
ATF Association Foundation 
 
We take care of our own! It’s not just a song by Bruce Springsteen, it’s something the ATF 
Association (ATFA) thought was important enough to pursue…and it did! With the input of five 
retired ATFA members, and spearheaded by the late Dick Curd, the ATF Association 
Foundation (ATFAF) was incorporated in the State of Iowa on November 14, 2012 and is 
overseen by five members who are the Board of Trustees. 
 
The Articles of Incorporation specifically identify the “Powers and Purposes” of the foundation. 
Most noteworthy and important to all it says… “The corporation is organized exclusively for 
charitable, educational, religious, or scientific purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code. Specifically…it shall be administered and operated exclusively to 
solicit, receive, administer and disburse monies or funds to provide financial assistance to 
members of the ATF Association, Inc., an Iowa corporation (the "ATFA"), and the widows or 
families of deceased members of the ATFA in times of stress, financial difficulty or 
impoverishment; to aid and assist the dependents of deceased law enforcement officers who have 
lost their lives in the enforcement of federal, state and local laws; to provide with the specific 
charter to, financial assistance in the form of scholarships to members of the ATFA and to their 
spouses, children, step-children and grandchildren; and/or, in the sole and absolute discretion of 
the Trustees, for contributions to recognized tax exempt organizations engaged in the relief of 
human suffering or the advancement of science and education.” 
 
In short, that’s a lot of legal mumbo jumbo (and four more pages) for saying your donations to 
the ATFAF are tax deductible and may be used to help out our own. So that you may fully 
understand how and why the ATFAF was established, here is the back story. 
 
In light of recent tragedies to our extended ATF family, especially the devastating loss of Special 
Agent John Capano, the ATFA moved forward to create a foundation with the sole focus to help 
our own in times of need. For many decades businessmen and women in private industry have 
worked behind the scenes to help take care of issues for members of the law enforcement and 
public safety community, and their families, in times of need while asking for nothing in return. 
In cities and towns all across America, groups of concerned citizens, philanthropists, have 
donated funds to help out those who serve their communities when a personal catastrophe or 
sudden illness strikes. These groups go by various names but all of them have the same goal; to 
help out wherever and whenever they can. Several foundations based in New York City have 
been helping out the ATF family for over two decades, but little is said or known about it, or 
them, primarily as a point of privacy and respect for those who they are helping. There are 
numerous current and former ATF employees who were the recipients of grants by the various 
foundations to help them through tough times. Whether supplementing medical bills not covered 
under the FEHBP, to helping purchase specialized vehicles and wheelchairs, to covering the 



costs of hotels and meals when a family has to travel to undergo specialized medical treatments, 
the foundations have always been there. And they still are. 
  
On that fateful day that John was tragically taken from us, several foundation members offered 
their assistance immediately. This heartbreaking incident in NY came right on the heels of 
another one. Just two month earlier, an NYPD Police Officer was shot and killed in the line of 
duty. He left behind four young daughters. The cry of outrage and mourning was heard 
throughout the New York metropolitan area and local newspapers spearheaded fund drives to 
help out the deceased officers daughters. The generosity was overwhelming.  With the NYPD 
tragedy still fresh in New Yorkers minds, one foundation Chairman wanted to seize the moment 
and establish a special fund for the Capano family immediately. After consulting with the 
Special Agent in Charge in NY and others, the Special Agent John Capano Memorial Fund was 
established and publicized. Once again, the generosity of family, friends, neighbors, co-workers 
and strangers was overwhelming. This endeavor would never have been possible without the 
complete cooperation and guidance of the Federal Drug Agent Foundation (FDAF), and its 
Chairman and co-founder Dennis Schnur. All donations to the Capano Memorial fund went 
through the FDAF as it is a recognized IRS charitable organization.   

This was the genesis for the creation of the ATF Association Foundation. After incorporation, 
the ATFAF filed its own 501(c)(3) application with the IRS as a charitable, not-for-profit 
corporation. The application is currently pending and therefore, all donations made to the 
ATFAF continue to be placed into its own separate bank account under the sponsorship of the 
FDAF until IRS approval. As such, we are accepting donations right now. Through some 
individual and corporate donations we have laid the framework to build up a small financial 
reserve. But that’s just a start. To that end, we are seeking everyone’s assistance to help increase 
the treasury while also providing an approved charitable tax deductible donation. 

Right now there are some current or former ATF employees whose family is dealing with a 
desperate struggle to help out a loved one with medical needs not covered by their health 
benefits. Whether for treatments for spouses, children, or even themselves, many may fall into 
this category. The loss of a parent may cause a spouse to wonder how they will get the tuition for 
their children’s education, or how to pay the next mortgage payment, or purchase specialized 
medical equipment.   

These terrible thoughts go through our minds at one time or another and now you can help do 
something about it. You can help your family, your friends, and your current and former co-
workers by making a tax deductible donation to the ATFAF. Please also look into corporate 
donations or matching donations in your area. Thank you letters are sent to all benefactors, not 
only as a receipt for their donation but for their tax files as well. 

For more information about the ATFAF please visit their web site at www.atfafoundation.org 



Donations can be made payable to the ATFA Foundation and may be mailed C/O Joe Green, 4 
Lauren Road, Palisades, NY 10964 or through PayPal to jggreen2680@verizon.net. 


