He rushed Ike to a 24-
hour clinic where they corrected the torsion and secured it 
so it would not twist again.

About one week later back in Michigan, Ike began vomit-
ing at 4:00 a.m. Perryman took Ike outside and found that 
Ike’s stool was full of blood, so he rushed Ike to the MSU 
Veterinary Medical Center Emergency and Critical Care 
Medicine team.

While waiting for test results, Dr. Ari Jutkowitz happened 
to walk by. Perryman had worked with Jutkowitz when his 
first working dog, Boomer, came into MSU with an auto-
immune disease.

“I hadn’t seen Ari in 12 years, but we recognized each other 
quickly,” Perryman said. “Ari looked Ike over and immedi-
ately ordered an ultrasound.”

The ultrasound revealed that Ike’s entire digestive tract 
lacked blood flow, and Ike was diagnosed with mesenteric 
volvulus (twisting of the entire intestinal tract). 

According to Dr. Jutkowitz, successful surgical manage-
ment of this diagnosis is no guarantee. Many dogs are 
brought in too late and must be euthanized on the table as a 
result of non-viable (dead) bowel.  

“(Dr. Jutkowitz) knew what to do immediately,” Perryman 
said. “They rushed (Ike) into surgery.”

Perryman said Jutkowitz talked with him, explaining that 
due to the severity of Ike’s condition, Ike did not have a 
good chance of survival. 

“(I) just asked him to do what he could,” Perryman said. 

Resident surgeons Dr. Andrew Armstrong and Dr. Krista 
Gazzola began operating on Ike while Jutkowitz and anes-
thetist Jennifer DeVoe worked to keep him alive. Against 
the odds, Ike pulled through and was admitted to ICU for 
several days. 

Reprinted with permission from MSU Vetschool Tails, February 26, 2016
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K9 IKE, from page 12

“The ICU people let me stay in his cage with him as much 
as I wanted, and sometimes through the night,” Perryman 
said. “It made us both feel better.”

An Award for Helping an Agent

Ike recovered slowly and was allowed to go home after a 
few days. One week later, Ike and Perryman returned to 

have Ike’s staples removed–and to drop off a special award.

“The award given to Ari and the staff is something our di-
rector, Tom Brandon, prepares for individuals who go above 
and beyond to help an agent,” Perryman explained. “They 
fly a full-sized flag at our headquarters in D.C. for a day in 
honor of the MSU vet personnel. Then they take down the 
flag, fold it neatly, and send it with a certificate of apprecia-
tion to the appropriate people. Our director also wrote Ari 
and the staff a very nice thank you note, thanking them for 
their help in saving Ike’s life.”

Left to right: Dr. John Kruger, Dr. Ari Jutkowitz, Jeff Perryman, 
Dr. Andrew Armstrong, Dr. Chris Gray, and Ike. Perryman presented 

the flag and award to the MSU Veterinary Medical Center team on
February 11, 2016. (photo courtesy MSU)

While hospitalized, Ike visited fellow patient 
Lacey Holsworth.  (photo courtesy MSU)

Intelligence Research Specialists Attend LEIU/
IALEIA Training Event In New Orleans
By Ernest Hickson, Chief of Staff, Office of Strategic Intelligence and Information
In April 2016, 38 ATF intelligence professionals will at-
tend the 2016 Law Enforcement Intelligence Unit (LEIU)/
International Association of Law Enforcement Intelligence 
Analysts (IALEIA) Training Event in New Orleans, Loui-
siana.  All ATF field divisions will be represented, and New 
Orleans Crime Gun Intelligence Center (CGIC) personnel 
will be in full attendance. 

 IALEIA is the largest professional organization in the 
world representing law enforcement intelligence analysts.  
This training event has three certification tracks: 1) “Ad-

vanced Analytical Skills”; 2) “Fundamentals in Criminal 
Intelligence”; and 3) “Supervisors and Managers in an In-
telligence Function.” 

The Office of Strategic Intelligence and Information (OSII) 
and the Office of Field Operations (FO) support the par-
ticipation of Intelligence Research Specialists (IRS) in IA-
LEIA, as this training event is an essential component to 
their professional development and ability to successfully 
support the Frontline Initiative.
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The Nashville Field Division was honored to have one of 
its own be recognized by the public sector.  Special Agent 
(SA) Julie Miller was recently honored at the law enforce-
ment appreciation banquet presented by the Exchange Club 
of Greater Huntsville, Alabama.  The Exchange Club is a 
national organization which focuses on making our commu-
nities a better place to live.  Julie was recognized in part for 
her efforts in dismantling firearms trafficking rings which 
plagued the northern Alabama area.  Several local, county 
and federal law enforcement officers were also recognized 
at this event.  Major Charles Ward, Chief of the Highway 
Patrol-Alabama Law Enforcement Agency, presided over 
the ceremony.  Major Ward highlighted the importance of 
recognizing officers by letting them know they are appreci-
ated by the community.  Due to the negative publicity which 
law enforcement is receiving across the country, honoring 
men and women who have made a positive impact was the 
focus of the banquet.  ATF Special Agent in Charge Steve 
Gerido remarked, “Julie is a great asset to the Nashville 
field division who is part of a dedicated team of profes-
sionals all with the common goal of providing a safe envi-
ronment for the public.”  Resident Agent in Charge Luke 
Iversen described Julie as a real professional whose team-
work and dedication provides a positive impact to the com-

ATF Agent Recognized By Exchange Club
By SA/PIO Michael Knight, Nashville Field Division

munity.  The Exchange Club believes that it’s important to 
honor law enforcement as protectors of the community.

L-R:  Carey Rosenblum, President of the Exchange Club of 
Greater Huntsville; ATF SA Julie Miller, the award recipi-

ent; ATF RAC Luke Iversen; Major Charles Ward, Alabama 
State Police. 

(photo courtesy SA/PIO Michael Knight)

ATF Performance Management System Praised
By Charlayne Armentrout, Deputy Chief, Office of Strategic Management
ATF’s performance management system 
was recently honored by the President’s 
Performance Improvement Council (PIC).  
The PIC is chaired by the Deputy Direc-
tor for Management at the Office of Man-
agement and Budget within the Executive 
Office of the President.  The membership 
of the PIC includes Performance Improve-
ment Officers (PIO) and associated staff 
from across government.  In January 2015, 
the Law Enforcement Measures Working 
Group (LEWG) was established by the PIC 
for this subset of the federal performance 
community. Twelve federal agencies and 
multiple agency components participated 
in the LEWG. The Department of Justice (DOJ) offered to 
co-sponsor the working group.  The PIC and DOJ co-host-
ed five LEWG meetings over the course of seven months. 
While working group discussions primarily focused on 
criminal law enforcement, the group also included organi-
zations that are involved in administrative law enforcement.  

Jackie Pitts-Davidson and Shaunnecy Cole-
man from the Office of Strategic Manage-
ment did an exceptional job of explaining 
the design, function, and value of our perfor-
mance management processes to the group.  
Their work advancing ATF’s approach to 
agency performance management demon-
strates to our colleagues that ATF is at the 
forefront of these often-difficult discussions 
and the value of the work done by all of our 
personnel in furtherance of our mission and 
strategic plan.

A recent PIC publication addressed chal-
lenges and best practices in law enforcement 

performance measurement.  The publication cites exten-
sively ATF’s current performance management system as a 
“law enforcement best practice.”  Having our methodology 
recognized by the PIC is valuable evidence that ATF is a 
world-class law enforcement organization providing leader-
ship in many aspects of what we do.
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Major Cases:  From the ATF Weekly Report
Compiled By ATF Executive Secretariat Staff

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Defendant Gets Six Life Sentences – 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania:
On March 10, 2016, an ATF defendant was sentenced to 6 life sentences plus 27 years for multiple murders, arson, and 
witness retaliation after being convicted of setting a fire that killed 2 adults and 4 children, and burned another adult.  An 
ATF special agent certified fire investigator and several fire research engineers from ATF’s Fire Research Laboratory 
worked with the Allegheny County Fire Marshal’s Office to conduct an in-depth examination of the scene.  Additional 
assistance was provided by the Allegheny County District Attorney’s Office and Police Department.  

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Investigation Leads to Multiple 
Charges – Baltimore, Maryland:
On March 12, 2016, an ATF investigation by the Baltimore Field Division and Baltimore Police Department led to 
charges of violent heroin trafficking against 21 people.  Much of the trafficking ring’s business was conducted within 
1,000 feet of an elementary school.  Eleven defendants are in custody, with 10 still at-large.  The investigation continues. 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Serves Multiple Warrants – Perry, 
Georgia:
On March 15, 2016, ATF special agents, working with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, Georgia State Patrol, and 
Perry Police Department, served 6 Federal and 2 State search warrants following the conclusion of a 2-year investigation 
into armed cocaine traffickers.  Seized during the warrant searches were five guns, ammunition, and illegal drugs.  Four 
suspects were arrested and one remains at-large.  The investigation continues.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Serves Multiple Warrants – Spring-
field, Missouri:
On March 3, 2016, ATF, working with the Internal Revenue Service, United States Marshals Service, Department of 
Health and Human Services, New York State Cigarette Strike Force, and various other agencies served a total of 12 arrest 
warrants and 14 search warrants in New York, Atlanta, and St. Louis against a cigarette trafficking organization.  The 
organization has been involved in trafficking cigarettes from Missouri and Georgia to New York City.  As a result of the 
search and arrest warrants, the following items were seized: approximately $150,000 and 4,500 cartons of cigarettes, 
numerous computers, cellphones, ledgers, and documents.  Approximately 60 seizure warrants were also served on 9 
separate banks, with 5 banks reporting seizures totaling about $400,000.  The investigation continues.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Revokes Federal Firearms License – 
West Palm Beach, Florida:
On March 7, 2016, ATF revoked a Federal firearms license based on multiple violations committed by the licensee, in-
cluding participation in straw purchases and falsification of ATF Forms 4473.  Following a referral by an ATF industry 
operations investigator, special agents conducted a criminal investigation that led to the revocation and possible prosecu-
tion by the United States Attorney’s Office.  The investigation continues.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Responds to Scene of Fatal Shooting 
– Iuka, Mississippi:
On February 20, 2016, ATF responded to the scene of a fatal stand-off between a suspect and State and local law enforce-
ment officers responding to a domestic dispute call.  Initially holding his wife and child hostage, the suspect let them exit 
the home and then began firing at officers attempting to enter.  During the gunfight, a Mississippi Bureau of Narcotics 
agent was killed and three highway patrol troopers injured.  Law enforcement officers returned fire, killing the suspect.  
ATF initiated an emergency trace of the firearm and will continue to assist in this investigation. 
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The Curious Case Of The Moonrock:  An Interview 
With Retired Special Agent William Williams
By Karen Bishop, Writer-Editor, ATF Executive Secretariat

SA William Williams is pictured with one of 
the stills he raided.

(photo courtesy SA (ret.) William Williams)

Recently, I had the pleasure of speaking with Mr. William 
Williams, who retired from ATF in December 1980, after 
serving 24 years in Georgia as a Special Agent.  As a young 
man, Mr. Williams worked as an insurance agent at a fu-
neral home, but dreamed of being a law enforcement of-
ficer.  One day, he decided to make a change and apply to 
the Georgia State Patrol.  He went to Headquarters with a 
friend, hoping to meet with Colonel George Wilson, head of 
the State Patrol, who happened to be out that day.  

Unwilling to give up on his dream (and go back to the fu-
neral home), Mr. Williams immediately headed over to the 
State Revenue Office to apply.  He was hired the next day, 
and spent the following 4 years working as a State revenuer.  
With the goal of moving into Federal law enforcement, Mr. 
Williams took, and passed, the civil service exam.  In 1956, 
he joined the Alcohol and Tobacco 
Tax Division (which later became 
ATF) of the Internal Revenue Service 
and was posted to the field office in 
Macon, Georgia.  Mr. Williams had 
a great career… becoming an Inves-
tigator in Charge within his first 10 
years and, later, an Area Supervisor 
in Rome, Georgia.    

Mr. Williams enjoyed his job tremen-
dously, from the background checks 
to the undercover work to busting 
moonshiners.  Life was often hectic.  
He recalled one early morning when 
a local law enforcement officer woke 
him up at 3 am with a tip about a 
truck carrying a load of moonshine.  
Using the officer’s information, Mr. 
Williams found the spot where the truck left the road and 
traced the dirt tracks back towards a house.  He told the oc-
cupant, a suspected moonshiner, that the revenuers were on 
their way to raid the still and that he was there to warn them.  
The suspect told him how to get to the still, where Mr. Wil-
liams proceeded to arrest the four men he caught making 
illegal alcohol.  Although he’d wanted to make a Federal 
case against them, the local sheriff caught up with him and 
took charge of the prisoners.  Mr. Williams later found out 
they were released soon after the transfer.  

Over the course of his career, Mr. Williams worked with 
a lot of great local folks, and some outstanding law offi-
cers.  One of those officers was his friend, Sheriff Ralph 

“Moonrock” Jones of Walker County, Georgia, the lawman 
whose 1967 jail cell conversation with Johnny Cash helped 
the singer decide to change his wicked ways.  In his of-
fice, Sheriff Jones had a nice lamp made from a copper still 
model.  Mr. Williams thought it would be a great addition 
to his office, but knew it would take a well-executed plan 
to acquire it.    

America was in the grip of space fever, having recently sent 
men to the moon.  Everyone loves a good souvenir, so Mr. 
Williams decided to see if a “certified” moonrock would 
entice Sheriff Jones into a trade.  He picked up a rock and 
typed up a letter.  The rock was a good old Earth stone, 
and the letter was a fake from NASA’s Lyndon B. Johnson 
Space Center in Houston, Texas, to Mr. Williams, stating he 
was the owner of a genuine moonrock.  He cleverly enlisted 

the help of some ATF colleagues in 
Houston and mailed the package to 
them in a big box.  His pals opened 
the box, took out the smaller package, 
and mailed it right back to Mr. Wil-
liams …with a Houston postmark!   

After biding his time, Mr. Williams 
struck up a conversation with Sher-
iff Jones, mentioning that he was 
the proud owner of a real moonrock.  
The sheriff was excited, and asked to 
see it.  You could practically see the 
wheels turning in his head when he 
asked Mr. Williams what he might 
take in trade for the certified “moon-
rock.”  After hemming and hawing 
for a bit, Mr. Williams said that the 
sheriff’s lamp might do for a trade, 

so they made the swap.  Of course, the truth later came to 
light, but they both got a kick out of the practical joke, and 
remained friends and law enforcement partners for many 
more years.

After his retirement, Mr. Williams moved to Florida to be 
closer to his family.  He kept busy, working 10 years as a 
wedding photographer and telling stories about his ATF ca-
reer to his family and friends.  Later, he wrote all of those 
stories down in his book, Revenuers, Moonshine and Mem-
ories.  Through his stories, Mr. Williams shared the many 
lessons learned during his career as a Special Agent – les-
sons about setting goals, working hard, building strong part-
nerships, and, most of all, living a memorable life.    
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Success Story Of The Month

PARTNER: 

ATF/Milwaukee Crime Gun Intelligence Center

SUMMARY:

On May 21, 2014, two men started shooting at each other near a playground in Milwaukee. A bullet struck a 
10-year-old girl in the head; she died of her wounds 2 months later. Through witness interviews, investigators 
identified Sylvester Lewis as the shooter of the little girl and arrested him on May 25, 2014. He identified the 
other shooter, whom investigators arrested on May 28, 2014. On May 30, 2014, ATF recovered a firearm during 
an undercover operation that NIBIN linked to the playground shooting. On November 5, 2014, a jury found 
Lewis guilty. The court sentenced him on December 12, 2014.

CHARGES:  

First Degree Reckless Injury; 

First Degree Recklessly Endangering Safety; and 

Felon in Possession of a Firearm.

SENTENCE:

36 years imprisonment and 12 years of probation.
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It’s a Small World:  An ATF/ATA Success Story
By Willie Ellison, retired ATF Deputy Assistant Director

I have been fortunate enough since my retirement in 1999, 
to be able to contribute lessons learned from my tenure at 
ATF to various Department of State law enforcement and 
antiterrorism programs. 

I have traveled to over 50 countries during this period of 
time.  Most of the law enforcement officials within these 
countries that I have had the plea-
sure of working with never even 
heard of ATF and had no clue about 
ATF’s mission.

Thus, when I encounter officials 
who have heard of ATF, I am 
amazed.  This was the case in Bo-
gota, Colombia, where they have a 
huge ATF plaque prominently dis-
played outside of their explosive 
training center building and part-
nered with ATF in building a state 
of the art explosives training lab.

Another occasion occurred earlier 
this year in Amman, Jordan.  I was 
an instructor with the Antiterrorism 
Training Assistance (ATA) teaching 
an Instructor Development Course, 
when I met two Royal Jordanian 
Police K-9 officers: 2nd. Lt. Ali 
Mohammed Al-Dorubi (attended 
ATF training in 1999) and 2nd Lt. 
Ashraf Zaid Al-Waqfi (attended 
ATF training in 2012) who attended the class. They proudly 
wore their ATF K-9 shirts to class every day.  We developed 
a great rapport. 

L-R:  2nd. Lt. Ali Mohammed Al-Dorubi, Willie 
Ellison (retired ATF Deputy Assistant Director), 

and 2nd Lt. Ashraf Zaid Al-Waqfi. 
(photo courtesy Willie Ellison)

They informed me that they attended an ATF’s explosives 
and weapons detection course in Virginia. They could not 
say enough good things about their training and high caliber 
of training while in VA. The training increased their respec-
tive skills, knowledge and abilities. They advised that they 
became force multipliers because they were able to transfer 
these skills and knowledge to their peers in Jordan. Both 

train Jordanian K-9 handlers.  They 
wanted to take a photo with me and 
gave me an ATF K-9 sweatshirt 
(pictured.)

In most Arabic countries, dogs are 
considered unclean and are not al-
lowed to lick any part of a person, 
since it would nullify the ablutions 
and their prayers. Should one touch 
or be touched by a canine, he or she 
is to wash the affected area seven 
times by clean dirt.  K-9 Handlers 
cannot bring their dogs into a house.  
In most of the Arabic countries, be-
ing a K-9 Handler is not a glamor-
ous position and is not an actively 
sought position.  In some countries, 
K-9 Handlers receive additional 
compensation for this position.  

I have thoroughly enjoyed travel-
ing the globe with ATA and meeting 
great officers who are just as com-
mitted to serving and protecting 

their respective citizens, as are officers from the US.  I have 
become a firm believer in Six Degrees of Separation. Yes, it 
is a small world after all.

ATF Erie Honors Retiring TFO
By SA Andrew Hromyak, Erie Satellite Office

On March 4, ATF’s Erie Satellite Office honored an ATF Task Force Officer on the occasion of 
his retirement.  After serving 17 years with the Erie Police Department (6 of those years as a 
TFO with ATF Erie), Jim Stumpo retired and is moving to Sebring, Florida.  He was presented 

with his ATF TFO credentials and an ATF Pittsburgh Field Office patch in a shadow box.
 (photo courtesy SA Andrew Hornyak)
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Law Enforcement Awards Ceremony Honors NYFD 
Agent’s Heroic Actions
By SA/PIO Charlie Mulham, New York FD

L-R:  ATF Associate Deputy Director Ron Turk and SA Edward Martin, hon-
ored for his quick and courageous actions at the Washington Navy Yard on 

September 16, 2013.  (photo courtesy Carolyn Wallace)

On February 29, 2016, the United States Attorney's Office sponsored its Thir-
ty-Third Law Enforcement Awards Ceremony, where Certificates of Appre-
ciation were awarded to Federal, state, and local law enforcement officers in 
recognition of their outstanding efforts which have contributed to justice in 
the District of Columbia.

Special Agent Edward Martin of New York Group IV was a recipient due to 
his heroic actions on September 16, 2013, where - during his time as a NCIS 
agent - SA Martin responded to the Washington Navy Yard after he was noti-
fied that an active shooter was inside the building.  Upon arrival, SA Martin 
along with his partner and two MPD Officers, were clearing an area on the 
third floor.  The area was tactically difficult to defend because it had several 
hallways, cubicles and multiple entry and exit points.  As they made their 
way down a row of cubicles, they encountered gunfire.  One officer was hit 
and collapsed to the floor.  As the  two other officers looked to extract the 
wounded officer, SA Martin provided cover from the gunman.  SA Martin 
then carried the wounded officer on his back down the steps to safety.

In all, the gunman killed 11 individuals and wounded eight others.  The tre-
mendous courage and selfless dedication exhibited by these law enforcement 
officers in immediately confronting this active shooter was extraordinary and 
clearly saved the loss of additional life.

You Can Thank (Or Blame) Ray Tomlinson
By Greg Carroll, Records Officer
In 1967, Ray Tomlinson, an MIT graduate in electrical en-
gineering, was asked by his company to change a program 
which sent messages to other users of the same computer.  
He added code so messages could be sent to users on other 
computers — and thereby invented the first email!  

Ray later said his first test email was something like 
“QWERTYUIOP”.  Not realizing the magnitude of what he 
had just done, he didn’t save the email.  In fact, when he 
showed it to a colleague, he said, “Don’t tell anyone!  This 
isn’t what we’re supposed to be working on.” 

Here we are, almost 50 years later, and we can hardly con-
sider work, if not life, without email.  In the last year alone 
I’ve sent or received over 17,500 emails on behalf of ATF.  
Emails in the office can serve many purposes from a quick 
“Want to get some lunch?” to “We have decided not to move 
forward with this contract.”  So, some emails are transitory 

or personal and have temporary value only to the sender and 
receiver, while others document a business process or a de-
cision.  The latter messages have value to the agency and to 
the citizens of the country, to whom we are accountable for 
good stewardship of the time and resources they provide. 

What does that mean to employees of ATF?  Emails are of-
ten electronic records that document the business of ATF, 
and need to be treated like other records we create while car-
rying on the mission of the Bureau.  In the Office of Science 
and Technology, our contribution to the mission includes 
computers and software, radios, systems like N-Force and 
N-SPECT, forensic services, and even records manage-
ment.  Our emails could contain case related information, 
contracts, information about system upgrades, agency 

continued on page 19



20  Inside ATF March 2016

The way we feel about money says—and shapes—more about us than we real-
ize.

Many of our decisions, and much of our personality, are formed in some way 
by our beliefs around money. Money affects our career and relationship choic-
es and surfaces in issues of control, safety, self-esteem and well-being. Many 
financial practices are not based on rational thinking or practicality, but are 
often purely emotional.

Emotional Aspects of Financial Management
By Doug Nelson, LPC, ATF Employee Assistance Program
Business Health Solutions

EAP Can Help With Financial Issues Too!

Over the past decade, Business Health Services has partnered with the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms and Explosives to provide EAP counseling to ATF agents and other 
employees for a variety of personal and professional concerns.   As the deadline for filing tax 
returns with the IRS looms soon, the following guidelines can assist you and your spouse with 

important questions and topics for consideration in planning your future.

By calling 800 327 2251, ATF employees and family members may contact BHS for financial 
work-life consultations, including budgeting concerns.   This is a free and confidential service 

offered by ATF to support its agents and other employees.

continued on page 19

Money and Emotions

Money is an emotional, psychological and symbolic entity 
in our lives; we each bring our own meanings, emotions and 
experiences to our relationship with it.  While everyone has 
varying degrees of financial fitness, income levels, sources 
of money problems and lifestyle habits, the following infor-
mation applies to everyone.

Sources of Financial Problems

Common sources of financial problems include:

• Overspending

• Loss of income

• Divorce

• Major illness, unplanned event or emergency

• Unable to determine want versus need

• Underestimation or unawareness of own financial situ-
ation

Emotional Spending

Times when we emotionally spend include periods of in-
creased stress and transition. While “retail therapy” may 
provide feelings of excitement or increased self-worth in 
the short term, it is important to note that money cannot buy 
lasting happiness or fill emotional voids.

When fighting the urge to splurge, consider the following 
suggestions:

Acknowledge feelings and rationalizations.  Know 
your trigger situations for emotional spending.
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Sort out fantasies.  Are you buying a new outfit to im-
press a date, or a new car that is stylish, but more than you 
can afford?

Let your priorities guide you.  Remember your finan-
cial goals and the debt you are trying to reduce before mak-
ing a purchase.

Relationships and Money

Emotional attitudes toward money rarely develop over-
night.  Instead, they are influenced over time by family up-
bringing, education, personality traits and life experiences.  
Attempting to combine two sets of values, incomes, assets 
and debts is never an easy task.

The most important step in the process is to have a conver-
sation with your spouse about money.  Some questions to 
consider:

• Should all money be combined in one pot?

• Should each spouse have money that is not account-
able to the other, money that is his/hers to do with as 
desired?

• How should bills be paid:  divided down the middle, 
each spouse take responsibility for separate items or 
one spouse take responsibility for all the basics and the 
other for all the frills?

• Should the spouse who earns more have more say in 
financial decisions?

• Should one income be used for monthly expenses and 
the other saved for a special purpose?

Setting Financial Goals

It is essential to develop clearly defined goals and specific 
plans for meeting them. Follow these tips to set reasonable 
financial goals:

• Identify and write down your financial goals.

• Break each financial goal down into several short-term 
(less than 1 year), medium-term (1–3 years) and long-
term (5 years or more) goals.

• Review your progress regularly—at least once every 6 
months—to determine if your plan is working.  If not, 
re-evaluate your approach and make changes as needed.

FINANCE, from page 18

EMAIL RECORDS, from page 17

forms updates, etc. Out in the field, investigative case and 
operations information may be contained in emails.  Each 
part of ATF has a different role in ATF’s mission, and what 
ends up in our emails reflects that.  And because these busi-
ness related emails are records, they 
need to be saved and protected for a 
designated time period.

How long, you ask?  Great question!  
The answer is, it depends!  It depends 
largely on the subject matter of the 
email, and even who the email is to/
from. 

Let’s say the email is directly related to an investigation 
case.  Case files at ATF are to be kept for 5 years after the 
case is closed, and then are sent to a Federal Records Cen-
ter to be held for an additional 15 years before they can be 
destroyed.  On the other hand, an email about reports of 
activities prepared on a periodic basis (like a weekly tele-
work report or weekly directorate activity report) can be de-
leted in a year.  The key is to incorporate the email into the 
overall record, just like the documents in all other formats, 

and manage and retain the record as required by the ATF 
Records Control Schedule.

How and where can you save emails related to specific cas-
es or work activities?  I’ll share that in a future article; just 
make sure you hold onto them as long as you are required 
to by the ATF Records Control Schedule.

I also mentioned the length of time 
depends on who the email is to/
from.  The National Archives and 
Records Administration has offered 
a new approach to email records, 
called “Capstone”, which provides 
that emails from the head of an 
agency and their direct reports are 
all kept permanently.  Emails from 

these individuals will be kept at the agency for 15 years after 
an individual has left a Capstone-designated position, and 
then sent to National Archives for permanent preservation. 

So when you are creating a new email or reviewing the ones 
you received, keep in mind that they may be records and 
should be protected, because they may be around a long 
time.  Certainly longer than the first email sent by Ray Tom-
linson 50 years ago.

Emails are often electronic 
records that document the 
business of ATF, and need to 
be treated like other records 
we create while carrying on the 
mission of the Bureau.
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Employee Moves
Employee From To
Riehl, Francis C Program Manager, Criminal Intelligence Division ASAC, Baltimore Field Division   
Shapira, Ari C Division Chief, Criminal Intelligence Division ASAC, Miami Field Division      
Holloway, Craig A Project Officer, International Affairs Ofc Assistant Country Attache, ATF Mexico    
Roberts, Wendell B Assistant Country Attache, ATF Mexico      RAC/GS, Ft. Worth Field Office   

Submitted by Human Resources Division, Benefits and Workforce Flexibilities Branch

Employee Position Location Govt. Service
Allison, James S. Chair, Professional Review Board OD 29
Dunnivant, Samuel L. Criminal Investigator Advanced Explosives Training Br. 26
Schmitt, Robert C. Criminal Investigator Long Island Field Office 24
Sullivan, Patrick H. Physical Security Specialist Protective Programs Branch 10
White, Antoinette A. Investigative Analyst Hyattsville II Field Office 39

February Retirements

Employee Position Location Govt. Service
Bruner, Pamela R. Visual Information Specialist Print Media Branch 30
Bullock, Debbie Drake ASAC Charlotte Field Division 25
Chandler, Comolieta E. Financial Analyst Accounting Operations Section 27
Cosgrove, Jeffery G. Auditor (Forensic) Financial Investigative Service Div. 31
Gant, Gregory K. SAC Kansas City Field Division 25
Hall-McNeil, Sybil R. Criminal Investigator Montgomery Field Office 24
Jordan, Walter G. Criminal Investigator Little Rock Field Office 29

January Retirements

In Memoriam
Special Agent (ret.) Perry (Marion) Anderson passed away on March 2, 2016.  Mr. Anderson retired in 

2003 as the Senior Operations Officer in the New Orleans Field Division.

Special Agent (ret.) Tim Wyse passed away on March 4, 2016.  Mr. Wyse was employed with ATF from 
June 1987 until July 2004.  

Special Agent (ret.) Bob Bowen passed away in late February 2016.  Mr. Bowen served in Wilmington, 
North Carolina.

William Calvert “Bill” Billingslea of Stafford, Virginia, passed away on 20 December 2015.    After over 
20 years of military service Bill retired and went to work as an investigator for ATF and Treasury.
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Positions listed are management/supervisory positions only.  Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Br

Moves, continued
Employee From To
Saier, Craig W Branch Chief, Resource Mgmt Branch     Division Chief, Financial Management Division
Deir, James M Program Manager, Basic Training Branch     ASAC, Atlanta Field Division        
Munn, Chad D Branch/Unit/Team Chief, Leadership Institute Br   Division Operations Officer (DOO), Atlanta   
Blais, Jonathan E Program Manager/Ops Officer, Internal Affairs Div. Chief, Force Review Branch
Underwood Jr, John D Chief, Force Review Branch   ASAC, Kansas City Field Division  
Collins, Matthew T Branch Chief, Policy Dvlpmt & Eval Branch RAC, Los Angeles I
Atkins, Sean D Branch Chief, Invest Support Br       Division Chief, Criminal Intelligence Division
Mein, Brian K Program Manager, Invest Support Br     RAC/GS, Albany Field Office     
Tallas, Thomas W SAC, Critical Incident Mgmt Branch RAC/GS, Houston I Field Division      
Coleman, Durrick Tyrune Program Manager, Criminal Intelligence Division Division Operations Officer (DOO), Washington  
Sheppard, Joel J Program Manager. Enforcement Support Branch    RAC/GS, Springfield
Porreca, Christopher D NRT Supervisor, Fire & Arson Invest Br   Branch Chief, Basic Training Branch       
Ricko, Michael T Special Agent, Reading   Senior Operations Officer (SOO), Philadelphia   
Walsh, Michael J Special Agent, Downers Grove I    RAC/GS, Chicago III     
Starcevic Jr, Nicholas J Group Supervisor/RAC, Merrillville Field Office         ASAC, Detroit Field Division       
Dyer, Doak Robert RAC/GS, Detroit I    Country Attache, ATF Canada     
Perdas, Andrew M Area Supervisor (IOI), Lexington II     Area Supervisor (IOI), Louisville II
Lentz, James R Industry Operations Investigator (IOI), Knoxville     Area Supervisor (IOI), Charleston
Weddel, Michael T RAC/GS, Laredo Field Office   Assistant Country Attache, ATF Monterrey
Bauer, James J RAC/GS, San Jose I Field Office   RAC/GS, Dublin II (Intell)     

New Hires, Welcome to ATF!
Employee Position Location
Ranallo, Theodore D. Special Agent Columbia
Lynch, Jason P. Intelligence Research Specialist United States Bomb Data Center
Frazier, Trimeloni L. Building Management Specialist Assoc Division Chief For Logistics
Williams, Noah L. Special Agent Tampa III
Padilla, Eddie A. Investigative Assistant New York IV
McSorley, Megan M. Intelligence Research Specialist Newark IV (Intel) 
Spain, Ryan J. Investigative Analyst Washington Field Division
Edwards, Christopher H. Special Agent New Haven
Klutka, Jordan N. Special Agent Dallas VII
Cuevas, Lina M. Investigative Analyst Boston V (IO) 
Carter, Cynthia D. Chemist (Forensics) Forensic Science Lab - Atlanta
Page, Snider Supervisory Equal Employment Manager Office Of Equal Opportunity
Sigler, Chad W. Investigative Analyst St Paul I
Brimo, Eric M. Special Agent Burlington
Colkmire, Benjamin R. Special Agent Nashville V
Fanus, Kirby G. Special Agent Billings I
Boccuzzi, Joseph Investigative Analyst Louisville IV
Hoffman, Daniel L. Firearms Enforcement Officer Firearms Technology Criminal Branch
Toy, Cody J. Firearms Enforcement Officer Firearms Technology Criminal Branch

Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Branch


