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Local Partnerships And Professional Relationships 
Help ATF Agents Rescue Kidnapping Victim
By Baltimore Field Division Staff

continued on page 3

ATF prides itself on developing strong partnerships with its state and local law enforcement counterparts.  Therefore, it should 
come as no surprise that when New Kent County (Virginia) Sheriff’s Department Detective Lieutenant (Lt.) Joey McLaughlin 
asked ATF Richmond Group 1 Special Agent (SA) David Stone for assistance on a kidnapping case that did not necessarily fall 
into ATF’s jurisdiction, SA Stone did not hesitate to help.  Lt. McLaughlin and SA Stone had worked together for years and had 
developed a solid professional relationship, so SA Stone was willing to assist his local partner with whatever he needed.

The New Kent County Sheriff’s Office, a small department that covers a mostly rural county located east of the city of Richmond, 
had been working for the past several weeks with the neighboring Charles City County Sheriff’s Office on a disturbing case.  In 
the beginning of October 2014, a 16 year-old female from Richmond was reported missing by her mother.  With no witnesses to 
any possible abduction, no signs of “foul play” and no leads on the teenager’s possible whereabouts, investigators did not have 
much to work with.  But two days later, the teenage girl stumbled out of the woods and into the parking lot of a building supply 
company in Charles City County half naked and covered in 3rd degree chemical burns.  Investigators would come to find out 
that she had been abducted off the streets of Richmond by a complete stranger, thrown into a 4-door Chevy, and held against her 
will for days in an unknown location.  They would also discover that as the stranger was literally digging the young girl’s grave, 
the 16 year-old managed to escape and then somehow found the strength to flee through the woods after being beaten, raped, and 
doused with gasoline and bleach.

Several weeks later, at the end of October, investigators caught a break.  DNA 
obtained during an examination of the victim yielded a match in the Combined 
DNA Index System (aka CODIS) indicating that a previously convicted felon 
named Delvin Barnes was a potential suspect.  Investigators prepared a photo 
line-up for the victim, and she was able to positively identify Barnes (who had 
a lengthy and violent criminal history to include armed robbery, assault, and 
sexual assault) as her abductor.  Captain Jayson Crawley, the lead investigator 
for the Charles City County Sheriff’s Office, had his team conduct a search 
warrant at Barnes’ residence the next day.  And while investigators were able to 
obtain valuable information that implicated Barnes in the abduction, they were 
unable to locate Barnes himself.  Over the course of the next week, SA Stone 
assisted Captain Crawley, Lt. McLaughlin and the rest of his local counterparts 
in the search for Barnes, but their suspect was nowhere to be found.  

Meanwhile, almost 300 miles away, a very similar type of abduction was play-
ing out in real time on the national news.  On the evening of Sunday, November 
2nd, 22 year-old Carlesha Gaither Freeland was abducted from a street cor-
ner in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  However, this time there were witnesses.  
And more importantly, there was video.  Several surveillance cameras showed 
Carlesha being confronted by an unknown male and then being forcibly led 
away by him to his car.  Carlesha struggled and was ultimately forced into the 
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KIDNAPPING, from page 1

continued on page 4

suspect’s car, but not before she was able to break out the rear passenger-side window.  It would be this surveillance video, 
additional surveillance images captured a few days later, and the broken window that would ultimately save her life.

As images of the abduction 
in Philadelphia were aired 
by the national media in the 
days following, investigators 
in Virginia took notice.  The 
circumstances of the abduc-
tion were eerily similar to 
what their 16-year-old victim 
had described to them just a 
month prior.  And the grainy 
surveillance video seemed to 
show a car that matched the 
description of Barnes’ vehicle, 
to include the distinctive in-
spection sticker that adorns 
the front windshield of all ve-
hicles registered in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia.  But 
it wasn’t until the afternoon of Wednesday, November 5th - nearly 72 
hours later - that Captain Crawley, Lt. McLaughlin and the rest of their 
team would finally make the connection.  That afternoon, national media 
outlets began posting surveillance footage of a man who used Carlesha’s 
bank card at an ATM and convenience store in Aberdeen, MD.  It was 
these images that convinced the investigators in Virginia that Barnes was 
the suspect in Philadelphia.

At the same time, Lt. McLaughlin decided to take a second look at the 
images of Barnes’ car that had been captured by a Virginia license plate 
reader.  In that image, investigators noticed an emblem for The Auto Con-
nection, a used car dealership in the area.  Knowing the practice of the 
local dealerships to place GPS devices on vehicles sold to people with 
bad credit, Lt. McLaughlin contacted the car dealership to see if there was 
a GPS affixed to Barnes’ vehicle.  As luck would have it, there was, and 
within minutes, the car dealership provided information to Lt. McLaugh-
lin indicating that Barnes’ vehicle was in a parking lot in Jessup, MD, a 
town along the I-95 corridor approximately 25 minutes south of Balti-
more.

Lt. McLaughlin immediately reached back out to SA Stone, and a phone 
tree to end all phone trees ensued.  SA Stone first alerted his supervisor, 
ATF Richmond Group 1 Group Supervisor (GS) Melissa Merola.  Under-
standing the urgency of the situation, GS Merola reached out directly to 
Baltimore Field Division Assistant Special Agent in Charge (ASAC) Dan-
iel Board.  GS Merola and ASAC Board had been long time friends and 
colleagues, having gone to the academy together and also having worked 
together for several years in the Washington Field Division.  From there, 
ASAC Board grabbed fellow Baltimore ASAC Monique Randall and the two reached out to the supervisors of the groups 
that covered the area near Jessup, MD.  Hyattsville Group 1 GS Tim Jones was able to immediately dispatch one of his 
agents to the area.  Baltimore Group 2 GS Rachel Ehrlich-Ellis gathered her things and responded as well.  

Above:  Surveillance video of Carlesha Gaither’s 
abduction played a role in finding her and her 
abductor.

Below:  Agents recognized a sticker on the car in 
the images below, and used this lead to locate the 
vehicle and the abductor.

(Photos courtesy Baltimore Field Division)
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Meanwhile, Hyattsville Group 2 GS Jeffrey Matthews and his agents were returning from an operation in Prince George’s 
County, Maryland, approximately 25 minutes south of Jessup.  When GS Matthews received the phone call from ASAC 
Randall to respond to Jessup, he grabbed Hyattsville 2 SA’s Anthony Tolomeo and David Cheplak and the three headed 
north on I-95, fully expecting to sit in the rush hour traffic that typically plagued that stretch between Washington, DC and 
Baltimore.

At the same time, GS Merola reached out to her ATF colleagues in Philadelphia, and within minutes, she was in contact 
with Philadelphia Police Department (PPD) Detectives James Sloan and John Geliebter, the lead investigators in Carlesha’s 
abduction.  Similarly, SA Stone reached out to fellow ATF Richmond Group 1 SA Todd Fleming, who was part of the United 
States Marshals Service (USMS) Capital Area Regional Fugitive Task Force in Richmond.  Fleming, in turn, was able to 
initiate a line of communication with Nayim Sadik, a Maryland State Police corporal who was a Task Force Officer (TFO) 
with the USMS Task Force in Baltimore.  GS Merola and SA Fleming had established lines of communication with all of 
the key people in the operation, facilitated contact between those people, and then remained in touch with the investigators 
in Philadelphia and Baltimore throughout the afternoon.

ATF Hyattsville Group 1 SA Jeremy Horbert was just a few miles away from Jessup when GS Jones directed him to the park-
ing lot of the Columbia East Marketplace shopping center.  SA Horbert had a pretty good idea of what he was looking for, 
as GS Jones had forwarded him a screen shot of the Wanted Poster from the Charles City Sheriff’s Office, which contained 
a picture of Barnes’ grey Ford Taurus bearing a Virginia license plate.  But GS Jones had also provided SA Horbert with 
an additional piece of information that would prove to be crucial.  Assuming that Barnes was the perpetrator of the abduc-
tion in Philadelphia, GS Jones advised SA Horbert that the suspect vehicle would also have damage to one of the windows.  
So when SA Horbert drove past a grey Ford Taurus bearing a Pennsylvania license plate that had a plastic bag on the rear 
passenger window, he paid extra attention to the car, despite the fact that the license plate was from a different state.  SA 
Horbert, who by this point in time had been put in touch with USMS TFO Sadik, relayed the vehicle’s license plate informa-
tion to TFO Sadik.  TFO Sadik was then able to query the license plate and inform SA Horbert that the plate did not belong 
on a Ford Taurus, but rather, that it was registered in Philadelphia to a completely different vehicle.  

It was now 5:00pm, and due to Daylight Savings Time, it was already getting dark.  After driving past the Ford Taurus once 
and not seeing anyone in it, SA Horbert established a position in the parking lot where he could continue to watch the ve-
hicle, thinking that if it was indeed the suspect’s vehicle, perhaps Barnes’ was inside one of the stores in the busy shopping 
center.

As SA Horbert maintained visual surveillance of the vehicle, GS Ehrlich-Ellis (now the designated On Scene Commander) 
kept an open line of communication with TFO Sadik in order to coordinate the efforts of ATF, the Marshals, and the FBI, 
who had been assisting PPD with the investigation and were also in contact with TFO Sadik.  One of the main concerns be-
came the proverbial “blue on blue” situation, a term used in law enforcement to refer to incidents in which officers unknow-
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Above:  Surveillance video of Carlesha 
Gaither’s abduction played a role in find-
ing her and her abductor.

Below:  Agents recognized a sticker on the 
car in the images below, and used this lead 
to locate the vehicle and the abductor.

(Photo courtesy Baltimore Field Division)
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ingly or mistakenly confront, endanger or impede the efforts of other law enforcement officers.  GS Ehrlich-Ellis and TFO 
Sadik recognized this issue, and with the absence of a common radio channel between the agencies, the two acknowledged 
that ATF would remain the primary agency responsible for holding an inner perimeter.

By 5:30pm, GS Ehrlich-Ellis had also established a position in the parking lot with a good view of the suspect’s vehicle.  
She had been relaying information to several different people about the situation, to include the ATF ASAC’s in Baltimore, 
ATF Richmond, the USMS, the FBI, and the PPD detectives.  She was also in touch with GS Matthews, who, along with SA 
Tolomeo and SA Cheplak, were just getting off Interstate 95 after a surprisingly quick commute thanks to uncharacteristi-
cally light traffic.  But just as the caravan of G-rides were pulling into the parking lot, GS Ehrlich-Ellis noticed two figures 
moving in the back seat of the target vehicle.  She immediately relayed the information over the radio, and the arriving 
agents instinctively peeled off into different sections of the parking lot, assuming (as most field agents do) that the make and 
model of their heavily tinted vehicles would tip off Barnes to the presence of law enforcement.

 GS Matthews, a former Operator on ATF’s Special Response Team (SRT) Team 2, assumed tactical control of the 
operation.  He established landmarks and began putting his assets into place.  “The McDonalds is 12 o’clock” he announced 
as he assigned each agent a position “on the clock” to ensure that a secure inner perimeter was established around the tar-
get vehicle.  Immediately, the agents got into position and began to “gear up.”  While awaiting the command to initiate a 
potential vehicle assault, SA Tolomeo began to gauge the distance between himself and the target vehicle, recognizing that 
he’d be able to react on foot more safely and efficiently than by driving.  SA Cheplak, a Crisis Negotiator for SRT Team 2, 
recognized the possibility of a hostage-barricade situation and began to mentally prepare for a potential hostage negotiation.   

Meanwhile, GS Matthews and GS Ehrlich-Ellis contemplated the various issues that the agents were dealing with.  Is this 
actually Barnes’ vehicle?  If so, is that Barnes in the backseat, or is it perhaps a co-conspirator and he is still in the mall?  If 
we do approach the car in the busy parking lot, how can we do so safely without endangering the public?   One thing was 
certain, and the veteran agents advised the rest of the team, “This car is not leaving the parking lot.”

 Less than five minutes later, SA Horbert radioed that he could see one of the individuals climbing from the back 
seat into the front seat of the target vehicle, prompting GS Matthews to advise the team “If that car starts, we’re taking it.”  
As the target vehicle’s headlights illuminated, the agents sprang into action.  GS Matthews immediately pulled his G-ride 
behind the vehicle, blocking it from backing up any further.  Simultaneously, SA Tolomeo, SA Cheplak and SA Horbert 
deployed from their separate positions and converged on the target vehicle’s driver’s side door.  As the vehicle attempted to 
back out of its parking space, the driver stopped and peered over his right shoulder, presumably wondering why the SUV in 
his rear window was not moving.  GS Matthews immediately recognized the driver to be Barnes.  Moments later, Barnes’s 
attention was re-directed by the agents’ commands to show his hands as the barrel of SA Cheplak’s M4 pressed up against 
his driver’s side window and SA Tolomeo’s flashlight temporarily blinded his eyes.  Barnes slowly unlocked the door and 
the agents then expeditiously pulled him out of the vehicle, onto the ground, and into custody.

 While SA Tolomeo, SA Horbert and SA Cheplak addressed Barnes, GS Matthews and GS Ehrlich-Ellis turned their 
attention back to the car.  As GS Matthews opened the door, he observed a woman in a state of extreme emotional distress 
cowering in the backseat.  He asked her what her name was, but in her condition, the woman was unable to give a clear 
answer, so GS Matthews changed the question.  “Are you from Philadelphia?!”  Carlesha simply exclaimed “Yes!”

 GS Matthews and GS Ehrlich-Ellis took Carlesha aside, secured her in a separate vehicle away from Barnes, and 
explained to her that she was safe.  Carlesha was visibly relieved, but it was apparent to the agents that she was still shaken 
and likely in a state of shock.  GS Ehrlich-Ellis helped Carlesha into her G-ride and the two headed for the Emergency 
Room.

 Carlesha was safe and Barnes was in custody, but the night was not over for the ATF agents on scene that night.  As 
GS Ehrlich-Ellis transported Carlesha to a local hospital, draining her cell phone battery as she fielded call after call, GS 
Matthews secured the arrest scene.  Meanwhile, GS Jones, still enroute to the location, reached out to ATF Baltimore Group 
3 SA Troy Dannenfelser for assistance.  GS Jones, also a former ATF SRT Operator, had worked with SA Dannenfelser on 

continued on page 6
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dozens of occasions in SA Dannenfelser’s role as an SRT Medic.  SA Dannenfelser was able to utilize his local medical con-
tacts to call ahead to the hospital and ensure that Carlesha’s arrival was smooth and handled with the sensitivity it required.

 By the time GS Jones arrived at the arrest scene, a group of local reporters had gathered in the area, all of whom 
were eager for details of the extraordinary event that had occurred earlier that evening.  With GS Matthews unable to make 
an official statement due to his status as a potential witness in the case, he briefed GS Jones on exactly what had happened.  
With the blessing from HQ, GS Jones then conducted an impromptu on-camera press conference that provided valuable 
information about the event and explained ATF’s role in the arrest of Barnes and the rescue of Carlesha (GS Jones later ap-
peared on ABC’s Good Morning America and CNN’s Situation Room, as well).

 While at the hospital, GS Ehrlich-
Ellis stayed with Carlesha the en-
tire night.  She liaised with the FBI 
agents assigned to the case and as-
sisted in the interview of Carlesha, all 
the while remaining in contact with 
the PPD detectives, who were mak-
ing arrangements to reunite Carlesha 
with her family.  SA Cheplak also re-
sponded to the hospital to assist GS 
Ehrlich-Ellis and help the hospital 
security staff manage the high profile 
situation.

 Later that evening, the PPD detectives escorted several of Carlesha’s family members down to the Maryland hospi-
tal.  By midnight, Carlesha’s mom, who had spent three excruciating days in front of news cameras begging for her daugh-
ter’s safe return, was finally able to hug her daughter.  After a brief but emotional reunion, the ATF agents helped Carlesha, 
her family and the PPD detectives slip out the backdoor of the hospital and into the awaiting PPD police van that would 
bring them home.

 In September 2015, Barnes pled guilty in federal court to interstate kidnapping charges.  As part of the plea deal, 
Barnes stipulated to his participation in the state case in Virginia as well as to the sexual assault of Carlesha.  On June 30, 
2016, he was sentenced to 35 years in federal prison.  During the sentencing, Senior United States District Judge J. Curtis 
Joyner scolded Barnes for the “horrendous offense”, adding that while it was against his better judgement to accept the 35 
year plea agreement, the proposed deal would ultimately spare Carlesha the agony of having to relive her experience during 
a lengthy and emotional trial.

   “On a daily basis, ATF agents and employees across the country dedicate their lives to protecting the citizens of 
their communities from violent criminals like Delvin Barnes,” said Daniel Board, who is now the Special Agent in Charge 
(SAC) of the Baltimore Field Division.  “All of ATF can take pride in the efforts of our agents that day in November 2014.  
Our agency’s ability to develop professional relationships that span careers and collaborative partnerships that cross ju-
risdictional boundaries ultimately help make all our communities safer and undoubtedly helped save the life of Carlesha 
Gaither Freeland.”

(L to R) – Philadelphia PD Detective 
Sloan, Carlesha Gaither Freeland, SA 
Ehrlich-Ellis and SA Cheplak after 
the sentencing of BARNES.  This was 
the first time that Carlesha had seen 
the  ATF agents since the night she 
was rescued.
(Photo courtesy Baltimore FD)

KIDNAPPING, from page 6



7  Inside ATF Jul-Aug 2016

Newark Field Division Participates in Asian Fest
By SSA/PIO Walter Kudron, Newark Field Division
On July 25, 2016, members of the ATF Newark Field Divi-
sion attended the 15th Annual Asian Fest presented by the 
New Jersey Asian American Law Enforcement Officers As-
sociation (NJAALEOA) with the Society of Asian Federal 
Officers at Yelencsics Park in Edison, New Jersey.

ATF set up a booth with various props and examples of fire-
arms and explosive devices, in addition to safety gear and 
recruiting information.  The booth was staffed by Newark 
ASAC Scott Curley and Newark IA Jennifer Frias.  Special 
Emphasis Program Manager Tat Shum of the Office of Di-
versity & Inclusion was also in attendance.

The festival was also attended by the New Jersey State 
Police, the United States Marshals Service, the New York 
City Police Department, the Pennsylvania State Police, the 
Philadelphia Police Department, and many other police and 
fire departments.

ASAC Scott Curley; IA Jennifer Frias; Program Manager Tat 
Shum; and Robert May, President Emeritus of NJAALEOA, 

are pictured along with two future ATF recruits.
(photo courtesy Newark Field Division)

WIFLE Leadership Training, July 18-22, 2016

Top left:  ATF attendees at the Women in Federal Law Enforcement (WIFLE) 
conference, held this year in Reston, Virginia.
Bottom left L-R: Julia Dolan, Chief, Forensic Science Lab-Washington; and Erica 
Reid, Program Analyst, PGA, spoke with conference attendees at the ATF booth.

Right:  Barbara Osteika of the Office of Public and Governmental Affairs (center) 
was presented with WIFLE’s Elizebeth Smith Friedman Award.

(Photos by Carolyn Wallace)



8  Inside ATF Jul-Aug 2016

MARCH(ing) Orders:  Massive Bleeding, Part 
Two:  Wound Packing 
By Senior Special Agent Medic Howard Marcus, Chicago Field Division
and 
Special Agent Medic Joshua Knapp, Medic Program Manager

Part two of the article series:
WHAT TO DO FIRST:  Immediate Action And

First Aid After a Traumatic Injury 
from your ATF Medics

This is the second in a series of articles concerning first aid and immediate action in the event of a traumatic 
injury that ATF Medics will be submitting to Inside ATF.  While of utmost importance to Special Agents (SA’s), 
Explosives Enforcement Officers (EEO’s) and Task Force Officers (TFO’s), the information should be of value 
to all ATF employees.  

In our first article, we covered the necessity of getting yourself and any casualties out of harm’s way or otherwise 
neutralizing the threat.  Threat is defined as encountering gunfire or explosives serving a search warrant, a mal-
function on an explosives range, a fire scene collapse or other hazard.   The pneumonic MARCH and MARCH-
ing order was also reviewed.  This MARCH(ing) order (Massive bleeding, Airway, Respiration, Circulation, 
Hypothermia and Head injury) is a useful memory aid for treatment priorities.  Rescuers treat the injuries within 
the MARCH-ing order based on threat level and closeness to the threat (hot zone, warm zone, cold zone).  

Another focus of the first article was bleeding control (M and C of the MARCH-ing order) through the use of 
tourniquets, compressed gauze and the H-bandage.  These items are contained within the ATF Gunshot Wound 
Kit available to every ATF SA, EEO and TFO via SOLVS.  Tourniquets are very effective stopping bleeding on 
the extremities.  Countless applications by military personnel since 2001 as well as domestically by EMS agen-
cies have proven them safe when applied correctly.  In other words, applying a tourniquet does not condemn the 
patient to an amputation.  Generally, tourniquets can be left in place for up to six hours without lasting impair-
ment to the limb.  So long as the injury requiring the tourniquet hasn’t completely destroyed the anatomy, trauma 
surgeons can fix the damaged blood vessels (within the six hours) and the limb function is restored.  

Remember, when placing a tourniquet on yourself or someone else, it goes high and tight on an extremity to stem 
the flow of blood.  Once in the warm zone away from immediate threats, reassess any tourniquets and continue 
to treat any massive bleeding.  A pressure dressing and additional tourniquet have already been mentioned in the 
previous article as means to consider for bleeding control.  

While tourniquets work well on the extremities, what is a rescuer to do when confronted with bleeding high up 
on the arm or leg, arm pit, shoulder, groin or neck?  These are referred to as junctional areas.  Anatomically, the 
junctional areas are too high for the tourniquet to compress blood vessels above the injury.  In the case of a neck 
wound, placing a tight band and compressing the arteries, veins and trachea would violate the ‘do no harm’ ideal 
of medicine.  The bleeding would definitely stop but so would the patient’s breathing!  

continued on page 9
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If a rescuer is confronted with a wound in a junc-
tional area, a technique to consider is wound pack-
ing.  When a bullet strikes an individual, the skin 
stretches slightly before failing and letting the bullet 
pass into the body.  (Note: when the skin is no longer 
stretched, the hole from the bullet’s entry may appear 
deceivingly small and show little external bleeding).  
Inside the body, there is a different story.   Bullets 
penetrating into the body create cavities in the tissue.  
The higher the velocity of the round, the larger the 
cavity.  In creating this cavity, major damage can be 
done to blood vessels which can cause life threaten-
ing bleeding.  A knife or similar edged weapon can 
also open cavities and damage blood vessels.  Knives 
cause additional damage as the attacker pulls it out.  
The bleeding within these cavities make simple di-
rect pressure alone less than ideal.  Most times, the 
direct pressure exerted by the rescuer on the skin 
surface does not actually transmit to the damaged/
bleeding blood vessels in the cavity below.  Bleeding 
remains uncontrolled and life- threatening blood loss 
can occur.    

Wound packing is a technique you can employ in the 
field either in the warm zone or enroute to the hos-
pital or trauma center.  In your ATF Gunshot Wound 
Kit is compressed gauze.  Approximately two inches 
wide and one yard long, this is an ideal wound pack-
ing material.  (See photo at top right)  You simply 
take the end of the gauze and using your (ideally) 
gloved fingers feed/pack this material into the wound 
until the cavity is full.  (See photo at bottom right)  
You then apply direct pressure on top of the packed 
wound via fist or knee for several minutes depending 
on the severity of the wound.  The rescuer needs to 
ensure the cavity is truly full with gauze.  Some pain 
may be felt by the patient during this process.  By 
ensuring the cavity is full, the rescuer ensures pres-
sure is being applied as much as possible right at the 
point of bleeding.  The damaged blood vessel(s) is 
where the body needs to form a clot to stop the loss 
of blood and prevent life threatening shock.  You can 
apply your H-Bandage on top of a packed wound to 
provide additional direct pressure.  (See photo at top 
of next page)  This also frees your hands to treat ad-
ditional wounds.  

Note: for neck wounds, a pressure bandage cannot be 
applied as a tight band for the same reasons a tour-

MARCH, from page 8

continued on page 10

Above:  Compressed gauze for wound packing.
Below:  The proper method of packing a wound.

(photo courtesy SA Joshua Knapp)
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niquet cannot.  The rescuer must wrap the pres-
sure bandage under the armpit opposite the neck 
wound location.  In this manner, the pressure will 
not constrict blood flow or breathing.  (See photo 
at the bottom of this page)

Wound packing is essential for wounds to the 
junctional areas.  It can also be used anywhere on 
the arms or legs.  Caution should be used when 
packing a wound on the scalp.  The rescuer must 
be sure the skull isn’t fractured before applying 
pressure to those same bones via wound pack-
ing.   Wound packing is not permitted for chest 
wounds as it would interfere with the victim’s 
ability to breath.  The abdomen is also an area 
where a rescuer should not pack a wound due 
to its size.  The rescuer would need hundreds of 
yards of gauze to pack a wound in the abdomen.  

So, by way of review; when out of the hot zone, 
compressed gauze from your ATF Gunshot 
Wound Kit can be packed into a gunshot, frag, 
stab, slash or other penetrating wound to greatly 
increase the effectiveness of a pressure dressing 
placed over the packed wound.  The technique 
is simply to feed via gloved fingers the gauze 
into the wound cavity until it is full.  The res-
cuer should then apply direct pressure over the 
packed wound via fist or knee and/or place a 
pressure dressing.  A properly applied pressure 
bandage over a packed wound helps ensure the 
gauze applies direct pressure right against the 
point of bleeding.  This in turn helps the body 
to form clots where they will do the most good 
at stemming the loss of blood and preventing 
deadly shock.  

Please contact your division’s medics if you wish 
to practice this technique or have other questions 
with which they can assist.  You can also con-
tact Senior Special Agent Medic Howard Marcus 
at howard.marcus@atf.gov or Medic Program 
Manager Josh Knapp at joshua.knapp@atf.gov 
with any questions or if you have ideas for other 
articles from a medic that would be of value to 
the field.  Stay safe and rest assured, we will be 
going through the rest of MARCH in future in-
stallments.  

MARCH, from page 9

Above: 
Once you have packed a wound, you can use an H bandage

 over the packing to maintain pressure.

Below:
Wounds to the neck must be wrapped around the armpit

 rather than around the neck.

(photos courtesy SA Joshua Knapp)
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Newark and Detroit Field Divisions Share Informa-
tion To Make The Best Use of NIBIN
By SSA/PIO Walter Kudron, Newark Field Division

Left to right:  ATF Detroit Field Division ASAC Nicholas Starcevic, New Jersey 
State Police Deputy Superintendent of Investigations Raymond Guidetti, ATF 

Newark Field Division SAC George Belsky, ATF Detroit Field Division SAC 
Robin Shoemaker, Detroit Police Department Deputy Chief David Levally, and 

Michigan State Police Lieutenant Colonel Richard Arnold.
(photo courtesy FSL-SF)

On June 14th, 2016, management from 
the ATF Detroit Field Division, along 
with members of the Detroit Police De-
partment and the Michigan State Police, 
visited the Newark Field Division to 
meet with ATF and the New Jersey State 
Police regarding the successful New Jer-
sey NIBIN program.  ATF Newark Field 
Division Special Agent in Charge George 
Belsky and ATF Newark Field Division 
Assistant Special Agent in Charge Scott 
Curley also attended the meeting.  

After meeting with New Jersey State Po-
lice Deputy Superintendent of Investiga-
tions Raymond Guidetti, the delegation 
met with personnel at the New Jersey 
Forensic Technology Center’s Ballistics 
Laboratory and toured the facility.  This 
was followed by a visit to the NJSP Re-
gional Operations and Intelligence Cen-
ter for a briefing of the Center, and a dis-
cussion with respect to their successful 
NIBIN partnership.  

ATF Director Visits Newark Field Division
By SSA/PIO Walter Kudron, Newark Field Division

From left to right:  ATF Deputy Director Brandon, NJSP 
Superintendent Fuentes, ATF Assistant Director McDer-
mond, and ATF Newark FD SAC Belsky (photo courtesy 

SSA/PIO Walter Kudron)

On June 9, 2016, ATF Deputy Director Thomas Brandon 
and ATF Office of Strategic Intelligence and Information 
Assistant Director James McDermond travelled to the New-
ark Field Division to meet with Colonel Rick Fuentes, Su-
perintendent of the New Jersey State Police (NJSP), and his 
staff at the NJSP headquarters in West Trenton, NJ.  Director 
Brandon was accompanied by ATF Newark Field Division 
Special Agent in Charge George Belsky and ATF Newark 
Field Division Assistant Special Agent in Charge Scott Cur-
ley.  

After meeting with Colonel Fuentes, Deputy Director Bran-
don and Assistant Director McDermond met with personnel 
from the NJSP Regional Operations and Intelligence Center 
for a briefing of the Center, and a discussion with respect 
to their successful NIBIN partnership.  This was followed 
by a visit to the New Jersey Forensic Technology Center’s 
Ballistics Laboratory.  
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Exploring Generational Misconceptions and Work-
ing with Multiple Generations in the Workplace 
By Allison Northrop and Deborah Comoza, GT ERG

#gterg #wefie:  During a recent program exploring generational differences among 
employees, attendees participated in a group selfie.
(photo courtesy GT ERG) continued on page 13

Every wonder why Millennials take so many selfies? Ever 
think to yourself “why can’t that Gen-Xer just pick up the 
phone instead of sending so many emails?” And, “what’s 
with all the texting- hello – can you watch where you’re 
going!” 

If you are younger, do you sometimes wonder why an older 
co-worker lectures you like a parent instead of discussing a 
problem with you like a team member (“when I was your 
age we had to work our way up!”)? 

Did you know in the ATF workforce, nearly half of all full 
time employees are considered Generation X (born 1965 to 
1980) - a group often characterized as self-reliant, slightly 
skeptical and highly appreciative of a strong work-life bal-
ance. Did you also know the smallest group, Traditionalists 
(born 1927 to 1945) making up less than 1% of our work-
force, value hard work and paying one’s dues. 

Two groups, nearly even in workforce makeup, the Baby 
Boomer (born 1946 to 1964), accustomed to working long 
hours in the office and the Millennial (born 1981 to 2000) 
the tenacious, multi-tasking, high-tech “I can work from 
anywhere” employee could almost be considered grandpar-
ents working alongside grandchildren!

It is easy to see why we sometimes have “colliding” points 
of view and a lack of understanding as to why a Gen-Xer 
does what he/she does or a Boomer does what he/she does. 

The Generations Together Employee Resource Group (GT 
ERG) was officially formed three years ago, recognizing 
within ATF the importance of bringing to light certain com-
munication hurdles or generational stereotypes between the 
differing generations in the workplace and to serve as an 
employee resource in helping to find balance and under-
standing.

In March of this 
year the GT ERG 
hosted an innova-
tive and interac-
tive event entitled, 
“Myth Busting 
– Exploring Gen-
erational Miscon-
ceptions” at ATF 
Headquarters. This 
event was com-
prised of a series 
of quick, live skits 
depicting common 
scenarios from 
which generational 
m i s c o n c e p t i o n s 
might arise. 

The three skits that 
were acted out by 
ATF employees de-
picted stereotypical 
situations that could 
happen in the work 
place. From getting 
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GT ERG, from page 12

on to an elevator while texting and have someone say to you 
“I am not sure how you kids these days can text with only 
one hand,” to having a supervisor that is younger than you, 
as well as, to answer the question, “why do the millennials 
take so many selfies?”

Each skit was followed by a questions and answer seg-
ment leading to some of the best audience feedback the GT 
ERG has had to date. Following the three skits the GT ERG 
served light refreshments to give a “dinner theater” feel to 
the event and allow the audience to have the opportunity to 
speak with GT ERG members. 

The feedback from the audience regarding this event was 
incredibly positive and led the younger members of the GT 
ERG to arrange a “coffee house” style mixer in early May 
where employees, particularly younger or new employees 
were encouraged to attend a one hour meet and greet com-
plete with coffee and pastry where young, new employees 
were given the opportunity to mingle and learn about net-
working in person.  

Most recently, during the month of June, the GT ERG, 
working with the Office of Diversity and Inclusion and the 
Behavioral Health Services through ATF’s EAP contract 
were happy to host Ms. Antoinette Lancaster who provided 
an informative and interactive presentation entitled “Work-
ing with Multiple Generations in the Workplace” where Ms. 
Lancaster discussed the impact multiple generations in the 
workforce is having on business dynamics and processes in 
addition to how we might communicate with one another 
peer to peer and supervisor to employee based on genera-
tional background. 

For example, as mentioned previously in this article, nearly 
half of all full time ATF employees are considered Genera-
tion X (born 1965 to 1980) – but did you know, that the high-
est percentage of ATF supervisors are Gen X?  This means 
we have younger employees supervising older employees 
in some instances.  The presentation explored the realm of 
potential miscommunication that could arise from relation-
ships of this kind in addition to examining general percep-
tions that some of us may harbor about the “other” genera-
tion such as “why do the younger workers seem to have no 
work ethic?”, “why is senior management so out of touch?”, 
“what is it with these younger people and social media all 
day long, all the time?”, and, “why do the older workers not 
take me seriously or respect my opinion?”.  

Lively discussion ensued during the course of the presenta-
tion and Ms. Lancaster was able to provide the audience 
key pointers asking us to examine what we have in common 
with those employees not of our generation, be aware of 

what motivates people from a different generation (growing 
up during the Depression vs. growing up during the pros-
perous 1950’s vs. growing up as a latch key kid), and, learn-
ing how to collaborate and communicate with those outside 
of our generation. 

Did you know, in general (and bear in mind these are gen-
eralizations) a Traditionalist Employee, someone 71 years 
of age, will probably prefer a top-down chain of command 
where as a Millennial (also known as Generation Y with an 
age range of 22 to 35) employee may prefer collaboration, 
engagement and immediate feedback.  A Gen Xer, someone 
who might be 46 years of age, will highly value flexibility 
and work-life balance whereas a 60 year old Baby Boomer 
could be a workaholic, planning to work beyond the tradi-
tional retirement age.  

At the end of the presentation, perhaps the most valuable 
insight participants could take with them was to learn to 
better understand how to work with or supervise employees 
from a range of generational backgrounds by taking into 
consideration how a particular generation may have grown 
up then listen, ask questions to find common ground, be 
open minded to different perspectives, and, be flexible with 
communication style.  Whereas a very young employee may 
prefer texting, an older employee may be more comfortable 
with face-to-face or telephone contact – one method is not 
necessarily better than the other – compromise! 

As a resource group, the GT ERG is sponsored by an ATF 
Executive Staff member (Deputy Assistant Director Stuart 
Lowrey, HRPD) and consists of core members from across 
a diverse range of job series and generational groups.  The 
group meets monthly in ATF Headquarters and makes every 
effort to provide at least three educational events each year.  

The GT ERG hopes to continue moving forward serving as 
a resource for ATF employees with events and activities and 
as source of information regarding generational issues.  In 
the future, one of the GT ERG’s goals is to work towards 
better engaging and delivering resources to the field.  Any-
one can visit the GT ERG site on ATF Connect:  

https://share.doj.gov/sites/GenerationsTogetherComm/_
layouts/15/start.aspx#/SitePages/Community%20Home.
aspx

Those interested in participating in future GT ERG meet-
ings or events or who may just have questions or ideas can 
contact any of the GT ERG members.  Employees can find 
a listing of current members on the site.    

In the very near future the GT ERG, in collaboration with 
PGA, hope to deliver a one-hour video presentation of 
“Myth Busting – Exploring Generational Misconceptions.”  
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Casings, Guns, And Drugs:  How ATF And The 
NYPD Unraveled A New York Drug Ring
By Dillon McConnell, Public Affairs Specialist, PGA

Violent offenders Antony Nina (left) and Catherine Morales (right) were investigated 
by the ATF and NYPD.

(photos courtesy New York Field Division)

In January of 2012, Adony “D” Nina 
rang in the New Year by firing off 
a few celebratory shots from a gun.  
Little did he know then, that ill-
advised act would ultimately lead 
to him spending the rest of his life 
behind bars.

After witnessing him fire the gun, 
New York Police Department 
(NYPD) officers apprehended and 
arrested Nina. At the time of his 
arrest, Nina was a previously con-
victed felon who was federally pro-
hibited from possessing a firearm 
and ammunition and had a lengthy 
criminal history. Although the fire-
arm was not found, law enforcement 
recovered shell casings from the 
scene, allowing them to charge Nina 
and contact ATF for assistance with 
the investigation.

On April 4, 2012, Nina was indicted on “felon in possession 
of ammunition” charges by the U.S. Attorney’s Office in 
the Southern District of New York. But as ATF and NYPD 
detectives began to dive deeper into the case, the investiga-
tion grew in scope

As investigators would discover, Nina was a violent drug 
trafficker, and he and his associates, including his partner 
Candido “Dido” Antomattei and Catherine “Cathy” Mo-
rales, sold numerous kilograms of crack cocaine and heroin 
near the Hunts Point section of the Bronx from 2008–2012.  
At Nina and Antomattei’s direction, their dealers sold drugs 
24/7 wreaking havoc in the neighborhoods where they oper-
ated.  Hijacking street corners, sidewalks, building lobbies, 
and other public areas to conduct their criminal activity, 
Nina relied on the consistent use of violence to control the 
community and his territory. 

Cathy Morales ran an extensive heroin enterprise as part of 
Nina and Antomattei’s operation, and when Bobby Morales 
began selling drugs on her turf in the summer of 2011, she 
quickly turned to Nina for guidance.  Nina’s solution, as 
usual, was violence.  He supplied Cathy with a loaded gun 
and at his direction, Cathy Morales fired three shots at Bob-
by’s two sisters and girlfriend.  One shot struck Bobby’s 
sister, Aisha Morales, in the head and killed her. 

Cathy Morales fled the scene and was a fugitive for two 
years before she was captured by ATF and U.S. Marshals in 
Philadelphia.  She was sentenced to 45 years in prison for 
her involvement in the Morales murder. On July 16, 2014, 
Candido Antomattei was sentenced to 30 years in federal 
prison for conspiracy to distribute narcotics and for bran-
dishing a firearm in relation to a drug offense. On March 
22, 2016, Judge Sullivan sentenced Adony Nina to two life 
sentences plus 10 years for the murder of Aisha Morales, 
conspiracy to distribute narcotics, and firearms charges. 
Both Nina and Cathy Morales were ordered to pay $17,000 
in restitution to the family of Aisha Morales.

This case exemplifies how through inter-agency coopera-
tion and partnership, a single arrest for a seemingly simple 
crime can grow into the successful takedown of a ring of 
violent criminals.

“Through the investigative efforts of our Joint Firearms Task 
Force, ATF and our partners have significantly improved the 
quality of life for the citizens of the Bronx affected by this 
violent organization,” said ATF Special Agent-in-Charge 
Delano Reid of the New York Field Division. “Hopefully, 
the family of Aisha Morales may come to find some solace 
in the fact that those responsible for her murder will spend 
the rest of their lives behind bars.”
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Six Alarms Of “Pick Up Sticks”:  SFFD And NRT 
Investigate Huge Fire Alongside Local Agencies
By PIO Lisa Meiman, Denver Field Division

Details on the cause of a six-alarm fire on the border of 
Emeryville and Oakland, California, are still under inves-
tigation after ATF’s National Response Team classified the 
fire as incendiary, July 13.

The San Francisco Field Division offered up to a $10,000 
reward the following day to anyone who could provide 
some answers.

“Someone intentionally set this fire and caused millions of 
dollars in damage as well as destroyed homes and a nearby 
business. These people have not only lost money but also 
memories and valuables, some of which are irreplaceable,” 
said SFFD Special Agent in Charge Jill Snyder. “Our hope 
is someone knows what happened and will come forward.”

The fire began in a construction site of a seven-story apart-
ment complex and parking structure at about 2:45 a.m., July 
6. Flames also consumed an auto body shop, 20 vehicles 
and four townhomes, causing about $23 million in damage 
overall. No one was injured.

About 20 members of ATF’s National Response Team ar-
rived in California, July 7, to assist SFFD and local investi-
gators with determining the origin and cause.

“Our goal is to bring in necessary resources to document 
and process the scene efficiently and effectively and collect 
available evidence so the investigation is brought to a man-
ageable position for local agencies,” said Certified Fire In-

vestigator Mike Marquardt, who 
served as the NRT team leader. 
“At the end, we provide inves-
tigative reports and additional 
documentation, including a de-
tailed origin and cause report, to 
help with any continuing inves-
tigation.”

The team got off to a slow start 
on site because hot spots flared 
within the structure more than 
two days after the fire was ex-
tinguished. Also compounding 
the situation was five stories of 
twisted and mangled metal scaf-
folding that loomed over half 
the site, including the entrance 
stairwell, which prevented safe 
entry. 

Two cranes and several riggers, 
including NRT members, spent 
many hours over two days sus-
pended from man-baskets and 
using cutting torches to wrest 
pieces of scaffolding away from 

the structure. Investigators commented that the work was 
much like “a giant game of pick-up sticks”. Scene excava-
tion work proceeded quickly after the scaffolding was re-
moved, and the NRT was able to complete that work, July 
13.

“Based on witness statements, scene excavation and other 
evidence, we have determined someone intentionally set 
this fire,” said Lead CFI Woody Reeves, who works as a 
full-time NRT member based out of the Fire Research Lab-
oratory in Maryland.

Above:  NRT and members of the Alameda County Fire Investigation Task Force worked 
on top of a two-story concrete parking structure to analyze the scene of a six-alarm fire 

in Emeryville, California. On July 6, the fire destroyed an apartment complex under con-
struction, an auto body shop, 20 vehicles and four townhomes. 
(Photo by Aisha Knowles of Alameda County Fire Department)

continued on page 16
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Below: An NRT member and fire investigator with Al-
ameda County Fire Department watch a crane remove a 

doorway from the scene. (Photo by Aisha Knowles)

Above:  NRT members discuss how to remove the damaged 
scaffolding from the structure so investigators could safely 

enter the scene. 
Below:  On July 8, NRT members document the fire scene, 

July 8, where a six-alarm fire destroyed the construction site 
of an apartment complex and nearby buildings and homes. 
Five stories of mangled metal scaffolding prevented investi-

gators from entering the structure for two days.
(Photos by Lisa Meiman)

The investigation was a large collaborative effort because 
the site straddled multiple jurisdictions and because a fire 
of this magnitude is rare. 

“This effort was a great example of police and fire and local 
and federal agencies all working side-by-side for a common 
goal,” said SFFD Assistant Special Agent in Charge Debbie 
Livingston. “Everyone worked very hard.”

Alameda County Fire Chief David Rocha said, “I am thank-
ful for all the agencies who have provided assistance in fire 
suppression and the investigation. We look forward to con-
tinued collaboration with the local ATF bureau as the fire 
investigation progresses.”

Other team members came from the Alameda County Fire 
Investigation Task Force, an association of federal, state 
and local fire and police investigators led by the Alameda 
County District Attorney’s Office. In addition to ATF and 
the Alameda County Fire Department, participating agen-
cies from the task force included the Emeryville Police 
Department, Piedmont Fire Department, Oakland Fire De-
partment, City of Emeryville, City of Alameda, and City of 
Oakland.

“I want to thank the city, our local partners and the San 
Francisco Field Division for their support. We greatly ap-
preciate being invited. Your assistance and accommoda-
tions surpassed our expectations,” said Marquardt. “This 
was one of the smoother investigations we have been on 
thanks to the help from our partners.”

SIX-ALARM, from page 15
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Success Story Of The Month

PARTNER: 

Kissimmee Police Department (KPD); Osceola County Sheriff’s Office; Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement

SUMMARY:

In the summer of 2013, 22 shooting incidents occurred in Osceola County, Florida, over a 2-week period. 
These included two deaths: a June 26, 2013, drive-by shooting and a July 4, 2013, robbery and murder. As 
early as June 27, NIBIN started linking the shootings to a .45 caliber gun. On July 9, 2013, KPD arrested 
four suspects for the shootings, including Konrad Schaefer and David Damus, and found a .45 caliber 
gun that matched the shootings. Schaefer pled guilty on January 14, 2016, and a court found Damus guilty 
on March 11, 2016. Both Schaefer and Damus received life sentences for their part in the shootings.

CHARGES:  

Murder

SENTENCE:

Life in Prison
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Two members of the Roanoke Field Office,
SSA Mike Cilento and TFO Craig Frye,

were honored by Speaker of the House Paul Ryan. 
(photo courtesy Roanoke Field Office)

Senior Special Agent Mike Cilento and Task Force Officer 
Craig Frye were recently honored for their heroic actions 
on May 11, 2016.  Both were 
participating in the Law En-
forcement United “Road To 
Hope” bicycle ride, which is 
held yearly to honor the ser-
vice and sacrifice of all law 
enforcement officers that have 
died in the line of duty.  In ad-
dition to raising awareness of 
those lost, the ride also serves 
to raise money to support the 
survivors left behind.  This is 
a cause near and dear to the 
hearts of both SSA Mike Ci-
lento and TFO Craig Frye.  

On May 11, 2016, Lieutenant 
Jim Mariano of the Shaker 
Heights, OH Police Depart-
ment, suffered a heart attack 
while riding in the event.  He 
fell from his bike to the side of 
the road in obvious distress.  
SSA Mike Cilento, serving as 
a Ride Marshal for the event 
and riding at the back of the 
pack, saw Lt. Mariano fall and 
immediately went to his aid.  
TFO Craig Frye, serving in 
a support role, jumped out of 

Saving A Life On the “Road To Hope”:
Washington FD Agent Honored
By IRS Scarlett Nardo, Washington Field Division

In Memoriam
Sandy Storms passed away peacefully on the morning of Tuesday August 2.  She worked for the IRS 

before becoming an Industry Operations Investigator with ATF on September 15, 1987.  Her career with 
ATF spanned 20 years.  At the time of her retirement in 2007, she was assigned to the Indianapolis II 

Field Office, Merrillville Satellite Office.  

 George McGrath, III, passed away on Tuesday, August 2, 2016.  He served as an ATF Special Agent in 
Birmingham, Alabama, for many years. 

the car he was riding in and quickly went to assist.  SSA Ci-
lento, TFO Frye, and other rescue personnel with the group 

began giving lifesaving aid to 
Lt. Mariano, who had no signs 
of life.  After the heroic efforts 
of all involved, Lt. Mariano 
was revived and transported to 
a nearby trauma center, where 
he underwent a triple bypass 
the following day.  

Word of the lifesaving efforts 
of SSA Mike Cilento and 
TFO Craig Frye reached the 
Speaker of the House Paul 
Ryan.  To honor their heroic 
efforts, flags were flown over 
the United States Capitol on 
May 29, 2016, for each of 
them.  Those flags, along with 
a memo signed by Speaker 
Ryan, commending them for 
their persistence and poise 
during the successful adminis-
tration of lifesaving measures 
were recently received.  As 
members of the Washington 
Field Division, Roanoke Field 
Office, we are very lucky to 
have two such outstanding 
law enforcement officers!



19  Inside ATF Jul-Aug 2016

Section 1614.605 of 29 C.F.R. provides that employees who file equal employment opportunity (EEO) complaints are en-
titled to a representative of their choice during all stages of the EEO complaint process.  Additionally, employees and their 
representative, if they are employees of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), are entitled to a 
reasonable amount of official time to present the complaint and to respond to requests for information.  ATF “is not obligated 
to change work schedules, incur overtime wages, or pay travel expenses to facilitate the choice of a specific representative 
or to allow the complainant and representative to confer.”  Witnesses, who are called to participate in the EEO process, shall 
also be in duty status when their participation has been required by ATF or the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission (EEOC).  

What is reasonable?:   According to the EEOC, “‘Reasonable’ is defined as whatever is appropriate, under the particular 
circumstances of the complaint, in order to allow a complete presentation of the relevant information associated with the 
complaint and to respond to agency requests for information.   The actual number of hours to which complainant and his/
her representative are entitled will vary, depending on the nature and complexity of the complaint and considering the mis-
sion of the agency and the agency’s need to have its employees available to perform their normal duties on a regular basis.”  
However, the employee and management should arrive at a mutual understanding as to the amount of official time to be used 
prior to the use of such time.  

Meeting and Hearing Time:  The majority of time spent by employees and their representatives during the processing 
of a typical EEO complaint is spent in meetings with the EEO Counselor or Investigator and hearings with the EEOC Ad-
ministrative Judge.  The time spent by employees and their representatives in such meetings and hearing will automatically 
be deemed reasonable.  Both the complainant and the representative are to be granted official time for the duration of such 
meetings or hearings and are in a duty status regardless of their tour of duty.  

Preparation Time:  The EEOC does not envision large amounts of time for preparation purposes.  A reasonable amount 
of official time should be defined in terms of hours (as opposed to days and weeks) and generally should not exceed eight 
(8) hours when preparing for meetings or hearings, well as attendance at these events.  A management official may grant an 
additional amount of time when extraordinary circumstances exists, but has the discretion to determine when the official 
time will be taken based on the needs of the work unit.  

Requesting Official Time (Complainants and Representatives):   Requests for official time are processed in 
generally the same manner as requesting leave.  Requests should be in writing and must contain the following:  (1) the reason 
for requesting official time (e.g., to meet with EEO Counselor or Investigator, attend a meeting with an EEO Counselor or 
Investigator, participate in a meeting or attend a hearing with an EEOC Administrative Judge, (2) how much time is needed, 
and (3) when it will be needed.  Upon receiving a completed request, management will make a determination as to whether 
to grant or deny the request.  If management denies the request for official time, either in whole or in part, management 
must provide the employee a written explanation for the denial and send a copy of the written statement to Office of EEO 
for inclusion in the employee’s EEO file.

If you have any questions determining whether to grant or deny official time, how much time is “reasonable” for a specific 
matter, or for more information on this topic, please contact your Regional Complaints Manager or call 202-648-8760.  

Reasonable Amount Of Official Time For Handling 
EEO Matters
By Snider Page, Chief, Office of Equal Employment Opportunity

EEO Info  
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Major Cases:  From the ATF Weekly Report
Compiled By ATF Executive Secretariat Staff
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Defendant Convicted – Knoxville, 
Tennessee:  
On August 8, 2016, an ATF defendant, a Tennessee State Representative, was convicted of tax fraud after failing to de-
clare more than $300,000 that he made buying and reselling cigarette tax stamps after voting to hike their price.  The 
defendant faces up to 3 years in prison, a fine of up to $250,000, and restitution.  ATF forensic auditors discovered the 
initial evidence in records from a search warrant of a tobacco distributor in Louisville, Kentucky, which detailed the sell-
ing of Tennessee tax stamps by falsifying invoices to make it appear that cigarettes were being sold to a tobacco whole-
saler located in Knoxville, Tennessee.  An ATF Financial Investigative Services Division district manager conducted 
the initial interview, where it was revealed that a State lawmaker was involved in the conspiracy.  The district manager 
documented the scheme through physical records and computer forensics, with the information provided to Knoxville 
field offices of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Internal Revenue Service.  Sentencing has been scheduled for 
November 30, 2016.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Helps Identify Serial Arsonist – Penn 
Hills, Pennsylvania:  
On August 11, 2016, ATF special agents reported that a juvenile serving as a member of the Penn Hill Volunteer Fire 
Department was charged with 10 counts of arson and is currently being held in a juvenile detention center.  From April 11 
to July 12, 2016, 10 suspected arsons occurred in the area of Penn Hills Township.  The initial fires were in trash cans and 
dumpsters.  In July 2016, two separate fires occurred at a local business and an unoccupied/abandoned structure fire.  The 
Allegheny County Fire Marshall’s Office requested ATF’s assistance in conducting interviews of witnesses and respond-
ing firefighters, and in reviewing available security cameras near each fire scene.  Based upon the information obtained, 
three suspects were identified, all current Penn Hills Station 6 Volunteer fire fighters.  The investigation continues.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Defendant Sentenced – Baltimore, 
Maryland:  
On August 12, 2016, an ATF defendant was sentenced to 24 years in Federal prison, followed by 5 years of supervised 
release, after being found guilty of conspiring to participate in a racketeering enterprise in connection with his gang 
activities.  A total of 35 gang members have pled guilty to their roles in the racketeering and/or narcotics distribution 
conspiracies, as well as to other violent crimes.  To date, 28 defendants have been sentenced.  ATF’s investigation of 
violent organizations in the Cherry Hill neighborhood continues.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Responds to Active Shooter Scene – 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana:  
On July 17, 2017, ATF special agents responded to the scene of an active shooting of multiple police officers that left 
three officers dead and three others wounded.  Police officers on the scene returned fire and killed the shooter.  The ATF 
set up a critical incident management response team and activated the virtual command center.  The shooter possessed 
three firearms, which were traced to purchases made in Missouri in 2015.  The investigation continues.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Traces Gun Used to Shoot Police Of-
ficer – Milwaukee, Wisconsin:
On July 17, 2016, ATF reported that a Milwaukee police officer was shot multiple times while sitting in his patrol car after 
taking a domestic violence report from the suspect’s girlfriend.  The officer sustained serious but not life-threatening 
injuries.  The suspect fled the scene and was later found dead in a nearby yard from an apparent self-inflicted gunshot 
wound.  ATF joined the investigation to trace the firearm, which was purchased just outside of Milwaukee.  ATF con-
tacted the initial purchaser and, through the course of the interview, obtained a confession from the purchaser in which 
he admitted to straw purchasing the suspect firearm for his cousin, who was not the shooter.  Special agents and task 
force officers identified and located the cousin and are in the process of interviewing him.  The investigation continues.
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ATF Houston Special Agent Has Another Title Too:
National Hot Dog Eating Champion!
By SA/PIO Nicole Strong, Houston Field Division
“I dabble”. Those are the words heard when Special Agent 
Steven Schuster was asked about his unusual hobby of eat-
ing.  A lot.  Agent Schuster recently graduated from the ATF 
Academy to join the ranks in Houston, but it wasn’t long 
before the secret got out.  His group has now nicknamed 
him “Cupcake” due to his cupcake-eating record.  

When asked how this obsession with eating vast amounts of 
food began, Schuster said, “I have always been able to eat 
a lot.  I stopped growing in the 8th grade after reaching a 
height of 6’5”.  I started competitive eating because friends 
of mine wanted to do a challenge meal (30 inch pizza).  We 
ended up setting the store record for fastest time to finish.”

It was then Schuster realized he had a talent for eating, and 
he said he does it mainly because people are so entertained 
by it and it brings them joy. 

Below are a few of Special Agent Schuster’s recent titles:

• 2015 - Croissants Bakery Cupcake Champion, Myrtle 
Beach, SC

• 2016 - Nathan’s Famous regional qualifier champion, 
Charlotte, NC

• 2016 - 100th anniversary Nathan’s Famous hot dog eat-
ing contest in Coney Island, placed 14th

Check out the link below to see Schuster’s major league 
eating profile. Schuster is currently ranked 23rd in the 

Special Agent Steven “Cupcake” Schuster:

Bottom left:  In the office; and

Below:  engaging in his hobby of competitive eating at the 
Nathan’s Famous 2016 Hot Dog Eating Contest.

(photos courtesy SA Steven Schuster)

world.  http://www.majorleagueeating.com/rankings.
php?action=detail&sn=246
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When packing healthy lunches for your school-age children, remember lunch 
should provide one-third of a child’s daily intake of vitamins, minerals and 
calories.

Packing Nutritious Lunches for Children
By Doug Nelson, LPC, ATF Employee Assistance Program
Business Health Solutions

Happy New (School) Year From Your EAP!

Employees are in a variety of family situations including both adults and children, and your 
EAP can provide information useful for the whole family.  Because many students go back to 
school at the end of August or beginning of November, this month’s article helps parents pack 

nutritious (and tasty) lunches for their kids.  

Over the past decade, Business Health Services has partnered with the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives to provide EAP counseling to ATF agents and other em-
ployees for a variety of personal and professional concerns.  For assistance, by calling 800 
327 2251, you will reach a Care Coordinator at BHS who will match you with a local licensed 
professional to address workplace or personal concerns for up to five visits at NO cost.  This 

is a free and confidential service offered by ATF to support its employees.

continued on page 23

“A good guideline is to have a source of vitamin A, a source 
of the B vitamins and a good source of both vitamin C and 
calcium,” says Debby Demory-Luce, Ph.D., R.D., an in-
structor of pediatrics at Baylor College of Medicine. “Many 
foods rich in these nutrients are also good sources of vita-
min D, iron, protein and carbohydrates.”

Here are the ABCs (and Ds) of packing healthy 
lunches:

• A:  Vitamin A provides vision and skin benefits and 
promote a healthy immune system. Examples of vita-
min A snacks include half-cup of a deep yellow or deep 
orange fruit or vegetable, baby carrots with yogurt dip, 
cubed cantaloupe and diced apricots.

• B: Vitamin B provides benefits for the brain, heart, 
muscles, and nerve cells. Examples of vitamin B snacks 
include meat, cheese or peanut butter sandwiches on 
whole-wheat bread, low-fat cheese with whole-grain 
crackers and pasta salad with cheese and kidney beans. 
Graham crackers, oatmeal raisin cookies and sunflower 
seeds provide B vitamins, protein, carbohydrates and 
iron. Just remember to use these treats in moderation. 
For lunches, try to pack at least two servings of whole 

grains or two slices of wholewheat bread with protein 
every day.

• C: Vitamin C and calcium are also important compo-
nents of a healthy lunch. Vitamin C is found in fruits 
and vegetables. Vitamin C is important for healthy 
bones, teeth, gums and blood vessels. They also help 
the body absorb iron, provide benefits for the brain 
and can aid in wound healing. Examples of vitamin C 
and calcium include fruit salad with citrus fruit, pepper 
strips, veggie pizza with whole-wheat English muffin 
and yogurt with berries.

• D:  Low-fat dairy products also provide protein and vi-
tamin D. This food source of vitamin D is especially 
important for children who may not get enough sun-
shine in winter to produce adequate vitamin D. Vita-
min D is important for building strong bones because it 
helps the body absorb calcium. Examples of vitamin D 
lunches include hard boiled eggs (the egg-yolk contains 
vitamin D), tuna fish on wholewheat bread or whole-
grain crackers and drinks such as milk, soy milk and 
orange juice fortified with vitamin D.
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Pack a Power Lunch: Plan Ahead!

Try some of these healthy lunch tips to keep your kids hap-
py and healthy:

Learn sandwich smarts. Try using different breads such 
as 100% whole-wheat tortilla wraps or pita pockets. Look 
for wraps that are low in saturated fat and made with no 
hydrogenated oils. Swap out cheese and mayo for avocado 
or hummus.

Tortilla Pizzas

Ingredients:

• Whole-wheat tor-
tillas

• Salsa

• Low fat cheddar 
cheese

• Veggies for top-
pings – green pep-
pers, tomatoes, 
scallions, radishes

• Optional: refried 
beans

Directions:

1. Line a tray that 
will fit in toaster 
oven with foil.

2. Put some refried 
beans (optional), 
salsa and cheese 
and toppings on 
tortillas.

3. Bake in oven until 
cheese melts and 
edges of tortillas 
brown.

Peanut Butter Banana Bars

Ingredients:

• 4 medium bananas

• 2 cups old fashioned oats

• 6 tablespoons peanut butter, all-natural

• 1/2 cup walnuts, chopped

• 1/2 cup chips (6 ounce package) of semi-
sweet chocolate chips

• Coconut oil for greasing pan

Directions:

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.

2. Grease a 9x13 inch glass dish. You can use 
fingers to spread unrefined coconut oil all over 
the bottom and sides.

3. Mash the bananas and mix together with oats 
and peanut butter. Because bananas vary in size, 
you may need to adjust the amount of oats. The 
batter should be like a wet cookie dough.

4. Spread the dough evenly in the 9x13 dish.

5. Bake for 18–20 minutes, or until a toothpick 
comes out clean.

6. Cut into bars and enjoy! Store leftovers in 
an airtight container in the refrigerator. You can 
also freeze them and then just thaw in the fridge.

Cheesy Broccoli Bites

Ingredients:

• 2 cups broccoli florets

• 2 large eggs

• 1/2 tsp salt

• 1/2 cup whole-wheat bread 
crumbs

• 1/2 cup Parmesan cheese, fresh 
and grated

• 2 tablespoons olive oil

Directions:

1. Steam broccoli just until fork-
tender.

2. Add broccoli, egg, salt, bread 
crumbs and Parmesan cheese 
to a food processor.

3. Blend just until chopped finely.

4. Using 1 tablespoon at a time, 
form into balls.

5. Heat oil in a skillet. Drop balls 
of broccoli mixture into pan. 
Flatten with a spatula and cook 
until both sides are crispy.

L is for leftovers. Keep things simple by packing some 
leftovers from dinner. Great leftover options include: soup, 
chili, veggie or whole-wheat spaghetti, bean casserole or 
beans and rice.

Dip, dive and dunk. Pack items that can be dipped, such 
as apple and pear slices with yogurt or peanut butter or car-
rot, celery and sweet pepper strips with hummus, fresh salsa 
or homemade bean dip.

Make it a family affair. When your kids help pack their 
lunch, they’re more likely to eat it! Let them choose the 
type of fruit or whole-wheat bread that they want, make a 
list and then go grocery shopping together.

Healthful and Kid-Friendly Lunch Ideas

LUNCHES, from page 22
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June Retirements
Employee Position Location Govt. Service
Adkins, Michael W. Industry Operations Investigator Norfolk Satellite Office 31
Fedorak, Vera A. Criminal Investigator Inspection Branch 31
Hite, Tracy Lynn Deputy Chief, ATF National Academy ATF National Academy 26
Horiye, Gordon H. Criminal Investigator Houston IX Field Office 30
Michael, Darron R. Technical Surveillance Specialist Nashville Field Division 19
Nadeau, George F. Industry Operations Investigator Richmond II (IO) Field Office 32
Parker, Mary T. Investigative Analyst Albany Field Office 31
Reed, Susan A. Budget Analyst (Field) Nashville Field Division 41
Trice, John E. Program Analyst Internet Investigations Center 37
Warren, Neal M. IT Specialist Data Center Services 26
West, Kent O. Criminal Investigator Wilmington Field Office 28

Submitted by Human Resources Division, Benefits and Workforce Flexibilities Branch

Employee Position Location Govt. Service
Cochran, Jeffrey L. Criminal Investigator Inspection Branch 27
Cooper, John R. SAC Louisville Field Division 28
Elder, Robert W. SAC Houston Field Division 28
Everitt, Sonja A. Program Manager Asset Forfeiture & Seized Property Division 26
Harris, Thomas P. Criminal Investigator Tulsa Field Office 27
Kennamer, Dennis C. Criminal Investigator Knoxville Field Office 30
Kimm, Kevin R. Criminal Investigator Baltimore II Field Office 36
Mason, Bevaline B. Program Analyst OSII 30
McCormick Jr, Robert J. Criminal Investigator Basic Training Branch 28
Nadeau, George F. Industry Operations Investigator Richmond II (Industry Operations) Field Office 32
Nosbisch, Robert M. Criminal Investigator Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force Branch 28
Pace, Richard W. Law Enforcement Training Specialist Advanced Explosives Training Branch 11
Placanica, Suzanne S. Government Information Specialist Disclosure Division 32
Riehl, Francis C. ASAC Baltimore Field Division 26
Rivera, Raymond A. Criminal Investigator Waco Satellite Office 21
Secrete, Joseph S. Criminal Investigator Detroit II Field Office 30
Stone, Derek R. Investigative Analyst Roanoke Field Office 12
VanBuskirk, Karla M. Administrative Support Assistant Detroit Field Division 28
Walker, Carl W. SAC Atlanta Field Division 28
Yiu, Kitty SOO New York Field Division 26

July Retirements

ATF is active on social media!  Come visit us! 
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Congratulations, Academy Graduates!
Employee Graduate of First Assignment
Abou-Jaoude, Daniel J. Special Agent Basic Training Atlanta III
Baker, Christopher J. Special Agent Basic Training Columbia
Beasley, Daniel S. Special Agent Basic Training Norfolk
Bell, Ryan M. Special Agent Basic Training Camden

Positions listed are management/supervisory positions only.  Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Br

June Moves
Employee From To
Gonzalez, Arthur R. Program Manager, Field Assistance Br   RAC/GS, Laredo Field Office    
Board Jr., Daniel L. Division Chief, ATF Nat’l Academy   SAC, Baltimore Field Division  
Brady, Kelly D. Division Chief, SA/IOI Staff Division Division Chief, ATF Nat’l Academy  
Yoder, Chad J. Deputy Chief, Leadership And Professional Dev Deputy Chief, NID     
Jackson Jr., West H. Program Manager, Advanced Training Branch    RAC/GS, Springfield Field Office  
Walton, Kyle A. Program Manager, Internal Affairs Div.  ASAC, Columbus Field Division    
Jones, Timothy W. Criminal Investigator, Critical Incident Mgmt Branch Deputy Chief, Special Operations Division   
Meixner, Jeffrey S. Branch Chief, Enforcement Support Branch Branch Chief, Internet Investigations Ctr    
Fragoso, Raymond E. Division Chief, NID    Executive Assistant, Field Operations   
Vitrano, Elias M. Special Agent, New York II  Senior Operations Officer (SOO), New York 
Guay, Brian D. Special Agent, Falls Church II  RAC/GS, Detroit II
Stoltz, John A. RAC/GS, Richmond III Field Office    Special Agent, Inspection Branch   
Ortiz, Jonathan RAC/GS, Detroit II RAC/GS, Detroit I

July Moves
Employee From To
Babcock, Kristina L. Industry Operations Specialist (IOI), N-FOCIS Br Area Supervisor (IOI), Tucson III (IO)   
Chuy, Cynthia E. Program Manager (IOI), Invest Support Br     Area Supervisor (IOI), Falls Church III (IO)
Nosbisch, Robert M. OCDETF Coordinator, Crime Drug Enfrcmnt TF RAC/GS, St. Louis II      
Diaz, Ernesto Program Manager, Undercover Programs Branch ASAC, Charlotte Field Division   
Kaye, Ryan S. Branch Chief, National Coordination Center RAC/GS, Richmond III Field Office    
Devito, John B. Deputy Chief, Firearms Operations Division  ASAC, Washington Field Division  
Brown, Dwight N. RAC/GS, Atlanta III      Branch Chief, Field Assistance Br     
Osborn III, John R. Special Agent, Greensboro I Field Office RAC/GS, Glendale I Field Office
Logwood, Marvin D. Special Agent, Norfolk Field Office   RAC/GS, Nashville V    
Storey, Lisa L. Area Supervisor (IOI), Fairview Hghts II (IO)  Deputy Chief, Ofc Of Public & Govtal Affairs
Schimke, Terry RAC/GS, Ann Arbor Field Office  RAC/GS, Detroit III    
Ross, Thomas B. Special Agent, New Orleans IV Intelligence RAC/GS, Reno Field Office     
King, Carolyn A. Firearms Enforcement Specialist, Industry Pgms Br Area Supervisor (IOI), Jacksonville III (IO)
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Submitted by the ATF National Academy

Employee Graduate of First Assignment
Boller, Jonathan C Special Agent Basic Training Falls Church II
Brasell, Michael L. Special Agent Basic Training Orlando I
Buckley, Meaghan E. Special Agent Basic Training Cheyenne
Catanzano, Ryan A Special Agent Basic Training Long Beach
Davis, Joseph T. Special Agent Basic Training Burlington
Donohoe, Charles P. Special Agent Basic Training Shreveport
Duncan, Andrew W. Special Agent Basic Training Sierra Vista
Estrada, Alexander Special Agent Basic Training McAllen I
Farley, Griffin T. Special Agent Basic Training Hartford
Friend, Robert B. Special Agent Basic Training Cedar Rapids
Gardner, Elizabeth E. Special Agent Basic Training Youngstown
Geanacopoulos, Michael D. Special Agent Basic Training Puerto Rico I
Hendrix, Karen N. Special Agent Basic Training Atlanta VII
Herberger, Rosalie R. Special Agent Basic Training Columbia
Hopkins, Matthew S. Special Agent Basic Training Washington II
Ivone, Nicholas R. Special Agent Basic Training Norfolk
Jordan, Kenneth G. Special Agent Basic Training Greenville
Kaiser, Thomas W. Special Agent Basic Training Ft. Wayne
Kern, Austin M Special Agent Basic Training Stockton
Koeplin, Sally A. Special Agent Basic Training Wilmington
Kurtz, Thomas R. Special Agent Basic Training Greenville
LaTulippe, Kyle A. Special Agent Basic Training Cheyenne
Lerch, Kyle L. Special Agent Basic Training Ft. Wayne
Marable, Quenton K. Special Agent Basic Training Atlanta III
Martinez, Benito C. Special Agent Basic Training New Orleans II
Mason, Bridgette D. Special Agent Basic Training Nashville V
Matheney, Matthew A. Special Agent Basic Training Tyler
McFeely, James C. Special Agent Basic Training Cleveland I
McNees, Sean A. Special Agent Basic Training Charleston, WV
Moore, Wayne D. Special Agent Basic Training Shreveport
O’Quinn, Robin L. Special Agent Basic Training St. Louis I
Parker, Benjamin D. Special Agent Basic Training Baltimore III
Pharr, Jimmie Special Agent Basic Training Toledo
Rees, Brady W. Special Agent Basic Training Detroit II
Smith, Natasha H. Special Agent Basic Training Houston II
Solon, Kyle D. Special Agent Basic Training Helena SO
Sorenson, Anthony G. Special Agent Basic Training Omaha
Velasquez, Lauren M. Special Agent Basic Training El Paso III
Waggoner, Thomas R. Special Agent Basic Training Kansas City I
Wetherington, Jason K. Special Agent Basic Training Tampa I
Wido, Michael J. Special Agent Basic Training Dallas III
Williams, Paul M. Special Agent Basic Training Fort Worth
Worthen, Timothy J. Special Agent Basic Training Ft. Wayne
Worthy, Steve G. Special Agent Basic Training Clarksburg

Academy Graduates, continued
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Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Branch

Employee Position Location
Krupa, Melande Investigative Analyst St. Paul I 
Lunsford, David L. Investigative Analyst Lexington II (IO) 
Olivares, Katie D. Investigative Analyst Lexington
Wright, Ellen S Investigative Analyst Philadelphia Field Division
Priest, Lisa A. Program Analyst National Center For Explosives Training
Middelhoven, Pieter R. Investigative Analyst Boise
Webb, Darryl L. Government Information Specialist Disclosure Division
McHugh, Meredith A Attorney-Adviser Management Division
Johnson, Matthew L. Contract Specialist Assoc Division Chief For Acquisition 
Markos, Mary E. Public Affairs Specialist Office Of Public Affairs
Hayes, Robert D. Program Analyst AFSPD, Field Assistance Branch
Cole, Steven E Investigative Analyst San Francisco Field Division
Gleason, Noneeka Teresa Administrative Support Assistant Seattle Field Division
Andrews, Brian T Program Analyst AFSPD, Nat Firearms And Ammunition Destr
Floyd, Lisa M Program Analyst National Center For Explosives Training

July New Hires, Welcome to ATF!

Employee Position Location
Lucas, Rachel H. Investigative Analyst Cleveland I 
Miller, Sabrina F. Equal Opportunity Assistant Equal Employment Opportunity
Cordes, Daniel R. Contract Specialist Assoc Division Chief For Acquisition
Rector, Mitchell L. Laboratory Program Manager-Firearms Firearms Operations Division
Giraldi, David K. Investigative Analyst Puerto Rico II
Gresham, Stephanie L. Supervisory Budget Analyst/Team Leader Financial Management Division
Sierakowski, Julia R. Investigative Analyst Burlington
Dunn, Kristina L. Accountant Accounting Branch
Minnifield, Vernessa L. Human Resources Specialist (Policy) HR Information Center
Rodarte, Richelle Management and Program Assistant United States Bomb Data Center
Maurer, Allison H. Personnel Research Psychologist Talent Analytics Branch
Carow, Sean W. Technical Surveillance Specialist (TSS) (HQ) Technical Operations Branch
Colburn, Annamaria D. Auditor (Forensic) Financial Investigations - East
Lasso, Kerry Special Agent Chicago IV
Anderson, Nate J. Special Agent El Paso
Long, Kelly S. Senior Operations Officer (SOO) Washington Field Division
Jones, Robert E. Special Agent Charleston

June New Hires, Welcome to ATF!


