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19th Annual ATF Memorial Observance
By Tara Chipman, Executive Secretariat, Office of Public and Governmental Affairs
On May 13, 2015, ATF held the 19th Annual Memorial Observance at Headquarters in the Elizebeth Friedman Auditorium.  The 
Honorable Loretta Lynch, the new Attorney General, gave special remarks, as did Acting Director Tom Brandon.  The Acting 
Attorney General, Sally Yates, who was confirmed by the United States Senate later that afternoon, joined them on stage.  

Attorney General Lynch spoke of her knowledge of and appreciation for ATF from when she served as the United States Attor-
ney in the Eastern District of New York.  AG Lynch worked closely with ATF New York and was in office when Special Agent 
John Capano was killed in the line of duty December 31, 2011.  Her speech referenced Acting Director Brandon’s Special Agent 
General Orders including # 6 “Document your investigative activity within 5 days,” and #10:  “Go home safe.”  AG Lynch under-
scored the danger and the sacrifice that special agents make while ensuring the public’s safety and justice for all.  

Acting Director Brandon spoke about ATF’s 189 fallen heroes and that perhaps next year that total will reflect the addition of 
Special Agent Bill Shelon, a 9/11 first responder, who died of cancer in March 2015.  By next year, he hoped the OPM review 
process will have concluded.  “Until then”, he said, “we grieve his loss and honor him in spirit.”  

continued on page 3

Acting Director Thomas Brandon and Deputy Director Ron Turk
stand post at the ATF memorial on the day of the Observance.
(Photo courtesy Carolyn Williams)
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MEMORIAL, from page 1

Acting Director Brandon also noted that the majority of the 189 were killed during Prohibition and most certainly that their 
deaths, nor were the 14 lost since ATF became a Bureau in 1972, were in vain.  He said these men and one woman will always 
be remembered because “they say you die twice.  One time when you stop breathing and a second time, when somebody 
says your name for the last time.” 

The Pipes and Drums Corps of the United States Marshals Service participated this year, performing “Amazing Grace” and 
“Going Home.”  The USMS Corps was kind enough to serve at the last minute and they were joined by ATF Special Agent 
Matthew Hartnett from the Cleveland Field Division.  

Employees who read the names of the fallen heroes were:  Industry Operations Investigator Scena Webb, Program Analyst 
Allison Hamilton, Special Agent Brian Mein, Management Analyst Herbert Blount, Attorney Bret Puscheck, HR Specialist 
Ella Hathaway, Attorney Aditi Sehgal, and Special Agent Brent Quinn.  

This year industry operations investigators joined special agents in standing post in front of the ATF Memorial.  

Left:  The U.S. Mar-
shals Service Pipe 
and Drum Corps 
provided music for 
the observance.

Below Right:  HR 
Specialist Ella Ha-

thaway participated 
in reading names of 
ATF’s fallen heroes.

(All photos this page 
courtesy Carolyn 

Williams)

AG Lynch Visits ATF Attorney 
General
Loretta 
Lynch 
greets
Acting 
Director 
Thomas
Brandon,
as Acting
Attorney 
General 
Sally Yates 
looks on.
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Top Left:  AD (PGA) Chris Shaefer 
speaks at the candlelight service 
at the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial.

Center Left:  Family members 
make a rubbing of a name on the 
LEO Memorial.

Center Right:  Griffin, son of 
Robyn Thiemann, Chief of Staff, 
Office of the Director, examines 

the ATF memorial.

Bottom:
At the Blue 

Mass,
equestrian

officers guard 
the proces-

sional
route.

Remembering Police Week, At ATF And Across Washington
Photos courtesy Tara Chipman (equestrian officers) and Carolyn Williams (all others)
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Houston Field Division Conducts Joint Training with Air 
National Guard
By SA/PIO Nicole Strong, Houston Field Division

The strength of the Air National Guard has always been 
our citizen airman.  The National Guard and Reserve are 
unique in that they also are able to leverage the unique skill 
sets they bring from civilian careers.  Many Airmen receive 
their initial job experience in the military and continue in 
the same or similar career fields as civilians.  When these 
Airman continue to serve in the Air National Guard, the ex-
pertise they gain as civilians is brought back to the military.  
This exchange of expertise and flow of training takes place 
in every AFSC and benefits both the National Guard and the 
American workforce.

The 147 SFS is a great example of this phenomenon.  Many 
147th SFS personal are current or former members of vari-
ous Federal, State and local law enforcement agencies.  The 
Commander, Lt Col Tommy Doyle, started his law enforce-
ment career in Security Forces and continued it as an ATF 
Special Agent.  The Security Forces Manager, Chief Master 
Sergeant Alan Carvajal, was an Alaska State Trooper before 
reentering the military fulltime when his nation called after 
9-11.  

The 147th SFS’s day-to-day mission is to serve as the prima-
ry Law Enforcement agency on Ellington Field.  Ellington 
field houses units from the Army, Navy and Marine Corps 
Reserve, as well as active duty Coast Guard.  The 147th SFS 
also regularly deploys personnel to protect and defend mili-
tary personnel and facilities throughout the world.  

Recently, ATF and the Air National Guard had a rare 
opportunity to conduct joint training. Commanded 
by Lt Col/Special Agent Tommy Doyle, the training 
focused on tactical trauma care techniques that have 
improved dramatically since 9-11.  The focus of this 
course was trauma care in a dynamic tactical envi-
ronment.  Lt Col Doyle received the training as an 
ATF Special Agent and saw that it augmented similar 
training he had received in the military. Knowing that 
it could benefit the members of the 147th SFS, the 
spark was ignited.  

ATF Special Agents that Lt Col Doyle utilized will-
ingly gave up their own time to assist in the training.  
The instructors are all members of ATF’s Special Re-
sponse Team (SRT).  

The class was spread over the entire drill weekend.  
On Saturday, the students went through two four-
hour blocks of training at the 147th SFS.   The first 
block was taught by Lt Col Doyle, an SRT Operator, 

(L-R) RAC Rich Bohan, FIC Jim O’Flaherty, SAC Rob 
Elder, Group Commander, MSgt Brandlin, CMSgt Alan 
Carvajal, Lt Col/SA Tommy Doyle, DTA Sam Cohen, SA 

Tony Johnston, SA Jarod Cardona
(Photo courtesy SA/PIO Nicole Strong)

and covered basic movement tactics.  Special Agent Jarod 
Cardona, an SRT Medic, then conducted a four hour block 
on basic trauma care. The 147th Mission Support Group 
Commander, Col Matthew Allinson, and the 147th SFS 
Manager, CMSgt Alan Carvajal, came with them to observe 
the training.  Day two of the training was held in Conroe, 
Texas, and was taught by ATF instructors/Special Agents 
Jim O’Flaherty, Sam Cohen, Tony Johnston, RAC Rich 
Bohan, and SAC Rob Elder.  The students then received 
four additional hours of instruction on tactical movement 
focused on practical application and “run-throughs”.  

The final block of training allowed each 6 man team to go 
through tactical scenarios in which they were engaged in a 
gunfight.  The instructors assessed their ability to utilize the 
tactical techniques learned earlier, while providing trauma 
care to those struck by hostile fire.  After each scenario, the 
instructors provided an in depth debrief on how the students 
performed.

The Airman who received the training, as well as the staff 
members, gave outstanding reviews.  One Airman stated, 
“it was some of the most relevant tactical training we have 
received,” and despite the sweat, exhaustion and occasional 
bruise, there were smiles all the way around.     

more photos on page 6
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SA Tony Johnston provides instruction 
and feedback to members of the 147th

Security Forces Squadron.

Members of the 147th Security Forces 
Squadron perform Simunition training
under the instruction of ATF Agents and 
Medics.

The team of armed security officers that protect Headquarters and the surround-
ing grounds are on the job 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  We see them daily 
and we may not be aware of their presence except to say hello, good morning, 
or good night, but they are the first line of defense and security in an emergency 
situation at Headquarters.  The Office of Professional Responsibility and Secu-
rity Operations and Alutiiq, LLC, the security company, would like to recognize 
an officer each quarter who performs his or her duties exceptionally well.   This 
is the first of what will be a regularly scheduled installment in Inside ATF.

On Saturday, February 28, 2015, the garage entrance ramp door was stuck in the 
open position and an unidentified individual ran past a security officer stationed 
there, creating a potentially dangerous situation.  LT Johnny Rayford, the onsite 
supervisor, quickly provided back-up to the reporting security officer and initi-
ated a search for the individual.  LT Rayford promptly located and detained the 
individual inside the garage.  Federal Protective Service arrived on-scene and 
arrested the individual.  LT Rayford’s quick response and decisive action ensured 
the individual was swiftly detained without injury.  For his actions, LT Rayford 
was named the Security Officer of Quarter award for January – March 2015.

ATF Headquarters Names Security Officer of the Quarter
By Scott Bakka, Deputy Chief, Security and Emergency Programs

Lt. Johnny Rayford (right), January-March Security Officer of 
the Quarter, is pictured with Cpt. Anthony Brown.

(Photo courtesy Scott Bakka)

NATIONAL GUARD, from page 5
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Taking Down The Bronx Trinis:  Investigators Honored
By SA/PIO Charles Mulham, New York Field Division

An extraordinary case is nearing completion in the Southern 
District of New York, after the prosecution of almost 80 in-
dividuals, members and associates of the Bronx Trinitarios 
Gang. The U.S. Attorney’s Office believes that this case 
charged the most murders in one Indictment in the history 
of the Violent Crimes Unit in the Southern District of New 
York.  In the wake of this prosecution, the specific areas in 
which the Bronx Trinitarios Gang operated have seen sig-
nificant drops in violent crime.  On April 17, the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office honored ATF Special Agent Andrew Daher and 
Task Force Officer Det. John Urena for their contributions 
to this extraordinary case.

The case charged 79 members and associates of the Bronx 
Trinitarios Gang with offenses including racketeering, mur-
der, attempted murder, narcotics trafficking and firearms 
trafficking.  The Indictment charged 28 defendants with 
committing 9 murders in aid of racketeering, all of which 
happened in Yonkers, the Bronx, and Manhattan between 
2004 and 2010.  Six of the murder victims were under 21 
when they were killed.  The Indictment also charged 23 de-
fendants with 24 attempted murders in aid of racketeering 
during the same time period.  

Two additional defendants have now pleaded guilty to 
participating in an additional 
murder which was not charged 
in the Indictment, for a total of 
10 homicides.  The case also 
charged all of the gang’s top 
leadership, including the na-
tional leader of the Trinitarios, 
who ran the gang from inside 
Attica prison.  The investiga-
tion involved more than 100 
undercover buys of drugs and 
guns, more than 10 wiretaps, 
and the debriefing of 16 coop-
erators.  The case resulted in 
two lengthy RICO (racketeer 
influenced and corrupt organi-
zations) trials – a 10-week trial 
between March and May 2014 
(2 defendants) and a sixteen-
week trial between September 
and December 2014 (3 defen-
dants).  The vast majority of 
the defendants pleaded guilty 
to various RICO, murder, fire-
arms, and drug crimes.  Five 
defendants who proceeded to 
trial were convicted after trial.  

L-R:  U.S. Attorney for SDNY Preet Bharara
and TFO Detective John Urena.

L-R:  U.S. Attorney for SDNY Preet Bharara, ATF SA Andrew Daher, 
and ATF New York Field Division SAC Delano Reid.
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Major Cases:  From the ATF Weekly Report
Compiled By ATF Executive Secretariat Staff

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Arrests Armed Robbers – Hyatts-
ville, Maryland:
On May 8, 2015, ATF’s Hyattsville II Field Office, along with members of the ATF Special Response Team (SRT) and 
the Prince George’s County Police Department (PGPD), arrested two members of an alleged armed robbery crew as 
they were planning to commit a home invasion.  Evidence recovered during the arrest included 2 firearms (one with 
an obliterated serial number), approximately 64 rounds of ammunition, a ballistic vest, masks, gloves, and several 
cell phones.  The firearms will be test fired in order to input the shell casings into the National Integrated Ballistic 
Information Network.  The investigation continues.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Investigates Fatal Fire – Tallahas-
see, Florida:
On May 13, 2015, an ATF certified fire investigator joined the Tallahassee Fire Department and Florida State Fire 
Marshal in the investigation of a fire at Exclusive Heat Sneakers.  A search of the scene yielded a deceased body with 
tied hands in the bathroom area of the business.  Later that morning, a vehicle fire was reported in nearby Jefferson 
County.  The vehicle owner was identified as the owner of Exclusive Heat Sneakers.  Evidence from the fire will be 
processed through the Florida State Fire Marshal lab.  The investigation continues.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Investigates Federal Firearms Li-
censee (FFL) Burglaries – Titusville, Florida:
On May 4, 2015, 14 firearms were stolen from ATF FFL, Brevard Ammo and Sporting Supply.  Less than 24 hours 
later, one of the stolen firearms was recovered in the possession of a homicide victim.  On May 5, 2015, 23 firearms 
were stolen from A.R. Guns and Pawn.  Special agents and industry operations investigators ATF Orlando, along 
with detectives from the Titusville Police Department, the Palm Beach Police Department, and the Brevard County 
Sheriff’s Office (BCSO), are conducting a joint investigation into these crimes.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Responds to Fire Scene Involving a 
Firefighter Death – Washington, DC:
On May 6, 2015, the DC Arson Task Force, comprised of ATF special agents and certified fire investigators, ATF 
task force officers, DC fire investigators and Metropolitan Police homicide detectives responded to the scene of a 
high rise apartment building fire where a firefighter with the DC Fire and Emergency Medical Services died during 
firefighting operations. A second firefighter also sustained injuries during the incident.  During firefighting opera-
tions the firefighter exited the building and collapsed immediately outside of the structure.  He was transported to the 
hospital and was pronounced deceased.  An ATF fire protection engineer and an electrical engineer also responded 
to the scene and participated in the investigation. Investigators have determined that this fire originated in the master 
bedroom of an apartment.  The fire remains under investigation pending ATF Laboratory analysis.  Damages are 
estimated at $750,000. 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Agents Assist in Arrest of Homicide 
Suspect – Detroit, Michigan:
On April 26, 2015, ATF Detroit Group IV Field Office assistance in apprehending a homicide suspect was requested 
by the Detroit Police Department.  ATF special agents and task force officers assisted in locating and apprehending 
the suspect, and seizing a pistol that was later found to be the crime gun and a vehicle that was used during the mur-
der.  The investigation continues.
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Never will I forget that day in March 2014, when I got the 
email from Special Agent (SA) Billy Magalassi, now Chief, 
Fire Investigation and Arson Enforcement Division, NCE-
TR.  The email started out quite innocently; he introduced 
himself and said he wanted me to know about the work he 
and his wife, Michele, are doing in their community to raise 
suicide prevention awareness.  However, it was the next 
part that hit me the hardest.  He confided that they had lost 
their younger son, Brandon, who was just 14, to suicide.  I 
had to choke back tears to read the rest of Billy’s email.  He 
explained how Brandon tragically died by suicide on what 
would have been the last day of his eighth grade school year.

Billy’s email went on to say that his family had established 
the Magalassi Foundation, in Brandon’s loving memory, to 
prevent the kind of tragedy that he and his family have en-
dured.  Of course, immediately I checked out the link he’d 
shared, www.magalassifoundation.org.  When I opened the 
Web page, there was Brandon’s beautiful, innocent face 
looking right back at me.  It was almost more than I could 
bear.  I felt a deep pain in my gut, but I knew it couldn’t 
even begin to equal the grief and loss that Billy and Mi-
chelle had endured and were continuing to withstand.  

As much as I really wanted to shut down my computer 
to avoid the pain, I’m relieved I didn’t.  Instead, I went 
through the entire website to learn all I could about Bran-
don, the Magalassi family, and the work they’re doing to 
raise awareness about suicide, especially youth suicide.  
Recently, the Magalassis relocated to Redstone, Alabama, 
where they are continuing their community outreach efforts.  
In its April 8, 2015, edition, The Redstone Rocket ran their 
story:  “Don’t Let Our Story Become Your Story,”  (http://
www.theredstonerocket.com/eedition/page_60293190-
20e0-5601-80c8-62c8d9bf1176.html)  In it, there are some 
sobering facts and statistics:

• For youth between the ages of 10 and 24, suicide is the 
third leading cause of death, and results in approxi-
mately 4,600 lives lost each year.

• Nine out of 10 people who die by suicide had a diagnos-
able mental disorder, yet only 3 out of the 10 of those 
people received mental health service in the year before 
they died.

• Early detection and treatment are the keys to prevention

The Magalassis also shared how knowing these things 
might have helped their family, and they go on to describe 
how Brandon—a popular, outgoing, honor student and ath-
lete—began to exhibit changes, but ones that over time, 
were subtle.  Looking back, they believe Brandon was suf-

Sharing the Magalassi Family Story of Hope
By Katrina Masterson, ATF Wellness Coordinator

fering from depression.  Catastrophically, feeling no way 
out of a school situation (which probably could have been 
remedied quite easily), Brandon took his own life.

It’s been 11 years since the Magalassi family lost their pre-
cious son, Brandon.  However, they continue their personal 
suicide prevention mission just as passionately.  When I 
asked him if I could share their story, Billy replied, “The 
whole point of our foundation is spreading the message of 
suicide prevention, you may absolutely share our story…”  

Thank you to Billy and Michele for their hope, courage, and 
fearless dedication to a cause that requires all our attention.  
Suicide is all too real, as we know.  Alongside the Magalas-
sis, we share this mission, too.  Please take a few seconds 
to learn the suicide warning signs, www.suicideprevention-
lifeline.org.

If you or someone you know needs help, here’s where to 
get it:

• National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, 1-800-273-TALK

• Employee Assistance Program (EAP), 1-800-765-3277

• Safe Call Now, 

If you have more questions and concerns, please call us, we 
do care!

• Katrina Masterson, Wellness Coordinator, 202-648-
8788

• Peter Killeen, Wellness Counselor, 202-648-7309

• Gwen Pittman, HIP/EAP Coordinator, 202-648-7477

Brandon Magalassi
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New Revolving Doors Boost Security At ATF HQ
By Scott Bakka, Deputy Chief, Security and Emergency Programs
 (Photos courtesy Carolyn Wallace)

The Logistics and Acquisition Division and the Security 
and Emergency Programs Division recently installed three 
security revolving doors to replace the turnstiles located at 
the atrium entrance of ATF’s Headquarters (HQ) Facility.  
An Americans with Disabilities Act-compliant door was 
also installed for use by individuals with disabilities, special 
guests, and emergency responders.  The new doors were in-
stalled to enhance occupant safety by preventing unauthor-
ized HQ access.  In terms of Federal facility security levels, 
ATF HQ is categorized as a Level IV facility, second only 
to Level V facilities such as the Department of Justice and 
the Pentagon.  At this level, visitor control is a significant 
component of the overall security posture.

In 2013, the Physical Security Programs Branch conducted 
a security and threat assessment of the facility.  A major 
item identified in the assessment was an access vulnerabili-
ty, where an individual with violent or criminal intent would 
not be sufficiently deterred by the original configuration of 
our entrance doors and turnstiles.  The new doors satisfy the 
assessment’s recommenda-
tion for an increased level 
of protection.  The system 
is a Tourlock 180 + 90 Secu-
rity Revolving Door manu-
factured by Boon Edam of 
Lillington, North Carolina.  
This same system is used 
by the Central Intelligence 
Agency, Federal Reserve 
Board, International Mon-
etary Fund, Pentagon, and 
Security and Exchange 
Commission.  

The doors are divided into four segments and constructed 
of Level III bullet resistant glass.  They rotate when an in-
dividual presents a personal identity verification (PIV) card 
to a card reader, which ensures that only authorized users 
can enter the secure area.  If a person enters from either di-
rection without authorization, the doors will automatically 
stop and an alarm will sound.  The system allows two-way 
simultaneous high traffic capacity up to 24 people per min-
ute in each direction.

Additionally, the doors are designed to prevent tailgating 
(when an individual attempts to follow you without your 
knowledge) and piggybacking (when an individual attempts 
to follow you with your knowledge).  To detect and prevent 
piggybacking, the door manufacturer developed a revolu-
tionary overhead sensory system that recognizes shape, size 
and volume in three dimensions.  By analyzing the data, the 
system can determine the number of people attempting to 
enter on one authorization, and stop the doorset when pig-
gybacking is detected.  

There is a fail safe operation for emergency exit.  Once the 
fire alarm sounds, the doors can be operated without having 
to present a PIV card.  In addition, the door wing segments 
can be collapsed to allow uncontrolled exit.  

On Tuesday, May 5, 2015, HQ personnel participated in a 
fire evacuation drill of the entire building.  During the drill, 
the new doors functioned as designed and ensured a smooth 
and safe exit and re-entry to the many participants. 
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For New York’s Northern District, A Day At The Range
By SA/PIO Charles Mulham, New York Field Division

During the range day, AUSAs from the Northern District of New York gained a new appreciation
for the work our agents do, and the dangers they face out in the field.   

 (Photo courtesy Matthew Myerson)

ATF’s New York Field Division recently hosted a range day 
for Assistant U.S. Attorneys (AUSA) from the Northern 
District of New York.  A sizable group of AUSAs took this 
opportunity to learn from ATF agents about the work they 
do and the dangers they face while out in the field.

All of the agents from ATF’s Albany office, as well as two 
agents from Syracuse, spent time with the group of U.S. At-
torneys to help build and foster strong relationships between 
the offices.  Additional agents came in from New York City 

to provide instruction and ensure that the range was run 
safely.  SA Will Clark also came in from the Rochester of-
fice, and his demonstration with his SEEK K9 was very 
well received.

At the end of this eventful day, the AUSAs expressed grati-
tude that we had put the day on for them.  These opportu-
nities to learn from each other strengthen future working 
relationships for the future.  

Flag Day Is June 14
Do you know how to display Old Glory properly?

Find information at  
http://www.senate.gov/reference/resources/pdf/RL30243.pdf
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continued on page 13

Frontline Success Brings About MGM’s Failure
By Karen Bishop, Writer-Editor, Executive Secretariat

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives’ 
(ATF) Frontline strategy works, and the Money Gang Mob 
(MGM) street gang found out the hard way.  By focusing 
ATF resources where they’re most needed and relying on 
a strong partnerships between Federal, State, and local law 
enforcement agencies, the Frontline strategy helps ATF tar-
get violent criminal groups that present the biggest threat to 
public safety.   

Using the Frontline strategy, ATF, working with the Hender-
son Police Department (HPD), pinpointed the Henderson 
Heights Apartments in Henderson, North Carolina as a vio-
lent crime juncture in Vance County.  With a history of over 

1,100 police calls in the last 5 years, many residents were 
victims and/or witnesses of violent crimes.  This wasn’t a 
safe place to live, and inhabitants felt little hope for a better 
future.  This neighborhood needed help.

While researching the complaints and studying documents 
about crime around the apartments, ATF and HPD found 
social media sites where MGM members bragged about the 
crimes they committed in the area.  Using this as a lead, 
ATF and HPD began collecting intelligence about specific 

Senior ATF officials, the awardees, and their families attended the ceremony.  Pictured L-R:  As-
sistant Director (PGA) Chris Shaefer; Acting Director Thomas Brandon; Kaitlyn Graden, daughter 
of SA Tim Graden; SA Graden; RAC Timothy Sloan; his wife Jessica Sloan; Lt. Alan Hedgepeth, 

Henderson, NC PD; and his wife Dawn Hedgepeth.  (Photo courtesy Carolyn Wallace)
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TOP COPS, from page 12

MGM crimes, including several homicides, a murder/sui-
cide, a kidnapping and rape, home invasions, robberies, 
burglaries, drive-by shootings, and firearms and drug traf-
ficking.  With each new piece of information, it became 
clearer that this street gang ruled the area through violence.  
The only way to make this community safer would be to de-
velop a case strong enough to bring down, simultaneously, 
enough members to cripple the gang.  

Over the course of the investigation, Special Agents and 
Police Officers used various tactics and techniques to gath-
er evidence concerning firearms and drug trafficking, as 
well as information on over 30 shootings and several other 
crimes.  With a lot of patience and impeccable detective 
work, ATF and HPD worked with the United States Attor-
ney’s Office and the North Carolina District Attorney’s Of-
fice to successfully prosecute more than 30 gang members 
on Federal charges, with prison sentences ranging from 18 

months to 30 years.  An additional five gang members re-
ceived State prison sentences ranging from 4 months to 13 
years.  Six other defendants have pled guilty and are await-
ing sentencing.  

This incredible roundup removed about three dozen crime 
guns and $300 thousand of heroin from the streets of mul-
tiple states, and sent some of the worst MGM ‘trigger pull-
ers’ to jail.  It also sent a clear message that people living 
in Henderson communities have a right to walk their streets 
without fear of violence or death.  Although it will take time 
to assess the long-term impact of the investigation, HPD es-
timated an immediate 30 percent reduction in violent crime 
as a direct result of the convictions.  

Initially recognized for their efforts by Gangs Across the 
Carolinas, the team was chosen as a 2015 TOP COPS Award 
Honorable Mention.  ATF’s Resident Agent in Charge Tim 
Sloan and Special Agent Tim Graden, and HPD Lieutenant 
Alan Hedgepeth represented the team at the award presenta-
tion in Washington, D.C. on May 12, 2015.                  

Need help?  Here’s how to get it:

If you or someone you know is thinking about suicide, call:

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline                                                                      1-800-273-TALK
TTY: 800-799-4TTY (4998)
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org
The Lifeline is a network of crisis centers committed to suicide prevention and located in 
communities across the country.

Employee Assistance Program (EAP)                                                                    1-800-327-2251
www.bhssolutions.org
ATF employees and their family members can call EAP’s toll free number 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week.  EAP is a free, confidential counseling and referral program for ATF employees, 
loved ones, and family members.

Safe Call Now                                                                                    1-206-459-3020 or 1-877-230-6060
www.safecallnow.org
Safe Call Now provides public safety employees (including support staff too) and their fam-
ily members nationwide with a simple and confidential way to ask for help. Staffed by of-
ficers, former law enforcement officers and public safety professionals, Safe Call Now is 
a safe place to turn to get help from individuals who understand the demands of a law en-
forcement career.

Call 911 if you or someone you know is in immediate danger.
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On April 23rd, Philadelphia Field Division Special Agent 
in Charge (SAC) Sam Rabadi was honored as one of the 
recipients of the Peace Islands Institute (PII) Law Enforce-
ment Appreciation Award in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

The PII mission statement says that the organization be-
lieves in collaboratively resolving societal problems and 
spreading cultural and economic awareness through dia-
logue and discussion. The relationships built through these 
forums help fight ignorance, combat poverty, and promote 
civil service. PII seeks to promote education, friendship and 
harmony, and acts as an island of peace for all peoples in a 
society of different ethnic, cultural and 
religious backgrounds.

“Public safety is a partnership, a joint 
effort by law enforcement and the com-
munity. Reaching out to the community, 
having fruitful discussions can resolve 
misunderstandings, and place proper 
focus on the violent criminals who vio-
late the law and oppose tranquil neigh-
borhoods,” said SAC Sam Rabadi.

The awardees were chosen to be hon-
ored due to their tireless work to protect 
and serve the citizens of Pennsylvania. 
That work includes, but is not limited 
to:  community outreach, support, di-
versity, crime prevention, youth out-
reach and education, services for the 
elderly and the poor, charity advocate, 
promotion of dialogue, and exemplary 
public service, on and/or off duty.

The PII describes itself as a non-profit 
organization that unites individuals 
with different points of view in an at-

Philadelphia SAC Receives Award for Community Outreach 
By SA Steve Bartholomew, Philadelphia Field Division

Philadelphia FD SAC Sam Rabadi (right) was presented the Peace 
Islands Institute Law Enforcement Appreciation Award from the

Eastern District of Pennsylvania United States Attorney
Zane Memeger (left).  (Photo courtesy SA Steve Bartholomew)

mosphere of mutual respect and acceptance, while fostering 
better insights into social problems.

 “Community liaison and outreach, is an integral part of 
law enforcement today. We need to understand and know 
the communities we are serve.  We can accomplish that by 
building formidable community relationships, promoting 
professionalism in our workforce, and by being respect-
ful and having tolerance when enforcing our nation’s fire-
arms and explosives laws. Our ultimate goal is the public’s 
safety; everyone should have the right to feel secure in the 
neighborhoods they live and work,” added SAC Rabadi.  

In Memoriam
Retired Special Agent William A. Boone, Jr., of Nashville, Tennessee, passed away on May 13, 2015.  In 
addition to a distinguished career at ATF, he also served in the U. S. Navy during World War II and in 

the U.S. Army Reserve. 

Retired Special Agent Retired Special Agent Bobby Jack Whittemore passed away on May 22, 2015 after 
an extended illness.  SA Whittemore was stationed in Athens, Georgia, Chicago, IL, and Savannah, 

Georgia.  He is survived by his wife, Peggy, and his son, Dirk.
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Need help?      Contact the Employee Assistance Program      800.327.2251      www.bhsonline.com

“I’m afraid of debt.”

Why are so many people afraid of the word “debt”? An understanding of the basic 
principles of debt can actually help you to build up your net worth even further. By 
practicing the concept of “responsible debt”, you can improve your credit score, more 
easily build your net worth and be well on your way to achieving your financial goals.

Understanding Credit:
Your Guide on How to Build & Maintain Good Credit
By Amie Long, LCSW-C, ATF Employee Assistance Program
Business Health Solutions

The Problem with Not Having Credit

If you’ve never had a credit card or a loan, your credit his-
tory is a blank slate. Creditors and lenders use your credit 
history to make decisions about whether to give you a credit 
card or extend a loan. However, if you have no credit his-
tory, there’s no record of how you might manage debt. As 
a result, many creditors and lenders won’t lend you money.

What is a Credit Report?

A credit report is a report on your credit history compiled by 
three main reporting agencies: Experian, TransUnion and 
Equifax. Credit reports include information on your account 
balances, payment history, credit limits, dates you or a lend-
er requested a copy of the credit report and public records 
such as bankruptcies, foreclosures or collections.

What is a Credit Score?

Your credit score is a quick snapshot of the potential credit 
risk you represent to lenders, calculated from the data in 
your credit report.  Credit scores are calculated by the Fair 
Isaac Corporation (FICO), which evaluates the information 
from your credit report and establishes a unique credit score 
based on the following weightings:

• Payment history (35%)

• Amounts owed (30%)

• Length of credit history (15%)

• New credit (10%)

• Types of credit used (10%)

What is a Good Credit Score?

Credit scores range from 300 to 850. Most credit scores fall 
between 600 and 750. A score above 700 usually suggests 
good credit management.

How to Build Good Credit

Consider these highly recommended techniques for build-
ing and maintaining good credit:

Get a Secured Credit Card. A secured credit card is just 
like a “regular” or non-secured credit card, only you are 
required to put down a security deposit, typically between 
$300 and $500, to provide assurance to the creditor that you 
will repay your debt. All card activity is reported to credit 
bureaus, who will begin to formulate a credit score based on 
your card usage.

Use Your Card for Smaller Purchases. Use your 
credit card at least once per month for smaller purchases 
like an inexpensive meal, gas, or drug store essentials. Do 
not charge more than fifty percent of your credit limit in any 
given month – it might take a toll on your credit score.

Pay on Time Every Month. The most important thing 
you can do to build and maintain a good credit score is to 
pay all of your bills and debt obligations on time every 
month. Even one late payment can significantly damage 
your credit score, especially early on.

Avoid Applying for Numerous Accounts. Each time 
you apply for a credit card or loan, your credit score takes 
a small hit.

continued on page 16
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After Six Months, Check Your Credit Report and 
Score. After six months of timely credit card payments, 
check your progress by viewing your credit report and 
score. A good credit score is anywhere between 700 - 720; 
above 720 is excellent.

Need help?      Contact the Employee Assistance Program      800.327.2251      www.bhsonline.com

After One Year, Apply for an Unsecured Credit 
Card. Twelve months of timely payments should be enough 
to show the credit card company that you can responsibly 
manage debt. Contact your creditor to see if you can make 
the switch to from a secured card to an unsecured card.  An 
unsecured credit card frees you from your security deposit 
obligation, will likely carry a higher credit limit and may 
offer useful perks like reward points or cash back options.

Does Your Piggy Bank Need 
Some Financial First Aid?

For a FREE financial consultation, 
call BHS today at 1-800-327-2251  

or visit www.bhsonline.com and log on with username: ATF

CREDIT, from page 15
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Inside ATF
The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives

U.S. Department of Justice

Recent Retirements
Employee Position Location Govt. Service
Anarumo, Joseph DAD (FO) Field Operations 25
Anderson, Glenn N. SAC Nashville Field Division 27
Christiano, Jr., Francis J. RAC Buffalo I Field Office 31
Silva, David Criminal Investigator Riverside Field Office 26

Submitted by Human Resources Division, Benefits and Workforce Flexibilities Branch

The Nashville Division’s Field Intelligence Group (FIG) co-
host an intelligence meeting quarterly in conjunction with 
the Regional Organized Crime Information Center (RO-
CIC).  Intelligence Research Specialists (IRS) Nick Nickles 
and Neil Spissu recently taught a class to law enforcement 

Internet in Investigations Training
By SA/PIO Michael Knight, Nashville Field Division

L-R:  IRS Nick Nickles and IRS Neil Spissu made presentations at the 
training session for Nashville-area law enforcement.

(Photo courtesy SA/PIO Michael Knight)

professionals on the use of the Internet in criminal inves-
tigations.  The vast experience possessed by Nickles and 
Spissu  in these types of investigations was illustrated with 
current case studies combining the use of specific investi-
gative resources designed to identify the criminal element. 

The curriculum included op-
erational security concerns, 
working with the private 
sector, and the use of spe-
cific social media platforms 
based on the type of investi-
gation.  The standing-room-
only attendance proved 
ATF’s solid reputation in 
working with other agencies 
on criminal investigations.

The briefing also included 
a farewell token of appre-
ciation from the ROCIC 
to ATF Group Supervisor 
Kelly Brown, who was in-
strumental in forming this 
intelligence working group.
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Employee Position Location
Tomlin, Barbara L. Investigative Analyst Kansas City VI
Frias Diaz, Jenniffer A. Investigative Analyst Newark Field Division
Kocinski, Erik J. Special Agent Merrillville
Luhn, Clifford M. Asset Forfeiture Attorney Asset Forfeiture Division
Connors III, Richard E. Special Agent Milwaukee III
Lee, Nicole R. Program Analyst National Center For Explosives Training
Meinecke, Justin T. Special Agent Nashville I
Molinari, Ryan N. Special Agent Louisville I
Hunter-Andrews, Carey A. Special Agent Greensboro I
Alexander, Anoop M. Special Agent Oklahoma City II
Alvarez, Jesus Special Agent El Centro
Barnett, John B. Special Agent Chattanooga
Callahan, Erin M. Special Agent Honolulu
Gales, Richard S. Special Agent New Orleans I
Howard, Alyse M. Special Agent Jacksonville II
Liebler, Jason R. Special Agent Austin
Noble, Ryan K. Special Agent Denver I
Peery, Colleen M. Special Agent Springfield
Stearns, Joseph M. Special Agent San Diego IV
Howell, Kenneth R. Special Agent Camden
Price, Andrea D. Human Resources Specialist (Performance Mgmt) Talent Analytics Branch, HRPD
Wedesky, Joshua A. Special Agent McAllen III
Jeter, Tanisha M. Special Agent Raleigh
Johnson, Kristofer H. Special Agent St Paul IV
Reardon, Brian C. Special Agent Indianapolis
Rominger, Zachary J. Special Agent Albuquerque I
Young, Michael A. Special Agent Dallas III

Positions listed are management/supervisory positions only.  Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Br

New Hires, Welcome to ATF!

Employee From To
Schmidt, John A. Branch/Unit/Team Chief, Resource Mgmt Branch Division Chief, Financial Management Division 
Kamentz, David M. RAC/GS, Savannah     Program Manager, Criminal Intelligence Division
Sanks, Lisa M. Group Supervisor/RAC, Washington II       RAC/GS, Washington IV (Intel)  
Cheeks Jr., L.C. Group Supervisor/RAC, Washington IV (Intel) RAC/GS, Washington II   
Moore, Gregory E. Special Agent, Nashville I      Senior Operations Officer (SOO), Nashville  
Rhoden III, James M. Special Agent, Nashville I Senior Operations Officer (SOO), Nashville
Miller, William J. Area Supervisor (IOI), St. Louis III    Director of Industry Operations (IOI), Seattle       
Pinon, Gabriel R. RAC/GS, El Paso III    Division Chief, Firearms Operations Division  
Johny, Alex M. Special Agent, Houston I Senior Operations Officer (SOO), Houston     
Legg, Terry M. Area Supervisor (IOI), San Antonio II Area Supervisor (IOI), Cincinnati II
Parker, Michael P. Special Agent, Las Cruces Group Supervisor/RAC, Omaha   
Curry, Russell A. RAC/GS, Colorado Springs Program Manager, National Coordination Center  

Moves
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New Hires, Welcome to ATF!

Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Branch

Employee Position Location
Dent, Kimberly T. Special Agent Chicago I
Harper, Trenton N. Special Agent Baton Rouge
Fenceroy, Josiah J. Special Agent Phoenix VII
Chittum, Jarrod C. Special Agent Harrisburg
Theobald, Braden C. Special Agent Jackson
Cadore, Michael A. Investigative Analyst Gulfport
McKone, Ryan P. Special Agent Denver II
Maynard II, Stephen C. Investigative Analyst Mobile II
Mahalik, Justin T. Special Agent Philadelphia I
Nobles, William H. Special Agent Hyattsville II
McInnis, Tenitris N. Special Agent New York I
O’Brien, Riley E. Special Agent Nashville V
Endrizzi, Ellen V. Attorney Advisor (VCID Counsel) Law And Policy Division, Chief Counsel
Mullings, Michael O. Investigative Analyst Newark III
Briggs, Gerrod L. Special Agent Cleveland I
Sabol, John L. Special Agent Cleveland I
Farnham, William F. Special Agent Rochester
Arellano, Kim M.G. Investigative Analyst San Antonio III
Burney, Christopher J. Special Agent Chicago I
Cruse, Whitney S. Special Agent Hyattsville
Haas, Christopher P. Special Agent Colorado Springs
Simmons, David F. Special Agent Miami I
Richard, Matthew D. Special Agent New Orleans II
Graham, Stuart T. Special Agent Louisville IV
Salcepuedes, Angelo D. Special Agent Seattle I
Schultz, Adam T. Special Agent Camden
Remick Cook, John D. Special Agent Cleveland II
Bach, Bryan A. Special Agent Yakima
Raffa, Brittany M. Special Agent New York II
Melvin, Wendy R. Investigative Analyst Falls Church II
Felix, Jaime Special Agent San Diego IV
Moore, Tyiesha Biologist (Forensic) Forensic Science Lab - Wash
Hernandez IV, William H. Intelligence Research Specialist Dallas I (Intel) 
Ferguson, Patrick C. Special Agent Bowling Green
Young, David P. Investigative Analyst Philadelphia VII
Fay, Christopher M. Special Agent Billings I
Norman III, Joe L. Special Agent Richmond I
Shelvy, Eric M. Special Agent Fairview Heights
Edgar, Matthew W. Intelligence Research Specialist Philadelphia V (Intel) 
Cuvelier, Nathan J. Budget Analyst Leadership And Professional Development
Bailey, Shannon D. Management Analyst Assoc Division Chief For Acquisition
Swift, Jason O. Instructional Systems Specialist Advanced Training Branch
Jordan, Donald M. Intelligence Research Specialist Dallas Field Division
Akers, Mitchell D. Training Specialist (Firearms Program) Advanced Training Branch


