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Cross-Border Investigation Stops Arms Smuggling to China
By SA/PIO Charles Mulham, New York Field Division

continued on page 3
At the ATF office in the Bronx, Chinese officials examine some of the firearms 
recovered during the case.  (Photo courtesy SA/PIO Charles Mulham)

In a day and age where international relations can be strained, an investigation recently conducted by ATF’s New York Field Di-
vision breathed a little life into the notion that sometimes, when superpowers put politics aside, good things can be accomplished 
which will make the world a little safer.  Staff Sergeant Joseph Debose, a former United States Marine whose last assignment 
was with a Special Forces National Guard Unit in North Carolina, seized an opportunity to make money when he decided to start 
selling firearms to two Chinese nationals in late 2010.

As their business relationship began to grow, so too did the amount of weapons that Debose would purchase and sell to the Chi-
nese smugglers so that they could traffic them back to China where firearms are illegal for civilians to possess and can be worth 
triple or more than their original price on the black market.  Since the serial numbers on most of the firearms were being obliter-
ated, Debose must have figured that they could never be traced back to him in the United States.

According to authorities, customs officers in Shanghai discovered the smuggling ring operation when they stumbled upon a 
Beretta, 9 millimeter, semiautomatic handgun with an obliterated serial number and other firearms secreted inside a stereo 
speaker in a United Parcel Service (UPS) package. After immediately advising UPS in the United States, the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the ATF, a multi-agency investigation began that would ultimately 
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SMUGGLING, from page 1

At the ATF office in the Bronx, ATF case agent Jake Berrick and ATF SA/PIO Charles Mulham brief 
Chinese officials on the case.  (Photo courtesy SA/PIO Charles Mulham)

uncover a firearms smuggling ring that was responsible for smuggling a multitude of semiautomatic pistols, rifles, revolvers, 
shotguns, military–style assault weapons and ammunition into mainland China.

Armed with the information regarding the hidden weapons seizure, Federal investigators from ATF, HSI, and the Internal 
Revenue Service began to tirelessly pursue the leads within the United States.  Case Agents Jake Berrick and Howard Stern 
of the ATF’s New York Field Division are to be commended for their exemplary work and cooperation in an investigation 
that had a multitude of bureaucratic layers and spanned across the globe.  Careful scrutiny of the shipping records, surveil-
lance videos from a UPS facility in Queens and photo line ups proved fruitful:  it all led back to two men and one woman, 
En Zheng, Zhifu Lin, and Lilan Li, three Chinese nationals living in New York. 

The pinnacle of cooperation between the U.S. and China came when U.S. law enforcement agents were invited to travel to 
China to meet their Chinese counterparts for the purpose of learning more about the discovery of the concealed firearms and 
the ability to examine the seized firearms.  The Chinese authorities were able to restore the serial number on the Beretta 9mm 
pistol, which linked the firearm to Debose.  The determination was made that the weapons which were seized inside the UPS 
package, along with other firearms that Chinese authorities were able to recover in the case, were listed on the United States 
Munitions List and were therefore barred from export without a license issued by the U.S. State Department.

Zheng was arrested in New York in February, 2012, while trying to board an airplane headed for China.  Lin and Li were 
arrested in April, 2012, in Morgantown, West Virginia.  These arrests were made pursuant to arrest warrants issued out of 
the Eastern District of New York for violations of the laws governing control of arms exports and imports; dealing in Fire-
arms without a license; shipping firearms with obliterated serial numbers; failing to notify common carrier of firearms; and 
conspiracy.

Investigating agents also obtained and executed a no-knock search warrant for the arrestees’ shared West Virginia residence 
in which they seized approximately ten firearms, some of which had obliterated serial numbers, a large amount of ammuni-
tion, gun parts, tools that are commonly used to obliterate serial numbers, packing materials and concealment methods used 
for the shipping of the firearms.  At that time, both Lin and Li voluntarily admitted that the weapons found in their residence 

continued on page 4
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SMUGGLING, from page 3

were to be sent the following day from New York City to China.  Lin also admitted that he had attempted to conceal evi-
dence after learning of the seizure in China by dropping firearms and firearm parts over the side of his boat in a local West 
Virginia lake.  ATF and local dive team members attempted to recover firearm evidence from the lake, but have not yet been 
successful.

 On May 20, 2012, in a sting operation by federal agents and local police officers in Smithfield, North Carolina, Debose was 
arrested on an arrest warrant out of the Eastern District of New York when he arrived to sell another shipment of firearms 
which he believed were to be exported in the same manner as the previous shipments.  At the time of his arrest, Debose was 
carrying a loaded .45 caliber pistol.  In total, agents seized an additional 12 firearms from Debose’s vehicle.  Debose was 
charged with violations of laws governing control of arms exports and imports,and dealing in firearms without a license.   

In her praise of the exemplary investigative work done by the agents, U.S. Attorney Loretta Lynch stated, “The defendants 
in North Carolina and New York allegedly ran a pipeline of illegal firearms from the United States to China. We will utilize 
all available resources to stop the export of such weapons. The arrest of Joseph Debose marks the latest in a series of charges 
brought by this office against international gun traffickers.”

These three defendants each face up to 20 years imprisonment when sentenced.  The sentencing is currently scheduled for 
the fall of 2013.

After Sentencing of Serial Arsonist, Boston ATF Agents              
Receive Award for Investigative Excellence from
U.S. Attorney’s Office
By SA/PIO Debora Seifert, Boston Field Division 

On May 8, 2013, ATF Special Agents Brian Oppedisano, 
Brian Higgins and Mattheu Kelsch were presented with an 
investigative excellence award from the US Attorney’s Of-
fice, District of Massachusetts for the ATF-led investigation 
of Jose Baez, a serial arsonist.  ATF worked the investiga-
tion in conjunction with the Boston Fire Department-Fire 
Investigative Unit, Boston Police Department, Cambridge 
Fire Department and Massachusetts State Police-Fire and 
Explosive Investigation Unit.  

From approximately 2008 through 2010, Baez set fire to 
residential and commercial buildings in and around Boston.  
Baez was described by AUSA David Tobin as a vengeful 
and dangerous psychopath, as Baez would terrorize an indi-
vidual or a business by setting fire to a residence or building 
when he felt he had been slighted in some way.  In 2008, 
Baez set fire to a Whole Foods Market in Cambridge, caus-
ing more than $53,000 in damage.  Baez had previously 
worked at Whole Foods and was unhappy with his employ-
er because he had to bag groceries. 

In 2009, Baez set fire to an auto body shop in Jamaica Plain, 
Massachusetts, causing $196,000 in damage.  Baez had 
work previously performed at the shop, but was dissatisfied 
and filed a small claims case against the business, but lost.  
Again in 2009, Baez set fire to a commercial and residential 
building in Boston’s Kenmore Square neighborhood, caus-
ing more than $2.7 million in damage.  Baez had been a pa-
tient at Back Bay Dental, which occupied the ground floor 
of the building, but was upset over a billing dispute. The 
upper floors of the building contained residences, and the 
Boston Fire Department had to evacuate one resident using 
a fire ladder. 

In 2010, Baez set fire to a three-family residence in Roslin-
dale, causing more than $200,000 in damage.  Five fire-
fighters were injured battling the blaze and a second-floor 
resident injured his leg when he jumped from a second-
floor porch. A female resident in the third-floor apartment 
had to be evacuated from the building on a fire ladder by 

continued on page 5 
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the Boston Fire Department.  Baez knew three residents of 
the building, and it is believed he had a falling-out with the 
residents over business dealings.

During the sentencing hearing in December of 2012, United 
States District Judge Douglas Woodlock also found Baez 
responsible for setting four additional arson fires.  While 
Baez had not been charged with the other four arson fires, 
Judge Woodlock determined that the government’s evi-
dence was sufficient to prove that, in March of 2006, Baez 
set fire to a hair salon in Jamaica Plain.  As a result of the 
fire, the salon relocated, but eventually returned to its South 
Street location, where it was again the target of another ar-
son in 2009.  Baez previously had dated the owner of the 
hair salon.  Additionally, Judge Woodlock found Baez set 

arson fires in Roslindale on two occasions in 2008, as Baez 
was upset with his former brother-in-law, a resident of both 
locations, over an unpaid loan.  

AUSA Tobin made particular recognition of the investi-
gative efforts of Agent Oppedisano, the lead case agent, 
who spent countless hours gathering evidence and tracking 
Baez’s movements via GPS.  At Baez’s sentencing, Judge 
Woodlock acknowledged the tremendous investigative ef-
forts leading to the arrest and successful prosecution of 
Baez.  Baez was sentenced to 15 years incarceration, more 
than double the recommended guideline, and ordered to pay 
$3.2 million in restitution to the victims of his crimes.  After 
Baez’s release from prison he will be on supervised release 
for five years and be required to adhere to a curfew and 
wear a monitoring device.    

After the conclusion of the case, a group picture of all those in several agencies who contributed.

Back row L-R:  AUSA Stephen Heymann, Mass State Police Capt. Jeanne Stewart, Boston Fire Lt. 
Kevin McCarthy (hidden), Boston Fire Dept Insp. Chris Sloane, Mass State Police Sgt Steve Cun-
ningham (Accelerant K9 Handler), Boston PD Lt. Det. Arthur Torigian, ATF SA Mattheu Kelsch, 
Boston PD Det. Chris Moreno, ASAC Gene Marquez.

Front Row L-R:  Cambridge Fire Dep. Chief Gerard Mahoney, Boston PD Superintendent-in-Chief 
Daniel Linskey, Boston Fire Lt. Hank Sheridan, Cambridge Fire Deputy Chief Michael Morrissey, 
ATF SA Brian Higgins, ATF SA Brian Oppedisano, USA-Boston Carmen Ortiz, AUSA Rob Richard-
son, AUSA David Tobin

(Photo courtesy SA/PIO Debora Seifert)

BOSTON ARSON, from page 4
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On May 14, 2013, Deputy Attorney General James M. 
Cole, ATF Acting Director B. Todd Jones, Deputy Direc-
tor Thomas Brandon, former directors Bradley Buckles 
and Carl Truscott, former deputy directors Patrick Hynes 
and Daniel Hartnett, ATF employees and guests gathered at 
National Headquarters for the 17th Annual ATF Memorial 
Observance.

“National Police Week provides us an excellent opportunity 
to not just pass by the ATF Memorial Wall each morning, 
but to take the time to stop,” said Richard Marianos, Assis-
tant Director (AD) of the Office of Public and Governmen-
tal Affairs, who served as master of ceremonies.  “I urge 
you to take time to read the names and learn the histories 
in the ATF Memorial Kiosk.  This week is our opportunity 
to come together in grateful remembrance, to reaffirm our 
commitment to never forget their service to protect others.”

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the events in Waco, 
Texas, during which ATF lost Special Agent Conway LeB-
leu, Special Agent Todd McKeehan, Special Agent Rob-
ert Williams and Special Agent Steven Willis in a hail of 
gunfire, and many other brave ATF agents were seriously 
wounded.  

“We are truly honored to have several special guests in our 
audience today,” AD Marianos said.  He extended a special 
welcome to Mr. and Mrs. Tony and Jane McKeehan, the 
parents of Special Agent McKeehan, and Ms. Eileen Hen-
drix, his aunt.

Marianos also gave a warm welcome to Special Agent Jef-
frey Kunz, K9 Nash’s handler, and his wife, Kelli.  Last year 
ATF lost Special Response Team (SRT) K9 Nash during an 
operation conducted by SRT 5, the first ATF SRT K9 killed 
in the line of duty.  Special Agent Kunz and K9 Nash par-
ticipated in more than 200 high-risk enforcement operations 
together.

The U.S. Capitol Police Honor Guard presented the colors, 
and Officer Mellissa Gibson sang a beautiful solo of the na-
tional anthem.  The Honor Guard then performed the retreat 
of the colors.

In his invocation, Mr. Warren S. Harding, Jr., ATF GREAT 
Program Training Specialist and a former law enforcement 
officer, asked the audience to pause to honor our brothers 
and sisters who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our 
country.  “Pray that we’ll never forget, and thank them ev-
ery day for their service,” Harding said.

Remembering, Honoring, Memorializing:  ATF’s Annual  
Memorial Observance
By Priscilla B. Glynn, Writer-Editor, Executive Secretariat

The D.C. Police Pipes and Drums then played a moving 
rendition of “Amazing Grace.”

The roll call of the 189 deputy collectors, prohibition 
agents, Treasury investigators, special investigators and 
special agents lost in the line of duty was read by Program 
Analyst Regina Hedgepeth, Special Agent Robert Cekada, 
Special Agent Debbie Livingston, Deputy Assistant Direc-
tor Marvin Richardson, Special Agent Lisa Sanks, Deputy 
Assistant Director Curtis Gilbert, Program Manager Katrina 
Masterson and Special Agent John Hageman.

The roll call was followed by the D.C. Police Pipes and 
Drums playing “Going Home.”

Acting Director Jones then addressed the audience.  “It 
struck me while listening to the roll call of names that no 
other federal agency has lost so many employees in the line 
of duty,” he said.  “What a special agency this is.”

Jones recognized Special Agent John Capano, who was 
killed while protecting his community in December 2011.  
“John is never far from our thoughts and is fondly remem-
bered,” he said.  “I bring this up because each one of those 
189 individuals had a story.  Read and reflect on those indi-
viduals.  Be proud of the fact that we always remember, and 
put into action their dedication.”

Jones observed that not all of the 189 employees that ATF 
and its legacy agencies have lost in the line of duty occurred 
in hostile action:  some died as a result of illnesses or inju-
ries sustained on the job.  “But they still died in the line of 
duty,” he said. 

“In April 1878, Deputy Collector George Stebbins was 
killed by injuries from an accident on his way to work,” 
Jones said.  “His horse suddenly bolted, he was caught in 
the reins, and his weapon discharged.”  Gravely wounded, 
Deputy Collector Stebbins was taken to his boarding house, 
where he later died.  Through the tireless efforts and as-
siduous research of ATF’s historical team, Deputy Collector 
Stebbins has now received the recognition he deserves with 
the addition of his story to the ATF Memorial Kiosk and his 
name to the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
Wall.

Jones asked the audience to remember the dedication and 
sacrifice of Special Agent Kimberly Place, the first woman 
ATF has lost in the line of duty.  Special Agent Place died in 

continued on page 7
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2007 in a tragic automobile accident after the completion of 
a successful operation.  

“We have had 189 people, and one brave K9, killed in the 
line of duty.  Between 1920 and 1935, dozens were cut 
down,” Jones continued.  “Law enforcement has been up-
front and in the news a lot in the past month.  In the Boston 
bombings and the West, Texas, explosion, ATF responded 
quickly.  These events serve as a reminder of the daily chal-
lenges we face in ATF in protecting the public.”

He noted that many law enforcement and public safety or-
ganizations have lost colleagues in the past year, and many 
more names have been added to the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial Wall.  

Jones said that over the years, ATF has worked to make 
sense out of the tragedy of Waco, and apply the lessons 
learned there to keep our people safe.  “Almost daily, SRTs 
go out after the worst of the worst.  It’s more critical now 
than ever that we recognize the dangers faced each day by 
those in law enforcement.  Enforcing the law, and the rule 
of law, come with great danger.  Bravery and courage are 
part of our DNA.  Remember that, and the values we share.”

Deputy Attorney General Cole then took the stage.  “Ob-
servances like this one today remind us of the extraordinary 
spirit of ATF,” he said.  He thanked the family members of 
Special Agent McKeehan, Mr. and Mrs. McKeehan and Ms. 
Hendrix, for attending the ceremony.

Cole also noted that our fellow law enforcement agencies 
have suffered terrible losses in the past year.  “The Boston 
bombings remind us that evil exists in this world.  But in the 
aftermath, we saw the virtues of bravery and humanity in 
the first responders and in other selfless and humane people.

“Patriotism shines through every day in the work you do,” 
he continued.  “K9 Nash—killed in the line of duty—proved 
that he was truly man’s best friend, and his final heroic ac-
tions prevented harm to the special agents.  Our hearts go 
out to his handler, Special Agent Kunz.

“Take time to remember and to grieve.  We do this together 
as one law enforcement family.  We will, as the saying goes, 
never forget,” Cole said.

Mr. Harding than gave an inspirational benediction.  The 
memorial observance concluded with “Taps” played by Re-
tired Sergeant Robert Pasciuto of the U.S. Capitol Police, a 
fitting tribute to ATF’s fallen.

MEMORIAL, from page 6

Through the trees, dappled sunshine lights the ATF memorial. (Photo courtesy Boyd Craun, VIS)
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ATF MEMORIAL OBSERVANCE:  MAY 14, 2013

Special Agents stand post at the memorial to our fallen. (All photos courtesy Boyd Craun, VIS)

Special Agents Deborah Livingston and John Hageman and Program 
Manager Katrina Masterson participated in reading the names of fallen 

ATF agents at the memorial observance. 

Right:
Before the ceremony,
Acting Director Jones 

met with family members 
of SA Todd McKeehan, 

lost at Waco.

Below:
A wreath was laid at the 
memorial on the day of 

the observance. 
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In springtime in the nation’s capital, we at 
ATF collectively turn our minds to an an-
nual event that is bittersweet.  Each May, 
during the week of May 15, we honor those 
men and women who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice with National Police Week-
-the men and women who dedicated every 
day of their lives to duty, public service, 
and protection of the public.

In 1962, President John F. Kennedy pro-
claimed May 15 as National Peace Officers 
Memorial Day, and the week wherein May 
15 falls as National Police Week.  To mark 
the occasion, ATF hosts its annual Memo-
rial Observance, to honor and remember 
those who served with courage, dedication 
and pride.

This year, ATF will honor a very special 
agent:  one who could not speak but com-
municated clearly all the same; one who 
was fearless and committed, and who pos-
sessed the ability to outrun any suspect and 
bring him down alone.

For the first time in Bureau history, ATF 
lost its first Tactical K9 agent in 2012.  
This agent’s name was Nash, and his story 
is unique.

On Tuesday, December 11, 2012, members 
of Special Response Team 5, from Miami, 
Florida, were engaged in an arrest opera-
tion involving four armed and dangerous 
suspects in Berea, South Carolina.  During 
a foot pursuit, K9 Nash was deployed to 
apprehend an armed suspect.  Attempting 
to flee, the suspect shot and killed Nash.

K9 Nash, a seven-year-old Belgian Mali-
nois, was partner to Special Agent Jeffrey 
Kunz and had served as a tactical K9 for 
five years.  

Nash was born at a Malinois breeder in Il-
linois, and then spent two years of his pup-
pyhood in Houston, Texas, with a woman 
who was involved in canine agility training.  After deciding 
that agility training was not suited to Nash, she spoke to a 
friend of hers who had law enforcement contacts to let him 
know that she had a dog in which he might be interested.

Remembering ATF K9 Nash
By Stephanie Forbes, ATF Assistant Historian 

K9 Nash with his partner, SA Jeff Kunz.
(Photo courtesy SA Jeff Perryman)

continued on page 10

Her friend took one look at Nash and knew he would be 
excellent for police work.  Nash ended up in Florida with 
three other candidates for K9 placement.  Jeff Perryman, 
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ATF special agent and manager of the K9 program, selected 
Nash in 2008.

Nash and Special Agent Jeff Kunz began their SRT Canine 
Team basic training in January 2008, at the Federal Law 
Enforcement Training Center in Brunswick, Georgia.  Eight 
weeks later they were certified by the North American Po-
lice Work Dog Association in obedience; tracking; article, 
area and building search; and aggression control.  SA Kunz, 
as a first time K9 handler, was impressed by Nash’s natural 
expertise and ability to perform his duties.  He was able to 
teach Nash to respond to commands in English rather than 
German.

In addition to being a tactical K9, off duty Nash was very 
much a member of the Kunz family.  Agent Kunz, his wife 
and son, and a civilian Golden Retriever, made up the com-
ponents of Nash’s pack.   He was especially close to Mrs. 
Kunz; it was not unusual to find him cuddled up with her on 
the sofa while she watched television, or sleeping all night 
on the foot of their son’s bed.  Nash also loved to romp and 
swim with the family Retriever, as well as accompany SA 
Kunz during his exercise workouts – running together kept 
them both fit and  trim.  For playtime, Nash loved to tussle 
with his tug toy, and his favorite treat was Zukes Power 
Bones.  When not sprawled on his back snoozing on the 
sofa, Nash liked to nap in the back yard in a self-made dug-
out beneath a small palm tree.

Here are a few of Nash’s accomplishments:  

• Nash was involved in more than 200 high-risk enforce-
ment operations.

Police Animals and the Law

In many jurisdictions, the intentional injuring or killing of a police dog is a felony, subject-
ing the perpetrator to harsher penalties than those in the statutes embodies in local animal 
cruelty laws, just as an assault on a human police officer is often a more serious offense 
than the same assault on a non-officer.   According to 18 U.S.C. § 1368(a), harming ani-
mals used in law enforcement, whoever willfully and maliciously harms a police animal, 
or attempts or conspires to do so, shall be fined under this title and imprisoned not more 
than 1 year.  If the offense permanently disables or disfigures the animal, or causes seri-
ous bodily injury or to the death of the animal, the maximum term of imprisonment shall 
be 10 years.  It further states in 18 U.S.C. § 1368(b), the term “police animal” means a dog 
employed by a Federal agency (whether in the executive, legislative or judicial branch) for 
the principal purpose of aiding in the detection of criminal activity, enforcement of laws, or 
apprehension of criminal offenders.

NASH, from page 9 

• Nash independently apprehended seven violent criminals 
who were fleeing from arrest.

• Nash and SA Kunz were the first K9 team in ATF’s his-
tory to fast-rope from a Blackhawk helicopter into a target 
location.

•  In 2011, K9 Nash and Special Agent Kunz received the 
ATF Hostile Action Medal Group Award for a shooting in-
cident in Dallas, Texas.  Nash took the lead in defusing this 
volatile situation, and was instrumental in the surrender and 
arrest of the shooter.

•  In 2011, Nash was featured on the CBS News Sunday 
Morning program in a profile entitled Pooches that Protect 
the Public.  In the segment,  Nash demonstrated aggression 
control techniques used by dogs in law enforcement.

•  As a duly sworn federal agent, Nash wore his gold ATF 
badge (number 62) suspended from his collar.

It would be easy to say that K9 Nash was just a police dog, 
and that he was a good family pet.  A successful police dog 
must possess a balanced combination of specific traits such 
as intelligence, confidence and obedience.   Nash demon-
strated time and again his adeptness for police work, but he 
was also a beloved member of the Kunz family.  He was a 
partner, and a friend.   His service and ultimate sacrifice will 
long be remembered by the members of SRT 5.  Nash will 
live forever in the hearts of those who loved him.  
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continued on page 12

The February issue of Inside ATF introduced us to SA Karen 
Evanoski’s investigation into the extremely violent crimes 
committed by the Harvey Hustlers and their Murder Squad.  
Karen’s investigation was developed in significant part as a 
result of the dedicated NIBIN work done by the Jefferson 
Parish Sheriff’s Office (JPSO).

Recently, I had the opportunity visit the JPSO and learn 
more about how they manage crimes scenes and use NIBIN.  
Driving up to the newly constructed, very high-tech build-
ing, one easily can visually determine this parish devotes 
its resources to providing the best when it comes to solving 
crime.  Sergeant Dave Spera and Colonel Tim Scanlan gave 
me an overview of their firearms lab, and by the end of my 
visit, I understood what streamlining for efficiency means 
in practical terms and how the JPSO focus improves their 
investigations and shortens the time in which they are able 
to solve violent crime.

“They are kinda like CSI”

During my visit, it occurred to me that these highly trained 
Firearms Examiners, who are also law enforcement offi-
cers, are both “geeky scientists” and “street cops”.  I noticed 
the similarities of their positions to those we commonly see 
portrayed on TV in shows.  Indeed, Jefferson Parish (JP) 
Firearms Examiners are scientists as well as street cops and 
in that sense they are “kinda” just like CSI. 

Every NIBIN-trained Firearms Examiner in Jefferson Par-
ish is required to be a Police Officer Standards and Training 
(POST)-certified and sworn law enforcement officer.  And 
they work as both, all the time.  Jene Rauch, Elizabeth King 
and Linda Tran are all deputies with NIBIN responsibilities, 
but none work NIBIN full-time. This may seem counterpro-
ductive, but it actually works quite well.

This cross-pollination of responsibilities allows the JP “dep-
uty examiners” (my term of art) to go out to crime scenes 
at the initial stages of the investigation.  Deputy examiners 
retrieve evidence at the scene - they don’t wait for it to be 
brought to them.  And, on scene, crime scene technicians 
defer to the Firearms Examiners in matters relating to the 
collection of ballistics evidence. 

Immediately after collecting the ballistics evidence, the 
deputy examiners return to the lab and process it.  This 
streamlined process for handling ballistics evidence pro-

Geeky Scientist to Street Cop:  
How the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office Streamlines NIBIN 
for Efficiency
By Elizabeth D. Chatelain, Division Counsel, New Orleans Field Division

vides several benefits – it improves communication amongst 
the investigators; reduces the turnaround time for matches, 
making crime solving quicker; and provides the prosecutors 
with a more cohesive witness lineup, reducing their burden 
both before and during trial. 

The value of a quick turnaround time on ballistics evidence 
processing cannot be overstated… and by quick I mean real-
ly quick...JP processes ballistics evidence on average within 
24-48 hours of arrival on the crime scene…and sometimes 
preliminary results are obtained before the evidence tape is 
down.

JP has streamlined evidence processing and particularly 
NIBIN hits through a thoughtful approach which includes 
expediently processing evidence, collocating labs and com-
municating with all facets of the criminal justice system.

Expediently Processing Evidence: What 24-48 
hour turnaround means to an investigator

As opposed to many NIBIN labs where property is placed 
into central property and evidence is assigned “cold” to an 
examiner who has no knowledge of the significance of the 
evidence, JPSO deputy examiners, through their unique 
approach to evidence collection and ballistics processing, 
proudly boast a 24-48 hour turn around for ballistics evi-
dence.  They approach each case with a focus on how to 
best serve the particular investigation. And these facts are 
nothing short of amazing and is an astonishingly useful in-
vestigative tool.

Every examiner I met confirms their first priority is to pro-
cess the ballistics evidence as quickly as possible while 
remaining scientifically sound.  Why?  Because providing 
investigators a quick response as to any matches allows 
them to more quickly solve crime.  Investigators armed with 
immediate ballistics matches are able to interview suspects 
with specific knowledge of connections to other crimes.  
Patterns and associations are quickly identified and the evi-
dence from the scenes can assist a detective in developing 
a clearer picture of what happened…even down to which 
group was shooting at the other.

One example of the value to investigators resulting from 
JPSO’s streamlined NIBIN process occurred shortly before 
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my visit.  An early morn-
ing shooting resulted in a 5 
a.m. callout.  Deputies Jene 
Rauch and Elizabeth King 
were part of the investi-
gative team called to the 
scene.  While the shooting 
reconstruction was being 
completed by Jene, Eliza-
beth was at that lab enter-
ing ballistics evidence into 
NIBIN and matching cas-
ing from the crime scene to 
the suspect firearms.  That 
information was then im-
mediately handed over to 
investigators, who had it 
by the time they were con-
ducting their preliminary 
interviews. 

The Value of a Collo-
cated Lab

An integral part of the 
JPSO’s streamlining goal 
for efficiency is having all 
evidence processing com-
ponents collocated…in 
fact they are all in the same building.  The lab, latent finger-
prints and the firearms sections all work together on eviden-
tiary items in quick unison.  For instance, when Elizabeth 
returned after the recent shooting, the firearms that needed 
to be tested for ballistics matches were processed within 
minutes for latent fingerprint.  Matches were immediately 
relayed to investigators who had more background infor-
mation.  The “real time” turn around of this information is 
often invaluable to an investigating deputy.  In the case Jene 
and I spoke of, within 8 hours of the first shots fired, 21 cas-
ings, 3 firearms and multiple projectiles were processed and 
the results were in the hands of investigators…just like TV.  
When they correlated the results on their NIBIN chart, they 
discovered that the evidence recovered was tied to 50 other 
cases that involved 59 firearms and hundreds of pieces of 
ballistics evidence.  Astonishing!

Communicating With Everyone

Col. Scanlon showed me a recent investigation on a NIBIN 
chart the deputy examiners developed and continually up-
date.  He explained that part of what makes JPSO’s use of 
NIBIN information valuable is how they share the informa-
tion developed. 

Examiners provide “real time” responses to crime scenes 
and quick turnaround on evidence found at scenes.  Within 
the lab, information is shared almost instantaneously.  Re-
sults are immediately pushed out to the investigators.

After delivery of the information to the case investigators, 
the deputy examiners continue to document correlations, 
produce charts, review other related investigations and ad-
vise investigative teams with details of connected evidence 
and other related crime scenes.  This improves the investi-
gator’s ability to more quickly identify offenders, their as-
sociations and potential witnesses.

But, they aren’t finished yet!  The Criminal Intelligence 
Center then adds in information related to scenes they de-
velop.  The charts are sent to all four district stations so that 
every deputy, not just those associated with specific crime 
scenes investigations, can review them and familiarize 
themselves with what is happening throughout the parish. 

And to complete their strategy of sharing information, the 
charts containing criminal intelligence and ballistics links 
are presented at bi-weekly briefings where JPSO and oth-

JPSO Deputies Linda Tran, Emily Barrios (in training) and Jene Rauch
process ballistics evidence.

(Photo courtesy Elizabeth Chatelain)

continued on page 13

JPSO, from page 11



Inside ATF • 13

er law enforcement agencies, such as ATF, Probation and 
Parole and the FBI, are working together to reduce violent 
crime.  Col. Scanlan knows first-hand that when informa-
tion is shared in all these different ways, the deputy examin-
ers are truly working to increase law enforcement’s ability 
to connect and solve crime.  

Col. Tim Scanlan explains effective communication.
(Photo courtesy Elizabeth Chatelain)

How the JPSO can take 
it to the next level

Despite their speedy turn-
around, accuracy and com-
munication, Sgt. Spera and 
Col. Scanlan are adamant 
that the JP Firearms Exam-
iner’s Lab can take it to the 
next level.  Wondering what 
that would mean, I asked…

Improvement for the JPSO 
would come in the form 
of new equipment and in-
creased overtime.  Present-
ly assigned a 2D Heritage 
system manufactured in the 
1990s, the JPSO is literally 
doing 21st century work 
with a 20th century ma-
chine.  The Heritage equip-
ment allows examiners to 
alter certain variables when 
inputting images.  This 
slows the speed at which 
matches can be confirmed. 

Brass TRAX-3D and 
Matchpoint Plus are on 
their wish list.  These sys-
tems would allow the JPSO 
deputy examiners to control 
the input, provide better im-
ages for comparison and 
ultimately render them able 
to provide accurate correla-
tions more quickly.  For an 
office as streamlined as the 
JPSO crime lab, this is one 
goal they want to achieve.

Emily Barrios recently 
moved to JPSO after work-
ing with another area po-
lice department that had the 
Brass TRAX-3D system 

JPSO wants.  Emily explained the practical benefit of hav-
ing the 3D system over the 2D system.  While both are good, 
and certainly any is better than none, Emily knows first-
hand that improved image quality allows for closer matches 
to be returned which reduces the time an examiner spends 

continued on page 14

JPSO, from page 12
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JPSO, from page 13

verifying matches.  She, like her new co-workers, eagerly 
anticipates the day JPSO is offered a 3D image system.

Matchpoint Plus, another system on their list, would al-
low examiners to review and enter cases simultaneously.  
Matchpoint Plus would further the JPSO’s ability to process 
more evidence more quickly.

And lastly, when questioned about what would make their 
lab even more effective, it was clear that additional work 
would allow them to proactively “attack” the various NIB-
IN charge and truly leave no stone unturned….And what 
does that take...overtime!  It is an understatement to say that 

these are fiscally tight times.  But spending money to have 
the right people address the right problems can never be a 
bad choice.  So with fingers crossed, they wait.

A lot to be proud about

For many years now ATF has partnered with state and local 
law enforcement to improve investigations involving vio-
lent crime.  A significant part of those efforts include the 
NIBIN program.  The Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office is a 
stellar example of how one office has used NIBIN efficient-
ly to impact violent crime by streamlining the collection 
and processing of evidence and insuring all stakeholders 
have the information…and that is a lot to be proud about!

Deputy Jene Rauch, Sgt. Dave Spera, Deputies Elizabeth King, Emily Barrios and Linda Tran,
and Col. Tim Scanlon of the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office.

(Photo courtesy Elizabeth Chatelain)

An infamous city…

This City has earned a reputation.  There are many articles written about my hometown and many focus on our own brand of 
New Orleans crime.  With a population of approximately 350,000, we consistently average about 200 murders a year.  The 
NOPD has fewer than 20 homicide detectives.  While newspapers may sensationalize the City violence by blasting frighten-
ing headlines that suggest that law enforcement has simply not been able to make an impact on violent crime, nothing could 
be further from the truth. 

Every Casing Tells A Story...And NIBIN Is the Storyteller
By Elizabeth D. Chatelain, Division Counsel, New Orleans Field Division

continued on page 15
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Four Louisiana natives discuss NIBIN in New 
Orleans

On a sunny, warm typical day, I had the pleasure of being 
introduced by ATF SA Joe Frank to New Orleans Firearms 
Examiner Meredith Acosta, who is assigned to the NOPD 
Crime lab.  We were introduced at Liuzza’s, a local restau-
rant bordering the fairgrounds racetrack.  Over steaming 
bowls of gumbo, Meredith, along with Police Officer Marc 
Boudreau, Joe and I discussed NIBIN in New Orleans.  As 
we four Louisiana natives who have dedicated our careers 
to crimefighting talked, I learned what NIBIN truly means 

to local law enforcement and how signifi-
cant this tool that ATF provides to local law 
enforcement departments is to investiga-
tions involving violent gun crime. 

I learned about what it takes to be a Firearms 
Examiner.  Examiners Acosta and Boudreau 
completed ATF’s two-year certification pro-
gram before they could even begin making 
matches.  During the certification program, 
they spent one year in school which was fol-
lowed by a one-year apprenticeship.  The 
day Meredith Acosta completed her training 
and returned to New Orleans, the city expe-
rienced one of the worst crimes to date:  a 
school shooting at a local high school.  On 
that fateful day, April 14, 2003, two men 
entered school grounds on the John Mc-
Donough High School campus armed with 
an AK-47 and a semi-automatic pistol.  One student was 
shot 20 times in front of more than 100 witnesses, three 
were wounded and a pregnant student was trampled in the 
stampede of students running to avoid injury.  Acosta’s ca-
reer with NIBIN began, literally, with a bang.

NOPD, from page 14 After lunch Meredith and Marc took me to their office.  I 
toured the NOPD NIBIN lab and learned how they review 
and make matches.  The impact NIBIN has on identifying 
criminals and connecting apparent random acts of violence 
together is nothing short of amazing.  As we talked, they 
patiently showed me the intricacies of the system, how they 
apply their training and analytical skills and issue opinions 
on potential matches. I could not help but wonder...how can 
any law enforcement office do without this training and 
equipment?

Are you all in…to NIBIN?

One of the main issues Meredith impressed upon me is the 
need for every officer to understand that ev-
ery crime gun and every piece of ballistics 
evidence needs to be entered.  A firearm re-
covered from a non-violent encounter has 
the potential to be overlooked by officers 
who do not understand the value of input-
ting everything.  When that happens, poten-
tial connections to crimes are lost.  At the 
NOPD, Meredith and Marc work to make 
sure everyone in the NOPD understands 
this and is indeed “all in” when it comes to 
NIBIN. 

Meredith puts it best:  “Sometimes the small 
crimes end up leading you to the big crim-
inals”.  Meredith gave me an example:  A 

911 caller reports shots fired, giving a description of the 
license plate on the truck and the person driving away from 
the scene.  Casings are recovered and run through NIBIN.  
Months later a homicide occurs.  The casings or firearms 

Officer Marc Boudreau test fires a crime gun for ballistic
evidence.  (Photo courtesy Elizabeth Chatelain)

Officers Meredith Acosta and Marc Boudreaux examine a po-
tential match.  (Photo courtesy Elizabeth Chatelain)

continued on page 16
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are recovered, but no leads to potential suspects exist.  After 
the ballistics evidence is entered in NIBIN, a match pro-
vides a link to the vehicle and driver reported in the 911 
call.  An investigation that could have been a dead end is 
off and running. 

Reaching 1000 hits!!

In the past few weeks, the NOPD has reached 1,000 match-
es confirmed.  This benchmark is something few small cit-
ies like New Orleans make.  More commonly, such num-
bers are found in larger metropolitan areas.  A tribute to 
their dedicated efforts, this is a proud achievement for the 
NOPD.  Interestingly, match number 1000 was made on a 

case that is being worked jointly by the NOPD and ATF as 
part of their gang task force.  This is truly a real-life ex-
ample of how partnering works to solve extremely violent 
crime plaguing our communities. 

The Best Kind of Storyteller

NIBIN’s power to connect random acts of violence to find 
and identify shooters, gangs and loosely knit gangs has be-
come routine and astonishingly rewarding.  Although New 
Orleans had nearly 400 people shot and 200 murders in 
2012, intelligence and good old police work has shown that 
a small group of shooters are responsible for a large per-
centage of these shootings.  It is these revelations that prove 
what every Firearms Examiners understands…every casing 
has a story and NIBIN is the storyteller. 

On May 15, 2013, several employees of the St. Paul Field Division received the Organized Crime 
Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF)-Midwest Region Case of the Year Award for the OCDETF 
Operation Malverde investigation initiated by case agent Jayme Syversen.  (See the December 2012 
issue of Inside ATF for a complete description of the case.)  The event was held at the U.S. At-
torney’s Office in Minneapolis. Several other agency investigative participants also received this 
coveted award.  Pictured are SA Jayme Syversen, ATF OCDETF Coordinator Jeff Maggard, SA Rob 
Almgren, and Asset Forfeiture Investigator Jim Lindquist. (Photo courtesy SA/PIO Robert Schmidt)

Operation Malverde is OCDETF “Case of the Year”
By SA/PIO Robert Schmidt, St. Paul Field Division

NOPD, from page 15
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The Atlanta Field Division is committed to embracing the 
diverse culture within the State of Georgia.  Investigative 
Analyst (IA) Robin Barnwell-Burton has worked tirelessly 
in ensuring that monthly diversity programs are celebrated 
within the Division.  Additionally, Industry Operations In-
vestigator William Gettis has been designated as the Afri-
can American Special Emphasis Program Manager and is 
instrumental in forming the Savannah Interagency Diver-
sity Committee.

February – Black History Month

On February 27, 2013, IA Barnwell-Burton, in conjunction 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the U.S. 
Government Accountability Office (GAO), presented a 
Black History Month Program to pay tribute to generations 
of African Americans who struggled to obtain freedom and 
equality.  

The program included musical performances by the Inman 
Middle School Eagle Jazz Band under the direction of Ar-
nessa Woods and the Shiloh High School Choir under the 
direction of Craig Johnson.  Reverend Willie M. Bolden, 
who has a long career in civic leadership and involvement 
with community activities and groups, was the guest speak-
er.  Reverend Bolden became a part of the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference where he served in various ca-
pacities under the leadership of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and Reverend Ralph David Abernathy.  Reverend Bolden 
shared personal accounts of struggles he, Dr. King, Rever-

Month by Month, Atlanta Field Division Embraces Diversity
By IOI/PIO Regina Milledge, Atlanta Field Division

end Abernathy, and other African Americans faced during 
the Civil Rights Movement.

The theme of the program was “At the Crossroads of Free-
dom and Equality” and commemorated the 150th Anniver-
sary of the 1863 Emancipation Proclamation and the 50th 
Anniversary of the 1963 March on Washington.  Special 
Agent in Charge (SAC) Christopher C. Shaefer made a 
special appearance prior to his official report date in the 
Atlanta Field Division to provide closing remarks during 
the program.  The program culminated with the singing of 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing”, often referred to as the African 
American National Anthem.

March – Women’s History Month

On March 28, 2013, Investigative Analyst Robin Barnwell-
Burton in conjunction with FBI presented a Women’s His-
tory Month program with the theme “Women Inspiring In-
novation Through Imagination” to celebrate the outstanding 
accomplishments of women in the fields of science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics.

Dr. Wendy L. Wright was the guest speaker for the program.  
Dr. Wright is the Medical Director of the Neuroscience In-
tensive Care Unit at Emory University Hospital Midtown, 
and an Associate Professor of Neurology and Neurosur-
gery at Emory University School of Medicine.  In January 

Reverend Willie M. Bolden speaks during 2013 
Black History Program, sponsored by

ATF Atlanta, FBI and GAO.
(Photo courtesy IOI/PIO Regina Milledge)

Dr. Wendy L. Wright (right) after her presenta-
tion, with Women’s History Month Program 

Coordinator IA Robin Barnwell-Burton.  
(Photo courtesy IOI/PIO Regina Milledge)

continued on page 18
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2013, Dr. Wright 
was inducted into 
the Academy of 
Critical Medicine, 
earning the title 
of Fellow of Criti-
cal Care Medicine 
(FCCM).

Dr. Wright has 
made many ap-
pearances on 
CNN, CNN In-
ternational, CNN 
Headline News, 
and ABC News.  
She gave an edu-
cational and in-
formative video 
presentation re-
garding the his-
tory of women in 
the fields of sci-
ence, technology, 
engineering and 
mathematics which 
was well received 
by all in atten-
dance.  

April – Holo-
caust History 
Month

On April 24, 2013, 
IA Barnwell-Bur-
ton, in conjunction 
with the FBI, pre-
sented a Holocaust 
History Month 
program in honor 
of Holocaust vic-
tims.  The theme 
of the program 
was “Days of Re-
membrance for the 
Victims of the Ho-
locaust”.

Two dynamic guest 
speakers captivated the audience, Bill Nigut – 2013 Hu-
manitarian of the Year Award Recipient and Murray Lynn 
– Holocaust Survivor.  Mr. Nigut is the Southeast Regional 

DIVERSITY, from page 17

Dr. Wendy L. Wright after her presentation, with (left-right):  
ASAC Aladino Ortiz, ASAC Ray Brown, SAC Christopher C. Shaefer, 

and DIO G. Jeanette Compton.  
(Photo courtesy IOI/PIO Regina Milledge)

Holocaust Survivor Murray Lynn with (left-right): 
SAC Christopher C. Shaefer, IA Robin Barnwell-Burton,
FBI IA Yolanda Lee, and FBI Supervisor Dan Morrison.  

(Photo courtesy IOI/PIO Regina Milledge)

continued on page 19



Inside ATF • 19

ties and events that promote Asian Pacific cultural aware-
ness.

ATF investigative analysts, industry operations investiga-
tors, and special agents staffed a booth where handouts were 
provided and questions were addressed regarding the mis-
sion of ATF.  SAC Christopher Shaefer and both Assistant 
Special Agents in Charge (ASAC), Ray Brown and Aldino 
Ortiz, were present during the festival.

Asian Pacific Heritage awareness was celebrated during 
the festival through local Asian food trucks and restaurants; 
cultural performances to include Chinese ribbon dance, 
martial arts demonstrations and Taiko drums; a fashion 
show including designs by Asian American designers; and 
a silent auction.

Savannah Interagency Diversity Committee

On May 10, 2013, African American Special Emphasis Pro-
gram Manager William Gettis, an Industry Operations In-
vestigator in the Savannah Satellite Office, initiated the first 
meeting of the Savannah Interagency Diversity Committee.  
The meeting was held in the ATF Savannah Field Office 
and included representatives from ATF, FBI, DEA, U.S. At-
torney’s Office, U.S. Customs & Border Protection, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Armstrong Atlantic State University, and Sa-
vannah State University.  The U.S. Corps of Engineers and 
General Services Administration joined the committee sub-
sequent to the initial meeting. The committee was formed to 
bring agencies together as one collective group to discuss, 
plan, and celebrate diversity programs in the Savannah area.  

The committee 
will meet once a 
month and will 
work to plan 
events at local col-
leges and universi-
ties that will allow 
students to attend 
as committee rep-
resentatives, to 
educate the stu-
dents on the vari-
ous occupations 
within the Federal 
government.  The 
committee will 
address diversity 
issues in the Fed-
eral government as 
well as Savannah 
and the surround-
ing areas.

DIVERSITY, from page 18

SAC Christopher C. Shaefer joins FBI ASAC Eric W. Sporre in making a special 
presentation to APCA.  (Photo courtesy IOI/PIO Regina Milledge)

Director of the Anti-Defamation League, an international 
organization dedicated to fighting the bigotry toward Jew-
ish people and to securing justice and fair treatment for all.  
He shared the struggles as a result of differential treatment 
which Jewish people suffer within society.

Mr. Murray Lynn is a Holocaust survivor born in Bilke, 
Hungary.  Mr. Lynn provided a personal and emotional ac-
count of the oppression he, his family and others suffered 
during the Holocaust through a moving video presentation.  
In 1942, at the age of twelve years old, the Hungarian po-
lice burst into his home and arrested his father.  Mr. Lynn 
later discovered that his father and other Jewish leaders ar-
rested that night were forced to dig their own mass grave, 
into which they were shot.  Mr. Lynn and his family were 
deported two years later to Auschwitz-Birkenau, where his 
mother and three brothers were immediately taken to be 
murdered in the gas chamber while Mr. Lynn was forced to 
work twelve-hour days in construction sites.  He was later 
evacuated with other prisoners and forced on a death march 
lasting many weeks where over half perished along the way.  
Mr. Lynn was liberated by American forces in April, 1945 at 
the age of fifteen in a semi-comatose condition.

May – Asian Pacific Heritage Month

On May 21, 2013, IA Barnwell-Burton arranged for ATF 
representation in conjunction with FBI as part of the Asian 
Heritage Festival held by Asian Pacific Islanders for Pro-
fessional and Community Advancement (APCA).  APCA 
is a non-profit organization within the technology company 
AT&T which focuses on supporting local community chari-
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ATF Medics Provide Tactical Medical Training to 
Nassau County, New York, Law Enforcement
By SA Joshua Knapp, Project Officer, Operational Medical Support Program

“Unique among federal law enforcement, ATF agents have 
the innate ability to establish relationships with police of-
ficers and detectives who get the job done on the street,” 
stated Charles Smith, the Chief of ATF’s Special Operations 
Division.  On March 25 and 26, 2013, this ATF strength was 
again demonstrated, this time in Nassau County, New York.  
What started in June 2012 as a conversation between an 
ATF special agent medic and a Nassau County Police De-
partment (PD) Bureau of Special Operations (BSO) SWAT 
team sergeant resulted in a well-received tactical medical 
training for BSO as well as Nassau County PDs Emergency 
Services Unit (ESU) personnel. 

ATFs Operational Medical Support Program, more com-
monly known as the medic program, has a memorandum 
of agreement (MOA) with Nassau County PD’s Emergency 
Ambulance Bureau (EAB).  This memorandum allows spe-
cial agent medics to participate in week-long clinical rota-
tions with EAB personnel.  Each year, some ATF special 
agent medics work on EAB’s ambulances; this allows the 
medics to improve their clinical skills.  Nassau County PD’s 
EAB is the primary provider of emergency medical services 
for the citizens of and visitors to Nassau County, which has 
a population of 1.3 million. 

The format involved a one-day course which was given to 
different groups on two consecutive days.  This allowed a 
maximum number of personnel to attend without compro-
mising unit coverage in the field.  It filled a critical need, 
as BSO/ESU personnel haven’t had tactical medical train-
ing for an extended period.  Each training day began with 

two ATF special agent medics conducting a short lecture on 
Tactical Combat Casualty Care (TCCC).  TCCC is the De-
partment of Defense’s medical model for trauma care on the 
battlefield.  TCCC techniques are easily adaptable to law 

enforcement tactical operations, as many of the 
same challenges are present.  ATF’s special agent 
medics have followed this medical model for six 
years.  ATF’s Special Response Team (SRT) oper-
ators and crisis negotiators received TCCC train-
ing during fiscal year 2012, and they continue to 
practice the skills and techniques during training 
sessions each quarter.  ATF special agents receive 
similar training in the ATF Academy through 
the Trauma Medicine for Special Agents course 
(TMSA).  Field agents receive the TMSA course 
periodically as part of their division tactical fire-
arms training.  The TMSA is taught by the divi-
sion’s special agent medic.    

Once the lecture and tabletop skills practice con-
cluded, the BSO operators transitioned to sce-
narios.  BSO/ESU operators were put into realis-
tic scenarios where role player(s) functioning as 
wounded undercover officers were suffering from 
potentially fatal wounds.  The BSO/ESU operators 
had to conduct a rescue of the undercover officer, 
provide life-preserving treatment and ultimately 
extract the undercover officer to an EAB tactical 

“We realize that the healthy ex-
change of ideas and philoso-
phies not only make us all more 
knowledgeable and efficient at 
what we do, but also that our ac-
tions could possibly save a life 
someday.”

SAC Joseph Anarumo

Nassau County BSO/ESU operators apply a tourniquet to 
a role player with a simulated gunshot wound.
(Photo courtesy SA Christopher Felski, SOD-ESF 13) continued on page 21
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ATFAR 2013 Convention
By Neta Rice, ATFAR Executive Director

Phoenix SAC
Tom Atteberry
was a
guest speaker
at the banquet.
(Photo
courtesy
Neta Rice)

The ATF Association of Retirees met in Scottsdale, Arizo-
na, from April 15 through April 19 for their annual conven-
tion.  Hosting this exciting event were Mickey and Marilyn 
Veich, Jim and Barbara Reeves, Tom Velie and Ann Ross.  
Scottsdale was a perfect place as we had wonderful weath-
er, lots of things to do – some of us even got in a game of 
golf at the Silverado Golf Course. Beautiful, thanks Jim, 
you did great.

From Day One the hospitality room was stocked with great 
food, drinks and conversation.  We even had a catered meal.  
For desserts, everyone looked to Ann Ross.  She kept a 
steady supply of great brownies, cookies, etc. coming each 
day.  Ask about the lemon cookies!  

On Tuesday we had a special guest, Don Logan.  He was 
the victim of an ATF case involving a mail bombing.  He 
has written a book and travels around speaking about his 
experience.  The ATF agent who investigated the case was 
on hand for questions. He shared with us his ordeal and les-
sons learned from such a horrible crime.

I missed the trip to the ghost town of Goldfield, but from 
all accounts it was a roaring success.  Lots of food, music 
and shows.  Afterwards, everyone headed for the hospitality 
room to discuss their day.  

Deputy Director Tom Brandon sent a letter to all the attend-
ees. Guest speakers for the banquet were SAC Tom Atte-
berry of Phoenix and DIO Mark Williams.  Both had great 
things to tell the retirees about what ATF is doing now and 

has accomplished over the last year.   All of the retirees ap-
preciate the job that ATF is tasked with, and love to be kept 
up to date on their many accomplishments.  Also, ASAC 
Fred Milanowski came over from Phoenix a couple of times 
during the reunion. He visited with as many people as he 
could and they totally enjoyed having him on hand.  

One of the big deals each year is deciding on a site for the 
next year’s convention.  I was getting emails and texts even 
before I got back home from people who were unable to 
attend Scottsdale wanting to know where we would be in 
2014.  Looking forward to Charleston, South Carolina, for 
2014!  

medic.  The scenarios forced the BSO/ESU operators to 
perform vital life-preserving skills under stress, while they 
were functioning in an unsecured tactical environment.  In 
each scenario, ATF special agent medics functioned as the 
role players, while EAB tactical medics served as instruc-
tors.  The EAB tactical medic’s role as instructor was to 
guide the BSO/ESU operator through the scenario, provide 
training aids as needed and critique the performance of the 
operator providing medical care.  Several special agents 
from ATF’s New York Field Division also functioned as 
role players each day.  

At the end of each day, all NCPD officers who partici-
pated thoroughly enjoyed the training and felt much was 

learned.  The BSO/ESU operators were especially happy 
with the emphasis on practical knowledge and scenarios.  
All involved benefitted from the subject matter experts on 
site from ATF’s medic program, EAB tactical medics, and 
BSO/ESU tactical instructors.  “Not only were BSO/ESU 
personnel taught vital medical skills, the entire New York 
Field Division benefitted from this training,” said Special 
Agent in Charge Joseph Anarumo.  “ATF takes great pride 
in establishing and fostering strong relationships with coun-
ty, city and state law enforcement agencies throughout the 
country.  We realize that the healthy exchange of ideas and 
philosophies not only make us all more knowledgeable and 
efficient at what we do, but also that our actions could pos-
sibly save a life someday.  I am pleased to see that the ATF 
and the NCPD took this training so seriously, and know that 
the benefits will be evident for years to come.”

MEDICS, from page 20
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On May 6, 2013, Special Agent Jim Walsh of the Grand Rapids Field Office, Detroit Field Division, was awarded the Arson 
Investigation of the Year award by the Michigan Arson Prevention Committee.  This case was initiated in early 2009.  The 
massive case involved approximately 200 interviews, 242 ROIs (to date), and 22 polygraphs completed.  The fires occurred 
at investment/rental properties in Muskegon Heights, Norton Shores, and Grand Haven in Michigan, and Gary, Indiana.   

Gerald Singer is a well-known businessman and landlord in the Muskegon, Michigan, area. Many of the arson fires oc-
curred at rental/investment properties that Singer was selling on land contract.  Singer developed a modus operandi of “sell-
ing” dilapidated properties to young people who had very limited financial means.  Often, these “sales” occurred with no 
money down and a “closing” occurring at a notary’s home office chosen by Gerald Singer.  Singer often had land contract 
purchasers sign a quitclaim deed at the time of closing, and Singer’s notary left the date blank.  If a problem arose with a 
purchaser, Singer would date and file the quitclaim deed, then take the property back.  When one young woman who had 
made a substantial down payment and more than three years’ worth of mortgage payments on her home refused to go along 
with Singer’s plan to burn it down, Singer used this tactic against her.

In September 2011, a Federal Grand Jury for the Western District of Michigan returned a fifteen-count indictment charging 
Singer with numerous violations of federal law including Federal arson violations, mail fraud, and tax evasion.  Subse-
quently, he was found guilty on 11 counts of the indictment.  A sentencing hearing is scheduled for August 21, 2013.

Awardees at the ceremony (left-right):  IRS SA Adam Billmeier, ATF SA Jim Walsh, Farm Bureau 
SIU Brad Johnson, Muskegon Heights (MI) Chief of Fire Department Chris Dean, Stephen Willison 

(Willison and Hemler law firm),  Farm Bureau SIU Wayne Delow, James LaBuhn, Executive Director 
of Michigan Arson Prevention Committee.  (Photo courtesy SA/PIO Donald Dawkins)

ATF Agent Honored for Investigating Serial Arsonist
By SA/PIO Donald Dawkins, Detroit Field Division
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Beat the Heat:  How to Prevent Heat Stress in the Workplace
By Sunithi Kuruppu, MSW, ATF Employee Assistance Program
Business Health Solutions

Heat stress is one of the most commonly overlooked workplace hazards.  Heat stress 
is often considered a seasonal problem, associated with employees working outside 
in the hot summer sun. However, it can be found throughout the workplace at any 
time of year. The need for employees and supervisors to be aware and prepared for 
hot and sticky situations becomes a workplace priority.

Heat stress is a serious problem that can affect all variet-
ies of employees on the job. It is not only dangerous to the 
employee’s health, but to fellow employees as well because 
the victim may be unable to perform job duties in a safe 
manner.

What is Heat Stress?

Heat stress occurs when the body’s means of controlling 
its internal temperature starts to fail. There are several fac-
tors that may reduce one’s tolerance to heat stress, such as 
chronic illnesses, obesity, alcohol use, drug use, and tempo-
rary illnesses such as the flu.

Although tolerance to heat stress will vary from person to 
person, heat stress will generally decrease an employee’s 
judgment and workmanship. When an employee is sub-
jected to sustained levels of heat stress, the real problems 
begin. The potential for accidents and the likelihood of the 
employee sustaining heat-related illnesses increase.

Symptoms of Heat Stress

Some warning signs that you or a coworker may be experi-
encing heat stress are:

• Hot, dry skin

• Profuse sweating

• Chills

• Dizziness and confusion

• Muscle cramps

Sources of Heat Stress

Some common factors associated with heat stress include:

• Temperature

• Humidity

• Movement of air

• Radiant temperature

• Clothing

• Physical activity

In addition, the level of stress an individual faces can also be 
contributed to personal characteristics such as age, weight, 
fitness, medical condition, and acclimatization to the heat.

Adjusting to Heat Stress

Your body can adjust to working in a warm environment 
through a process referred to as acclimatization. Acclimati-
zation is the process of gradually increasing the amount of 
time you spend working in a hot environment.

This gradual increase allows your body to properly adjust 
to the heat. Over time, your body learns to adapt by increas-
ing sweat production, conserving body salt and reducing 
cardiovascular stress. Keep in mind, if you’re away from 
work for a few days or if you experience a period of cooler 
temperatures while working, you may need to re-acclimate 
yourself before you try to work the full shift in hot condi-
tions.

Preventing Heat Stress

Consider the tips below to aid in the prevention of heat 
stress:

Proper clothing. Clean, loose-fitting clothing that allows 
airflow should be worn in hot or humid conditions.

Fluid replacement. Replace lost fluids by drinking cool 
water. Take in fluids on a regular basis. Often, by the time 

Need help?      Contact the Employee Assistance Program      800.327.2251      www.bhsonline.com

continued on page 24
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ATF Remembers Our Fallen Heroes:
Line of Duty Deaths This Month in History

Name of Agent End of Watch
Vaughn E. Grant June 1, 1926
Dale M. Harbolt June 7, 1976
Albert L. Brown June 9, 1930
Charles C. Rouse June 12, 1927
Jack E. Kenford June 14, 1932

Posie L. Flinchum June 17, 1930
Melvin J. Clark June 17, 1947
Warren Frahm June 18, 1928

William F. Porter June 19, 1925
Harry Elliot June 22, 1933

Charles O. Sterner June 25, 1922
Lawrence A. Mommer June 27, 1929

William L. Polk June 28, 1953
Horatio M. Stetson June 29, 1924
Frank Matuskowitz June 30, 1920

Roy Shafer June 30, 1930

you are thirsty, you are already beginning to experience the 
early symptoms of heat stress.

Work schedule. Avoid heavy physical activity during the 
hottest parts of the day. Increase the frequency and duration 
of rest breaks.

Monitoring. Monitor the environment and the individuals 
around you for susceptibility to heat stress. Develop a “bud-
dy system” to check on each other periodically to look for 
signs of heat stress.

Education. It is important to understand the dangers of heat 
stress, how to recognize symptoms, and how to decrease 
your risks of developing heat stress.

TOO HOT
UNDER THE COLLAR?

NEED TO KNOW
HOW TO STAY COOL?

To learn more about how to prevent 
and treat heat stress, please visit:

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/
heatstress/

HEAT STRESS, from page 23
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New Hires, Welcome to ATF!

Positions listed are management/supervisory positions only.

Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Branch

Employee Title Job Location
Blass, Jonathan R. Telecommunications Specialist (Radio) OST Field Comms Svcs, Chicago
Lennon, George D. Deputy Assistant Director PGA
Martin, David M. Intelligence Research Specialist Charleston, WV Field Ofc
Martinson, Hilary L. Attorney Advisor Chief Counsel (Admin/Ethics)
Richardson, Jeremy W. Intelligence Research Specialist New Orleans IV (Intel)

Employee From To
Arbogast, Beth A. Learning Systems Program Specialist, HRPD Chief, Systems Administration Branch, HRPD
Awe, Philip A. RAC, Detroit III (Arson) Resident Agent in Charge, Detroit IV (Arson)
Beverly,Theresa M. Staff Accountant, OM Section Chief, OM
Bullock, Debbie Drake Chief of Staff, OPRSO ASAC, Charlotte Field Division
Fox, Joseph A. Program Analyst, Alcohol & Tobacco Div Br Chief, Alcohol & Tobacco Enforcement Branch
Herndon Jr,Roland H. RAC, Detroit IV (FIT Trafficking) Group Supv, Detroit IV
Kingery, Max M. Firearms Enforcement Officer, Firearms Tech, EPS Deputy Chief, Firearms Tech, EPS
Livingston, Deborah L. Program Mgr/Operations Ofcr, OM Division Chief, Resource Mgmt Br, OM
Lugo Jr, Augustine Baton Rouge Field Ofc Resident Agent in Charge, Springfield, MO Field Ofc
Martin, James P. RAC/Group Supv, Worcester, Mass Resident Agent in Charge, Springfield, Mass
McCree, Fidel E. Special Agent, Exec Prot Br Group Supv, McAllen III
Plemons, Kent D. Special Agent, Seattle III (A&E) Group Supv, Seattle IV
Price, Joseph T. Special Agent, Wheeling Satellite Ofc Resident Agent in Charge, Pittsburgh II
Snyder, Jill A. Group Supv, San Diego IV ASAC, Miami Field Division
Soranno, Donald J. Division Chief, National Explosives Task Force Division Chief, Firearms Operations Division
Stargel, Scott Chief, N-FOCIS Branch Deputy Division Chief, NTC
Tomlinson, Kenneth J. Special Agent (DOO), Los Angeles Resident Agent in Charge, Los Angeles II

Moves

Submitted by Human Resources Division, Benefits and Workforce Flexibilities Branch

Employee Position Location Govt. Service
Michael G. Casey Resident Agent in Charge Downers Grove II Field Office 25 years
Kelvin N. Crenshaw Special Agent in Charge Seattle Field Division 25 years
Joseph Robert Hanlin Supervisory Expl Enf Officer Explosives Technology Branch (Atlanta) 22 years
Charles W. Humphrey Criminal Investigator OPRSO, Internal Affairs Division 30 years
Richard I. Issa Criminal Investigator Birmingham I Field Office 29 years
Neil P. Kelly Group Supervisor Jacksonville II Field Office 24 years
Patrick J. McConnell Industry Operations Investigator Charlotte IV (Intelligence) 31 years
James D. Powell Supervisory EEO Explosives Technology Branch (Walnut Creek) 26 years
Phyllis K. Root-Fraidenburg Investigative Analyst Flint Field Office 33 years
David S. Shatzer Explosives Enforcement Officer Nat’l Center for Explosives Training & Research 29 years
Kent R. Slay Criminal Investigator Pensacola Field Office 26 years
Margaret G. Tangenberg HR Specialist (Recruitment) HRPD, Professional Technical Staffing Branch 51 years

Recent Retirements


