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On May 11, 2017, ATF employees in the Washington, D.C., area gathered at our 21st Annual ATF Memorial Observance, in re-
membrance of our ATF colleagues lost in the line of duty.

A gentle rain fell, the gray skies in keeping with this solemn day.  Outside at the ATF Memorial, special agents stood post near 
where the names of our fallen agents are engraved in granite, and a wreath of flowers was placed.  Inside and downstairs, in the 
Elizebeth Smith Friedman auditorium, the ATF family gathered.  There were ATF Directors and other leaders, both currently and 
previously serving.  There were also honored guests such as Acting Director David Harlow of the U.S. Marshals Service.  

After an invocation by Monsignor Salvatore Criscuolo, the Marshals Service Pipes and Drums played the well-loved hymn 
Amazing Grace.  In his remarks, Acting Director Thomas Brandon noted an important duality:  death creates heartache that is 
hard to heal; but love creates memories that no one can steal.  Acting Director Brandon also introduced the guest speaker, Deputy 
Attorney General (DAG) Rod Rosenstein.

DAG Rosenstein began his remarks by noting his previous involvement with ATF’s fine work as the U.S. Attorney in Maryland, 
working with the Baltimore Field Division on the murder of 3-year-old McKenzie Elliott.  He praised ATF’s service on the front 
lines, in harm’s way.  He encouraged attendees to maintain their devotion to what is right.  He also wanted employees to know 
that the Department of Justice “has your back” and is committed to helping them succeed.

Then it was time for the 
reading of the names.  Read-
ers had been chosen from 
ATF’s special agent and 
industry operations inves-
tigator populations.  As the 
readers intoned the names of 
those lost in the line of duty, 
their names were displayed 
at the front of the auditori-
um along with the different 
badges they carried.  The list 
stretched from the bloody 
and costly years of Prohibi-
tion to the present, and the 

The Joint Armed Forces 
Color Guard performed the 
presentation and retiring 
of colors at the ceremony.  
(photo courtesy Boyd Craun)
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Inside ATF welcomes your articles, pictures and ideas. 
Please send in your articles via email, written in Micro-
soft Word.  Photos should be submitted as .jpg files, at the 
highest possible resolution.  If you have questions about 
article submission, please contact the editor at jennifer.
budden@atf.gov or at the address below.    

Editor, Inside ATF
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
Executive Secretariat, Mail Stop 5.S-144 
99 New York Ave., N.E. 
Washington, DC 20226

Electronic Distribution of Inside ATF to Retirees

Employees who are retiring soon can still receive Inside ATF 
by signing up at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/
subscribe.html?code=USATF_55

Note: We reserve the right to edit submissions. We cannot 
guarantee the use of all submissions. Original photographs 
and/or artwork will be returned only upon request.
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MEMORIAL, from page 1

most recent addition, that of Special Agent William Sheldon.  

After the Marshals pipe band played “Going Home,” Acting Director Brandon also took the opportunity to read the names 
of the four ATF employees who had died in the past year, and to note the sadness of their absence from our lives.  After the 
playing of Taps, employees could wander out to the courtyard to notice the flowers placed at the Waco memorial as well as 
those at the plaques of remembrance for SA Ariel Rios and K9 Nash.  The entire day offered employees the opportunity to 
remember the service of those gone before us, and to recommit ourselves to continuing it.

Flowers of remembrance were placed 
at the Waco memorial (top left) and 

Ariel Rios remembrance (center 
left) as well as the central Memorial  

(below.)
(photos courtesy Jennifer Budden)

Acting Director Brandon 
(left) and DAG Rosenstein 

(right) shared remarks at the 
memorial observance.
(photos courtesy Boyd 

Craun)

Right:  Bagpipers provided 
music for the memorial observance. 

(photo courtesy Boyd Craun)
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At Blue Mass, Washington-Area Law Enforcement 
Remembers Fallen Colleagues
By Jennifer Budden, Writer-Editor, Executive Secretariat, PGA

On May 2, 2017, public safety personnel gathered at St. 
Patrick Church in Washington, D.C., for the Twenty-Third 
Annual Blue Mass.  The service remembered those lost in 
the line of duty, and honored those serving still.  ATF was 
well-represented:  Acting Director Brandon and other ATF 
leadership were in attendance, and SA Marjorie Noel par-
ticipated in the service as a gift-bearer.

Outside the church, an enormous American flag was sus-
pended between the ladders of two fire trucks, and a mount-
ed unit stood at attention.  The Massed First Responder Pipe 
and Drum Band provided music.  Inside, the dark wood 
pews were full of worshipers.  Attendees in subdued busi-
ness dress sat alongside those in uniform; stars glittered on 
the epaulets of green, navy, or black uniforms.  At the front 

of the sanctuary, amid white lilies and red roses, sat a mar-
ble pedestal.  It held a police officer’s hat and gloves along 
with a single red rose, in quiet embodiment of lives lost. 

The ceremony began with wave after wave of honor guards 
from Federal, State and Local departments.  A homily was 
delivered by His Eminence Donald Cardinal Wuerl, the 
Archbishop of Washington.  Cardinal Wuerl challenged 
attendees to continue working to make our places of real 
peace and true community, while never forgetting the value 
of lives lost.  He also encouraged them not to allow them-
selves to be changed by the violence they witness, and to 
maintain hope for a better world.  

The service continued with the reading of names of those 
from Federal law enforcement agen-
cies, and from State and Local depart-
ments in the Washington area.  As the 
name of each fallen officer was read, 
another officer from the department 
answered “Present,” symbolizing the 
continuity of the law enforcement mis-
sion.  Bagpipe music and the playing 
of Taps concluded the ceremony.  

Left:  The American flag dominated the street 
outside St. Patrick Church.

  (photo courtesy Tara Chipman)

Below left:  ATF was well-represented at the 
ceremony.  L-R:  SA Ross Arends, Chief, Legis-
lative Affairs, PGA; John Wells, Program Man-

ager, Intergovernmental Affairs; SA Thomas 
Brandon, ATF Acting Director; Dean Kueter, 
Chief, Intergovernmental Affairs, PGA; SA 

Chris Shaefer, Assistant Director, PGA. 
 (photo courtesy Tara Chipman)

Below right:  honor guard marches up the aisle 
at the beginning of the service.

  (photo courtesy Jennifer Budden)



5  Inside ATF May 2017

US Marshals Praise ATF For a “JOB WELL DONE” 
By SA/PIO Nicole Strong, Houston Field Division

Director Brandon:

I hope this correspondence finds you well.  I wanted to take this opportunity to commend members of the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) for a “JOB WELL DONE” in locating the murderer of Harris 
County Constable Precinct 3’s Assistant Chief Deputy.  I would especially like to commend Special Agent Gaetano 
“Guy” Beato and Task Force Officer Zach Long, members of the Houston field office, whose assistance was crucial 
in bringing the perpetrator to justice.

On Monday, April 3, 2017, Harris County Constable Precinct 3, Assistant Chief Deputy Clint Greenwood was mur-
dered as he exited his vehicle at the Harris County Courthouse Annex in Baytown, Texas.  Assistant Chief Green-
wood was ambushed and shot two times which resulted in his death.  Assistant Chief Greenwood was a graduate of 
Rice University and the South Texas College of Law.  Prior to his employment at the Constable’s office, Assistant 
Chief Greenwood was a Major at the Harris County Sheriff’s Office where he headed the Internal Affairs Com-
mand.  Prior to that, he served as the head of the Police Integrity Division at the Harris County District Attorney’s 
Office.  Assistant Chief Greenwood had a long history of being beyond reproach and a prosecutor of corrupt law 
enforcement officers.  This ambush style homicide had all the indicators of a revenge murder.  As in any case where 
a law enforcement officer is murdered, numerous law enforcement agencies had come together and had worked 
tirelessly to resolve the case.

Special Agent Beato and TFO Long spent countless hours on this investigation; however, it was Special Agent 
Beato’s excellent analytical skills that led to a major breakthrough that identified the killer of Assistant Chief 
Freenwood.  I was present working side by side with Special Agent Beato as he identified a hate website expressing 
ill feelings towards Assistant Chief Greenwood and other members of law enforcement as well as members of the 
district attorney’s office and judiciary.

Please take time from your busy schedule to commend both Special Agent Beato and Task Force Officer Zack Long 
for some of the most dedicated, relentless, professional law enforcement work I have ever witnessed.  The long 
hours, sacrificed weekends, and hard work, lead to the resolution of the cop killer case.

Sincerely,

Gary Blankinship, United States Marshal, Southern District of “The Great State Of Texas”

SAC Fred Milanowski of ATF’s 
Houston Field Division recently 
received a copy of a letter offer-
ing high praise for work in bring-
ing to justice the killer of a Texas 
law enforcement officer.  SA 
Gaetano (Guy) Beato and Task 
Force Officer Zach Long worked 
tirelessly to find the murderer of 
Harris County Constable Precinct 
3’s Assistant Chief Deputy, Clint 
Greenwood.  In a letter addressed 
to Acting Director Thomas Bran-
don, U.S. Marshal Gary Blankin-
ship praised their expertise and 
their dedication.  "Agent Beato's 
hard work and tenacity really paid 

L-R:  GS Tom Tallas, TFO Zach 
Long, SAC Fred Milanowski, SA 

Guy Beato, GS Ryan Taylor.
(photo courtesy 

SA/PIO Nicole Strong)

off in this case.  Agent Beato un-
derstood the importance of being 
in the midst of the investigation 
every minute to ensure that ATF 
could make a significant contri-
bution.  By doing so, ATF's re-
sources were fully realized.  I am 
personally proud of Guy's work 
and felt it was important to share 
with the rest of the ATF family,” 
said SAC Fred Milanowski.  The 
letter is reproduced below.
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2017 Health And Wellness Fair Offers Knowledge 
For A Healthier Life
By Jennifer Budden, Writer-Editor, Executive Secretariat, PGA

Left:
Employees received in-
formation and giveaways 
from exhibitors.

Below:  An exhibit at the 
Blue Cross booth illus-
trated the fat and sugar 
content in popular fast 
food items.

(photos courtesy Jennifer 
Budden)

On May 4, ATF hosted the 2017 Health and Wellness Fair for its employees.  The event was held in the Atrium at Headquar-
ters.  

A variety of organizations, such as insurance companies, medical offices, and diabetes educators, offered information and 
goodies to employees.  Attendees could participate in health screenings to assess their wellness.  Some employees took ad-
vantage of the 10-minute seated massages offered at the fair, or participated in a challenging exercise class.  

Thanks to Gwen Pittman, ATF’s Health Improvement Plan coordinator, for putting this event together!

ATF is active on social media!  Come visit us! 
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Spartan Project Update:  Testing, Testing, 1...2...3...
By Karen Montgomery, Spartan IOI Program Manager, OSII

ATF’s Milwaukee office sent a photo in support of Adam Brey.
(photo courtesy PIO Ashlee Sherrill)

The Spartan Program Management Division (SPMD) has 
been working on the development of Spartan 1.0 since the 
completion of the Pilot Phase in April 2016. Spartan 1.0 will 
provide the ability to conduct all necessary Industry Op-
erations (IO) functions in Spartan, so that N-Spect can be 
decommissioned. 

SPMD conducted its first Beta test of Spartan on January 
26, 2017. Beta Group members from the field were able to 
log into Spartan, and test providing feedback. Feedback can 
be captured in Spartan and processed by SPMD into catego-
ries such as User Interface (UI), Attachment Issues, Bugs, 
etc., which are then prioritized by Division Chief A.J. Fry 
for the Development Team to work on. 

SPMD then conducted a second Beta test of Spartan with 
the Industry Operations Beta Test Group members on Feb-
ruary 8-9, 2017. Directors of Industry Operations and Area 
Supervisors logged into Spartan and issued Explosive Ap-
plication Inspections. Then Industry Operations Investiga-

tor Testers logged into Spartan and entered data to the point 
of Abandoning the Application. SPMD received approxi-
mately 100 feedback items from the second Beta test and 
implemented changes to Spartan based on the responses. 

SPMD then conducted a third in-person Beta test of Spar-
tan with the Falls Church Industry Operations Office on 
March 16, 2017, and a Skype Beta test of Spartan with the 
Martinsburg Satellite Office on March 20, 2017. The test 
was similar to the second Beta test, however the partici-
pants were not provided with a walkthrough guide nor any 
instructions, in order to determine how intuitive Spartan is. 
SPMD received feedback from the testers and made addi-
tional changes to Spartan.

Future Beta tests are currently being planned to further im-
prove the Spartan user experience. SPMD is grateful to the 
field Beta testers that gave their time and provided valuable 
feedback.  You can contact the SPMD at Spartan5@atf.gov. 

ATF Milwaukee Joins “Adam’s Army”
By PIO Ashlee J. Sherrill, St. Paul Field Division

ATF’s Milwaukee office recently 
joined “Adam’s Army” to sup-
port a little boy battling cancer.  
Adam Brey is a 2 ½ year old boy 
who was diagnosed with Acute 
Myeloid Leukemia.  Adam is 
receiving treatment at the chil-
dren’s unit within Hospital Sis-
ters Health System (HSHS) St. 
Vincent in Green Bay, Wisconsin.  
His family came up with the idea 
of Adam’s Army for people to 
show support for Adam by send-
ing in pictures of themselves.  
The family was missing a photo 
from Milwaukee, so ATF was 
glad to represent the city.  People 
and organizations from all over 
America have sent in images, and 
some people in other countries 
have responded as well.  
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Meet The New Face Of Wellness at ATF:
Muskuda (Musu) Bangura
By Jennifer Budden, Writer-Editor, Executive Secretariat, PGA

Musu Bangura, ATF’s new Wellness Coordinator.
 (photo courtesy Jennifer Budden)

ATF has a new Wellness Coordinator!  Muskuda Bangura, 
nicknamed Musu, has succeeded Katrina Masterson in this 
position dedicated to employee wellness.  Ms. Bangura be-
gan her career in the U.S. Air Force, working on pilot fitness.  
She conducted occupational health screening on Air Force 
pilots and airmen before and after they were deployed, and 
helped identify and address issues they were struggling with 
before their work and family lives were adversely affected.

Her experiences during this period also led her to focus 
on intimate partner violence (IPV) as it affects the work-
place.  Of course employees may be either the aggressors 
or the victims of IPV, and the economic and human cost 
of intimate partner violence is substantial.  To be specific, 
IPV costs over $8.3 billion a year (with contributing factors 
including treatment for rape, physical assault, stalking and 
lost lives) according to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.  Victims experience fear, shame and isolation, 
and employers can play a vital role in supporting them.  Ms. 
Bangura is the author of “The Next Time I Leave,” a book 
about IPV.

She came to ATF in July 2014, and began working in Per-
sonnel Security before becoming Wellness Coordinator in 
April of this year.  As our Wellness Coordinator, Ms. Ban-
gura anticipates focusing on two particular areas:  intimate 
partner violence, and employee/supervisor relations.  She’s 
eager to help create a healthy working environment with 
positive relationships between employees and supervisors, 
and to make sure that both groups know about the resources 
available to them should challenges arise.  

In order to get the word out about support available to 
employees, Ms. Bangura is meeting with new employees 
during their training at FLETC, and visiting field offices.  
She also wants to make sure supervisors know the extent 
of BHS services available to employees, and how to access 
them most easily.  And she’d also like to hear from YOU:  if 
you have ideas or input on areas you’d like to see addressed 
within ATF’s wellness programs, please contact her at 202-
648-8788 or by email at Muskuda.Bangura@atf.gov.  

In Memoriam
John William Holt, 79, of Oxford, Mississippi, passed away on May 3, 2017.  Mr. Holt was a retired ATF 
special agent and owner of H and H Investigations; he began his ATF career in Meridian, Mississippi, in 

the mid-1960s and was also stationed in Natchez, Greenwood and Oxford, Mississippi.

Watson “Cummins” Beaty, 71, of Anniston, Alabama, passed away on April 29, 2017.  Mr. Beaty served as 
an ATF special agent.  
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An Invaluable Gift, Given Quietly:  ATF Agent Do-
nates A Kidney and Saves A Fellow Agent’s Life
By SA/PIO Nicole Strong, Houston Field Division

If it were up to recently retired Special Agent Jeff Brown 
of Jacksonville, Florida, no one would know he came to 
the aid of a fellow Agent. Such is the brotherhood within 
ATF. Heads down, boots to the ground, and with a quiet yet 
determined air, ATF agents across the country do their job 
well, more with less, and always focusing on the worst of 
the worst criminals to remove from the streets.

This job was different. Agents Doug Kunze and Jeff Brown 
have been friends since 1997; Doug was Jeff’s instructor to 
become a Certified Explosives Specialist, or CES. In 1998 
they were again re-acquainted during National Response 
Team (NRT) training. A few years later, their paths crossed 
again, when in 2004, they were both in Iraq on a State De-
partment assignment. Sharing an affinity for learning about 
explosives and how they work, as well as their Christian 
faith, the two became very close.

In 2007, they once again reunited overseas, this time for a 
30 day detail in Iraq. They also worked together on mis-

continued on page 10

sions in Singapore, Thailand, and Bosnia. 

Things started to turn. Born with a kidney condition, Doug 
never gave it much thought, even when, after returning 
from a trip to Botswana, South Africa, with Jeff, unusual 
symptoms of fatigue and swollen legs set in.  Doug went 
to the ATF-sponsored physical, and more doctor visits fol-
lowed. In August 2013, tests concluded Doug was suffering 
from chronic kidney failure. Doug credits the ATF physical 
for bringing awareness to his illness. After serving ATF for 
23 years and 8 months, Doug retired in January 2014. Jeff 
immediately recruited Doug out of retirement, and coaxed 
him into becoming an instructor at FLETC where Jeff was a 
Training Manager. Doug began to teach post-blast instruc-
tion. 

The symptoms persisted, and Doug learned not only had he 
lost 55% of his kidney function, but that it would continue 
at a loss of 8% a year. At 10% function, patients are required 
to get on dialysis. Doug was determined to avoid dialysis, 

after seeing the devastation it caused his 
own father who was on it. 

Doug was put on the kidney transplant list 
in June 2016. 

Teaching at FLETC came to a stop and 
prayer was ramped up. Donor testing began, 
and immediate family and friends were dis-
qualified. Two options remained: dialysis or 
death. Neither appealed to Doug, but he was 
faced with no other options in the foresee-
able future. 

In December 2016, Jeff Brown, after having 
learned of Doug’s near certain fate, asked if 
he could be tested. Jeff was still a working 
agent, and he would have to shoulder all of 
the expenses, as donor laws strictly prohibit 
recipients from covering donor costs. Com-
pletely unfazed by this, Jeff moved forward, 
undergoing heavy screening. When the test 
results came in, Jeff was told he was as close 
to a familial match as they have ever seen. 
Since Doug and Jeff felt like brothers, they 
were not at all surprised.

At the hospital, Jeff Brown and Doug Kunze share a laugh.
(photo courtesy Kunze family)
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TRANSPLANT, from page 9

And so, three days before Jeff was slated 
to retire from ATF on March 31, 2017, he 
underwent a kidney donation for his closest 
friend. The surgery had complications and 
lasted 10 hours, but with wives, family, and 
retired and active Agents Brian Hoback, Al 
Taylor, and Greg Carleton, by their side, 
it was a huge success. Al Taylor even sur-
prised the guys by flying in from out of 
state on his own time and money. Com-
plications from anesthesia led to a 10 day 
hospital stay for Jeff, but he did not bat an 
eye, saying it was a wonderful opportunity 
to live out the Bible’s command of “love 
each other as I have loved you.” While in 
Houston, Margie Kunze was able to sup-
port her husband Doug through the help 
of Nora’s Home, a non-profit organization 
that offers affordable lodging for pre- and 
post-transplant patients and their families, 
in a loving, home-like environment. Mean-
while, Jody Brown also kept vigil by her husband Jeff’s side 
at the hospital.

Despite the good news, reality remained; this was a very 
expensive surgery. Kidney transplants average $360,000. 
As mentioned, Doug was legally prohibited from helping 
Jeff. That’s where the brotherhood of agents past and pres-
ent deepened. Retired SA Brian Hoback joined currently 
serving SAs Dan Heenan and Greg Carleton to open a Go-

Jody and Jeff Brown, with Doug and Margie Kunze
(photo courtesy Kunze family)

FundMe page to try and help offset expenses of Jeff’s test-
ing, travel, and lodging for his family while in Houston. 
Although Jeff felt uncomfortable asking for any money, he 
finally relented, and all of the money needed to offset medi-
cal expenses that were not covered by insurance, were cov-
ered by “the brotherhood”.  

Jeff agreed to tell his story because he feels it is vital to 
bring awareness to organ donation and the lives it saves 

every day. Doug credits 
his family, faith, and the 
ATF physical for saving 
his life.

While reflecting on this 
amazing journey, Doug 
shared that his daugh-
ter Elise never met her 
grandfather, who also 
died of kidney disease. 
In a strange twist of 
fate, the transplant sur-
gery was scheduled on 
Elise’s 27th birthday. In 
deciding whether to re-
schedule the date, Elise 
told her father, “This is 
the best birthday gift you 
could ever give me. Now 
my son Noah will get to 
know his grandpa.”Special Agents Brown and Kunze are pictured with a group of instructors and interpreters in 

Baghdad, Iraq, in 2007.
(photo courtesy Kunze family)
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ATF Houston FD Special Agent Honored for Inter-
national Firearms Trafficking Investigation
By SA/PIO Nicole Strong, Houston Field Division
On May 10, 2017, ASIS International awarded San Antonio 
Special Agent Chris Benavides for his efforts in an interna-
tional firearms trafficking investigation involving both the 
San Antonio and McAllen offices. 

After months of tracking straw purchasers, making under-
cover buys, and conducting surveillance, SA Benavides’ 
investigation led to the indictment of five individuals, the 
seizure of over 50 firearms (to include fully automatic weap-
ons), 2000 rounds of ammunition, and body armor. The de-
fendants, who are currently awaiting trial, were all Army re-
cruiters. These recruiters conducted the illegal transactions 
while on duty and in government vehicles. Even when told 
by the undercover agents that the firearms were destined to 
arm the Mexican cartel, these defendants were not deterred, 
and continued to make the sales. 

The tenacity and joint cooperation led to arrests that will 
sharply impact their community.

Pictured L-R: Damon Hood, Chairman ASIS International 
San Antonio Chapter 092; Jeffrey Addicott, Professor of 
Law and Director, Center for Terrorism Law, St. Mary's 

University; Dave Davis, CPP, ASIS International Chairman 
of the Board; ATF SA Chris Benavides.
(photo courtesy SA/PIO Nicole Strong)

ATF Honors Manassas Park Police Chief
By SSA Ali Berisha
ATF Acting Director Thomas Brandon 
visited the Manassas Park Police Depart-
ment on April 14, 2017, and presented 
Manassas Park Police Department Police 
Chief John C. Evans with a plaque hon-
oring the dedication and support that the 
police department has provided to ATF 
over the years.  Evans has been the Chief 
of the Manassas Park PD for the past 
fifteen years.  Many members of ATF’s 
command staff were also present to sup-
port Chief Evans during the ceremony.

Acting Director Thomas Brandon with 
Manassas Park Police Chief

John C. Evans.
(photo courtesy Carolyn Wallace)
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ATF St. Paul FD Tactical Training
By PIO Ashlee J. L. Sherrill, St. Paul Field Division

Special Agents with ATF St. Paul Field 
Division conduct tactical training in 

Hudson, Wisconsin, on May 16, 2017.  ATF 
agents must regularly conduct tactical 

training to remain proficient in their as-
signed firearms.

(photo courtesy PAS Ashlee J. L. Sherrill,
St. Paul Field Division)



13  Inside ATF May 2017

Here are some sources for help if you need it:

Employee Assistance Program (EAP)        1-800-327-2251       www.bhssolutions.org
ATF employees and their family members can call EAP’s toll free number 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week.  EAP is a free, confidential counseling and referral program for 
ATF employees, loved ones, and family members.

Safe Call Now            1-206-459-3020 or 1-877-230-6060            www.safecallnow.org
Safe Call Now provides public safety employees (including support staff too) and 
their family members nationwide with a simple and confidential way to ask for 
help. Staffed by officers, former law enforcement officers and public safety profes-
sionals, Safe Call Now is a safe place to turn to get help from individuals who un-
derstand the demands of a law enforcement career.

Your Physical Health May Be All In Your Mind:
During Mental Health Awareness Month, Focus On 
How Your Thoughts Affect Your Life
By Musu Bangura, ATF Wellness Coordinator/EAP Manager
The month of May celebrates Mental Health Awareness 
Month, which is the perfect time to remind ATF employees 
about the effects of mental health and how wellness plays 
a key factor in increasing awareness and providing reliable 
resources for well-being.

What are some of the illnesses that impact our mental health? 
There’s depression, bipolar disorder, anxiety, schizophrenia, 
and post-traumatic stress. Many times, a person is not aware 
of their mental health being in jeopardy; even if they are ok, 
there are loved ones and co-workers to always consider. The 
reality is, mental health plays an important role in everyday 
living and can provide either positive or detrimental effects 
to one’s life. Approximately 25% of adults in the U.S. suffer 
from some type of mental illness and it accounts for danger-
ous diseases such as diabetes, heart disease and obesity, ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

While health experts continue to encourage the implemen-
tation of mental health, ATF Wellness continues its part-
nership with Business Health Services to bring employees 
and their families all the necessary resources to not only 
maintain good mental health, but to assist with any profes-
sional or personal issue that can affect you, your work and 
your household. These free resources offer useful solutions 

to establish a holistic approach that is necessary in today’s 
work force. 

For more information, contact BHS at 1-800-327-2251 or 
visit the “My BHS Portal” at www.bhsonline.com, (The 
BHS username is ATF). You can also check out the ATF 
portal for additional EAP services.

Also, remember that your healthcare provider is another 
useful resource regarding your mental health. 

If you have questions about how EAP can be useful for you 
or your family, please do not hesitate to contact us – we are 
here for you!

Musu Bangura, Wellness Coordinator/EAP Manager, 202-
648-8788

Gwen Pittman, Health Improvement Program Coordinator, 
202-648-7477

Peter Killeen, Wellness Counselor, 202-648-7309

Take care of each other, but most importantly, take care of 
YOU!
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Recent Retirements
Employee Position Location Govt. Service
Anderson, Marlene O. Financial Analyst Accounts Payable 37
Arellano, Bernardo Group Supervisor Baltimore III Field Office 33
Atteberry, Thomas G. SAC Phoenix Field Division 25
Bullock, Gaynell Program Analyst Enforcement Support Branch 27
Canup, Paul C. ASAC Tampa Field Division 28
Carver, Larry S. Industry Operations Project Officer Alcohol & Tobacco Enforcement Branch 11
Clark-Johnson, Evelyn Financial Program Specialist Accounting Operations Section 38
Fox, Joseph A. Branch Chief Alcohol & Tobacco Enforcement Branch 16
Jones, Raynard Group Supervisor Chicago III Field Office 27
Kohler, James G. Criminal Investigator Tacoma Satellite Office 26
Mero, Deborah H. Intelligence Research Specialist Chicago V Crime Gun Intelligence Center 35
Miller, John P. Criminal Investigator Flint Field Office 29
Roberts, Wendell B. RAC Fort Worth Field Office 27
Smith, Sherwood D. Industry Operations Investigator St. Paul II (Industry Operations) Field Office 25
Viola, Lisa S. Intelligence Research Specialist Charlotte IV Crime Gun Intelligence FO 36

Submitted by Human Resources Division, Benefits and Workforce Flexibilities Branch

Recent Moves
Employee From To
Booth, David S. ASAC, Denver Field Division  Bureau Deciding Official, Ofc of Director    
McCracken, Brice RAC/GS, Fresno I Field Office  ASAC, San Francisco Field Division  
Ortiz, Jonathan RAC/GS, Detroit I   Division Operations Officer (DOO), Detroit    
Porreca,Christopher D. Branch Chief, Lno Cd Acred Prgms Br  Branch Chief, Arson & Expl Prgms Br  

Positions listed are management/supervisory positions only.  Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Br

Flag Day
In the United States, Flag Day is celebrated on June 14. It commemorates the adoption of the flag of the 
United States, which happened on June 14, 1777, by resolution of the Second Continental Congress. 

The idea of celebrating the “Flag Birthday” (its original title) is believed to have originated in 1885 with 
a schoolteacher in Fredonia, Wisconsin.  In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation that 
officially established June 14 as Flag Day; in August 1949, National Flag Day was established by an Act 
of Congress.  Flag Day is not an official Federal holiday.  

It’s great to display our flag, but it’s also important to do it respectfully.  Did you know there are rules 
about when and how the American flag should be displayed?  You can find them at https://www.usa.gov/
features/usagovs-guide-to-displaying-the-american-flag.
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Congratulations, Academy Graduates!
Employee Graduate of First Assignment
Alonzo, Rachel D. Special Agent Basic Training Albuquerque I
Behnfeldt, Matthew R. Special Agent Basic Training Toledo
Bergagna, Daniel J. Special Agent Basic Training Rockford Satellite Office
Boyer, Nathan R. Special Agent Basic Training St. Paul IV
Brooks, Laejon C. Special Agent Basic Training New York III
Campbell, Thomas R. Special Agent Basic Training Houston I
Donovan, John C. Special Agent Basic Training Washington II
Doukas, Christopher C Special Agent Basic Training St. Paul I
Hipp, Kenneth R. Special Agent Basic Training Boise
Kempton, Nathan M. Special Agent Basic Training Albuquerque I
Kocher, Matthew B. Special Agent Basic Training Clarksburg
Lewis, Duwane D. Special Agent Basic Training Atlanta VII
Messick, John R. Special Agent Basic Training Baltimore VI
Miller, Joseph M. Special Agent Basic Training Omaha
Miller, Timothy D. Special Agent Basic Training Cape Girardeau
Raj, Seemanth V. Special Agent Basic Training Houston IX
Salcido, Kyle E. Special Agent Basic Training Detroit I
Schade, Christie E. Special Agent Basic Training Miami VII
Selent, Scott Special Agent Basic Training Miami VII
Sise, Kyle W. Special Agent Basic Training Detroit II
Walker, Ross R. Special Agent Basic Training Dallas II
White, Elizabeth A. Special Agent Basic Training Memphis
Wickwire, Jonathan L. Special Agent Basic Training Detroit IV
Zavodsky, John R. Special Agent Basic Training Denver I

Employee Position Location
Allred, Clay Edward Fingerprint Specialist Forensic Science Lab - Atlanta
Brundage, Marcus K. Environmental Health and Safety Program Mgr Assoc Division Chief for Logistics
Fanta, Kristin Helene Auditor (Forensic) Financial Investigations - Central
Giacomantonio, Mark C. Special Agent Sacramento I
Graves, Brian M. Special Agent Chicago VII
Murrow, Brandi L. Accountant (Recent Graduate) Accounting Branch
Sherman, Sharlene R. Program Analyst Criminal Intelligence Division

New Hires, Welcome to ATF!

Submitted by the ATF National Academy

Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Branch


