
Ingrained in the culture of ATF, its spe-
cial agents (SA) have an ability to es-
tablish relationships with police officers 
and detectives who ‘get the job done’ in 
their towns, counties and cities.  This was 
most recently proven again at the New 
York State Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation (NYS DEC) Academy 
in Pulaski, NY.  The NYS DEC Police 
are state police officers with the same 
authority as NYS Troopers.  NYS DEC 
Police Officers specialize in the enforce-
ment of environmental law throughout 
the state including New York City and 
Long Island.  In the more rural northern 
part of the state, NYS DEC Police Offi-
cers are part of the law enforcement team 
ATF SAs interact with as part of their in-
vestigative duties.  Recently, ATFs Syra-
cuse Field Office of the New York Field 
Division (NYFD) was contacted by the 
NYS DEC Police about tactical medi-
cal training opportunities.  Specifically, 
the NYS DEC Police is in the process 
of developing a tactical medical training 
program for its 300 uniformed officers 
and investigators.  Because of ATFs recognized Operational Medical Support Program (medic program), the NYS DEC Police 
asked if ATFs tactical medics were available to assist with this project.  

On January 3 and 4, 2017, members of ATF’s medic program presented to the NYS DEC Police instructor cadre an expanded ver-
sion of the Special Agent First Responder (SAFR) Course.  SAFR is a tactical medical course taught by SA medics to ATF SAs 
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Applying Tourniquets Blindfolded:  
ATF Medics Provide Tactical Medical Instructor 
Training to New York Police Officers  
By Senior Special Agent Medic Francis Neeley, New York Field Division
and
Special Agent Medic Joshua Knapp, Operational Medical Support Program Manager

During a sensory deprivation drill, SA Medic Francis Neeley (New York Field Divi-
sion) provides instruction to New York State DEC police officers on

packing a wound with gauze.
(photo courtesy New York State DEC Police)
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and task force officers (TFO).  As part of the presentation, the ATF medics offered their reasons for presenting material in 
the manner shown, pitfalls and best practices learned over the long years of instructing SAs and TFOs, etc.  Not only was the 
NYS DEC Police instructor cadre looking for ideas on how to present tactical medical concepts, most had no prior medical 
training and were learning the skills they will ultimately need to teach to their fellow officers.  Because of this, extended 
skill practice time was afforded to ensure each had a fundamental understanding of each lifesaving skill.  As a final test, the 
NYS DEC Police instructors also participated in a sensory deprivation drill.  During this drill, each instructor had to assess 
his or her ‘patient’ and apply a tourniquet, insert a nasal airway, pack a wound with gauze and apply a pressure bandage, all 
while wearing blacked out goggles.  

At the end of course, all NYS DEC instructors reported thoroughly enjoying the training and felt much was learned.  The 
NYS DEC instructors noted in the post-class discussion they were especially happy with the emphasis on practical knowl-
edge and scenarios.  All involved felt the NYS DEC Police will benefit from having had the opportunity to learn from the 
ATF Medic Program subject matter experts on site.  ATF SAs throughout the NYFD will also benefit from the strengthened 
relationship with NYS DEC Police.    

MEDIC TRAINING, from page 1

Cincinnati Agents Become First Responders
By PIO Suzanne Dabkowski, Columbus Field Division

It was a normal day at the office on January 25, 2017, when 
word came over the police radio reporting shots fired near 
Fountain Square in Cincinnati, Ohio.  The call was for right 
outside the John Weld Peck Federal Building, where ATF’s 
Cincinnati Groups I and II are located.

ATF agents and TFOs immediately grabbed their gear and 
responded to the call.  Just outside the building agents dis-
covered a male victim suffering from five gunshot wounds.  
RAC Frank Occhipinti, TFO Dan Kowalski, and SA Derek 
Graham worked with Cincinnati Police Department officers 
to secure the scene and render aid to the victim.  

Within minutes, the Cincinnati Police Department put out a 
description of the suspect, so SA Chris Wright, TFO Donald 
Scalf, TFO Brett Stratmann, and SA Christopher Nieves re-
sponded and participated in the search.  A few blocks away, 
the suspect was located and the agents and TFOs assisted in 
apprehending him.

The suspect still had a gun matching the caliber of the cas-
ings recovered at the scene.  ATF initiated an urgent trace 
and submitted the casings to NIBIN for analysis.  While the 
investigation is still ongoing, thanks to the quick response 
and cooperation of ATF and the Cincinnati Police Depart-
ment, the suspect was quickly apprehended.

In Memoriam
James Robert Wheeler hired on with the Internal Revenue Service (Treasury Dept) on January 16, 1963, 
eventually to be made into ATF. He started as an agent in Oklahoma City, OK, working moonshine and 
then transferred to Brownsville, Texas, where he retired on January 31, 1983.  He is survived by his wife 

Josephine Wheeler and seven children, among them Retired Senior Special Agent Darby Wheeler.  

Myron “Mike” Nason, who retired from ATF Chicago in the 1980s, passed away on August 3, 2016, at 
Delnor Hospital in Geneva, Illinois.  He was a resident of St. Charles, Illinois.

Ed Gleba passed away unexpectedly on February 10, 2017.  
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This Tuesday, February 28, 2017, marks ATF’s 24th remembrance of Op-
eration Trojan Horse in Waco, Texas, and the losses we suffered that day.  
Every year since, we have honored our fallen:  Special Agents Conway 
LeBleu, Todd McKeehan, Rob Williams, and Steve Willis.  We also honor 
the men and women present that day in 1993, whose persistence in the 
face of grave danger exceeded the highest of expectations.

The qualities that were seen over and over that day live on in our Bureau:  
dedication, courage, initiative, compassion, and most of all, passion for 
our mission to fight violent crime.  While the number of personnel still 
working at ATF who were there that day is winnowing, the events of that 
day and those employees’ bravery and exemplary service remain at the 
forefront of our agency’s memory.  As the sun rises this Tuesday morn-
ing, take a moment to commemorate the ultimate sacrifice of Agents 
LeBleu, McKeehan, Williams and Willis, and remember those who con-
tinue to carry on our critical mission.

Remembering Operation Trojan Horse
Waco, Texas - February 28, 1993

Special Message from the Director

Employee Remembrances at ATF Headquarters
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February 20, 2013, began as a normal day for Gregory Hol-
ley, Jr.  He was at the gym in Illinois completing his work-
out when he received a missed call and a voicemail from his 
father.  His cell phone was in his gym bag.  Greg went home 
to clean up, and later saw his older brother Christopher out-
side knocking on his door.  Chris told Greg that their father 
Gregory Holley, Sr,. had just been shot and killed in Virgin-
ia.  Greg Jr., checking his voicemail, soon found out that the 
missed call and voice mail was not from his father but from 
a local Virginia pastor who had taken possession of Holley 
Sr.’s cell phone to notify family members of his passing.  

Gregory Holley, Sr. was a husband and father of four sons, 
who worked for ATF from 1984 until his retirement in 2005, 
and had held positions as a Group Supervisor (Atlanta, 
Chicago), Program Manager (HQ), Chief (HQ), ASAC 
(Detroit), and SAC (Detroit).  He was walking his dog 
at 9:30PM when he was shot, killed, and robbed by Aric 
Smith.  Smith was in possession of a .45 caliber pistol that 
was stolen five days before the murder.  Greg Sr. was an 
active member in his church and it was heartbreaking, but 
appropriate for a spiritual man (the pastor) to communicate 
directly to Greg Jr. on the evening of his father’s death. 

Greg Jr. served 14 
years in the U.S. Army, 
and it was not immedi-
ately apparent that he 
was going to follow 
his father’s footsteps 
into a career with ATF.  
On December 13, 2016, 
Greg Jr. graduated the 
ATF Special Agent ba-
sic Training (SABT) 
class 1606.  “I picked 
ATF because of my 
father.  I really did 
not have a desire to 
join law enforcement, 
because I was in the 
military, but after my 
father passed, I said 
that I wanted to do 
something to prevent 
what happened to my 
family from happening 
to someone else.  I saw 
how the agency rallied 

A Phone Call To Duty:  Gregory Holley, Jr., Follows 
In His Father’s Footsteps  
By Senior Special Agent Ali Berisha, Public Affairs Division, PGA

around my family and I wanted to be a part of it.”

Greg Jr. shared this type of tragic loss with another member 
of his academy class.  His classmate John M. Capano also 
had experienced pain in losing an ATF father to gun vio-
lence (See Inside ATF January issue).  Together they shared 
their events while exceling throughout the program.  “It was 
actually comforting. I did not know John’s story when I first 
met him.  When I found out about his loss and saw how 
strong and brave he was when he would discuss the inci-
dent, it gave me strength and comfort to know that I wasn’t 
by myself [in] dealing with this kind of event and that some-
thing positive can come from something so tragic.”

When Greg Jr. was asked if he had any other family mem-
bers in law enforcement, he replied, “I’m the only member 
in my family that is in law enforcement.  It’s kind of funny 
because my father was a trail blazer in our family. Before 
him, no one in my family was in law enforcement so I de-
cided to follow in his footsteps and hopefully blaze some 
new trails of my own.”
 
Mr. Holley, Jr. did indeed blaze some new trails as he earned 
the Ariel Rios Memorial Award for Leadership at the acad-

emy.  His classmates 
selected him to re-
ceive the Ariel Rios 
award for leadership.  
He said of this honor:  
“It was a great honor 
to receive this award, 
but the truth of the 
matter is that SABT 
class 1606 pushed me 
and led me to success.  
Each member of the 
class taught me some-
thing, encouraged and 
inspired me to give my 
best.  It was because 
of their strength I was 
able to give 100 per-
cent.”  Special Agent 
Gregory Holley Jr., is 
currently assigned to 
the ATF Chicago Field 
Division. 

Left:  SA Greg Holley, Sr., who inspired his son 
to become an ATF special agent.

Right:  The citation on the award given to new Special Agent
 Greg Holley, Jr., by his Academy classmates.
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Success Story Of The Month
PARTNER: 

Chicago Police Department (CPD)

SUMMARY:

On October 10, 2013, someone killed a drug dealer in Chicago, and investigators submitted 9 mm casings to 
NIBIN.  On April 2, 2014, bullets from the same gun injured another individual in Chicago.  Based on the 
NIBIN connection, witness statements, and other evidence, ATF and CPD arrested two brothers, Toby and 
Kelsey Jones, for the shooting.  On September 11, 2014, ATF investigators used the NIBIN information to elicit 
a confession from an accomplice.  On January 29, 2016, a Federal Court found the brothers guilty. On May 16 
and November 14, 2016, a court sentenced Toby and Kelsey Jones.

CHARGES:  

Jones Brothers: Attempted murder and other charges.

Whitfield: Federal conspiracy charges.

SENTENCE:

Toby Jones: 40 Years in Prison, 6 years supervised release.

Kelsey Jones:  35 Years in Prison.
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Caribbean Blast!  Post-Blast Course Offered in 
Puerto Rico
By SA/PIO Clara S. Himel, Miami Field Division (photos courtesy SA/PIO Himel)
For the first time in ATF history, the Miami Field Di-
vision hosted a Post-Blast Investigation Course in 
Puerto Rico. The course was held the week of January 
30, 2017, at the US Army Base Ft. Buchanan in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico.  Members of the Puerto Rico Police 
Department, the Puerto Rico National Guard, the US 
Coast Guard, US Border Patrol, Transportation Secu-
rity Administration (TSA), US Army-Fort Buchanan 
Police Department, FBI and ATF Agents participated 
in this one week course.  

Students received instruction in explosive identifica-
tion and applications, explosives effects, IED compo-
nent recognition, military and commercial explosives, 
and evidence collection, processing and forensics after 
an explosive incident.   

On the first day of class, students attended a demonstra-
tion that was held at a local rock quarry where different 
types of explosives were detonated.  The students had 
the opportunity to witness the powerful reactions from 
different types of explosives.  Starting with an “atten-
tion shot,” students witnessed a simple shock tube, a 
black powder burn, unconfined smokeless powder, bi-
nary explosives, a cast booster, dynamite, Flex-X, C-4, 
and the crowd favorite “wall of fire.”

Subsequently, instructors detonated cars to conduct a 
post-blast evidence collection and recovery scenario.  
Teams processed the “crime scene,” collected evidence 
and debris, and reconstructed the components together 
in order to figure out what type of bomb was used.  
This type of scenario training teaches the students the 
value of the ATF Team Concept, as utilized by the ATF 
National Response Team.  This scenario-based training 
also prepares the students both mentally and physically 
to help them solve the crime.  

“I think I speak for the other instructors in saying that 
it was an honor to be part of the first ATF Post-Blast 
course offered in Puerto Rico.  The students were en-
thusiastic during the entire week,” said Group Supervi-
sor Kevin Bonikowski.

The Miami Field Division anticipates offering addi-
tional Post-Blast Investigation Courses in the future 
for more of our law enforcement partners on the island.  
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Office of Chief Counsel Hosts Joint Training for 
Agency Counsel (J-TAC) Event at ATF HQ 
By Sophia Kil, Senior Attorney, Office of Chief Counsel

The Office of Chief Counsel hosted the 6th Joint Training 
for Agency Counsel (J-TAC) event at ATF Headquarters on 
December 14, 2016. Attorneys at the 
five law enforcement components of 
the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) 
– ATF, Federal Bureau of Prisons 
(BOP), Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration (DEA), Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), and U.S. Mar-
shals Service (USMS) – participated 
in a one-day seminar on the subject 
of protecting law enforcement infor-
mation.

ATF Chief Counsel Charles Gross 
welcomed over 65 seminar attendees 
to the Ariel Rios Federal Building and 
delivered opening remarks. Deputy 
Director Elizabeth Shapiro and Assis-
tant Branch Director Jacqueline Cole-
man Snead of DOJ’s Federal Pro-
grams Branch, Civil Division, used 
lectures and case studies to provide 
instruction and practical approaches 
to protecting law enforcement infor-
mation in civil discovery and under 
the Freedom of Information Act and 
the Privacy Act, privacy in the age 
of social media, and sharing law en-
forcement information in response to 
Touhy requests. Acting Deputy Direc-
tor Kenneth Harris of DOJ’s Office of 
International Affairs, Criminal Divi-
sion, discussed the protection of per-
sonal information transferred to U.S. 
law enforcement from the European 
Union. In addition, a panel of agen-
cy subject matter experts, including 
ATF’s Associate Chief Counsel (Law 
and Policy) Barry Orlow, shared and 
explored strategies for protecting law 
enforcement information in litigation. 

This seminar was the sixth in a series 
of joint training sessions that have 
been held in the Washington, DC area 
since J-TAC was formed in 2014. J-
TAC strives to provide opportunities 

Above:  Chief Counsel Charles Gross ad-
dressed the interagency group.

(photo courtesy Carolyn Wallace)
Below:  Event poster

(courtesy Peter Lukschander)

Joint Training for Agency Counsel 
(J-TAC) 

ATF         BOP          DEA          FBI          USMS

PROTECTING 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
INFORMATION

December 14, 2016
ATF Headquarters
Washington, DC

for joint training and networking for DOJ law enforcement 
component attorneys, thereby enhancing the effectiveness 

of agency counsel practice, espe-
cially in matters involving our law 
enforcement officers who risk their 
lives every day to protect the public 
and serve our nation. ATF, DEA, FBI 
and USMS have taken turns hosting 
past events, which have focused on a 
variety of topics, including summary 
judgment practice and legal writing 
skills, litigation issues in Bivens law-
suits, deposition skills, and negotia-
tion skills. Planning for the next joint 
training session is currently under-
way.

“ATF’s commitment to communi-
cate and collaborate with our law en-
forcement partners is a fundamental 
component of our Frontline business 
model which extends to my Counsel 
team that possesses a very special-
ized set of skills and abilities which 
we regularly use to make important 
contributions to ATF’s mission,” 
said Chief Counsel Gross. “Training 
together with our sister agencies fa-
cilitates communication and collabo-
ration in support of our respective 
missions with the added benefit of 
enriching the professional develop-
ment and personal growth of partici-
pating attorneys.”

“Our participation in these events also 
reflects the Office of Chief Counsel’s 
commitment to continually develop 
and enhance the legal services we 
provide at ATF,” added ATF Deputy 
Chief Counsel Joel Roessner. “The 
seminars have provided a forum that 
facilitates the open exchange of ideas 
and problem solving among agency 
counsel at the different components 
with positive effects that continue 
well beyond the seminars them-
selves.” 
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AR-15 Type Hidden Compartment
(Safety Bulletin 17-01)
By ATF National Firearms and Ammunition Destruction Branch
When handling firearms, and prior to shipping to NFAD, verify that firearms are unloaded and secured.  If firearms are 
discovered to be loaded, remove the source of ammunition, clear the firearm both physically and visually, and place the 
firearm on safe and secure with a safety tie.  Look for hidden compartments and inspect all magazine tubes by physically 
and visually examining the magazine tube to ensure it is unloaded.  Black powder firearms submitted to the NFAD must be 
empty with no powder or ammunition ball inside of the firearms.  If you have any questions about how to safely unload and 
check a firearm, please contact your Division Firearms Instructor Coordinator or the Firearms Technology and Information 
Services Branch for assistance. 

These photos illustrate the hidden compartment recently found in a firearm 
received at NFAD.

Above:  Firearm as received.
Below:  Firearm with hidden compartment open.

Right:  Closeup of hidden compartment and contents.

(photos courtesy National Firearms and Ammunition Destruction Branch)

ATF is active on social media!  Come visit us! 
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ATFAR News:  Smokey Mountain Rendezvous
April 30-May 7, 2017

ATFAR's 42nd annual convention will be held in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, at the Country 
Cascades Hotel.  This area includes DollyWood, Gatlinburg, Great Smokey Mountains Na-
tional Park, and many more attractions.  A full hospitality room will be available all day ev-
ery day with drinks and snacks.  There are lots of wonderful restaurants and plenty of shop-
ping including the incredible Christmas Place, the largest store in the South.  Golf, shows, 
touring and shopping are available, and it will be a fantastic time for everyone.

Gene Rightmyer, along with his band of Merry Men - Grant McGarity, Russ Alford, Charlie Mercer, and Jack 
Welch will be hosting the event. George Bradley will be bringing cooking apparatus to ensure we have the most 
wonderful food.  He will also do the last night's dinner of Bar-B-Que pork ribs and grilled chicken.   

All ATF retirees and ATF personnel are welcome to attend and participate in any or all of the festivities.  To 
find out more about the area and the hotel, check them out online at http://countrycascades.com.  You will be 
pleasantly surprised at all the exciting things to see and do. For a wonderful time of catching up with friends and 
meeting new ones, please join ATFAR at their annual reunion.  You will be glad you did!  For more information, 
please visit atfar.net.  

Security Officers of the Quarter Named
By Scott Bakka, Chief, Security and Emergency Programs Division

Headquarters
Security Officer Abdo Ali is the Headquarters Security Officer of the Quarter for the period of 
October through December 2016.  Security Officer Ali began his tenure at ATF Headquarters 
in the summer 2016 and has already proven himself one of the most reliable and hardwork-
ing security officers on the force.  Security Officer Ali’s professionalism is noticeable as his 
uniform is always sharp and he is extremely courteous and respectful to all employees and 
visitors.  When on post in the Security Operations Center, his awareness and attention to detail 
has been exemplary.  He is quick to relay critical information ensuring his fellow security of-
ficers are alerted to possible dangers.  Security Officer Ali is the first to volunteer to help his 
fellow officers when emergencies present themselves.  He is the epitome of a team player and 
is deserving of recognition as Security Officer of the Quarter.

National Laboratory Center
Security Officer Emory Stafford is the National Laboratory Center (NLC) Security Officer 
of the Quarter for the period of October through December 2016.  Secu-
rity Officer Stafford has been employed at the NLC for five years and has 
extensive knowledge of the facility.  He consistently maintains the high 
standards set forth by ATF in his professionalism, appearance, and positive 
attitude.  Security Officer Stafford has shown his dedication to his job by 
ensuring his timeliness for each shift and his willingness to work additional 
hours due to call offs or delayed arrivals by other officers.  Security Officer 
Stafford is very reliable and is deserving of recognition as Security Officer 
of the Quarter.

Captain Ian Taitano and Security Officer 
Emory Stafford (photos courtesy SEPD)

Security Officer Abdo Ali

http://countrycascades.com
http://atfar.net
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Newark Field Division Retirement Luncheon for 
SAC George Belsky
By SA/PIO Walter Kudron, Newark Field Division

On January 16, 2017, the ATF Newark Field Division hosted 
a luncheon honoring the retirement and career of Special 
Agent in Charge George P. Belsky at the Field Division 
Headquarters in Woodland Park, New Jersey.  In addition 
to members of the Newark Field Division, many other mili-
tary and law enforcement personnel presented SAC Belsky 
with awards and commendations commemorating his long 
career in law enforcement and the military.

In attendance were many representatives from various Fed-
eral, state and local law enforcement agencies.  These in-
cluded the ATF Assistant Director of Field Operations Mi-
chael Glysteen and ATF Deputy Assistant Director of Field 
Operations East Kenneth Croke, the United States Attorney 
from the District of New Jersey Paul Fishman, 
and representatives from the United Sates Army 
from the US Military Academy at West Point, FBI, 
DEA, US Postal Service, IRS, New Jersey State 
Police, and others. 

SAC Belsky was presented with numerous awards 
and plaques commemorating his many years of 
military and government service from within and 
outside of our agency from many members of law 
enforcement.  

Right:  NFD SAC George P. Belsky
(photo courtesy NFD IA Michelle Savino)

Left, At Lectern:  ATF 
Newark FD Act-
ing Special Agent in 
Charge Scott C. Curley 
(ASAC at the time)

L to R: ATF AD Field 
Operations Michael 
Gleysteen, NFD SAC 
George P. Belsky

(photo courtesy NFD 
IA Michele Savino)

SAC Belsky spoke about his prior experiences as a police-
man and work as a Special Agent for ATF and other agen-
cies.  SAC Belsky also discussed his military career as an 
infantry officer and his attendance and graduation from the 
United States Military Academy at West Point.

The representatives expressed appreciation for SAC Bel-
sky’s leadership of the Newark Field Division during his 
tenure and the important work that ATF performs in New 
Jersey. They also conveyed gratitude for SAC Belsky’s di-
rection in guiding our agency’s interaction with other mem-
bers of the law enforcement community in our mission to 
protect the public and keep the country safe. 
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Major Cases:  From the ATF Weekly Report
Compiled By ATF Executive Secretariat Staff

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Serves Multiple Warrants – Detroit, 
Michigan:  
On February 2, 2017, ATF, working jointly in an investigation with the Drug Enforcement Administration and with 
the support of the Internal Revenue Service, Michigan State Police, Detroit Police Department, and Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections, served 10 Federal search warrants targeting an interstate armed narcotics trafficking organization 
in Detroit.  As a result of the search warrants, 6 firearms, approximately $1.2 million in cash, and 4 luxury vehicles 
were seized.  This investigation continues with Federal indictments anticipated.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Serves Search Warrants – Chalan 
Pago and Hagatna, Guam:  
From January 25-26, 2017, ATF special agents and a senior forensic auditor served three search warrants at the 
residence and associated businesses of a suspect.  The warrant applications included the request to seek evidence 
regarding violations of Federal drug, firearm, money laundering, and conspiracy laws.  The conspiracy was for the 
distribution of methamphetamine coming to Guam from the mainland United States, as well as firearms trafficking, 
drug distribution, and money laundering occurring in Guam.  Since the beginning of the investigation, the following 
items have been seized:  37 firearms, approximately 40 pounds of suspected crystal methamphetamine, 3 vehicles, 
and $1.2 million from bank accounts and safe deposit boxes.  During the search warrants, ATF seized 10 firearms, 
methamphetamine (both in liquid and solid form), drug paraphernalia, 7 luxury vehicles, 2 recreational vehicles, high-
end merchandise items valued over $250,000, and a large quantity of financial and business records.  The suspect was 
taken into custody.  The investigation is ongoing to include family members, associates, businesses, and their assets.  

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Serves Multiple Warrants – Louis-
ville, Kentucky:  
On January 26, 2017, ATF, along with the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Louisville Metro Police Depart-
ment, ended an 8-month joint OCDETF investigation of a Louisville-based armed drug trafficking organization by 
serving 3 Federal search warrants.  ATF took into custody 3 firearms, ammunition, more than 1,000 prescription pills, 
2 vehicles, jewelry, 2 flat screen TVs, a laptop computer, and a stereo surround sound system.  The leader of this drug 
trafficking organization is a former Michigan resident with ties to the Detroit area, as well as an armed career crimi-
nal with a violent criminal history and seven felony drug trafficking convictions.  He, along with other organization 
members, is facing Federal firearms, drug trafficking, and money laundering violations.  This investigation continues.  

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Defendant Pleads Guilty – Spartan-
burg, South Carolina:  
On January 20, 2017, an ATF defendant pled guilty to being a felon in possession of a gun and ammunition.  The 
defendant was charged Federally as part of Operation Real-Time.  ATF is working with the Spartanburg Police De-
partment on this continuing investigation.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Seizes Straw Purchase Guns – Phoe-
nix:  
On January 22, 2017, ATF, working with the Phoenix Police Department, identified multiple people suspected of 
making straw purchases for a person living in Mexico.  During the investigation, five guns and four cell phones were 
seized, with two suspects arrested on state firearms charges.  The investigation continues.   
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Know the Risks Of Compulsive Gambling
By Mark Schubert, Business Development Manager, ATF Employee Assistance Program
Business Health Solutions

Enjoy March Madness...But Stay Sane

Early spring is the time of year for major sporting events, and some people enjoy betting 

on the outcomes.  Gambling is not just for races and sporting events anymore, either:  with 

the popularity of online gambling opportunities and fantasy football, gambling has become 

much more mainstream and widespread. 

For some people, it’s a harmless pastime.  But for others it can cause a host of difficulties, 

financial and relationship among them.  Remember that your EAP can help with variety of 

personal and professional concerns.  If an employee or family member has issues with 

gambling, check out the information below.  If you’d like to access help through your EAP, 

call  800-327-2251 to reach a Care Coordinator at BHS who will match you with a local 

licensed professional.  This is a free and confidential service offered by ATF to support its 

employees.

Gambling odds, as the saying goes, are stacked in favor of 
the house. But that doesn't stop people from trying to beat 
the odds and hit the jackpot. About 85 percent of American 
adults say they have gambled at some point in their lives, 
whether it's at the racetrack, the casino or online. Gambling 
results in hundreds of billions of dollars in annual wagers. 
And for some people, it also results in compulsive gam-
bling, or an urgent need to keep gambling despite the toll it 
exacts on their lives.

People with compulsive gambling lose control of their bet-
ting behavior, often with serious consequences. They're con-
stantly chasing their losses, and they often go to extremes to 
hide their gambling. They may even resort to fraud or theft 
when faced with desperate financial problems.

Rather than being an addiction, compulsive gambling is 
technically classified as an impulse-control disorder — a 
disorder in which you can't resist a temptation or are driven 
to perform an act that's harmful to you or someone else. 
Whatever the label, it's difficult to overcome the powerful 
hook of compulsive gambling without professional treat-
ment.

Compulsive gambling can affect many areas of your life, 
possibly causing:

• Estrangement of family and friends

• Financial problems

• Legal problems, as you may resort to illegal activities 
to fund your addictive behavior

• Workplace problems

• Development of associated problems, such as excessive 
alcohol consumption or drug abuse

If you need more information, please visit the website of 
the National Council on Problem Gambling (NCPG), www.
ncpgambling.org.  NCPG disseminates information about 
problem and pathological (compulsive) gambling, and pro-
motes the development of services for those with the disor-
der.  And if you need help right away, NCPG also operates a 
24-hour hotline that you can call or text at 1-800-522-4700.  

http://www.ncpgambling.org
http://www.ncpgambling.org


14  Inside ATF February 2017

Need help?  Here’s how to get it:

If you or someone you know is thinking about suicide, call:

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline                                                              1-800-273-TALK
TTY: 800-799-4TTY (4998)
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org
The Lifeline is a network of crisis centers committed to suicide prevention and lo-
cated in communities across the country.

Employee Assistance Program (EAP)                                                                1-800-327-2251
www.bhssolutions.org
ATF employees and their family members can call EAP’s toll free number 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week.  EAP is a free, confidential counseling and referral program 
for ATF employees, loved ones, and family members.

Safe Call Now                                                                       1-206-459-3020 or 1-877-230-6060
www.safecallnow.org
Safe Call Now provides public safety employees (including support staff too) and 
their family members nationwide with a simple and confidential way to ask for 
help. Staffed by officers, former law enforcement officers and public safety profes-
sionals, Safe Call Now is a safe place to turn to get help from individuals who un-
derstand the demands of a law enforcement career.

Call 911 if you or someone you know is in immediate danger.

Recent Retirements
Employee Position Location Govt. Service
Banas, Mark A. Industry Operations Investigator Santa Ana II (IO) Field Office 33
Belsky, Jr., George P. SAC Newark Field Division 29
Golder, John J. NRT Supervisor Fire & Arson Investigation Branch 25
Porter, Manuel Criminal Investigator San Antonio III Field Office 24
St. Pierre, Susanne C. Administrative Support Assistant New Orleans Field Division 20

Submitted by Human Resources Division, Benefits and Workforce Flexibilities Branch
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Employee Position Location
Quier Jr., Robert A. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Wilkes-Barre (IO)
DeBiase Jr., Edward A. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Wilkes-Barre (IO)
Mullins, Cassandra J. Special Agent Bowling Green
McClendon, Jason A. Special Agent Richmond I
Giles, Erin N. Investigative Analyst Knoxville
Turner, Raymie J. Special Agent Lubbock I
Daly, Colleen R. Special Agent Baltimore II
Leigh, Anthony W. LE Training Specialist National Center For Explosives Training
Chung, Jim I. Special Agent Washington III
Merriman, Michael W. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Indianapolis II (IO) 
Haich, Jeffrey J. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Falls Church III (IO) 
Anderson, Tina M. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Falls Church III (IO) 
Kissinger, Eric M. Program Analysis Intern Nat Firearms And Ammunition Destr Branch
Murphy, Matthew W. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Milwaukee II (IO) 
Bobich, John E. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Chattanooga (IO) 
Lenhart, Megan M. Investigative Analyst Downers Grove I
Clark, Joshua D. Special Agent Eugene
Addy, Jerry K. Budget Analyst (Field) Nashville Field Division
Kapost, Colette M. Investigative Analyst Chicago II
Macksud, Sargon Special Agent Chicago IV
Nosbisch, Blake R. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Fairview Heights II (IO) 
Dwyer, Samantha M. Investigative Analyst Hartford
Schumacher II, James L. Legal Instruments Examiner (General Investigating) (IO) National Firearms Act Branch
Kennedy, Philip S. Legal Instruments Examiner (General Investigating) National Firearms Act Branch
Garner, Nicole K. Legal Instruments Examiner (General Investigating) F&E Imports Branch
Ennis, Jason L. Legal Instruments Examiner (General Investigating) National Firearms Act Branch
Mays, Patricia A. Legal Instruments Examiner F&E Imports Branch
Bartles, Patricia Legal Instruments Examiner (General Investigating) National Firearms Act Branch
Elkins, Elicia R. Legal Instruments Examiner (General Investigating) National Firearms Act Branch
Capps, Allen J. Legal Instruments Examiner (General Investigating) National Firearms Act Branch

New Hires, Welcome to ATF!

Positions listed are management/supervisory positions only.  Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Br

Employee From To
Black, Adam W. Special Agent, Orlando Field Office   RAC/GS, Charleston Field Office  
Brown, Jeffrey G. Program Manager, Basic Training Branch  Branch Chief, Arson & Expl Prgms Br   
Godsave, Jeremy T. Program Manager, Basic Training Branch  Branch Chief, Violent Crime Prog Br
Hassell Jr., William B. Special Agent, Atlanta IV   Senior Operations Officer (SOO), Atlanta Field Div
Ingargiola, Brian C. RAC/GS, Santa Ana I Field Office  Assistant Country Attache, ATF Monterrey, Mexico   
Porreca, Christopher D. Branch Chief, Basic Training Branch Liaison, Curriculum Dev And Accreditation Pgms Br

January Moves
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Employee Position Location
Zier, Robin G. Executive Assistant to the SAC/DIO Phoenix Field Division
Williams, Jason K. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Las Vegas III (IO) 
Florence, Rashelle L. Special Agent Brownsville
Gardinier, Richard R. Special Agent Syracuse
Van Otterloo, Micah J. Special Agent St Paul IV
Yost, Christine A. Executive Assistant to the SAC/DIO Charlotte Field Division
Thomas Sr., Kenneth L. Fingerprint Specialist Forensic Science Lab - Wash
Butta, Jonathan W. Fire Protection Engineer Fire Research Lab
Mawyer, Kevin E. Investigative Analyst Oakland
Porta, Christopher B. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Kansas City III (IO) 
Kennedy, Diane D. Investigative Analyst Birmingham II (IO)
Gilmore, Alan B. Special Agent Philadelphia I
Godino, Jay E. Special Agent Boston II
Griffin, Ryan P. Special Agent Boston II
Bibbins, Reynard Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Atlanta VIII (IO)
Margosan, Pamela A. Investigative Analyst Fresno I
Atwood, Valerie H. Special Agent Riverside
Nazareno, Joseph M. Special Agent Riverside
Johnson, Sharifa A. Architect Assoc Division Chief For Logistics
Ma, Nathan K. Operations Research Analyst Office Of Strategic Management
Swindle, Ivory T. Human Resources Specialist (Benefits/Worklife) Benefits And Workforce Flexibilities Br
Jabbour, Aaron A. Intelligence Operations Specialist Criminal Intelligence Division
Franklin, Louis Financial Analyst AFSPD, Budgetary Operations Branch
Thompson, Octavia R. Information Technology Specialist Regulatory Systems
Reid-Szalanski, Pamela Budget Analyst Budget Branch
Young, Susan A. HR Specialist (Employee Benefits) Benefits And Workforce Flxibilities Br
Simon-Bush, Talesia A. Human Resources Specialist (Performance Mgmt) Classification And Position Management Br
Boland, Christopher J. Special Agent Reno Field Office
Caron, Joshua S. Special Agent Reno Field Office
Rodriguez, Melissa J. Auditor (Forensic) Financial Investigations - East
Bushley, Raymond P. Investigative Analyst Albany
Martinez, Henry Investigative Analyst Puerto Rico I
Supnick, Samuel F. Special Agent Albuquerque I
Rice III, Charles Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Detroit V (IO)
Sloan, Jason P. Technical Surveillance Specialist (TSS) (Field) Detroit Field Division
Cowart, Tyler S. Special Agent Little Rock
O’Connor, James R. Special Agent Little Rock
King, Kelli M. Program Analyst Terrorist Explsv Device Analytical Ctr
Petaccio, Jason M. Special Agent Ft. Myers
Van Zee, Aaron M Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Denver III (IO)
Rose, Martin J. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Denver III (IO) 
Eichelberger, Rebecca Auditor (Forensic) Financial Investigations - West
Sida, Angel Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) El Paso II (IO) 
Eshleman, Crystal M. Special Agent Miami VIII

January New Hires, continued

Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Branch


