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B. Todd Jones Sworn In as ATF Director
By Tara Chipman, Supervisory Team Leader, ATF Executive Secretariat

Before a full auditorium, on August 29, 
2013, B. Todd Jones was sworn in as the first 
United States Senate-confirmed permanent 
Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives.  

Attorney General Eric Holder administered 
the Oath of Office to Director Jones.  The 
Director’s wife, Margaret Jones, held the Bi-
ble while his son Anthony looked on.  After 
the oath was taken, Director Jones added a 
ribbon with his name on it to the ceremonial 
flag that has ribbons recognizing the name 
and length service of the previous directors.   

In his remarks, the Director thanked a mul-
titude of people for their trust and support, 
including ATF personnel, the U.S. Sen-
ate, ATF’s partners and stakeholders and of 
course, his family.  He said, speaking specifi-
cally to employees, “We have accomplished 
a lot together these past two years, but we 
have an even larger job ahead.”

He explained what the transition from Act-
ing Director to the Director would mean 
for ATF, including “collaborating with our 
brother and sister agencies within the De-
partment…, developing the next generation 
of ATF leadership…and fully implementing 
our FRONTLINE business model so that we 
can work smarter to combat violent crime 
and regulate responsibly.”  

Once Director Jones concluded his remarks, 
Monsignor Sal Criscuolo of St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church in Washington, DC, gave 
the benediction, and the very first swearing-
in ceremony was complete.

Director Jones was sworn in by
Attorney General Eric Holder.
(Photo courtesy Carolyn Wallace)
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Finally.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives finally has a permanent director. No more temporary, acting 
Directors.

It is now on me. 

And it is on all of the incredibly dedicated professionals here at ATF, too.  We have accomplished a lot together these past 
two years, but we have an even larger job ahead.  Responsibilities like these do not go without recognition.  And over the 
summer, I have certainly received my share.

Mr. Attorney General, almost exactly two years ago you accompanied me on the very day I first set foot in this building.  
The circumstances then were very different.  This ship had run aground and was taking on water.  And I thought to myself, 
“The Attorney General and I have known one another for a long time; I need to deliver for him, for this great Agency, and 
for the American public.”

Thank you, sir, for your trust, and for your consistent support and help.  Not just during my time as Acting Director, but dur-
ing my four-year tenure as U.S. Attorney in Minnesota.  You are a good friend and a source of inspiration for all of us who 
work for the Department of Justice.  

I hope you will not mind indulging me so I may express my gratitude to a long list of people and organizations.  They also 
made this day possible.  I wish to thank President Obama for nominating me, putting his faith in me, and for understand-
ing that the hard-working and dedicated men and women of ATF deserve a director who is accountable for ATF; a director 
approved by the United States Senate.  I offer my thanks all to those in the United States Senate who made this Senate-
confirmed Director a reality.  In particular, Senator Leahy, chair of the Judiciary Committee.  And my home state senators, 
Senator Amy Klobuchar and Senator Al Franken.  Thank you.  Also I wish to welcome all of the members of the House of 
Representatives to ATF who are here today.   Thank you all for your support of ATF. 

Let me also take a moment to say thank you to all of my United States Attorney colleagues, particularly all of my friends 
at the U.S. Attorney’s office in Minneapolis.  I loved working with all of them.  Together we did a lot of great work for the 
citizens of Minnesota.  Last week was difficult.  I will miss them all very dearly.  They represent the best America’s Heart-
land has to offer. 

I offer my gratitude to the Directors of ATF who came before me.  They were dedicated to fulfilling ATF’s mission and 
building professionalism throughout the agency. It is an honor to carry on their legacy.

Let me also thank all of the organizations, associations and stakeholders who have supported and worked with ATF dur-
ing my time as acting, particularly the local and national law enforcement groups and those in the firearms and explosives 
industry.  I believe our relationships are strong.  And going forward, as we work with the industries we regulate, the law 
enforcement organizations we partner with, and public and private groups that support our mission, I look forward to finding 
solutions where we all get what we need — while always respecting and protecting our Constitutional rights.

Margaret, my wife, thank you, and thanks to our sons and daughters, for all the support and love you give me.  Being away 
from you is tough.  But I take comfort in your strength and love.  We will persevere just as we did when I was stationed in 
Okinawa, in South Korea, in Virginia and California.  Now I’m stationed in Washington DC.  We will get through it.

Finally, let me thank the men and women of ATF for their trust and support during very, very difficult times these past two 
years.  It has been a learning experience for all of us. 

Remarks by Director B. Todd Jones
at his Swearing-In Ceremony

AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY

continued on page 4 
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You have deserved a permanent Director to set the tone and temperament of this organization; to demand professionalism 
and accountability across the ranks; to challenge the self-absorbed and self-involved and the few independent operators who 
too long ignored the sound professional standards we demand here at ATF. 

And I want to herald the thousands of professionals who abide by our mission and purpose every single day; those who tend 
to the critical details that lead to smart investigations and successful prosecutions.  I am so proud to work with all of you.  
Because of your dedication, and because of your commitment, we no longer are a law enforcement agency in distress.  We 
are an agency of incredible purpose and expertise. 

Look at how you served in Aurora.  And Newtown.  In Boston.  And in East Texas. Difficult, demanding circumstances, with 
much at stake.  Our agents and investigators filled a valuable role.  Local law enforcement may have gotten the headlines.  
And they should, it is their jurisdiction.  But we also know they valued our support and guidance and expertise, and that we 
act with urgency to help them make their communities safe.

What does transitioning from the Acting Director to the Director mean for our organization?  

It means we stay focused on what we have been doing – but with even more purpose.  Our ability to contribute to enhancing 
public safety in communities across the country depends on our ability to “get healthy” as an organization.  We have not 
been there in a while.  Many reasons account for this and we have learned some hard lessons over the years.  But like an 
athlete who has been injured, we must be disciplined in our “rehab program.”  That means training on the fundamentals and 
enhancing professionalism.  It means collaborating with our brother and sister agencies within the Department of Justice and 
with our highly valued state and local partners.  It means maintaining our human capital and ensuring our “attrition bubble” 
does not burst without a “bucket” to capture and maintain years of knowledge and experience.

It means developing the next generation of leadership within ATF as quickly as we can.  It means fully implementing our 
FRONTLINE business model so that we can work smarter to combat violent crime and regulate responsibly.  It means that 
we need everyone in ATF to recommit to the mission and exercise the organizational discipline to get the job done.

In looking toward the future we must re-examine our past, both near and far.  There are invaluable lessons for us to remem-
ber and inspiration to draw from.

DIRECTOR SPEECH, from page 3

continued on page 5

Left:  A military color guard presents the colors at the swearing-in ceremony.
Right:  Director Jones makes remarks at the ceremony.

(Photos courtesy Carolyn Wallace)
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Former Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, as we all know, was assassinated in June 1968 - the victim of a violent crime.  
Several months earlier, in April of that year, he spoke so eloquently about the “mindless menace of violence in America”  
as he addressed the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, who was so integral to the March on Washington that we have 
been celebrating this week here in DC.

The day after Dr. King was murdered, Kennedy, in speaking to a group in Cleveland, Ohio, talked about all of the victims 
of violence – as he stated - “black and white, rich and poor, young and old, famous and unknown.  They are most important 
of all, human beings whom other human beings loved and needed.  No one can be certain who next will suffer from some 
senseless act of bloodshed.  And yet it goes on and on and on in this country of ours.”  

He said that “whenever we tear at the fabric of our lives which another man has painfully and clumsily woven for himself 
and his children, whenever we do this, then the whole Nation is degraded.” 

This week we have recalled a great speech given 50 years ago on the Mall. It inspired many to do great things – large and 
small.  Robert Kennedy's words have continuously inspired me these last several years.  This speech crystallizes so well 
why we do the work we do.  It was given by a former Attorney General who was himself the victim of violence.  The hor-
rible events of 1968 led to many changes in this country, including the passage of the Gun Control Act – which is one of the 
primary laws this Agency has responsibility for enforcing.

We have been back in the Department of Justice for 10 years now - a Department once led by Robert Kennedy.  Now is the 
time for us to refocus and bring our “A” game to help carry out one of the Department’s key missions – protecting the public 
from the “mindless menace” of violent crime.

I am honored to be your first confirmed Director, and I am privileged to lead the men and women of the Bureau.  Those of 
you here today, and those of our friends and colleagues that could not be with us, please know that I appreciate your support, 
and that I thank you for your help and support over the past two years and I look forward to tomorrow!  

Thank you and God Bless America!  

DIRECTOR SPEECH, from page 4

The audience at the swearing-in included former Directors of ATF, Congressional leaders, 
law enforcement colleagues, and other stakeholders.  (Photo courtesy Carolyn Wallace)
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After the swearing-in, Director 
Jones was congratulated by 
law enforcement colleagues.

(Photo courtesy
Carolyn Wallace)

Director Jones shows 
Attorney General Holder 
the exhibit on Eliot Ness.
(Photo courtesy Carolyn Wallace)

Director Jones speaks with 
stakeholders at the reception 

following the swearing-in.
(Photo courtesy

Carolyn Wallace)

Photos from the Swearing-In on August 29, 2013
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Thank you, Deputy Director [Thomas] Brandon – and good afternoon, everyone.  It is a pleasure to join so many colleagues, 
friends, and proud family members – including Todd’s wife, Margaret, and their son, Anthony – as we mark the formal 
swearing-in of the first-ever Senate-confirmed Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives – my 
good friend, Todd Jones.

This is a special day.  And it’s a tremendous honor to share this occasion with such a distinguished group of current and for-
mer Justice Department leaders, passionate public servants, and key members of the ATF team.  By virtue of your essential 
law enforcement mission – and the critical role that every agent and support staff member plays in combating violent crime 
– ATF stands at the forefront of our efforts to protect the American people from a range of serious and constantly-evolving 
threats.  Through the relationships you’ve forged and the partnerships you’ve built in recent years – with community leaders, 
private industry professionals, and state and local law enforcement officials – you have positioned this agency to perform 
far-reaching work to safeguard the American public, to reduce crime, and to eradicate the gun- and gang-fueled violence that 
steals too many innocent lives each year.

Each of you has been afforded unique federal authority – and invested with a sacred public trust – in discharging your 
important duties.  As we all know, with this trust comes the need to exercise nothing but the greatest care, responsibility, 
and judgment in order to ensure the well-being of our communities and the security of our nation.  Especially in light of 
sequestration and other recent budgetary difficulties – not to mention the public safety challenges that ATF agents face every 
day – I know this agency’s work has, in many ways, never been more difficult.  And I recognize that you’ve all been asked 
to do more and more with increasingly limited resources – while acting in a manner that is smart, effective, and in keeping 
with our most treasured values.

In the face of current threats and troubling recent trends – including spikes in violence that have been observed in some of 
our nation’s greatest cities – the reality is that your work has also never been more important.  And I can think of no one 
better qualified to lead this agency – and reinforce our shared commitment to the highest standards of professionalism and 
integrity – than Todd Jones.

Since 2011, when I asked Todd to begin serving as Acting ATF Director – while continuing to fulfill his duties as United 
States Attorney for the District of Minnesota – he has made bold changes, implemented forward-looking policies, and taken 
significant steps to strengthen this agency’s investigative capabilities.  I’m sure Todd knew, when he agreed to join ATF, that 
performing two jobs at once would be anything but easy.  But he did not hesitate to answer the call to serve.  And he did 
not think twice about going where his skills and talents were needed most – just as he has done throughout his career: as a 
former officer in the United States Marine Corps; as an extremely talented prosecutor; and as a proven leader who has been 
named a U.S. Attorney by two different presidents.

Since becoming Acting ATF Director two years ago, Todd has performed superbly – and he has led the implementation of 
this agency’s innovative new business model, “Frontline,” which is already redefining ATF as the premier law enforcement 
agency in the federal government when it comes to combating violent crime.  And he has done it all with the humility and 
good humor that have always been Todd’s trademark; the dedication to public service that has shaped his career since he was 
a young man; and the determination to do that which is right – and to serve the cause of justice – that has always defined the 
very best of what it means to serve in federal law enforcement.

Todd, I am honored to count you as a colleague, an indispensable partner, and a close friend.  I am thrilled to join all those 
gathered here in congratulating you on your official swearing-in as Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives.  I want you to know, as you assume permanent leadership of this vital agency, that you have – and can 
always expect – my full confidence and strongest support.  I thank you, once again, for your service, your patriotism, and 
your dedication to ATF’s critical mission.  And I look forward to all that you and your colleagues will undoubtedly achieve 
in the months and years to come.

Please join me in a round of applause for Director Todd Jones.  At this time, it is my privilege to administer the Oath of Of-
fice.

Attorney General Eric Holder’s Remarks
at the Swearing-In for ATF Director B. Todd Jones
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WASHINGTON – On Sept. 10, in a 
ceremony at the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) 
headquarters, ATF unveiled the dedica-
tion plaque and named its courtyard re-
flecting pool “The Ariel Rios Reflecting 
Pool” in his honor of fallen special agent 
Ariel Rios.

Rios was shot and killed while conduct-
ing an undercover buy and bust opera-
tion in Miami on December 2, 1982.  He 
was shot while struggling with a suspect 
who was attempting to shoot other ATF 
agents.

In the early 80s, Rios was assigned to 
the ATF New Haven, Connecticut, field 
office and temporarily located to Miami 
to join the Vice President’s South Florida 
Anti-Drug Smuggling Task Force during 
a time when the cocaine cowboys ran 
Miami and South Florida. 

According to court testimony, on the af-
ternoon of Dec. 2, 1982, Rios, and Spe-
cial Agent Alexander D’Atri, acting in 
an undercover capacity, met with several 
suspects at the Hurricane Motel on West 
Flagler Street, Miami.  They were to ne-
gotiate the purchase of two kilograms of 
cocaine.  The operation was going well 
until one of the suspects, standing by 
the window, noticed other agents from 
the surveillance team closing in.  D’Atri 
heard the surveillance and backup agents 
arrive at the door of the motel office.  
“I could hear them shouting, ‘Federals! 
Federals!’ during the gunfire, when our 
agents were trying to get through the 
door,” said D’Atri (Retired ATF special 
agent).

According to D’Atri’s court testimony, 
when one of the suspects pulled a gun, Rios moved forward in an attempt to disarm him.  Rios shouted, “No,” and D’Atri 
heard a gunshot.  D’Atri drew his gun and saw Rios struggling with a suspect.  D’Atri heard another gunshot and turned to 
help Rios.  D’Atri lunged at a suspect, but, as he reached him, he felt tremendous pain in his forehead and left arm.  D’Atri 
fired several shots at the suspect, emptying his weapon.  D’Atri then looked up and saw another suspect aiming a chrome-

A Fallen Brother Comes Home:  ATF Headquarters
Reflecting Pool Named for Special Agent Ariel Rios
By Public Affairs Specialist Jan Kemp, ATF Public and Governmental Affairs

continued on page 9

The reflecting pool in the courtyard at ATF Headquarters
is now named for ATF Special Agent Ariel Rios,

who was killed in the line of duty
 on December 2, 1982,

in Miami, Florida.
(Photo courtesy Tara Chipman) 
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RIOS, from page 8

plated .357 Magnum pistol at him.  The sus-
pect fired one shot hitting D’Atri in the chest.  
The suspect then took two steps toward him 
and fired another shot.  The impact of the 
second shot caused D’Atri to careen into the 
living room wall, where he blacked out.

During this time, the surveillance and backup 
agents attempted to force their way into the 
motel.  The agents finally shot the lock off 
the door of the motel office and entered the 
living room. The agents found Rios on the 
couch with a gunshot wound to the face, his 
finger and left thigh.  D'Atri was lying on the 
floor in a pool of blood, with five gunshot 
wounds. 

The surveillance and backup agents tried to 
administer first aid to Rios, but he died be-
fore medical help could arrive.  D’Atri and 
one of the suspects were taken to the hospital, 
and eventually recovered from their wounds.

“I remember someone saying there were 15 
shots fired in eight seconds – that’s how fast 
and how violent an undercover operation can 

turn deadly,” recalled D’Atri of that day.  

The operation in which Rios was participating on that fate-
ful day is not uncommon to ATF agents today.  Every day 
ATF agents perform similar operations.  

“A reflecting pool is a fitting tribute:  A place where fellow 
employees can reflect the dangerous job ATF agents do each 
and every day,” said ATF Director B. Todd Jones. 

Rios and his sacrifice will be forever remembered as this 
dedication will serve as a reminder for those who sacrificed 
their life and are willing to stand up to keep the public safe.

In remembrance of Agent Rios’ sacrifice,
flowers were placed

at the reflecting pool (above)
and at the ATF Memorial Wall (below.)

(Photos courtesy Tara Chipman) 
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On July 18, 2013, during a New Orleans Multi Agency Gang Task Force meeting, Phillip Durham, Special Agent in Charge 
of the New Orleans Field Division, presented an award to Superintendent Ronald Serpas of the New Orleans Police Depart-
ment (NOPD).  The award was presented for exemplary performance of NOPD’s Firearms Laboratory for reaching the mile-
stone of making 1000 hits using ATF’s National Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN).  The NOPD firearms 
laboratory uses computerized ballistic imaging equipment provided by ATF.  “The NOPD Firearms Laboratory should be 
commended for this accomplishment because the NOPD has consistently been in the top five nationwide in NIBIN entries, 
and their dedicated service have helped to remove many groups of violent individuals from the community, making New 
Orleans a safer place to live,“ said Durham.     

The Hits Keep On Coming:  New Orleans Police Department 
Honored for 1000th NIBIN Hit
By SSA/PIO Austin R. Banks, New Orleans Field Division

Left:  SAC Phillip Durham presents
NOPD Superintendent Ronald Serpas with

recognition of NOPD’s 1000 hits
using the NIBIN system.

(Photo courtesy PIO Austin R. Banks)

Below, left to right:
Firearms Tech. Damian Cornia,

NIBIN Tech. Valerie Kees,
Firearms Examiner Kenneth Leary,

Firearms Tech. Jeff Powell,
Firearms Examiner Meredith Acosta,
Firearms Examiner Sean McElrath,

Superintendent Ronald Serpas,
SAC Phillip Durham.

(Photo courtesy PIO Austin R. Banks)
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Positive role models for the next generation are crucial, 
and ATF is fortunate to have one such individual dedicated 
to this effort.  Special Agent Antonio Pittman provides a 
unique opportunity to share his experiences with the next 
generation of young adults by being a part of the Build-
ing Professionals Group (BPG).  SA Pittman, currently 
assigned to the Birmingham Field Office, Nashville Field 
Division dedicates his free time with the BPG that bridges 
the gap between accomplished career professionals and the 
next generation impaired by barriers that create apathy by 
youth towards education. Antonio is one of the four found-
ing members of BPG that in 2009 had the vision to inspire 
grade school students through inspirational and motivation-
al speaking efforts. 

Special Agent Antonio Pittman:
Working to Build Professionals and Strengthen Youth
By SA/PIO Michael P. Knight, Nashville Field Division

SA Pittman uses annual leave to travel between Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana and Arkansas in order to show these 
individuals that they can be successful without becoming 
a pro athlete or rapper. The four career professionals that 
comprise BPG become role models for these youths and 
their efforts have already been instrumental in reducing the 
rate of high school dropouts as well as curtailing gang activ-
ity. The group uses an interactive conversational approach 
to provide their message that has already had many success 
stories.

BPG addresses educational and life choice issues which af-
fect rural, minority and/or disadvantaged populations by of-
fering life skills workshops, motivational speaking services 
and mentoring sessions. The group has had an influence 

on individuals by providing a 
truly life-changing experience. 
These mentoring sessions teach 
the youth about the benefits of 
education and how to cope with 
the challenges and obstacles 
that have the potential to derail 
successes in life. The recipients 
of this program become well-
rounded individuals who con-
tribute positively to society and 
in turn help navigate their peers 
to make the same choices.

Special Agent
Antonio Pittman

and other members
of the Building

Professionals Group
speak to teens

from the Greater
Mount Bethel Church,
Jackson, Mississippi,

on July 24, 2013.
(Photo courtesy BPG)

continued on page 12
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The Diversity Corner

Diversity Makes Us Better - One Mission Unites Us

In March and April 2013, the Office of Diversity and Inclusion and Tyishua Cooper, Federal Women’s Program Man-
ager sponsored a clothing drive to promote the economic independence of disadvantaged women in the Washington, 
DC, area.  

We received overwhelming support for ATF’s first annual clothing drive.  ATF employees showed their generosity 
this year by donating over 800 pieces of gently used professional clothing and nearly 50 pairs of shoes and handbags.  
In May, the items were donated to Dress for Success, Washington DC.  Dress for Success is an international not-for-
profit organization offering services designed to help women find jobs and remain employed. Each Dress for Success 
client receives one suit when she has a job interview and can return for a second suit or separates when she finds work.

In addition, field employees who were interested in participating in the clothing drive were forwarded the Dress for 
Success web site and asked to donate directly to their nearest location.    

The Office of Diversity and Inclusion wants to thank everyone who participated.  Your contributions will make a dif-
ference in another woman’s life! 

Celebrating Women’s History Month
By Giving a Better Future to Women in Need
By Tonya Yarborough, Diversity Program Manager

Pictured are members
of the Building

Professionals Group
and teens from

the Greater
Mount Bethel Church,
Jackson, Mississippi,

after an event
on July 24, 2013.

Special Agent
Antonio Pittman
is in the center
of the front row.

(Photo courtesy BPG)

BUILDING, from page 11

The Nashville Field Division is proud of the work accomplished by Special Agent Pittman and the entire Building Profes-
sionals Group for their impact on the next generation of young adults. Additional information on the BPG is located at www.
bpgcares.org.
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NOBLE Conference Explores “Pathway to Justice”
By ASAC Trevor Velinor, Tampa Field Division 

The 37th Annual National Organization of Black Law En-
forcement (NOBLE) Training and Exhibition Conference 
was held at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center in 
Pittsburgh, PA, from August 2-7. The conference and train-
ing sessions demonstrate a consistent educational and net-
working theme that NOBLE has become known for. This 
year’s theme: “Bridging the Pathway to Justice and Equal-
ity” was timely and relevant.  

The conference was attended by 660 Federal, State, Local 
and International law enforcement personnel, supporters 
and vendors. All in attendance during the opening recep-
tion showed much appreciation as they enthusiastically 
recognized the recent Senate confirmation of ATF Direc-
tor B. Todd Jones. During the CEO symposium, Director 
Jones led a panel discussion with Police Chiefs and senior 
officials as they addressed issues and strategies to impact 
violent crime in urban cities throughout the nation. Police 
chiefs and executives from east coast to west coast, and 
Alaska offered insight and approach for addressing firearms 
related violent crime. Following the CEO symposium, Di-

rector Jones attended the Civil Rights Brunch where he was 
acknowledged by Congressman John Conyers.  

This year’s vendors at the exhibition hall showcased their 
agencies, products and services. Law enforcement agen-
cies, technology companies, universities, outreach groups, 
artists and other entrepreneurs set up shop in the hall. ATF 
Diversity Branch worked the ATF booth, greeting passers-
by and presenting information about the Bureau, our mis-
sion and employment opportunities. The Gang Resistance 
Education and Training (G.R.E.A.T.) program also had a 
booth supported by ATF personnel. They distributed educa-
tional aids and answered questions regarding the program.    

Director Jones attended the opening plenary session and oc-
cupied the dais alongside other state, local and national law 
enforcement and political and leaders.  

ATF Director B. Todd Jones met with ATF employees who participated in the NOBLE Conference 
in August 2013.  Left to Right: Fred Sharp, Tonya Yarborough, Stacey Brockman, James Hanover,  

Sharon Thompson, Jerry Gordon, Director B. Todd Jones, Anthony Spotswood, Trevor Velinor, 
Kent Montford, Gregory Wright and Warren Harding.

(Photo courtesy Steve Galloway)

continued on page 14
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NOBLE, from page 13

During the ATF town hall, Director Jones hosted a meeting with 11 ATF conference attendees, at which time he highlighted 
the following:

•	 ATF anticipates conducting 5 Special Agent and at least 2 Industry Operations Investigator classes in FY 2014. 

•	 Schedule B hiring authority allows for expedited hiring of qualified and much needed personnel.

•	 Everyone plays a role in recruiting in order to have a strong and diverse workforce. 

•	 ATF employees continue to do a great job in the field.

•	 We will continue to “pull and push” employees to leadership through emphasizing professionalism, character, compe-
tence, focus and execution.

•	 Surge initiatives are having impact in communities, as ATF leverage partnerships with other law enforcement organiza-
tions to combat violent crime. However, outreach initiatives such as the G.R.E.A.T. program are critical as well. 

ATF Informs Local Schools About Managing Bomb Threats
By SA/PIO George Huffman, Louisville Field Division

On August 19, 2013, Assistant Special Agent in Charge Jeff Groh of the Louisville Field Division and Resident Agent In 
Charge Richard Putnam of the Lexington I Field Office kicked off the Jefferson County Public Schools Security & Inves-
tigations Unit explosives training seminar with a presentation on "Bomb Threat Management."  Over 90 Jefferson County 
Public Schools security personnel, resources officers and security administrators attended the all-day explosives training.

Left:  RAC Richard Putnam addresses training participants as ASAC Jeff Groh looks on.
Right:  Training participants.  (Photo courtesy SA/PIO George Huffman)
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On Wednesday, May 15, 2013, the Detroit Tigers played their 19th annual G.R.E.A.T. game at Comerica Park against the 
Houston Astros.  For the past 19 years. the Detroit Tiger Organization has dedicated a game each year to the Gang Resis-
tance Education and Training “G.R.E.A.T.” anti-gang program.

This year, approximately 900 students from Detroit and Brownstown Township attended the game dressed in their 
G.R.E.A.T. T-shirts, indicating their participation in this effort to avoid gangs and youth violence.

On behalf of ATF, Detroit Field Division Acting Special Agent in Charge Daryl McCrary presented a plaque from ATF to 
Tigers third base coach Tom Brookens as an expression of appreciation for the team’s commitment to the education, safety 
and training of the children of Michigan.

Also in attendance were United States Attorney Barbara McQuade, Brownstown’s Director of Public Safety James S. 
Sclater, Detroit Police Deputy Chief James Tolbert and ATF G.R.E.A.T. program Outreach Manager Warren Harding.

Thanks to the students and the Detroit Tigers, another G.R.E.A.T. day at the ballpark was had by all! 

ATF and Detroit Tigers Celebrate 19 Years of “G.R.E.A.T.” 
Partnership
By SSA/PIO Donald Dawkins, Detroit Field Division

From left to right (rear) United States Attorney Barbara McQuade, Brownstown Township
Director of Public Safety James S. Sclater, Brownstown's Deputy Chief Robert Matthews,
ATF Program Outreach Manager Warren Harding, Detroit Tiger Coach Tom Brookens, and 
ATF Detroit Acting Special Agent in Charge Daryl McCrary are pictured with participants

in the G.R.E.A.T. program.
(Photo courtesy SSA/PIO Donald Dawkins)



16 • September 2013

On August 16 the ATF Martinsburg Facility observed Kids 
Day 2013.  Located in Martinsburg, West Virginia, the facil-
ity houses the National Tracing Center, Firearms and Explo-
sives Services Division, Firearms Technology Branch, and 
various other offices employing a total of roughly 500 ATF 
and contract personnel.  Although the Department of Jus-
tice postponed the department wide Kids Day due to budget 
constraints and other considerations, ATF Martinsburg pro-
ceeded with its program which had already been scheduled 
at no additional cost to the Bureau.  Nearly 100 children, 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews age 7-18 of ATF Mar-
tinsburg employees enjoyed presentations and demonstra-
tions by some of ATF’s most intriguing programs.

ATF’s National Canine Training and Operations Center 
from Front Royal, Virginia, provided demonstrations by 
its explosives detection canines.  Class 104, scheduled to 
graduate in September, showed off eight Labrador retriev-
ers which took turns sniffing out explosives residue strate-
gically planted by their trainers. The canine center typically 
conducts training in Martinsburg during the 16 week train-
ing period because of the array of different environments 
around the facility, such as the loading dock, indoor office 
setting, and outside perimeter of the building.  Kids Day 
provided the perfect opportunity for the bomb dogs to log 
valuable training experience and the kids to witness one of 
ATF’s most unique – and adorable – programs.

ATF Technical Operations Branch in Sterling, Virginia, also 
took advantage of its request to participate in Martinsburg’s 

ATF Martinsburg Kids Day 2013
By Neil Troppman, Information Specialist, National Tracing Center

Above:
Special Agent Sheila 
Fry of ATF’s St. Paul 
Field Division works 
with a student from
Explosive Detection 

Class #105.
Left:

Special Agent/
Technical Operations 
Officer Andrew Hilt 
of ATF’s Technical 
Operations Branch 
in Sterling, Virginia, 

explains the features of 
the Mobile Command 
Vehicle to Kids Day 

participants.
(Photos courtesy Neil 

Troppman)

continued on page 17
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Kids Day by road test-
ing ATF’s newest mobile 
command vehicle (MCV).  
Only in operation for about 
a month, the 45-ft long 
MCV took up a large area 
of Martinsburg’s parking 
lot giving kids and employ-
ees plenty of room to walk 
around – and through – this 
modern marvel.  With its 40 
foot communications mast 
and line-of-sight video sur-
veillance system, the MCV 
showed off ATF’s level of 
advanced technology in the 
field of law enforcement.

The local Martinsburg 
Field Office of the Wash-
ington Field Division also 
set up a display and dis-
cussed with the kids the 
duties of being a crimi-
nal investigator.  Special 
Agents explained the types 
of Federal investigations 
unique to ATF, such as fire-
arms trafficking, arson, and 
explosives related cases.  
Some lucky volunteers got 
to experience the physical 
challenges faced by agents 
by donning tactical and 
safety gear.

Other tours and presenta-
tions included those of the 
National Tracing Center 
where kids learned about 
the process and importance 
of tracing the origin of fire-
arms recovered in crime; 
the Federal Firearms Li-
censing Center where kids 
learned about the process 
of obtaining a license to 
deal in firearms; and, Fire-
arms Technology Branch 
where they learned about the legal classifications of fire-
arms and saw exhibits of different types of guns.

Overall, the success of Martinsburg Kids Day 2013 was 
echoed by everyone who attended this informative and en-

Above:  Special Agent Jeff Smith, Martinsburg Field Office, explains the du-
ties of a special agent.

Below:  Firearms Enforcement Officers Adam Galbraith and Beth Gillis of 
the Firearms Technology Branch in Martinsburg teach the attendees about 

firearms.

(Photos courtesy Neil Troppman)

KIDS DAY, from page 16

joyable lineup of activities.  The bar for the next Kids Day 
has been raised, and we look forward to the challenge of 
making the event even better.  Thank you to all those in-
volved in making this a great experience for the kids!
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Major Cases:  From the ATF Weekly Report
Compiled By ATF Executive Secretariat Staff
ATF Arrests Two in Home Invasion Operation– Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 
On August 14, 2013, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) arrested two suspects in conjunc-
tion with the planned armed robbery of a purported cocaine distribution location in Southwest Philadelphia.  Upon de-
ployment of the arrest teams, the suspects fled on foot, discarding firearms along the way, but were quickly apprehended.  
Investigators recovered two loaded firearms, one with an obliterated serial number.  A suspect provided agents with a 
statement admitting his role in the scheme with the other suspect.  He also admitted that he and his partner planned to 
rob not only the occupants of the purported drug house, but also the ATF personnel as well.  The suspect also admitted to 
having committed two additional recent armed robberies of drug dealers, one of which netted him and his accomplices 
approximately $45,000 in cash and one half kilogram of cocaine.  The two suspects are multi-convicted felons with 
extensive arrest records for violent crimes and drug trafficking.  

Twenty-Three Federal Arrest Warrants Executed on Burnside Money Getters Street Gang — 
Bronx, New York: 
On August 8, 2013, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) along with personnel from the Drug 
Enforcement Administration, Homeland Security Investigations, and the New York City Police Department’s Bronx 
Gang Unit executed 23 Federal arrest warrants in the Bronx.  The arrest warrants were issued by the Southern District 
of New York for violations of Title 21 USC 846, Narcotics Conspiracy, by members of the Burnside Money Getters 
street gang.  Gang members used violence in furtherance of their narcotics trafficking in the Bronx.  During the enforce-
ment operations, 22 defendants were taken into custody, and crack cocaine, marijuana and approximately $12,000 were 
seized.  The investigation continues.  

Gang Member Sentenced to 50 Years for RICO Murder and Firearm Charge — South Bend, In-
diana: 
On August 12, 2013, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) reported that a high-ranking 
member of the Cash Out Boyz street gang was sentenced in the Northern District Court of Indiana.  The defendant 
was sentenced to 40 years for violations of 18 U.S.C. 1962 (c) and 10 years for violations of 18 U.S.C. 924(c) to run 
consecutively for a total of 50 years Federal incarceration.  These charges stemmed from an investigation initiated in 
August 2011 following a fatal shooting in South Bend when the defendant retaliated for a previous narcotics-related 
robbery.  Investigating agencies included ATF, FBI, South Bend Police Department, US Attorney’s Office, and the St. 
Joseph County Prosecutor’s Office.  

Three Found Guilty on Armed Robbery Charges — Jamaica, New York:
On August 9, 2013, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) reported that three defendants were 
found guilty of Federal charges related to the February 14, 2012, armed robbery of a check cashing store in Jamaica.  
The three, dressed as New York Police Department (NYPD) officers, stole approximately $200,000.  Joint investigative 
efforts by ATF and the NYPD identified three suspects.  Tips led investigators to conclude that the suspects were wear-
ing theatrical quality latex or similar type masks.  On August 21, 2012, ATF agents, NYPD detectives, and Deputy U.S. 
Marshals arrested two of the suspects and seized a latex mask, four two-way radios, two polices scanners, numerous 
pairs of gloves, two cellular phones, one bottle containing bleach and one replica firearm.  On September 20, 2012, ATF 
agents arrested the third suspect.  The defendants face a mandatory term of imprisonment between 32 years and life at 
sentencing, which is pending.

Suspect Arrested for Unlicensed Dealing — Spring Branch, Texas: 
On September 6, 2013, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), assisted by Homeland Security 
Investigations and the Comal County Sheriff’s Department, executed an arrest warrant on a suspect engaged in unli-
censed firearms dealing in Spring Branch.  The suspect has a prior ATF conviction for the sale of a machine gun and 
dealing without a license.  ATF executed a Federal search warrant on the suspect’s residence, resulting in the seizure 
of $15,100 in cash, approximately 7,500 rounds of ammunition, computer evidence, and 70 firearms.  The suspect was 
remanded to the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service.  The investigation continues.    



Inside ATF • 19

Control Breathing, Control Stress:  Breathing Techniques for 
Stress Relief
By Sunithi Kuruppu, MSW, ATF Employee Assistance Program
Business Health Solutions

Many people believe stress is all in the mind.  Dealing with stressful situations, such 
as having to give a presentation or driving in heavy traffic, can have physiological 
consequences.  Most people breathe more shallowly or hold their breath, and don’t 
even realize they’re doing it.  This type of breathing causes hyperventilation, which 
reduces blood flow to the brain.  The end result:  You feel less comfortable and less 
in control at a time when you need to be at your best.  The breathing techniques de-
scribed below can help you combat stress by increasing blood flow to the brain.

Breathing Basics

It takes just a few minutes to focus on breathing techniques.  
You can do them any time you need to relax if you feel 
stressed or on edge--but don’t wait until you are completely 
overwhelmed to focus on your breathing.  When practiced 
regularly, controlled breathing can boost overall health, 
lower blood pressure and increase feelings of calm and re-
laxation.

These techniques can be practiced from the couch, in bed, 
behind a desk or any place where stress finds its way.  All 
you need is a pair of lungs, your breath and 10 minutes or 
less.

Sama Vritti: Equal Breathing

•	 How it’s done:  To start, inhale for a count of four, and 
then exhale for a count of four--all through the nose.

•	 When it works best:  This technique can be done any-
time, anyplace.  Experts agree this technique is espe-
cially effective before bed, to help those who have 
trouble sleeping.

•	 Level of difficulty:  Beginner

Abdominal Breathing Technique

•	 How it’s done:  Place one hand on your chest and the 
other on your abdomen, over the navel.  Inhale  deeply, 
imagining that your abdomen is like a balloon filling 
with air.  Exhale deeply, imagining that the balloon is 
deflating.  Repeat.  The goal:  6 to 10 deep, slow breaths 
per minute for 10 minutes each day.

•	 When it works best:  Before any stressful event.

•	 Level of difficulty:  Beginner

Nadi Shodhana:  Alternate Nostril Breathing

•	 How it’s done:  Start in a comfortable meditative pose.  
Hold the right thumb over the left nostril and inhale 
deeply through the left nostril.  At the peak of inhala-
tion, use the ring finger from the same hand to close 
off the left nostril while removing your thumb from the 
other side.  Exhale through the right nostril.  Continue 
this pattern.

•	 When it works best:  Crunch time, or whenever it’s  time 
to focus or energize.  Experts recommend avoiding this 
one before bed, as it is said to make people feel more 
awake.

•	 Level of difficulty:  Intermediate

Kapalabhati:  Skull Shining Breath

•	 How it’s done:  This technique begins with a long, slow 
inhale, followed by a quick, powerful exhale generated 
from the abdomen--all through the nose.  Once you are 
comfortable with this type of contraction, quicken the 
pace of breathing to one inhale-exhale every 1-2 sec-
onds, for a total of 10 breaths.

•	 When it works best:  When it’s time to wake up or warm 
the body.  This technique is also helpful  for boosting 
positive mood.

•	 Level of difficulty:  Advanced

Need help?      Contact the Employee Assistance Program      800.327.2251      www.bhsonline.com

continued on page 20
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Progressive Relaxation

•	 How it’s done:  Close the eyes and focus on tensing 
and relaxing each muscle group in the body for 2-3 sec-
onds each.  Start with the toes and feet, and gradually 
move up the body.  Breathe in through the nose, hold 
for a count of five while the muscles tense, then exhale 
through the mouth as you relax.

•	 When it works best:  When your body  is feeling tense, 
or when it is time to relax. One word of caution: Dizzi-
ness is never the goal.  If holding the breath ever feels 
uncomfortable, tone it down to just a few seconds at 
most.

•	 Level of difficulty:  Beginner

Need help?      Contact the Employee Assistance Program      800.327.2251      www.bhsonline.com

Guided Visualization

•	 How it’s done:  With a trusted and qualified coach, ther-
apist, or helpful audio recording as your guide, breathe 
deeply while focusing on positive images to replace 
any negative feelings or thoughts you may have.

•	 When it works best:  When you are feeling burnt out, 
completely overwhelmed, or overly anxious.

•	 Level of difficulty:  Intermediate

Please consult with your physician or medical advisor be-
fore practicing any type of breathing techniques.

BREATHING, from page 19

ATF Remembers Our Fallen Heroes:
Line of Duty Deaths This Month in History

Name of Agent End of Watch
Glen Henry Price September 3, 1922
Grover C. Todd September 3, 1922

John M. Mulcahy September 3, 1925
David W. Doyle September 4, 1969
Joseph B. Owen September 6, 1922

Eugene W. Campbell September 8, 1960
Vernon David Rogers September 8, 1965

William D. Crane September 12, 1953
John C. Finiello September 19, 1930
Mack C. Parson September 20, 1930
James A. Harney September 23, 1932

Richard P. Daniels September 24, 1974
Charles F. Stevens September 25, 1929
Frederick L. Regan September 28, 1941
Ballard W. Turner September 29, 1932
William J. Tennis September 29, 1937
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Recent Retirements
Employee Position Location Govt. Service
Brunson, Aubrey L. Criminal Investigator Miami Field Division 22 years
Galuardi, Laurie J. Area Supervisor Dallas VI (IO) Field Office 33 years
Kearns, Jeffrey B. RAC San Jose I (CA) Field Office 26 years
Nixon, Sterling T. Criminal Investigator Violent Crime Division, OSII 25 years
Plott, Gregory D. ASAC Internal Affairs Division, OPRSO 33 years
Vasquez, Sylvia E. Investigative Analyst Riverside (CA) Field Office 32 years
Welch, Rickie C. Criminal Investigator N-FOCIS Branch, OSII 24 years

Submitted by Human Resources Division, Benefits and Workforce Flexibilities Branch

Moves
Employee From To
Chittum  III, Thomas L. Chief of Staff, OPRSO Special Agent in Charge, Internal Affairs, OPRSO 
Codispot, Leonard Criminal Investigator, International Training Br, OSII Branch/Unit/Team Chief, Int’l Training Br, OSII
Cook, Glen W. ASAC, Columbus Field Division Deputy Chief, Special Operations Division, FO
Dockendorff, Donald E. Criminal Investigator, Falls Church II RAC, Des Moines Field Office
King Jr, Melvin D. SAC, Houston Field Division Deputy Assistant Director, Field Operations
Marchetti, Rossin A. Criminal Investigator, New Haven Field Office Group Supervisor, Bridgewater Field Office
Nichols, Dana K. ASAC, Chicago Field Division ASAC, Kansas City Field Division
Nunez, Celinez Chief, Enforcement Support Br,  Special Ops Div Deputy Chief, Special Operations Div, ESF-13 
Scarber, Charley A. Special Agent (DOO), Louisville Field Division Group Supervisor/RAC, Louisville IV
Sisto, Jeffrey Criminal Investigator, Downers Grove I Field Office Group Supervisor, Chicago IV Field Office
Tolbert, Robert J. Criminal Investigator, Enft Support Br, SOD Branch Chief, Enforcement Support Br, SOD
Weddel, Michael T. Criminal Investigator, Laredo Field Office Group Supervisor/RAC, Laredo Field Office

New Hires, Welcome to ATF!

Positions listed are management/supervisory positions only.

Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Branch

Employee Position Location
Maditz, Robert L. Legal Instruments Examiner (General Investigating) Martinsburg, West Virginia
Merschen, Daniel G. Legal Instruments Examiner (General Investigating) Martinsburg, West Virginia
Parasky, Daniel A. Legal Instruments Examiner (General Investigating) Martinsburg, West Virginia
Stephenson, Andrew J.. Investigative Analyst Boston, Massachusetts
Weger, Jennifer A. Attorney Advisor Chief Counsel
Crombach, Brian J. Investigative Analyst Office of Strategic Intelligence and Information
Flores, Raul Investigative Analyst Downers Grove, Illinois
Rocker, Melissa A. Investigative Analyst Tucson, Arizona
Ryan, Russell G. Telecommunications Specialist (Radio) Gaithersburg, Maryland


