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At 20th Annual Awards Ceremony, The ATF Family 
Celebrates
By Jennifer Budden, Writer-Editor, ATF Executive Secretariat

continued on page 3

Some families gather their members together for yearly reunions, or for significant occasions like weddings and funerals.  On 

August 25, there was a reunion of a family with members too numerous and far-flung to meet all together very often:  our ATF 
family.  The occasion was a happy one:  to celebrate the extraordinary accomplishments of our colleagues, at our 20th Annual 
Awards Ceremony.   

The ceremony began with the presentation of the colors by the Honor Guard of the U.S. Capitol Police, and the national anthem 
sung a cappella by Sergeant David Nelson, also of the U.S. Capitol Police.  Monsignor Salvatore Criscuolo, an ATF chaplain also 
of St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, gave an invocation.  In it, he sought divine blessings on those who serve at ATF, that they be 
able to perform their work with “the patience of Job and the wisdom of Solomon.” 

Director Brandon mentioned that the Awards 
Ceremony was one of his favorite days at ATF, 
because it gives us the chance to appreciate the 
great work done around us.  He expressed his ap-
preciation that not only ATF’s present leadership 
(in the form of the Executive Staff) but also its 
past leadership (former Directors and Executive 
Staff members) had gathered to support us on this 
significant day.  

The keynote speaker was Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Sally Yates, and she praised those receiving 
awards and ATF’s accomplishments within the 
Department of Justice.  DAG Yates called the 
awardees “the best of law enforcement”, and 
noted ATF’s centrality to front-line response to 
many of our nation’s challenges, including the 
“scourge” of gun violence in America’s neigh-
borhoods.  She also expressed her appreciation to 
the family members and friends of the awardees, 

noting that support from families and friends can 
contribute to employees’ successes.  She closed 
by expressing the hope that awardees would share 
with their colleagues the wisdom they’d acquired 
in the course of their achievements, helping us all 
to learn from their experiences.

Special Agents Creighton Brandt and Daniel Durkin were honored for their 
oustanding work on the Chicago Initiative firearms trafficking investigation.  

At the awards ceremony, L-R:  DAG Sally Yates, SA Creighton Brandt, SA 
Daniel Durkin, Deputy Director Thomas Brandon, Associate Deputy Direc-

tor Ron Turk.  (photo courtesy Boyd Craun)
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AWARDS, from page 1

Next came the awards themselves, narrated by Pete Williams, Justice correspondent for NBC News.  The audience listened 
raptly as he told stories of heroism and accomplishment within ATF.  There were a wide variety, in keeping with the variety 
of work performed by ATF employees each day.  Some stories described a particularly extraordinary case; others an act of 
unrelenting dedication, or creative innovation, or selfless heroism.  All of them, though, were extraordinary examples of ATF 
at its best.  Awardees were called to the stage to meet the DAG, Deputy Director, and Associate Deputy Director, and receive 
appropriate remembrances of the occasion.  

At the close of the ceremony, awardees posed for pictures, and attendees took time to connect with colleagues from near and 
far.  Many attendees felt a renewed sense of pride in the accomplishments of our agency, and new inspiration to strive for 
excellence in our own work.

L-R:  DAG Sally Yates and Deputy Director Thomas Brandon addressed the group.  (photos this page courtesy Boyd Craun)

L-R:  The U.S. Capitol Police Honor Guard presented the colors, and the national anthem was sung by Sgt. David Nelson.
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MARCH(ing) Orders:  
Airway and Respiration
By Senior Special Agent Medic Howard Marcus, Chicago Field Division
and 
Special Agent Medic Joshua Knapp, Medic Program Manager

Part three of the article series:
WHAT TO DO FIRST:  Immediate Action And

First Aid After a Traumatic Injury 
from your ATF Medics

This will be the third in a series of articles concerning first aid and immediate action in the event of a traumatic 
injury that ATF Medics will be submitting to Inside ATF.  While of utmost importance to Special Agents (SA’s), 
Explosives Enforcement Officers (EEO’s) and Task Force Officers (TFO’s), the information should be of value 
to all ATF employees.  

In our first two articles, we covered the necessity of getting yourself and any casualties out of harm’s way or 
otherwise neutralizing the threat.  Threat is defined as encountering gunfire or explosives serving a search war-
rant, a malfunction on an explosives range, a fire scene collapse or other hazard.   The mnemonic MARCH and 
MARCH-ing order was also reviewed.  This MARCH(ing) order (Massive bleeding, Airway, Respiration, Circu-
lation, Hypothermia and Head injury) is a useful memory aid for treatment priorities.  Rescuers treat the injuries 
within the MARCH-ing order based on threat level and closeness to the threat (hot zone, warm zone, cold zone).    
Another focus of the first two articles was bleeding control (M and C of the MARCH-ing order) through the use 
of tourniquets, compressed gauze and the H-bandage.   

Once massive bleeding is stopped (M of the MARCH-ing order), the rescuer must manage airway problems (A 
of the MARCH-ing order).  For the purposes of this article, the focus of airway management falls within the 
guidelines of Tactical Combat Casualty Care (TCCC).  There are other options taught via CPR courses, and those  
are beyond the scope of this article.  

When a patient has a closed or obstructed airway, oxygen cannot enter into the lungs and blood stream for use by 
the body.  The rescuer has only minutes to act before irreversible brain damage occurs.  Luckily there are several 
easy options for rescuers to employ to open a patient’s airway.  

1. Head Tilt – Chin Lift: this is the classic maneuver taught in CPR class.  With the patient on his/her back, 
the rescuer tilts the forehead back and pulls the chin up effectively opening the airway.  The obstruction (tongue) 
is moved away from the trachea by this maneuver.  When unconscious, the tongue relaxes and falls back block-
ing the trachea.  Because of this, the tongue is the most common cause of an obstruction of the airway.  The 
downside to this maneuver is a rescuer is now dedicated to maintaining this head tilt – chin lift.  He/she is unable 
to address other injuries or issues without risking the tongue falling back across the trachea.  

2. Recovery Position: If a rescuer has other injuries or issues to address or multiple patients to assess, the 

continued on page 5
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recovery position is an excellent option.  The rescuer positions the patient’s legs and arms while moving same 
onto his/her side.  The positioning of the arms and legs keeps the patient on their side while also holding their head 
in a down-
ward position.  
Through grav-
ity, the tongue 

falls away 

from the tra-
chea prevent-
ing obstruc-
tion.  If the 
patient vomits 
or has other 

s e c r e t i o n s 

coming from 

the mouth, gravity helps drain them away from the trachea.  Because this position keeps the patient in place 
without additional holding, the rescuer can continue to treat other injuries or other patients without worry about 
further airway issues.  (see diagram above)  

3. Nasal Pharyngeal Airway (NPA): the NPA is a soft tube and is included within the ATF GSW Medical 
Kit.  It is more invasive than either of the previously mentioned techniques.  Although simple in construction 
and use, it is very effective in maintaining an open airway.  (see photo at right)  The NPA is meant for uncon-
scious patients only with no trauma to the areas of 
the eyes, nose and/or mouth.  If the rescuer sees a 
traumatic injury in the facial areas, the NPA is not to 
be used.  To insert the NPA, follow these steps:

a. The rescuer should position him/herself at 
the head of the patient.

b. If able, lubricate the NPA by dipping it into 
the patient’s mouth.  Saliva is an excellent lubricant.  
Assuming the rescuer cannot see any obvious ob-
structions, attempt to insert the NPA into the patient’s 
right nostril.  Anatomically, the right nostril on aver-
age is slightly larger than left.  

c. When inserting the NPA, be sure the bevel 
(slanted portion) is toward the center of the nose (sep-
tum).  (Photo 3) Angle the NPA toward the floor/back 
of head as the nostrils go straight back rather than 

upward.  Push through the mild resistance and stop 
when the flared portion of the NPA rests on the nos-
tril.  If you encounter major resistance, remove and 
attempt to insert using the left nostril.  

d. When placed properly, the NPA tip lies be-
yond the tongue.  In this way, the NPA maintains an 
open channel for air to travel between the trachea and 

MARCH, from page 4

continued on page 6

The recovery position keeps the patient in place and helps avoid airway obstruction.

The NPA tube (L, in package; and R, in use)
maintains an open airway for an unconscious patient.
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outside even when patient is lying on back.  In other words, the NPA keeps the tongue from obstructing the tra-
chea.  

With the airway secured, the rescuer moves to address respiratory issues (R of the MARCH-ing order).  As stated 
above, there are many techniques and options taught in CPR courses dealing with respiratory issues.  This article 
focuses on TCCC interventions only.  

In the R section of the TCCC medical model, the rescuer focuses only on sealing new holes that have been 
opened via trauma between the jaw and belt.  The reason for this has to do with mechanisms the human body uses 
to breathe.  Our chest cavities are sealed.  Through the use of muscles in the chest and abdomen, the air pressure 
within our chest cavity is manipulated to complete the cycle of breathing.  Any puncture (new hole) within this 
sealed system disrupts the ability of the body to manipulate chest cavity air pressure.  This results in a diminished 
ability to breathe.  The longer this disruption persists, the greater difficulty a patient has breathing.  Ultimately, 
a lung collapses and blood flow is impeded to the heart.  Death will result if not corrected.  

After a traumatic injury, the rescuer (when in R of the MARCH-ing order) must thoroughly assess a patient for 
any penetrating wounds between the jaw and belt.  Depending on the depth, these penetrating wounds can extend 
into the chest cavity thereby disrupting the air pressure mechanisms described earlier.  In the case of gunshot 
wounds, the trajectory of a bullet after it enters a body can be very unpredictable.  Because of this, a rescuer 

should assume any penetrating wound (gunshot, stabbing, etc.) be-
tween the jaw and belt (front, side or back) has penetrated the chest 
cavity.  The rescuer should treat these wounds with any material 
that doesn’t allow air to pass through (any kind of plastic material, 
aluminum foil, etc.).  The ATF GSW Medical Kit contains the Sam 
Chest Seal.  This package has two (2) chest seals.  (see photos at 
left)  To apply any chest seal, follow these steps.  

1. Using gauze, 
bandage or other 

material, wipe the 
area (if able) around 
the wound of any 

blood or other de-
bris.

2. Place the chest 
seal onto the wound 

and ensure the adhe-
sive sticks firmly.  If 
using an improvised 
chest seal, use duct 

tape or other similar 
sticky tape to secure 
firmly to the skin.  

3. When EMS ar-
rives, be sure to in-
form them of your 

chest seal(s) appli-
cation.  

MARCH, from page 5

Chest seals (L, in package; and R, ready to 
use) keep air from entering the chest cavity.

continued on page 7
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ATF Task Force Street Terror Offender Program 
(STOP) North Receives the FLEOA Foundation’s 
Investigative Excellence Award for 2016
By Tara Chipman, Executive Secretariat, PGA
Between October 2014 and April 2015, ATF Miami HID-
TA STOP North and the Broward County Sheriff’s Office 
(BSO) arrested 15 violent home invaders as the result of 
four undercover robbery investigations.  Nationwide, there 
were 7 successful undercover robbery investigations during 
fiscal year 2015 by ATF and our law enforcement partners.  

Four – that’s over half of these investigations – were con-
ducted by ATF Miami HIDTA STOP North.  Their hard 
work and dedication earned them Federal Law Enforcement 
Officers Association (FLEOA) Foundation’s Investigative 
Excellence Award for 2016.  Resident Agent in Charge 
Robert Cekada; Special Agent (SA) Michael Connors; SA 
Pamela Bradley; SA Adrian Halley; SA Jeffrey Reynoso, 
and Investigative Analyst Steven Schiff, received the award 
which was presented at a banquet in Ft. Lauderdale on Sep-
tember 1, 2016.  

Under the leadership of RAC Rob Cekada, investigations 
would center on the robbery crew leader and his co-con-
spirators, identifying targets and assessing their capability 
or willingness to carry out an armed robbery of narcotics 

stash houses.  Once the crew’s identity and ability were con-
firmed, they were told of a drug stash house operated by 
armed narcotics traffickers.  Each time, the robbery crews 

affirmed their willingness to conduct the robbery and kill 

the armed guards.  

The four investigations and subsequent arrests went like 
clockwork and over time, the Special Response Team ar-
rested 15 defendants, some of whom were previously con-
victed felons.  In each case, along with home-invasion-
related paraphernalia, including ski masks, bullet-resistant 
vests, handcuffs, heavy-duty zip ties, and leg shackles, 
post-arrest searches yielded numerous firearms.  Several 
pistols were recovered, as were four AK-47-style rifles, one 
of which was equipped with a 100-round drum magazine!  

The group was also made aware of a NIBIN hit on one of 
the AK-47 rifles recovered January 7, 2015.  The NIBIN hit 
came back to a homicide that occurred October 23, 2014:  
a group of teenage boys standing in front of a Miami resi-
dence were shot at from the window of an SUV that had 
pulled up in front of them.  Two of the boys were shot with 
an AK-47-style rifle.  One of the boys, a 17-year-old, was 
killed; the second victim survived.  Sentencing is pending 
for the defendants, with 2 of the 15 qualified for sentencing 
enhancements under 18 USC 924 (e).

Congratulations to task force members of the Street Terror 
Offender Program (STOP) North!

So, by way of review; address massive bleeding via tourniquets, wound packing, gauze and H-bandage (M).  In 
an unconscious patient, ensure the airway is open by using the head tilt – chin lift maneuver, the recovery posi-
tion maneuver or by placing an NPA (A).  Once the airway is open, asses the patient for any penetrating wounds 
between the jaw and belt.  If any are found, seal these wounds with the chest seal from your ATF GSW Medical 
Kit or other improvised seal.  Ensure the adhesive has the chest seal securely in place with no air movement 
through or around the seal to the penetrating wound (R).  

Please contact your division’s medics if you wish to practice any of these techniques or have other questions with 
which they can assist.  You can also contact Senior Special Agent Medic Howard Marcus at howard.marcus@atf.
gov or Medic Program Manager Josh Knapp at joshua.knapp@atf.gov with any questions or if you have ideas 
for other articles from a medic that would be of value to the field.  Stay safe and rest assured, we will be going 
through the rest of MARCH in future installments.  

MARCH, from page 6
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ATF Agents Help Locals Keep Order After Tornado
By PIO Suzanne Dabkowski, Columbus Field Division
On August 24, 2016, a series of tornadoes ripped through the Midwest, 
including eight that hit the state of Indiana.   The town of Kokomo was 
among the most hard hit areas in the path of the storm.  Five tornadoes 
hit the town with over 1,000 buildings damaged, including 81 destroyed.  
Fortunately, no one was injured.

The incident drew national attention, but it struck even closer to home 
for SA Launa Hunt of Indianapolis Group I.  SA Hunt is a former Ko-
komo Police Department Officer, who was working there three years 
ago when a similar string of storms hit the town.  She realized that an 
emergency incident like this would strain the town’s resources.

SA Hunt called the Kokomo PD and asked if ATF could provide any as-
sistance.  As a result of her offer, fourteen agents and task force officers 

from Indianapolis Groups I and III drove to Kokomo and worked through 
Wednesday night and into Thursday morning, until additional resources 
could be brought in from different agencies around the state.  ATF agents 
worked perimeter security at a large damaged apartment complex, which 
covered several square blocks, performed damage assessments, patrolled 
the damaged areas, and provided community assistance as needed.   With 
ATF working in this supporting role, our local partners were able to con-
centrate on their response to the unfolding emergency.

This incident is just another example of ATF partnering with our fellow 
law enforcement agencies to protect the public and serve our nation.

Acting Group Supervisor Dan Shirley took this 
picture of a tornado that went through central 

Indiana while the agents from Indianapolis were 
responding to Kokomo.  The agents pulled off the 

road until the tornado passed. 

Keeping Us Safe:  Security Officer of the Quarter 
By Scott Bakka
Mr. Clement Mills has been employed as an ATF Se-
curity Officer since October 2015.  During this time, 
Officer Mills has proven time and time again to be 
a reliable and trustworthy individual who displays 
positive characteristics of a security officer who per-
forms at a high caliber.  Officer Mills can be counted 
on to volunteer for additional shifts when needed.  
In addition, his ability to operate the Security Op-
erations Center has enhanced the safety of everyone 
at ATF Headquarters.  During a shift in May of this 
year, Officer Mills received a call that a contractor 
working in the garage had fallen ill from inhaling 

toxic fumes.  He immediately made the required no-
tifications.  His quick thinking and reactions aided 
in ensuring that the emergency medical unit arrived 
quickly on scene to treat the individual for serious 
injuries.  This incident and his overall performance 
as a security officer have made Officer Mills the re-
cipient of Security Officer of the quarter.

L-R:  Scott Bakka, Chief, SEPD; Melvin King, AD OPRSO; Michael 
Bucher, Director of Operations, Alutiiq; Clement Mills, Security Of-

ficer; Dave Skrzecz, Program Manager, Alutiiq; Daryl McCrary, DAD 
OPRSO.
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Success Story Of The Month
PARTNER: 

D.C. Metropolitan Police Department (MPD)

SUMMARY:

On June 24, 2016, the MPD arrested a suspect for the following firearm related crimes:

• On January 9, 2016, someone shot four people during an exchange of gunfire after a large group exited a 
basketball game at a local high school.  Investigators could not identify any suspects at the scene.

• On March 8, 2016, the local police Gun Recovery Unit arrested a suspect for carrying a .40 caliber Glock 
22 semi- automatic handgun with an extended magazine without a license.  He was arrested and charged 
with carrying a pistol without a license.

On March 16, 2016, the ATF Washington/Baltimore Crime Gun Intelligence Center notified MPD that the 
National Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN) had produced a lead:  .40 caliber cartridge cas-
ings recovered on January 9th matched casings test-fired in the suspects’ Glock.  Armed with this information, 
investigators re-interviewed a witness who identified the suspect as one of the individuals involved in the 
shooting.  After confirming the lead as a NIBIN hit via direct microscopic comparison, MPD obtained an arrest 
warrant for the suspect in question for the offense of assault with a dangerous weapon.

The firearm was purchased as part of a multiple sale in Georgia.  NIBIN has linked a second firearm also 
purchased during that transaction to a D.C. shooting in April 2016.  The purchaser is the target of an ongoing 
ATF investigation.

The success of this arrest was due to joint investigative efforts by the agencies listed above, along with ATF, 
the Department of Forensic Sciences, and the United States Attorney’s Office.
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Seminars Educate Ohio FFLs On Regulations
By PIO Suzanne Dabkowski, Columbus Field Division
During the week of August 15th, the Columbus Field 
Division held a series of Federal Firearms Licensee 
seminars designed to ensure licensees were up to date 
on the latest regulatory changes that affect their busi-
nesses.  Seminars were held in Youngstown, Ohio on 

August 16, 2016, Liberty Township, Ohio on August 
17, 2016, and Indianapolis, Indiana on August 18, 2016.

DIO Judyth LeDoux welcomed the licensees at each 
seminar stating, “I appreciate your taking the time to 
attend this seminar,” stated DIO LeDoux.  “Your will-
ingness to take time away from your business demon-
strates your commitment to public safety.  ATF shares 
that commitment with you and will continue to work 

with you toward that end.”

In order to ensure the most accurate and timely in-
formation was provided to licensees, subject matter 
experts were brought in to make several of the pre-
sentations.  Diana Davisson, of FBI NICS, spoke on 
all three days concerning the new NICS system, as 
well as answering any questions that licensees had 
about how NICS operates.  Ernie Lintner, ATF NICS 
Liaison, also spoke each day concerning the NICS 
system and ATF’s role in the process.  Rob Howard, 
NFA Specialist, spoke to all three sessions concerning the 
recent changes in the NFA process and implementation of 
41F.  Additionally, Scott Braum, Attorney at Law, spoke to 
all of the groups, both as an attorney specializing in fire-
arms cases and a licensee himself, about the importance of 
compliance.

Each session also had a segment devoted to issues of local 
interest.  In Youngstown, Senior IOI Heidi Mozzy spoke 
about Ohio Concealed Handgun Licenses as a valid ex-
emption to NICS checks, as well as a general regulatory 
information review and RAC Robert Miller spoke to the li-
censees about safety and security measures, as well as con-
tacting criminal enforcement in the event of a break-in or 
attempted break-in.  

At the Liberty Township seminar, Jonathan Fulkerson, Dep-
uty Chief Counsel in the Office of the Ohio Attorney Gen-
eral spoke about Ohio Concealed Handgun Licenses as an 
exemption to NICS checks, SA Christopher Nieves spoke 
to licensees about safety and security measures in the local 

L-R:  Scott Braum, Esq.; ATF Senior IOI Heidi Mozzy; Diana 
Davisson, FBI NICS; ATF DIO Judyth LeDoux; Rob Howard, NFA 

Branch; Ernie Lintner, ATF NICS.
  (photo courtesy PIO Suzanne Dabkowski) 

area, and IOI Sherrie Sexton presented regulatory informa-
tion for ATF. 

At the Indianapolis seminar, LT Michael Rogers, Com-
mander of the Firearms Licensing Unit for the Indiana State 
Police, and Debbi Self, of the Firearms Licensing Unit for 
the Indiana State Police both spoke about Indiana’s firearms 
licensing laws.  IOI Lisa Laughlin reviewed ATF regula-
tions, including the completion of required forms and re-
cords.  In addition, the Acting Special Agent in Charge wel-
comed the attendees and Group Supervisor Patrick Hand 
spoke to the Indiana licensees about safety and security 
procedures.

Approximately 430 licensees and employees attended the 
three seminars.  The speakers were well received, and 
feedback from the attendees at the time of the seminar was 

overwhelmingly positive.  These seminars are yet another 
example of ATF partnering with the regulated industries to 
encourage compliance with federal firearms laws and regu-
lations.

ATF is active on social media!  Come visit us! ATF is active on social media!  Come visit us! 
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Major Cases:  From the ATF Weekly Report
Compiled By ATF Executive Secretariat Staff
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Revokes Federal Firearms License – 
Fort Myers, Florida:
On September 15, 2016, ATF reported the revocation of a Federal firearms license. The licensee falsified required re-
cords, transferred firearms to unlicensed persons without conducting a NICS background check, failed to maintain an 
acquisition and distribution book, and failed to record required information relating to the firearms transferred.  The 
licensee received an ATF Form 4500 (5300.4), Notice to Revoke or Suspend License and/or Impose a Civil Fine, on July 
6, 2016, but did not submit a timely request for a hearing, and received the final notice on August 1, 2016.  

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Defendant Sentenced – Savannah, 
Georgia:  
On September 20, 2016, an ATF defendant, the leader of a violent street gang, was sentenced to 22 years in prison after 
previously pleading guilty to possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking offense and drug conspiracy.  This defen-
dant is the last of five defendants from the gang to be sentenced as a result of this ATF investigation.  

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Multiagency Operation Targets Vio-
lent Gang – Des Moines, Iowa:
On September 1, 2016, ATF, working with the Iowa Department of Narcotics Enforcement and the Internal Revenue 
Service, conducted a large scale search and arrest operation as the result of an investigation into armed drug trafficking 
in three States.  Law enforcement officials served 25 search warrants and 12 arrest warrants in Des Moines, Iowa; Colo-
rado Springs, Colorado; and Los Angeles, California.  This ATF-led investigation focused on members of a violent drug 
trafficking organization that had recently been found in possession of pistols, sawed off shotguns, and AR-15 style rifles 
while engaged in narcotics trafficking.  The investigation also uncovered their involvement in armed home invasions.  
Investigators linked the organization to a murder that occurred on August 7, 2016, as well as a gang related shooting.  
Taken into custody as a result of the operation were 13 firearms, including stolen and National Firearms Act weapons; 11 
pounds of methamphetamine; 278 pounds of marijuana; several vehicles; and approximately $80,000, which is in addi-
tion to firearms and narcotics purchased or seized previously.  Additionally, 20 individuals were taken into custody on a 
variety of Federal firearm, narcotics, and money laundering charges.  The investigation continues.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Arrests Cold Case Murder Suspect – 
Gary, Indiana:
On September 2, 2016, ATF served an arrest warrant on a person suspected of murdering a Hammond Police Department 
officer in November 1980.  An ATF special agent developed information on the suspect from a confidential informant 
and presented the information to the Hammond Police Department, which then provided access to the case and permis-
sion to work it independently.  ATF special agents began working the case with the assistance of the Northwest Indiana 
Major Crimes Task Force.  Three suspects were developed.  A person currently incarcerated on other charges will also 
be charged in the officer’s murder.  The investigation continues.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Examines Evidence from Officer 
Shooting Death – Alamogordo, New Mexico:
On September 2, 2016, ATF reported on the shooting death of a police officer.  Two Alamogordo Police Department 
officers prepared to arrest a person who had active warrants.  As the officers approached the suspect, he ran into an al-
ley, drew a firearm, and fired at them.  One officer was struck and fatally wounded.  The other officer returned fire and 
killed the suspect.  The suspect’s recovered weapon was a Ruger 357 revolver with an obliterated serial number.  Another 
person was later arrested after threats were made over social media toward law enforcement officers in relation to this 
incident.  This suspect is on probation and had a probation revocation warrant.  In one of the threats, the suspect made 
reference to an AR-15.  A probation officer went the suspect’s house, which led to the discovery of a Rock River Arms 
AR-15. The revolver is now in ATF custody and the ATF Forensic Science Laboratory in San Francisco will attempt to 
restore the serial number.  The investigation continues.  
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Reprinted with permission from the Australian Broadcasting Company 
     www.abc.net.au

Reprinted with permission from the Australian Broadcasting Company
www.abc.net.au

Police seize 300 guns and weapon parts linked to 
US crime syndicate
By Helen Brown, Australian Broadcasting Company
Police in Victoria and New South Wales have seized 300 
weapons and gun parts in a haul they say has cracked down 
on a major crime syndicate importing weapons from the 
United States. 

The international operation has led to firearms charges be-
ing laid against two men.

Police said there might be further arrests as their investiga-
tions continue.

The joint federal, state and international operation was 
sparked 15 months ago in Victoria when a military-style as-
sault rifle was used in an armed robbery on a fast-food out-
let in Melbourne's western suburbs. 

Victoria's Assistant Police Commissioner Stephen Fontana 
said that started a bigger investigation which successfully 
prevented a large consignment of weapons entering the 
country.

It also identified earlier shipments which included 11 assault 
rifles, known as AR-15s.

"The issue we have at the moment is that a previous con-
signment of 11 assault rifles ... were brought into the coun-
try," Assistant Commissioner Fontana said. 

"We've recovered four of those, we're still looking for seven 
of those.

“They’ve been used in armed robberies, they’ve been used 
in drive-by shootings and a whole range of other offences.”

At a joint media conference in Melbourne, police said the 
crime syndicate was Australia-based and was bringing in 
the weapons from the US to sell on.

Police also alleged that one of the guns seized was from a 
registered gun dealer.

“It is a lucrative market out there and this is what we are try-
ing to get on top of,” Assistant Commissioner Fontana said.

Police used 12 search warrants, eight in Victoria and four in 
New South Wales.

They have charged a 63-year-old man from Koraleigh in 
NSW with two firearm offences, and a 44-year-old man 
from Whittington in Victoria with one firearm offence.

Australian Federal Police Assistant Commissioner Ian Mc-
Cartney said the syndicate used sophisticated methods to 
smuggle in the guns and parts, which it will be alleged in-
cluded the use of a false bottom concealed in a container.

“As we speak there’s still overt action in the United States 
and we’re engaging with our partners in relation to that,” 
Assistant Commissioner McCartney said. 

The latest haul also included handguns and firearm parts.

Federal Justice Minister Michael Keenan said new laws in-
troduced last year closed an important loophole in offences 
covering weapon parts.

“When Parliament sits next week, I will introduce legisla-
tion to strengthen the penalties for those found guilty of 
trafficking illegal firearms,” he said.

“This legalisation will implement the Government’s com-
mitment to reintroduce a mandatory minimum sentence for 

firearms trafficking and increase the maximum sentence to 
20 years’ imprisonment, which is double the current pen-
alty,” he said. 

The Federal Government has allocated $116 million to a na-
tional anti-gang squad as part of a coordinated program to 
detect and undermine criminal activity. 

http://www.abc.net.au
http://www.abc.net.au
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Over the summer, there was a flurry of activity in the Sen-
ate on the appropriations bill that funds ATF.  In reaction to 
several high-profile shooting incidents, Senators introduced 
amendments dealing with firearms issues and called for 

universal background checks.  Senator Christopher Mur-
phy (D-CT), attempted a filibuster to bring the issue of gun 
violence to the forefront stopping only after Senate leaders 
agreed to vote on his amendment requiring universal back-
ground checks for all private sales.  There was also a heated 
debate over the so-called No Fly/No Buy provision that 
called for persons on the terror watch list to also be prohib-
ited from purchasing a firearm.  All the firearms measures 
ultimately failed.  

Shortly after the Senate failed to pass these measures and 
pulled the appropriations bill from the floor, House Demo-
crats staged a “sit in” on the House floor in their bid to call 
attention to gun violence and effectively shut down that 
Chamber just before the annual Independence Day recess.

After returning to Washington from the July party conven-
tions and a long August break, congressional leaders ne-
gotiated throughout September, allowing Congress to pass 

Update on ATF Appropriations
By Christopher Gould, ATF Legislative Affairs

the long awaited Continuing Resolution (CR).  President 
Obama signed it into law, thereby keeping the federal gov-
ernment, including ATF, operating into the first 10 weeks 
of the new fiscal year.  The CR temporarily extends the FY 
2016 funding levels into December 2016.  

When Congress returns to Washington after the elections, 
they will have to decide how to finish the appropriations 
process for FY 2017.  The options available to Congress to 
finish the FY 2017 appropriations are:  

• Pass the 12 appropriations bills individually, which both 
parties favor but is unlikely given the time remaining.

• Pass an “omnibus” appropriations bill funding the rest 
of the federal government, which is favored by the 
Democratic Leadership.

• Pass three or four “minibus” appropriations bills each 
one funding a handful of departments, which is favored 
by the Republican Leadership.

• Pass a yearlong CR extending FY 2016 levels for all of 
FY 2017, which neither party favors.

Need help?  Here’s how to get it:

If you or someone you know is thinking about suicide, call:

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline              1-800-273-TALK              TTY: 800-799-4TTY (4998)
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org
The Lifeline is a network of crisis centers committed to suicide prevention and located in com-
munities across the country.

Employee Assistance Program (EAP)                     1-800-327-2251                     www.bhssolutions.org
ATF employees and their family members can call EAP’s toll free number 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.  EAP is a free, confidential counseling and referral program for ATF employees, loved 
ones, and family members.

Safe Call Now                         1-206-459-3020 or 1-877-230-6060                         www.safecallnow.org
Safe Call Now provides public safety employees (including support staff too) and their family 
members nationwide with a simple and confidential way to ask for help. Staffed by officers, for-
mer law enforcement officers and public safety professionals, Safe Call Now is a safe place to turn 
to get help from individuals who understand the demands of a law enforcement career.

Call 911 if you or someone you know is in immediate danger.
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Balancing work and family life can be difficult. Fortunately, 
your EAP can aid in making this part of life easier. Childcare 
referral services are an additional benefit provided by your em-
ployer at no cost to you. Upon calling BHS, you will be linked 
to a Care Coordinator who will provide resources tailored for 
your specific childcare needs.

Who’s Watching The Kids?:
EAP Childcare Referral Can Help You Find The Best 
Childcare Option For Your Family
By Doug Nelson, LPC, ATF Employee Assistance Program
Business Health Solutions

What kind of services can the EAP program help 
me locate? 

BHS offers referrals to a wide variety of childcare services, 
including:

• Family daycare homes and group homes

• Emergency and back-up care

• Nurseries and preschools

• Nanny and au pair services

• Summer camps

• Before and after school programs

• Adoption and special needs

• 

What kind of information is available?

Within two business days, your BHS Care Coordinator will 
provide ia e-mail or U.S. Postal Service:

• A listing of providers that meet your criteria

• A Guide to Quality Childcare

• Brochures and tip sheets tailored for your specific 
childcare issue

Is it confidential?

BHS follows all federal and state privacy laws. When you 
speak with us, you can trust that your conversations and 
information will be kept completely confidential.

How much does the referral program cost?

Childcare referral services are a free benefit provided and 
paid for by your employer at no cost to you.

How do I use these services?

For more information about childcare referral services:

• call our toll free number 800-327-2251; or

• visit us online at www.BHSonline.com.

Need help?                Contact the EAP                800.327.2251                www.bhsonline.com
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August Retirements
Employee Location Position Govt. Service
Alexander, Damon L. Los Angeles II Field Office Criminal Investigator 28

Almasy Jr., Vincent T. Resources Management Staff Program Analyst 30

Baixauli, Carlos Polygraph Branch Criminal Investigator 29

Burton, Charles H. Glendale II Field Office CFI 30

Dunkel, Helen A. San Francisco Field Division PIO 28

Freiwald, Todd J. Winchester Satellite Office Criminal Investigator 24

Gomez, Steven J. Fleet Management Branch Supply Systems Analyst 38

Hill, Darryl R. Criminal Intelligence Division Criminal Investigator 30

Lenczyk, Joseph A. Orlando II Field Office RAC 34

Mahanand, Ram Baltimore III Field Office Group Supervisor 26

Richardson, Kevin S. Tampa Field Division DOO 27

Rodriguez, Ronald D. Las Cruces (IO) Satellite Office Industry Operations Investigator 11

Rooney, Thomas J. Fire & Arson Investigation Branch Criminal Investigator 28

Smith, Demetress F. Acquistion & Property Mgt Div. Division Chief 34

White, Matthew W. Logistics & Operations Branch Branch Chief 27

Submitted by Human Resources Division, Benefits and Workforce Flexibilities Branch

Employee Moves
Employee From To
Pittman, Antonio L. Program Mgr/Ops Ofcr, Intergovernmental Affairs  RAC/GS, Baton Rouge Field Office      
Taylor, Christopher P. Division Chief, International Affairs Ofc ASAC, Philadelphia Field Division
Desmond, Michael P. Program Manager, Basic Training Branch  RAC/GS, Atlanta III     
Bittelari, Ralph G. Deputy Chief, Human Resources Operations Div Chief, Human Resources Operations, HRPD
Lago, Kelly A. Chief, Inspection Division  Chief, Risk Management Office, Ofc of the Director   
Harrell, Cheryl D. Special Agent, Atlanta IV  RAC/GS, Atlanta VI (Intel)    
Duke Jr., John F. RAC/GS, New Orleans (IV) Intelligence Special Agent, Inspection Branch
Tabullo, David M. RAC/GS, El Paso III Field Office     RAC/GS, Las Cruces Field Office  
Howell, David L. Firearms Enforcement Specialist, FA Industry Pgms Firearms And Explosives Specialist, NFA Branch

Positions listed are management/supervisory positions only.  Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Br

In Memoriam
Marion Davis Creech of Bloomfield, Kentucky, passed away on September 9.  He retired after 41 years 
with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms as a senior inspector.  He also served with the Army 

National Guard.

Alice Rosemary Clark passed away on September 13.  She completed her ATF career in the St. Paul Field 
Division.  
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Congratulations, Academy Graduates!
Employee Graduate of First Assignment
Allred, Kevin G. Special Agent Basic Training Baton Rouge
Ambrose, Anthony A. Special Agent Basic Training Norfolk
Anderson, Nate J. Special Agent Basic Training El Paso
Armendariz, Adrian L. Special Agent Basic Training El Paso
Babiarz, Michael J. Special Agent Basic Training Nashville I
Bazin, Larry A. Special Agent Basic Training Denver
Britt, Zachary J. Special Agent Basic Training Hyattsville I
Bzduch, Christopher M. Special Agent Basic Training Springfield
Chapman, Shawn A. Special Agent Basic Training Evansville
Childress, Austin B. Special Agent Basic Training Tampa III
Daniels, Adam R. Special Agent Basic Training Nashville I
Eikenberg, Bryce W. Special Agent Basic Training Denver II
Elder, Brandon A. Special Agent Basic Training Phoenix I
Gilbert, Matthew R. Special Agent Basic Training Glendale V
Gonzalez, Michael A. Special Agent Basic Training Houston V
Hardy, Taylor J. Special Agent Basic Training Riverside
Hayes, Arthur G. Special Agent Basic Training Miami V
Hernandez, Raymond O. Special Agent Basic Training Tallahassee
Hine, Kevin P. Special Agent Basic Training Colorado Springs
Holman, George Special Agent Basic Training San Juan
Hull, Stacey L. Special Agent Basic Training Rochester
Isbir, William J. Special Agent Basic Training Erie SO

Jacobs, Michael H. Special Agent Basic Training Ann Arbor

Johnson, Gregory A. Special Agent Basic Training Denver I
Johnson, Kerri L. Special Agent Basic Training New York I
Jones, Robert E Special Agent Basic Training Charleston

Keese, Brian M. Special Agent Basic Training Tampa III
Kovacevich, Ivan N. Special Agent Basic Training Ft. Myers I
Lane, Michael D. Special Agent Basic Training El Paso I
Lasso, Kerry Special Agent Basic Training Chicago IV
Lovelace, Kevin Special Agent Basic Training Miami I
Mares, Sara G. Special Agent Basic Training Colorado Springs
Mascorro, Nicholas R. Special Agent Basic Training Ann Arbor

McDonald, Johnny Special Agent Basic Training Tallahassee
McKee, John H. Special Agent Basic Training Springfield
Millier, Robert P. Special Agent Basic Training Kansas City I
Neeley, Samuel T. Special Agent Basic Training Memphis
Olivarez, Jorge L. Special Agent Basic Training McAllen
Piccirilli, Brandon V. Special Agent Basic Training Miami IV
Raczynski, Ramsey Special Agent Basic Training Miami I
Sanchez, Alexander H. Special Agent Basic Training Louisville I
Smith, Darnell L. Special Agent Basic Training Houston V
Walton, Michael T. Special Agent Basic Training Phoenix I
Wilson, Keith T. Special Agent Basic Training Denver I
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Submitted by the ATF National Academy

Employee Graduate of First Assignment
Winkler, Anthony T. Special Agent Basic Training Omaha

Wysocky, Rachel Special Agent Basic Training Baltimore I

Academy Graduates, continued

New Hires, Welcome to ATF!

Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Branch

Employee Position Location
Hooker, Courtney A. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Beaumont (IO) 
Metzger, Danny T. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Tulsa (IO)
Knight, Donald L. Special Agent Corpus Christi 
Hensley, Calandra B. Administrative Support Assistant St Paul Field Division
Tu, Ponly J. Investigative Analyst San Francisco
Dickerson, Joshua R. Investigative Analyst Hyattsville II
Doran, Mark C. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Louisville II (IO)
Vickers, Brett L. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Omaha II (IO)
Fitch, Misty L. Intelligence Research Specialist Philadelphia V (Intel)
Tunilla, William P. Investigative Analyst Anchorage

Perry, Darryl J. Investigative Analyst Washington Field Division
Mears, Christopher T. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) El Paso II (IO) 
Locke, Jeremy B. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Knoxville (IO) 
Hargrove, Clifton Investigative Analyst Baltimore II
Colon, Albert Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Glendale III (IO) 
Fulcher, Jonathan E. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Norfolk (IO) 
Dolan, Renee I. Investigative Analyst Albuquerque I
Melidones, Nicholas W. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Albuquerque II (IO) 
Cieplucha, Christopher M. Telecommunications Specialist (Radio) Field Communications Services Branch
Sierra, Jacob Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Albuquerque II (IO) 
Woodruff, Randy L. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Toledo (IO) 
Brower, Brandwell S. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Helena II (IO)  
McDonald, Bradley J. Auditor (Forensic) Financial Investigations - Central
Payne, Erica D. Program Analyst Firearms & Explosives Services Division
Mallett, Peter G. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Portland (IO) 
Gonzalves, Peter F. Special Agent Bristol
Le, Trunghieu V. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Merrillville
Moreno, Edgar I. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) McAllen II (IO) 
Barton, Aisha L. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Houston VI (IO) 
Hampton, James F. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Columbus (IO) 
Walters, Darryl J. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Columbus (IO) 
Erickson, Jonathan R. Auditor (Forensic) Financial Investigations - West
McDonell, Matthew J. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Seattle II (IO) 
Pendergrass, Lori L. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Seattle II (IO) 
Bryant, Edward T. Industry Operations Investigator (IOI) Seattle II (IO) 
Krummel, Ryan J. Special Agent New Orleans I 


