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2012-2013 Class Graduates from ATF’s National Firearms 
Examiner Academy 
By Sheila Hopkins, Acting Program Manager, National Firearms Examiner Academy 

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) National Firearms Examiner Academy (NFEA) graduated 
its 2012-2013 class after a year-long training program conducted by ATF’s National Laboratory Center (NLC).  Students were 
provided training for apprentice/entry level firearm and toolmark examiners from federal, state and local law enforcement agen-
cies.  The curriculum included fundamentals of firearm and toolmark examination and serves as the foundation for supervised 
development into qualified examiners. 

“As graduates of the NFEA, your newly acquired skills will play a critical role in directly helping reduce violent crime in your 
communities,” said ATF Assistant Director H. Richard Holgate, Office of Science and Technology/Chief Information Officer.  
“What you have learned will go hand-in-hand with ATF’s new Frontline strategy that includes keying in on some of the most 
violent communities in the nation and focusing investigations on those individuals who are at the core of the violence.  Your skills 
will make you a stronger ally in our collective fight against violent crime.”  

This year’s graduates of the National Firearms Examiner Academy are pictured, along with
Assistant Director Richard Holgate; Deputy Assistant Director Greg Czarnopys;

Acting Program Manager Sheila Hopkins; Jodi Marsanopoli, NFEA Laboratory Coordinator;
Jennifer Owens, NFEA Instructor; and John Dillon, former president of AFTE. 

(Photo courtesy Boyd Craun)
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Inside ATF Newsletter Goes Electronic
 
Inside ATF is now posted on the ATF intraweb; it is no longer distrib-
uted to employees in hard copy format.

Retirees who wish to continue receiving the newsletter should sign 
up at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/subscribe.
html?code=USATF_55 

Retirees who do not have Internet access and wish to continue 
receiving a copy of the newsletter by mail should write to Inside ATF, 
ATF, Office of Public and Governmental Affairs, Mail Stop 5.S-144, 
99 New York Ave., N.E., Washington, DC 20226.
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Members of the September 13th graduating class include students:  Samantha 
Berghorn, Onondaga County Center for Forensic Sciences, Syracuse, NY; 
Apryl Brown, Kern Regional Crime Laboratory, Bakersfield, CA; Louis Day, 
Baton Rouge Police Department, Baton Rouge, LA; Laura Hollenbeck, Win-
ston-Salem Police Department, Winston-Salem, NC; Darin Marcinkiewicz, 
St. Louis County Police Department, Clayton, MO; Sean McElrath, New 
Orleans Police Department, New Orleans, LA; Scott Powers, St. Tammany 
Parish Sheriff’s Office, Covington, LA; Elaine Pulido, Solano County Dis-
trict  Attorney’s Office, Fairfield, CA; Melinda Raines, Scottsdale Police De-
partment Crime Lab, Scottsdale, AZ; Blake Reta, West Virginia State Police 
Forensic Laboratory, South Charleston, WV; Jonathan Wickwire, Michigan 
State Police, Sterling Heights, MI; and Aaron Zirzow, Minneapolis Police 
Department, Minneapolis, MN.

The NFEA class, held from October 2012-September 2013, included instruc-
tion on laboratory protocol, safety and ethics, as well as standards that govern 
the admissibility of expert testimony in court.  Students received training in 
the history of black powder; the evolution of early firearms; modern ammu-
nition and its evolution and manufacturing; and microscopy and instrumen-
tation.  Additional classes covered firearm identification; manufacturing of 
modern firearms; preliminary examination of firearms; bullet, cartridge case 
and shot shell examination and comparison; toolmark examination, compari-
son and identification; restoration of obliterated markings and terminal bal-
listics; gunshot residue; shot patterns; bullet path analysis.

In order for students to graduate from the program they must satisfactorily 
complete all course work and a research project relating to the forensic firearms discipline.  Students accomplish and fi-
nalize their research project concurrently with their training.  Research provides a foundation for the students to become 
more knowledgeable in their field as well as provide an excellent resource for other firearm and toolmark examiners.  In 

the final phase of training, students present their research 
projects to their peers and a panel of experienced firearm 
and tool mark examiners. Each year the panel selects one 
presentation to represent the NFEA at the annual Associa-
tion of Firearms and Toolmark Examiners (AFTE) Train-
ing Seminar.  This year the panel selected Ms. Melinda 
Raines’ presentation on “The Effects of Frangible Am-
munition on the Structure of Striae Created by a Rifled 
Barrel and the Value of Frangible Ammunition for Exami-
nation,” to be presented at AFTE in Seattle, Washington 
in May 2014. Ms. Raines is employed by the Scottsdale 
Police Department, Scottsdale, Arizona. 

Upon successful completion of the program, NFEA grad-
uates will continue approximately an additional year of 
training at their home laboratories before they can inde-
pendently and completely examine and compare physical 
evidence relating to firearms and tool mark identification; 
independently reach conclusions and render opinions re-
lating to their examinations and comparisons; and provide 
expert testimony in a professional and impartial manner.  
The NFEA’s standardized program with the support of the 
National Institute of Justice is conducted at ATF’s NLC. 
The next class is scheduled to begin in October.

Assistant Director Holgate
addressed the group.

(Photo courtesy Boyd Craun)

John Dillon, Former AFTE President, presented
Melinda Raines of Scottsdale PD with the award

for best research project.  
(Photo courtesy Boyd Craun)

NFEA, from page 1
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Performance Improvement Society Honors ATF’s Dr. Molly 
Wankel:  Performance Expert Applies 30 Years of Know-
How to Make ATF a Better Place to Work
By Sally Brown, Writer-Editor, ATF National Academy

continued on page 5

The Potomac Chapter of the International Society for Per-
formance Improvement (ISPI) recently honored Dr. Mary 
Jane (Molly) Wankel, of ATF’s Center for Talent Solutions 
(CTS), with its Honorary Life Membership Award.  The 
criteria for the award are demanding, with the local orga-
nization only giving it to members who have made signif-
icant contributions to the chapter and the field of human 
performance technology.  ISPI, a non-profit group founded 
in 1962, is dedicated to improving 
productivity and performance in 
the workplace through the use of 
human performance technology.  
Its membership comprises perfor-
mance improvement professionals 
in the United States and Canada, 
as well as 40 other nations.  The 
Potomac Chapter is one of ISPI’s 
oldest, and its 75 members come 
from Maryland, Virginia, and the 
District of Columbia.  Dr. Wankel 
has served in a number of leader-
ship roles in the chapter, including 
two terms as president.  Since the 
chapter’s inception, only twelve 
members have received this desig-
nation, and Dr. Wankel is the first 
to receive it since 2005.  Asked 
how she felt when she got notice of 
the designation, Dr. Wankel said, 
“I was very surprised to receive 
it—it’s such an honor!”  

Dr. Wankel has worked in ATF’s 
Human Resources and Profession-
al Development (HRPD) as an in-
structional systems specialist for 5 
years.  She arrived at Headquarters 
ready to contribute, with 30 years 
of experience in the public and pri-
vate sector in addition to a Ph.D. 
in administration, curriculum and 
instruction from the University 
of Nebraska, a master’s degree in 
radio, TV and film from Indiana 
State, and a bachelor’s of science 
degree in speech from East Ten-
nessee State.

Dr. Wankel’s current focus in the Center for Talent Solutions 
is competency development and employee engagement.  
Presently she is working with the Office of Enforcement 
Programs and Services to build a competency model for 
legal instrument examiners.  Competencies are the knowl-
edge, skills, behaviors, personal attributes and other char-

Dr.  Molly Wankel was awarded an Honorary Life Membership
by the International Society for Performance Improvement.

(Photo courtesy Boyd Craun)
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TALENT, from page 4

acteristics needed for successful performance of a job.  A 
well-defined competency model, based on a comprehensive 
analysis of the tasks and performance expectations associ-
ated with a job, can be used to improve the consistency, 
quality and effectiveness of recruitment, selection, develop-
ment, performance management, and succession planning 
processes.   

Another factor influencing how an organization performs 
is its level of employee engagement.  Employees who are 
emotionally invested in their agency’s mission – engaged – 
are committed to their work, are enthusiastic about it, and 
are twice as likely to be high performers.  Remember those 
annual Employee Viewpoint Surveys you’re asked to fill 
out?  Dr. Wankel and her co-workers in the CTS analyze the 
responses and work with ATF offices on the development 
of action plans to identify the engagement barrier, problem, 
or deficiency and devise short- and long-term solutions to 
address it. 

Prior to joining the CTS, Dr. Wankel worked in the Learn-

ing Systems Management Division, where she was influen-
tial in the first efforts to gain accreditation from the Federal 
Law Enforcement Training Accreditation board for some of 
ATF’s training programs, most recently the basic training at 
the ATF National Academy.  Many of the evaluation tools 
ATF uses to assess the quality and effectiveness of its train-
ing and development programs were created by Dr. Wankel.  
She also has been instrumental in the creation of a number 
of training courses.  One standout project that Dr. Wankel 
worked on was the JUST NCIC/NLETS Trainer/Terminal 
Operator Recertification Course.  (That’s the Department of 
Justice Telecommunications System’s National Crime In-
formation Center and the National Law Enforcement Tele-
communications Systems—basically, the databases where 
law enforcement officers check criminal records.)  Dr. Wan-
kel served as project lead to convert this course from a 2-day 
in-person training session to a half-hour online course.  This 
was done by distilling the course down to its essential con-
tent and providing links to optional online content such as 
job aids, manuals, and other helpful documents.  The con-
version saved the Department millions of dollars in travel 
expenses by eliminating the need for the 10,000-plus NCIC/

NLETS users (which include many ATF employees) 
to travel to Washington, DC, for in-person training.  

Wendy Frederick, Chief of the Center for Talent 
Solutions, is delighted to have Dr. Wankel on staff.  
“She has tremendous experience in learning and de-
velopment in [the field of human] performance from 
both the public and private sectors.  She tackles every 
project very enthusiastically...and she is very dedicat-
ed,” says Ms. Frederick.  The chief described how Dr. 
Wankel “loves to go out and bring back things she 
thinks are going to help us.  She is a great resource 
and always looking for new ideas.” 

Dr. Wankel agrees that her association with ISPI has 
greatly benefited her work at ATF.  Referring to her 
membership, she notes that, “I stay informed of the 
latest instructional systems design and human per-
formance theories and models and their applications.  
I discover how the latest technologies, like mobile 
devices, are used to support learning and job perfor-
mance through demonstrations of such uses.  I get 
to network with other professionals in my field and 
learn how they solve similar performance problems.”

The mission of the Center for Talent Solutions is 
“to lead efforts to build and sustain ATF as a high-
performing organization by providing data, tools, 
and technologies that enlighten and drive workforce 
decisions.”  That’s a tall order, but it’s clear that Dr. 
Wankel—with a strong set of competencies herself—
is fully engaged in helping make ATF a better place 
to work and a better organization overall.

Dr. Wankel was honored for her accomplishments in 
human performance technology.

(Photo courtesy Boyd Craun)
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A ARTS:  CFC charities support every kind of arts, including visual, theater, and every kind of music.  
Whatever art form you prefer, a CFC donation can help ensure your community’s access to the arts. 

B BICYCLE:  A bicycle can be an affordable way to get to school, or a way to get medical care and edu-
cation into a rural area.  One CFC charity recycles used bicycles and distributes them to those in need.

C CHILDREN:  Through CFC, you could help a child grow into a successful adult.  A variety of organi-
zations provide schooling or extracurricular opportunities, at home and in other countries.

D DOGS:  Many CFC organizations help “man’s best friend.”  There are rescue organizations for many 
breeds, and for “mutts,” too.  You could support a search and rescue service that finds missing pets!

E EXERCISE:  CFC includes youth sports programs as well as the national associations of many sports.  
Your CFC donation could advance a sport you enjoy, or help others join the fun.

F FIRST AID:  Your donation could fund search and rescue teams, airlift supplies into remote areas, or 
provide medical services to those suffering after a catastrophe.  You can give first aid where it’s needed.

G GUITAR:  One DC-area charity uses guitars to help at-risk youth become responsible adults.  The 
youth participate in music lessons; by staying committed to the program, they can also receive a guitar. 

H HOME:  There’s no place like home.  Your CFC donation might make senior citizens’ homes accessi-
ble, buy construction materials, or provide affordable housing. Donate to CFC to bring someone home.

I INDIVIDUAL:  When you contribute to the CFC, you can tailor your gift to your individual wishes.  
Choose causes you believe in and organizations you like, and focus your funds where you want them.

J JUNK MAIL:  When you donate through CFC, YOU decide if  the charity receives information about 
you.  If you’d like to give without receiving endless requests for more, CFC is a great way to donate.

K KEYWORKERS:  CFC Keyworkers are our friends and co-workers, Federal employees who give their 
time to help the CFC succeed.  Their work helps us all to be generous, so thank your keyworker today!

L LEARNING:  You can use CFC to teach the world:  building schools in Central America, or giving  
girls in Africa a chance to attend college, or teaching job skills and autonomy to adults with disabilities.

M MARINE LIFE:  CFC’s organizations promote marine life of all kinds:  from sea animals to U.S. Ma-
rines.  You can help your favorite marine life through CFC, whether it eats minnows or wears MARPAT.

 Why should you give to CFC?  Here are answers A to Z!
By Jennifer Budden, Writer-Editor, ATF Executive Secretariat
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N NATURE:  If you value the natural world, consider supporting nature-related CFC charities.  You could 
support organizations that rescue wildlife, or save rare plants and animals from extinction.  

O ONLINE:  Many CFC charities work online.  There are support groups for people with serious illness-
es, and charities that offer distance learning for adults and kids.  Find them in the (online) CFC catalog!

P PARKS:  CFC organizations work to care for these precious little slices of nature now, and preserve 
them for the future.  You can find a group that supports national, regional or local parks in your area.

Q QUICK:  Remember that it takes just a few minutes to make a donation to CFC.  Selecting charities 
can take as little (or as much) time as you wish.  A simple online transaction completes your donation.  

R RIDING:  CFC can take you where you want to go:  from scholarships for students pursuing road safety 
research, to new mountain biking trails, to horseback riding for  people with disabilities.  

S STOP:  You can work to stop an amazing variety of bad things:  breast cancer, AIDS, child sexual 
abuse, racial discrimination, cruelty to animals, and so many more.  To do it, start with a gift to CFC.

T TIME:  Through CFC, you can give the precious gift of time.  You can decrease the time a child spends 
in foster care, fund research into fatal diseases, or teach financial literacy to first-time homebuyers.

U UNITED:  CFC has many groups united for a common goal--anything from enabling deployed service-
members to read to their children via DVD, to supporting Latvians and Ukrainians in the United States.  

V VILLAGE:  It takes a village--but what if the villagers have little to share?  Others in the global village 
must give them what they need to better their lives.  Through CFC, you can help all of your neighbors.

W WORDS:  Some CFC charities help parents of deaf children learn to communicate with their children 
through sign language; others teach people to express ideas and emotions through creative writing.

X X-RAYS:  Doctors can use X-rays to examine a broken bone or do an internal exam without surgery.  
CFC charities make this technology widely available, including in rural America and in other countries. 

Y YEAR:  Through CFC, you could support an Israeli community where Jewish and Arab families have 
lived together in mutual respect for 26 years, or young leaders mentoring at-risk students for a year.

Z ZERO:  Your CFC pledge could help bring prostate cancer rates toward zero; or place service dogs with 
wounded veterans, at zero cost to the recipients.  But the CFC clock is ticking down to zero...give now!

 Why should you give to CFC?  Here are answers A to Z!
By Jennifer Budden, Writer-Editor, ATF Executive Secretariat
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Prevention, Prevention, Prevention!!  I believe outreach and 
prevention programs are key ingredients in stemming gang 
and gun violence that plagues many of our cities across this 
country.  As a result of dwindling funds, many law enforce-
ment agencies are realizing they must eliminate or severely 
cut staffing in non-enforcement areas because there are lim-
ited resources to hire additional officers to work the street. 
Unfortunately, the heaviest hit units have been those that fo-
cus on the problem on the front end:  prevention programs.  

ATF’s current Frontline business plan is walking the walk 
and talking the talk with aggressive targeted enforcement 

G.R.E.A.T. Things Happen in Camden
By Warren S. Harding, Jr., G.R.E.A.T. Program Outreach Program Manager

by agents.  We are joining forces with local law enforce-
ment officers and with concerned residents who are fed up 
with the lawlessness in their neighborhoods.  

How do local law enforcement agencies and residents con-
tinue working together after their resources return to a nor-
mal level?  Through the G.R.E.A.T. Program and outreach!  
We believe it is just what the doctor ordered; G.R.E.A.T. 
combined with outreach programs is an evidence-based 
prescription to help cities sustain the violence reduction that 
are achieved by the enforcement efforts.  

This summer, in a collabora-
tive effort to attack violent gun 
and gang crimes plaguing the 
city of Camden, New Jersey, 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF), Camden County Police 
Department (CCPD), Camden 
County Prosecutors Office 
and the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
joined forces and are conduct-
ing investigations targeting a 
violent criminal gang from the 
Parkside area. This enforce-
ment effort is anticipating in-
dictments for these individuals 
who have terrorized the Park-
side area of Camden for years. 

As the joint enforcement ef-
forts came to a close, I worked 
to finalize plans for the preven-
tion and outreach activities to 
build on their successes.  My 
partners in this were CCPD’s 
Captain Carlin and Sergeant 
Tom Walsh of the La Crosse 
(Wisconsin) PD, who is the 
Regional Administrator for the 
G.R.E.A.T. Midwest Atlantic 
Region.

continued on page 9

Community members of 
all ages worked together
during the Day of Action.

(Photo courtesy
Warren Harding)
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First up was the G.R.E.A.T. Officers Train-
ing (GOT). On Monday, August 12, 2013, 20 
law enforcement officers began their GOT. 
On Wednesday, August 21, 2013, 10 Camden 
County Police Department Officers and 10 
New Jersey Parole and Probation Officers grad-
uated.  But the collaborative endeavor did not 
stop there. In an effort to leave the community 
with a tangible sign they’re not alone, the arch-
dioceses of Camden pitched in along with Sgt 
Walsh, the Camden County Police Department, 
Camden County Parks & Recreation, Camden 
City Parks & Recreation and ATF.

To pull off the community service project which 
took place on Thursday, August 22, 2013, I 
worked with Sgt. Elzer Agron, who serves as  
Chaplain for the CCPD, and his counterparts 
Sgt. Rodgers and Sgt. Reed.  

The morning started off with a legal educa-
tional awareness seminar for clergy throughout 
Camden County. Presentations were given by 
Camden County Prosecutor’s Office Victim/
Witness Unit Section Chief Ms. Linda Burkett, 
ATF National Victim/Witness coordinator Ms. 
Darlene Averick, and Sgt. Agron.  I also made 
a presentation to the group.  Approximately 
200 community residents came out to help; 150 
school-aged kids received book bags and school 
supplies at the Farnham Park (Camden High 
Park) event. Kids, adults, faith-based leaders 
and the law enforcement community enjoyed 
food, fun and fellowship after they completed 
the community service project of cleaning and 
painting of the pavilion. 

The “Day of Action” concluded with a prayer 
march and rally in North Camden organized by 
Community Churches Organized for the People 
(CCOP), drawing approximately 200 marchers.  
This event took place in a drug-plagued area in 
North Camden, New Jersey, from 7:00 p.m. - 
10:00 p.m. 

Through this event, the community worked 
with law enforcement to make a substantial in-
vestment in itself.  This kind of support for law 
enforcement efforts, and cooperation with com-
munities, makes it possible for ATF to succeed 
in its enforcement mission. 

G.R.E.A.T., from page 8

Above:  Participants 
enjoyed lunch

together after the 
community service 

project was complete.

Right:  The day 
concluded with a 

prayer service
in the evening.

Below:  Class 
photo of Camden’s 
G.R.E.A.T. Officers 
Training graduates.

(Photos courtesy
Warren Harding)
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continued on page 11

On September 30, 2013, Special Agent Randy Roberts of 
ATF’s Kansas City IV Field Office received an award from 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the Western District of Mis-
souri for his exemplary work on the Hereford House Arson 
Investigation. A FBI Special Agent also received the award. 
In addition, ATF and the FBI presented members of the 
prosecution team and investigators with tokens of apprecia-
tion for their work in the investigation. 

On October 20, 2008, a fire destroyed the Hereford House, 
a landmark downtown Kansas City restaurant. ATF’s Na-
tional Response Team conducted the scene investigation. 
The fire was ultimately determined to be arson. After nearly 
three years of investigation, Rodney J. Anderson, 60, was 
indicted in June 2010. Two co-conspirators, Vincent Pi-
sciotta, 59, and Mark A. Sorrentino, 47, were later indicted 
in June 2011.

On September 9, 2013, Anderson, Pisciotta, and Sorrentino 
were sentenced in separate hearings. Anderson and Sor-
rentino were both sentenced to 15 years and Pisciotta was 
sentenced to 20 years. Anderson, Pisciotta and Sorrentino 
were each convicted at trial of one count of conspiracy, one 
count of arson and one count of using fire to commit a fed-
eral felony. Anderson was also found guilty of one count of 
mail fraud. 

U.S. Attorney’s Office Recognizes Kansas City ATF Agent
for Arson Investigation
By SA/PIO Trista Frederick, Kansas City Field Division

Anderson is a co-owner of B & C Restaurant Corporation, a 
holding company that owned the Hereford House restaurant 
business. Anderson is also a co-owner of Hereford K.C. Re-
alty, LLC, which owned the building in which the Hereford 
House was located, and a co-owner of Skivers Corporation, 
a restaurant management company that managed the Her-
eford House and other area restaurants.

Evidence introduced during the trial indicated that in 2007 
and 2008, the Hereford House restaurant was struggling fi-
nancially. The struggles stemmed from the need to upgrade 
or remodel the aging restaurant and from the increased 
competition from new restaurants. Anderson sought offers 
to buy, remodel and lease the property back to his restaurant 
operating group. In August 2008, the last offer Anderson re-
ceived was too costly to make the transaction profitable. In 
2008, Anderson personally infused hundreds of thousands 
of dollars into the restaurant and was on the verge of per-
sonal bankruptcy. The sources of Anderson’s cash infusion 
included high-rate business “payday” loans, and money 
from his 401(k), his mother’s IRA and from his children’s 
trust accounts.

Anderson hired Pisciotta to set fire to the restaurant in or-
der to collect the insurance proceeds that would pay for the 

United States 
Attorney
Tammy

Dickinson 
presents 

the award to  
Special Agent 

Randy
Roberts.

(Photo
courtesy

SA/PIO Trista 
Frederick)
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remodeling that was needed for the restaurant to regain its 
prominence. Anderson met with Pisciotta at the Hereford 
House on September 27, 2008. Anderson showed him 
around and gave him a key and a security alarm code in 
order to gain entry into the restaurant. On October 12, 2008, 
Pisciotta and Sorrentino (accompanied by an unidentified 
co-conspirator) used the key and alarm code Anderson had 
provided to enter the Hereford House and conduct a walk-
through in preparation for setting fire to the building. 

On October 19, 2008, Pisciotta used the key and security 
code to enter the Hereford House shortly before midnight. 
A short time later, Sorrentino arrived with the unidentified 
co-conspirator in a white van and the three men unloaded 
14 plastic containers. The five-gallon containers were filled 
with gasoline and were placed throughout the bar area of the 
restaurant. They were punctured and gasoline leaked out, 
along with a large volume of gasoline fumes. They used a 
delayed ignition device that allowed the gasoline fumes to 
ignite in a manner that created an explosion. They also shut 
off the water supply to the fire suppression system and de-
activated any alarm or warning mechanism for firefighters 
and other authorities.

Anderson was out of town at the time of the arson and the 
company’s CFO provided the ATF with the digital video 
surveillance from the restaurant’s surveillance cameras. An-
derson’s meeting with Pisciotta on September 27, 2008 the 
October 12, 2008 walk-through by Pisciotta and Sorrentino 
were captured on the surveillance. Additionally, on October 
19-20, 2008, Pisciotta and Sorrentino can be seen on the 
video surveillance unloading the plastic containers of gaso-
line and placing them in the bar area of the restaurant before 
setting an ignition device.

About a month after the fire, Anderson requested an ad-
vance payment of $300,000 from Travelers, which provid-
ed insurance coverage for the building and contents of the 
Hereford House. The check provided the basis for the mail 
fraud charge. Anderson also claimed a loss of $962,593 on 
the Hereford House building and a loss of $1,459,505 on 
behalf of B & C Restaurant Corporation, for a total claimed 
loss of $2,422,098.

This case was prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorneys Jess 
E. Michaelsen and Paul S. Becker. It was investigated by 
ATF, the Kansas City, Mo., Police Department, the Kansas 
City, Mo., Fire Department and the FBI.

From left to right: Paralegal Specialist Giovan Aloisio, AUSA Paul Becker, FBI SA Don Lee, AUSA 
Jess Michaelsen, United States Attorney Tammy Dickinson, Victim-Witness Specialist Rebekah 

Jackson, and ATF SA Randy Roberts.
(Photo courtesy SA/PIO Trista Frederick)
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Director B. Todd Jones addresses Louisville Division employees at a Town Hall Meeting
in Louisville, Kentucky on 9/18/2013.  Director Jones, stressed several points during the meeting, 
including: making ATF healthy by hiring Special Agents in the upcoming years to match attrition; 

Frontline; and the need for employees to be respectful to everyone.

Director B. Todd Jones Visits Louisville Field Division
By PIO George Huffman, Louisville Field Division
(Photos courtesy PIO George Huffman and Acting DOO Doug Robinson)

Director Jones 
and Louisville 
Division Special 
Agent in Charge 
Stuart Lowery an-
swers employees’ 
questions during 
a Q&A session.
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Right:  Investigative Analyst Elizabeth 
“Betty” Nalley receives 25 years of gov-

ernment service award from Director 
Jones and SAC Lowrey.

Below left:  Industry Operations Inves-
tigator Eric Layman receives Senior IOI 

credentials from Director Jones and DIO 
David Johansen. 

Below right:  Senior Operations Officer 
Dee Davenport receives 25 years of gov-

ernment service award from Director 
Jones and SAC Lowrey.

Industry Operations Investigator
Dave Perry receives 25 years of
government service award from

Director Jones and
DIO David Johansen. 

Marking Employee
Milestones at the 
Louisville Field Division
(Photos courtesy PIO George Huffman
and Acting DOO Doug Robinson)
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In September, Houston Special Agents Jason Bean, Marian Kupczynski and Dallas Special Agent Matt Perry represented 
ATF and the Houston and Dallas Field Divisions respectively at the inaugural Texas Law Enforcement Multi-gun State 
Championship, both individually and as a three-person team. 

Out of approximately 100 law enforcement officers from the state of Texas and surrounding states, the ATF three-person 
team took first place cumulatively. Individually, SA Bean scored 8th overall, SA Perry was 10th overall and SA Kupczynski 
was 47th overall.  The ATF team out-performed some of the best shooters in the state, including sponsored marksmanship 
units for major local police departments. 

The competition consisted of six scenario-based stages, which required proficiency with all three weapon system disciplines 
that are employed at ATF, rifle, pistol, and shotgun. These stages required laser-like focus, marksmanship, and athleticism. 

All three SAs are also firearms instructors and they have taken it upon themselves to seek out training, push their firearms 
skills beyond what is required by ATF and dedicate their own time and money to performance on demand-based training so 
that they can bring those skills back to our agents. 

It is this kind of extracurricular participation that proves to be very beneficial in providing the best training possible to our 
agents so that they are fully prepared for lethal encounters.

Top Guns:  Houston and Dallas Agents Score High
in Texas Law Enforcement Competition
By SA/PIO Franceska Perot, Houston Field Division

Special Agent Matt Perry, of the Dallas Field Division, and Special Agents Jason Bean and Marian 
Kupczynski, of the Houston Field Division, with their first place plaque. 

(Photo courtesy Melinda Bean)
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Distinguished Service Medal and Honor Award recipients, at the awards ceremony in Billings, 
Montana.  Pictured from left to right:  Montana US Attorney Michael W. Cotter, IA Carole Holland,

Yellowstone County SO Detective Tim Siegle,
Billings Police Department Detective Steve Feuerstein, ASAC Luke Franey, SA Brandy Spasaro, 

RAC Ken Bray, RAC Brad Engelbert, SA Daniel Forster, SA James Huskey, and SAC Andrew Traver.
(Photo courtesy SA/PIO Brad Beyersdorf)

Billings Says Thank You:  Operation BAC Honorees
Recognized at Local Awards Ceremony
By Jennifer Budden, ATF Executive Secretariat

On August 28, 2013, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives presented ATF Distinguished Service 
Medals and ATF Honor Awards to several Law Enforce-
ment Officers for their work on a long-term undercover op-
eration conducted in Billings.  

In July 2010, ATF opened Operation BAC (Billings Area 
Criminals) in response to a wave of violent shootings in and 
around Billings, Montana.  The shootings arose from the 
narcotics and firearms trafficking activities of a small group 

of criminals who had eluded conventional law enforcement 
efforts to bring them to justice.  ATF’s Billings Field Office 
developed and put into action a plan to target the offenders 
through intelligence-led policing, with special agents work-
ing undercover with the suspects.  Other agents directed, 
monitored, and supported the investigation, while the task 
force officers handled surveillance and security for the un-
dercover activities, evidence collection, and interviews, and 

continued on page 16
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the investigative analyst provided critical intelligence and 
administrative support throughout the investigation. 

In all, a whopping 165 undercover operations were carried 
out during Operation BAC.  On November 30, 2011, the 
undercover portion of the operation ended with the success-
ful take-down of two home invasion crews and the arrests 
of other targets for an array of firearms and narcotics viola-
tions.  The awardees spent all of 2012 pursuing these cases 
through the Federal criminal justice system, securing the 
indictment, conviction, and sentencing of 25 investigation 
targets on Federal charges ranging from being prohibited 
persons possessing firearms, possessing stolen firearms, 
narcotics trafficking, use of firearms in violent crimes, and 
robbery.  The fortitude, dedication, expertise, and courage 
that they devoted to Operation BAC brought to an end the 
activities of a small but extremely dangerous group of vio-
lent criminals who had preyed with impunity on the citizens 
of Billings and surrounding neighborhoods.

The awards ceremony was held at the James F. Battin, 
United States Federal Court House, in the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office.  The awards were presented by Special Agent in 
Charge Andrew Traver, ATF Denver Field Division, and 
Assistant Special Agent in Charge Luke Franey, ATF Den-
ver Field Division.  “These august awards represent the 
well-deserved recognition of the intense commitment, pro-
fessionalism, and dedication of these individuals in carrying 
out ATF’s core criminal investigation missions in concert 
with our law enforcement partners in order to enhance the 
safety and security of this community,”  said Denver Spe-
cial Agent in Charge Andrew Traver.  “The ultimate pros-

ecution outcomes of Operation BAC, “Billings Area Crimi-
nals”, demonstrate that potentially dangerous, recidivist 
criminals are not restricted to major metropolitan areas such 
as Chicago and Los Angeles, and that a concerted, coopera-
tive effort by law enforcement and prosecutors can and will 
deliver an immediate and enduring impact to the targeted 
criminal element.” 

“The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives’ number one priority is to fight violent crime.  That 
is ATF’s job, that is what they do, and they do it very well.  
Each of the individuals honored today merit the ATF Dis-
tinguished Service Medal and the ATF Honor Award.  These 
awards are awarded to individuals who have performed an 
act of exceptional merit while participating in an extended 
and dangerous undercover assignment, here the Billings 
Area Criminals operation.”  said Michael W. Cotter, Unit-
ed States Attorney.  “Each recipient of these awards today 
epitomizes all of the qualities expected of such recipients 
because each has demonstrated exceptional skill, ingenuity, 
loyalty, and devotion in the execution of their duties. This 
community is a safer place because of the important work 
provided by these award recipients.” 

In addition, Senator Max Baucus, Senator Jon Tester, and 
Congressman Steve Daines each presented a letter of com-
mendation to each of the individuals acknowledging their 
continuous hard work and dedication to make Montana 
communities safer and a better place to live.  Attending the 
awards presentation and extending their gratitude from the 
community for the recipients’ great work were Billings Po-
lice Chief Rich St. John, Yellowstone County Sheriff Mike 
Linder, Yellowstone County Commissioner Bill Kennedy, 
Mayor Tom Hanel, and U.S. Attorney Michael W. Cotter.

BAC, from page 15

Washington Field Division Puts ATF Applicants to the Test
By Division Operations Officer Hiram Andrades, Washington Field Division

The Office of Human Resources and Professional Develop-
ment (HRPD) has designated the Washington Field Divi-
sion as a regional testing center for the Physical Task Test 
(PTT).  The PTT consists of sit-ups, push-ups and a 1.5-
mile run.    All scores are derived from age- and gender-
based standards posted as the United States Marshals Ser-
vice’s Fitness Standards minimum scores for push-ups and 
sit-ups.  These standards have been used since 1984.  The 
1.5-mile run standards are based on the FLETC Physical 
Efficiency Battery (PEB) scores at the 50th percentile.  De-
tailed information on test standards is located in the yellow 
box at the end of this article.

Special agents from the Washington and Baltimore Field 
Divisions began putting the ATF applicants through their 
paces bright and early.  They administered the PTT to a to-
tal of 76 applicants on October 16, 18, and 21, 2013, from 
7:00 to 8:20 a.m. at Farmwell Middle School in Ashburn, 
Va., and also on October 22, 2013, from 7:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
at Centreville High School in Clifton, Va.  The PTT was 
administered to approximately 20 applicants per day.  These 
events were completed successfully and without injuries to 
the applicants or ATF personnel.

continued on page 17
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WOULD YOU PASS THE TEST?
ATF Physical Task Test (PTT) Standards Scoring Chart

Male, age 21 to 29 (at time of test) 
Minimum score for the 1.5-mile run........…………12 minutes, 16 seconds (12:16)
Minimum push-ups performed in 1 minute…….....33
Minimum sit-ups performed in 1 minute………......40

Male, age 30 to 39 (at time of test) 
Minimum score for the 1.5-mile run………………..13 minutes, 30 seconds (13:30)
Minimum push-ups performed in 1 minute….........27
Minimum sit-ups performed in 1 minute……..…....36

Male, age 40 (at time of test) 
Minimum score for the 1.5-mile run………….……14 minutes, 34 seconds (14:34) 
Minimum push-ups performed in 1 minute.……....21
Minimum sit-ups performed in 1 minute…....….....31

Female, age 21 to 29 (at time of test) 
Minimum score for the 1.5-mile run………………16 minutes, 07 seconds (16:07)
Minimum push-ups performed in 1 minute….…...16
Minimum sit-ups performed in 1 minute…….…....35

Female, age 30 to 39 (at time of test)  
Minimum score for the 1.5-mile run………………17 minutes, 38 seconds (17:38)
Minimum push-ups performed in 1 minute………14
Minimum sit-ups performed in 1 minute………....27

Female, age 40 (at time of test)  
Minimum score for the 1.5-mile run………………18 minutes, 18 seconds (18:18)
Minimum push-ups performed in 1 minute………11
Minimum sit-ups performed in 1 minute……........22

Minimum standards are defined and posted at www.atf.gov.  

PTT, from page 16

Right:  Special Agent Samuel Katz
counts push-ups for an applicant.

(Photo courtesy DOO Hiram Andrades)

Special Agent in Charge Carl Vasilko of the Washington 
Field Division said, “I want to thank all of the ATF person-
nel that assisted with the PTT.  It speaks to the caliber of 
special agents in the Baltimore and Washington Field Divi-
sions that they volunteered and were willing to assist with 
this successful endeavor.”
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“The Finest ATF Has To Offer”:  Atlanta Agents Honored 
For Their Contribution to Gang Prosecution in Kansas
By IOI/PIO Regina Milledge, Atlanta Field Division

Special Agents Jon Judkins and Daniel Arrugueta of the Atlanta Field Division were recently recognized for their great pub-
lic service and sacrifice by the United States Attorney's Office of the District of Kansas.  The whereabouts of key witnesses 
in the trial of two leaders of the Nortenos street gang were unknown as recently as three weeks prior to commencement of 
the trial on October 2, 2013.  Special Agent Jon Judkins was provided information by Wichita ATF Special Agent Stephen 
Gravatt and was subsequently able to locate the witnesses as a result of hard work and dedication.  The witnesses were Span-
ish speaking; as such Special Agent Daniel Arrugueta provided translation which allowed Assistant United States Attorney 
(AUSA) Lanny D. Welch and the Wichita Special Agent to convey the importance of their assistance in the trial.  The wit-
nesses agreed to testify, however; their status as illegal aliens necessitated that Special Agent Judkins accompany them to 
Wichita.  Additionally, their status as illegal aliens prevented the United States Attorney’s Office from providing subsistence 
payments to the witnesses while in Wichita.  Due to this unique situation, Special Agent Judkins unselfishly provided money 
out of his own pocket allowing the witnesses nourishment while in Wichita.  

AUSA Welch provided a letter of appreciation and gratitude dated October 21, 2013 to Special Agent in Charge Christopher 
Shaefer for the efforts of Special Agents Judkins and Arrugueta.  The letter is reprinted below.  Enclosed in this letter was a 
$20.00 bill as repayment for SA Judkins’ monetary sacrifice.  AUSA Welch further acknowledged the results of the prosecu-
tion of the Nortenos street gang leaders could have been far different had SA Judkins not located the witnesses in Atlanta.  As 
articulated by the details in the AUSA’s letter, Special Agents Jon Judkins and Daniel Arrugueta definitely displayed public 
service at its finest.  SAC Christopher Shaefer stated in an email after receipt of the letter, “Far too often these altruistic acts 
get overlooked in today’s environment of bad news gets all the press.”  As a result, he shared the letter in its entirety via 
email with employees of the Atlanta Field Division, and now with the rest of ATF as well.  As expressed by AUSA Welch, 
these agents represent the finest ATF and our country has to offer and ATF and the Atlanta Field are proud to have them in 
this endeavor.

October 21, 2013

Mr. Chris Shaefer
Special Agent in Charge
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives
2600 Century Parkway, Suite 300
Atlanta, Georgia 30345

Re: SA Jon Judkins
SA Daniel Arrugueta

Dear Mr. Shaefer,

For the past two years I have been assigned to the investigation of the Nortenos street gang which was responsible 
for the commission of a series of crimes of violence and drug trafficking offenses in Dodge City, Kansas.  ATF agents 
in Wichita, Kansas, have worked very closely, for more than two years, with personnel from the Dodge City Police 
Department (DCPD) in the investigation, arrest and prosecution of more than 30 gang members and associates from 
Dodge City.  This investigation culminated in April of 2012 with the indictment of 23 Nortenos gang members for 
RICO Conspiracy, Murder, Attempted Murder, Robbery and firearms charges.  Approximately 17 defendants pled 
guilty prior to October 1, 2013, to various charges including RICO Conspiracy, Attempted Murder and Robbery.

continued on page 19
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On October 2, 2013, we began trial on Pedro Garcia and Gonzalo Ramirez, two leaders of the Nortenos, who were 
charged with RICO Conspiracy, Murder, Attempted Murder, Robbery and multiple 924(c) counts.  These defendants 
were responsible for the murder on June 8, 2009, of a Mexican immigrant whom they believed to be a rival gang 
member.  The immigrant, Israel Peralta, was not a gang member and simply had the tragic misfortune of socializing 
with friends in an area widely considered to be area controlled by the rival gang.  Mr. Peralta, his brother
Faustino Peralta and two friends, Mariano Sorano and Roberto Arco, were ambushed late on June 8 with Israel 
Peralta receiving two gunshot wounds, including one in the back which resulted in his death.  Mariano Sorano was 
shot in the right leg but survived.  The other two men escaped without physical injuries.
 
Following the death of lsrael Peralta in 2009, the three men gathered with him that night had either been deported 
to Mexico (Faustino Peralta) or had fled elsewhere (Mariano Sorano and Roberto Arco).  As recently as three weeks 
prior to trial, we were not aware of the locations of these three witnesses.  We knew Sorano had come to Dodge 
City from Atlanta just days prior to the shooting so we focused our search in the Atlanta area in an attempt to locate 
Sorano and Arco.  SA Stephen Gravatt, the Wichita ATF case agent, was able to provide information to ATF SA 
Jon Judkins in Atlanta and through Judkins' tenacity and hard work, Sorano and Arco were located in Atlanta.  SA 
Gravatt and I were able to travel to Atlanta and met with the witnesses to convince them it was important they assist 
in the prosecution.  Because Sorano and Arco only speak Spanish, SA Judkins was able to get the assistance of ATF 
SA Daniel Arrugueta who translated for us and allowed us to convey to the witnesses how important their assistance 
would be.  This meeting occurred late on a Monday night in a tough area of Atlanta.  I'm sure both Judkins and Ar-
rugueta would have preferred to be working on their own cases or to be at home with their families. Instead, they 
were helping an ATF agent and an AUSA from Wichita,  Kansas.

After we met with them in their Atlanta apartment, Sorano and Arco agreed to come to Wichita to testify.  However, 
because both Sorano and Arco are illegal aliens it was necessary for SA Judkins to travel to Wichita with them.  Also 
because of their alien status, we were not able to provide subsistence payments to these witnesses while they were 
in Wichita so, incredibly, SA Judkins provided money out of his own pocket to allow these witnesses to eat while 
they were in Wichita.  When I learned about this I only had a few dollars with me so I'm asking you to please give 
the $20.00 enclosed with this letter to SA Judkins which I hope will repay what he is owed.

With the assistance of Sorano and Arco, and a number of additional witnesses, we were able to present our case to a 
jury with evidence completed on October 16.  We were fortunate to receive verdicts of guilty as to all counts against 
both defendants on Thursday, October 17, and we expect both defendants will be sentenced to serve the remainder 
of their lives in prison. If we had not had Sorano and Arco in Wichita to testify to the events which resulted in the 
death of Israel Peralta I doubt that we could have obtained guilty verdicts on the murder charges. It is no exaggera-
tion to say that if SA Judkins had not located these men and ensured that they arrived in Wichita the results of this 
prosecution could have been far different.

Aside from the satisfaction which is received from knowing you were part of an effort which will punish these 
gangsters for taking the life of an innocent man, I am encouraged to know there are public servants such as SA Jon 
Judkins and SA Daniel Arrugueta willing to sacrifice of themselves for a case for which they know they will receive 
little or no credit.  These men represent the finest ATF and our country has to offer and I am proud to have worked 
with them in this endeavor. Please convey our gratitude to SA Jon Judkins and SA Daniel Arrugueta for their out-
standing work in this investigation and prosecution.  My only regret is that I am not able to tell them in person how 
much we appreciate their work on behalf of the Peralta family and the many good people of Dodge City, Kansas.

Lanny D. Welch
Asst U.S. Attorney

LETTER, from page 18
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SA Daniel Arrugueta (2nd row far left) and other recipients of the U.S. Attorney’s Award for the 
Rude Beast Investigation.

 (Photo courtesy U.S. Attorney PAO Bob Page)

U.S. Attorney Awards Recognize Exceptional Work by 
Agents in Atlanta Field Division
By IOI/PIO Regina Milledge, Atlanta Field Division

Special Agents from the Atlanta Field Division were recent-
ly awarded by the United States Attorney for the Northern 
District of Georgia on November 1, 2013 for extraordinary 
contributions to the mission of justice in recognition of ex-
ceptional work in three superlative investigations.  

United States Attorney Sally Yates presided over the annual 
awards ceremony which was started to recognize exception-
al achievements by members of partner Federal, State and 
local law enforcement agencies.  The recipients of the Unit-
ed States Attorney’s Award were nominated from members 
of the United States Attorney’s Office and final selections 
were made by U.S. Attorney Yates along with members of 
her management team.  The following individuals were rec-
ognized for their diligence, effectiveness, and adherence to 
the highest professional ethics involving the investigations 
highlighted below.

Rude Beast Investigation:  Special Agent Daniel Ar-
rugueta was recognized for his work in this investigation 
which involved a Jamaican drug trafficking organization 
and public corruption.  SA Arrugueta coordinated providing 
a machine gun to a dirty Customs and Border Patrol inspec-
tor through an undercover agent.  SA Arrugueta additionally 

coordinated aligning ATF agents with the takedown teams 
for execution of search warrants as well as arrests and sei-
zures of firearms and ammunition.

Atlanta Blaze Firearms Case:  Special Agents Mar-
cos Bess, Rondell Campbell, Ben Gibbons, and Alicia Jones 
along with Task Force Officers Kenneth Fisher, William 
Munson, Anthony Hall, Genesis Huff, and Luis Medina 
were honored for their work in this investigation.  The in-
vestigation resulted in Federal and State indictments of 49 
individuals on firearms, drug trafficking, and theft charg-
es related to an undercover retail store operation and the 
takedown of a home invasion crew by Atlanta Group III 
Special Agents and Task Force Officers targeting convicted 
felons and other dangerous criminals who traffic guns in 
high crime areas of Atlanta.  The investigation resulted in 
the removal of numerous weapons from the streets includ-
ing 257 handguns, 60 rifles, 46 shotguns, and 10 sawed-off 
shotguns.

Police Corruption Cases:  Special Agent Aaron Joseph 
received recognition for his work in this case in which an 

continued on page 21
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L-R:  SAC Christopher Shaefer, U.S. Attorney Sally Yates, TFOs Luis Medina and Kenneth Fisher, 
Special Agents Marcos Bess, Ben Gibbons, and Rondell Campbell, and Atlanta Police Chief 

George Turner (Photo courtesy U.S. Attorney PAO Bob Page)

Special Agent in Charge Christopher Shaefer (far left) accepts the U.S. Attorney’s Award on behalf 
of SA Aaron Joseph who is currently assigned to the ATF office in Guam.

 (Photo courtesy U.S. Attorney PAO Bob Page)

ATF confidential informant provided information that led 
to a successful ATF and FBI undercover operation where 

ATLANTA, from page 20 ten officers and five civilians were charged in connection 
with providing law enforcement protection for what they 
believed were cocaine transactions. 
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On September 6, 2013, at the the Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association (FLEOA) National 
Conference Banquet and Ceremony, ATF participants met Vincent D’Onofrio, noted actor, director 
and producer.  D’Onofrio is an outspoken supporter of law enforcement, FLEOA and the FLEOA 
Foundation.  Left to right:  SA Tat Shum, Delaware Chapter President; SA Matthew Amato, Greens-
boro Chapter President; SA Francis Neeley, ATF Agency President; Actor Vincent D’Onofrio; and SA 
John Nokes, Nashville Chapter President.  (Photo courtesy SA Francis Neeley)

At FLEOA, Law Enforcement Meets “Law & Order”

Attorney Bret Puscheck reported to the Division Counsel’s 
Office in the Atlanta Field Division on November 4, 2013 
in support of ATF’s mission.  Bret was sworn in by Special 
Agent in Charge Christopher Shaefer on November 5, 2013.  
Bret comes to ATF with a wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence having worked for the United States Attorney’s Office 
(USAO), Western District of New York for 15 years.  Bret 
served as supervisor of the Rochester, New York Branch 
office for the past seven years.  Bret’s experience includes 
the prosecution of many ATF cases and he served as the 
“Project Exile” coordinator.  Prior to joining the USAO, 
Bret served as Deputy District Attorney for 10 years.  Bret 
is looking forward to the new challenges and experiences 
of ATF and the Atlanta Field Division Counsel’s Office and 
is a welcome addition.  (Photo courtesy IOI/PIO Regina 
Milledge)

Atlanta Field Division Welcomes Attorney Bret Puscheck
To Division Counsel’s Office
By IOI/PIO Regina Milledge, Atlanta Field Division
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Major Cases From the ATF Weekly Report
Compiled By ATF Executive Secretariat Staff

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Arrests Two Suspects:
On October 14, 2013, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) Special Response Team 3 and 
Team 4 supported the Phoenix Field Division in executing a search warrant and arresting two suspected white suprema-
cists and anti-government extremists.  ATF agents seized multiple firearms and thousands of rounds of ammunition.  
Drug Enforcement Administration agents seized evidence of a marijuana-growing operation.  Both suspects were defen-
dants in an ATF case in Arkansas in the 1990s.  As a result of that investigation, one suspect was convicted of several 
State felonies including the attempted murder of a police officer, and the other was convicted of multiple Federal weap-
ons offenses and a RICO charge stemming from first-degree murder.  

Suspect Arrested for Firearms Theft and Impersonating a Law Enforcement Officer — Lordsburg, 
New Mexico:
Special agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Phoenix Field Division and the United 
States Border Patrol arrested a suspect for firearms theft and impersonating a law enforcement officer in Lordsburg.  The 
agents had learned that the suspect had stolen an AK-47 and attempted to gain entry into the Casa Grande Border Patrol 
Station.  The suspect told Border Patrol officers that he was on a covert operation and needed to enter the facility.  New 
Mexico State Police assisted in arresting the suspect, a felon with multiple convictions who was found to be “guilty but 
insane” for his attempted murder of a sheriff’s deputy in 2002.  He was extradited to Arizona to face charges.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Report on Multiple Search and Arrest War-
rants — Manassas, Virginia:
On October 17, 2013, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) reported that law enforcement 
officials from ATF, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Prince William County Police Department, and other law 
enforcement agencies fanned out across Northern Virginia and North Carolina to execute multiple search and arrest war-
rants following a six-month joint Title III investigation.  As part of ATF’s investigation, a major defendant and two of 
his associates were indicted for various narcotic and firearm violations.  ATF executed two federal search warrants and 
three arrest warrants resulting in the seizure of 11 firearms, one kilo of crack cocaine and approximately $120,000.  As 
part of the larger operation, 13 additional firearms were taken into custody along with $130,000 and four kilos of powder 
cocaine.  Three suspects remain at large.  The investigation continues.

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Participates in Sweep Resulting in Multiple 
Arrests on Drug, Firearm Charges – Charlotte, North Carolina:
On October 23, 2013, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Po-
lice Department, and the U.S. Marshals Service conducted a major enforcement operation that resulted in the arrest of 
14 suspects on Federal and State charges in Charlotte.  In addition to the 14 individuals arrested, 14 additional subjects 
already in custody on unrelated charges had detainers filed against them.  This operation was the culmination of a cam-
paign to reduce violent crime in one Charlotte’s highest crime areas.  These individuals were charged with possession of 
firearms while trafficking in narcotics, convicted felon in possession of firearms, illegal alien in possession of firearms, 
and narcotics trafficking.  ATF recovered 12 firearms and approximately 359 grams of crack cocaine.
 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Assists with Investigation into Howard 
County Police Officer Shooting – Laurel, Maryland:
On October 23, 2013, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) provided assistance in the inves-
tigation into the shooting of a Howard County Police Department officer.  Department officers responded to a report of a 
man with a firearm.  The suspect, a felon, opened fire on arriving officers, striking one of them.  The injured officer was 
flown to a trauma unit in Baltimore, where he was in serious but stable condition.  The suspect avoided capture through 
that night but was later arrested.  A firearm was located in a storm drain in the area of the incident.  ATF conducted an 
urgent trace and identified the purchaser of the firearm in Morehead City, North Carolina.  Additionally, the investiga-
tion showed the firearm may have been stolen by the suspect or his associates in Morehead City.  ATF is continuing to 
assist in the ongoing investigation.
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Need help?      Contact the Employee Assistance Program      800.327.2251      www.bhsonline.com

Same Resources, Same Help, New Phone Number.
By Sunithi Kuruppu, MSW, ATF Employee Assistance Program
Business Health Solutions

Even though your EAP’s phone number is changing, Busi-
ness Health Services remains ATF’s workplace partner.  
BHS continues to provide you and your household mem-
bers with the same high-quality EAP services, including 
short-term counseling, work-life resources and a compre-
hensive web site.

What is the EAP?

Your Employee Assistance Program (EAP) provides you 
and your household members with free, confidential assis-
tance to help with personal or professional problems that 
may interfere with work or family responsibilities.

Services are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week via a 
toll-free nationwide number, 1.800-327-2251. You and your 
household members can receive up to five (5) face-to-face 
counseling sessions, which include assessment, follow-up 
and referral services. This benefit is available per person, 
per problem episode, per year.

Program Cost

The EAP is a free benefit provided and paid for by your em-
ployer. If additional help is needed, your health insurance 
plan may cover a portion of the costs.

Problems Addressed

The EAP provides free and confidential assistance with a 
variety of life issues and events. Some problems most com-
monly addressed by the program include:
•	 Stress	Management
•	 Family	Problems
•	 Child	Care	and	Parenting
•	 Substance	Abuse	Issues
•	 Marital	and	Relational	Problems
•	 Legal	and	Financial	Concerns
•	 Grief	and	Loss
•	 Work-Related	Issues
•	 Communication
•	 Time	Management
•	 Health	and	Wellness	Issues

What Kind of Help Could I Receive?

Eldercare Resources:  When it comes to finding high-
quality care for loved ones, it is important to do your home-
work.  However, with all the demands of daily life, it is 

difficult to find the time to locate and research available 
options.  Where do you start?  How do you make sure a 
provider is credible?  The answer - call your EAP.

BHS will discuss your childcare or eldercare needs, identi-
fy appropriate resources anywhere in the United States and 
screen those resources on your behalf.  We do the work, so 
you can focus on what you do best!
• Summer Camps, Tutoring, Emergency Back-Up Care, 

After-School Programs
• Assisted Living Facilities, Home Health Aides, Senior 

Recreational Activities

Legal & Financial Consultation:  Need credit coun-
seling?  Planning for retirement?  Preparing a will?

Arm yourself with the tools and information you need.  Call 
BHS to access expert, telephonic consultation with a quali-
fied attorney or financial counselor for support with a range 
of legal or financial issues.  This service is designed to assist 
in navigating some of life’s most pressing challenges:
• Child Custody, Divorce, Tax Preparation, Will & Estate 

Planning, Power of Attorney
• Bankruptcy, Budgeting, Credit Card / Debt Manage-

ment & Consolidation

Confidentiality

Business Health Services adheres to all federal and state 
privacy laws and holds client information in the strictest of 
confidence. Information about a client’s problem or situa-
tion cannot be released without the written permission of 
that individual.

How Does It Work?

Help is just a phone call away. Simply call Business Health 
Services’ toll-free number: 1.800.327.2251.

A Care Coordinator will confidentially assess the problem, 
assist with any emergencies and connect you to the appro-
priate resources. The Care Coordinator then becomes your 
personal point of contact and will keep in touch to ensure 
you are satisfied with all services provided.

You can also visit us online at www.bhsonline.com for pro-
gram information, wellness resources and health tips. Em-
ployees accessing the website will need to enter the user 
name ‘ATF’ to log on.
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ATF Remembers Our Fallen Heroes:
Line of Duty Deaths This Month in History

Name of Agent End of Watch
John Nicola October 4, 1928

John V. Waters October 5, 1922
Howard B. Oursler October 12, 1932
Anthony Maroon October 13, 1965
Frank A. Mather October 15, 1932
Ernest B. Vlasich October 15, 1932

Carl L. Rehm October 16, 1929
Julian S. Majors October 17, 1957

Murdock E. Murray October 20, 1925
George Busby October 10, 1970

J.H. Rose October 25, 1920
Joe B. Cooper October 25, 1963
Ralph A. Holt October 25, 1963
John T. Foley October 26, 1921

George E. Stewart November 11, 1923
Chester A. Mason November 12, 1932

Thomas J. Corridan November 14, 1927
William T. Balding November 16, 1932
Theodore H. Chunn November 19, 1924

Kirby Frans November 20, 1920
Jesse R. Johnson November 20, 1921
William M. Pugh November 21, 1941

Donald D. Cleveland November 22, 1936
James T. Smith November 22, 1959

George H. Wentworth November 24, 1926
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Recent Retirements
Employee Position Location Govt. Service
Loyd Russell Arey Criminal Investigator Greenville Satellite Office 21 years
Cheryl L. Basham Program Analyst Terrorist & Explosive Device Analytical Center 30 years
Nichols C. Cheremeta Criminal Investigator Jacksonville II Field Office 34 years
John C. DePollo, Jr. RAC Charlotte II Field Office 27 years
Jake A. Gonzales RAC Albuquerque I (VCIT) Field Office 25 years
Clarence P. Lawrence ATF Academy Program Manager ATF National Academy 29 years
Scott Stargel Deputy Division Chief National Tracing Center 26 years
Katherine A. Tursic Investigative Analyst Lexington II (IO) Field Office 31 years
John H. Williams Chief, ATF National Academy ATF National Academy 29 years
Wilfred Larry Ford SAC Chicago Field Division 29 years
Jeffrey L. Maggard Criminal Investigator Special Operations Division 28 years
Travis A. Moran Criminal Investigator Winchester Satellite Office 24 years
Andrew L. Traver SAC Denver Field Division 27 years
Reganold W. Turner Investigative Systems Ops Specialist Violent Crime Intelligence Division 38 years
Juan R. Valdes Industry Operations Investigator Miami VI (Industry Operations) Field Office 23 years

Submitted by Human Resources Division, Benefits and Workforce Flexibilities Branch

Employee From To
Atteberry, Thomas G. SAC, Phoenix Field Division Deputy Assistant Director, Field Operations
Avato, Steven J. Group Supervisor, Falls Church I (Arson) Division Chief, Nat’l Explosives Task Force
French, Mickey L. Special Agent, Nashville V RAC, Knoxville 
Gibbons, Michael S. Group Supervisor, New Jersey IV RAC, Camden 

Moves

Inside ATF
The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives

U.S. Department of Justice
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Moves, continued

Positions listed are management/supervisory positions only.

Employee From To
Mason, Marla L. Supervisory Legal Instruments Examiner, FFLC Assistant Chief, Fed Firearms Licensing Ctr
Mohr, Michael D. Group Supervisor, Trenton II Group Supervisor, New Jersey IV
Patterson Jr., Tyrone V. Prog Mgr/Ops Officer, Special Ops Training Br Branch/Unit/Team Chief, OCDETF
Taylor, Gary R. Firearms Enforcement Spec, Industry Prog Br Deputy Chief, Firearms & Explosives Services
Zapor, Bernard J. Deputy Assistant Director, Field Operations-Central SAC, Phoenix
Taylor, Christopher P. Deputy Chief, International Affairs Chief, International Affairs 
Degree, Eric J. Special Agent, Atlanta VII (S.A.F.E) Group Supervisor, Reading Field Ofc, Philadelphia
Estevan, Tommy E. Special Agent, Memphis RAC, Bristol
Fronczak, Michael F. Area Supervisor, Baltimore V (IO) Deputy Chief, Firearms and Explosives Industry Div
Kwak, Kenneth K. Chief, Frontline Branch Branch/Unit/Team Chief, Intel and Info Systems Div
Lane, Thomas H. Industry Operations Investigator, Santa Ana II Area Supervisor, San Diego III (IO)
Morris, John M. Certified Fire Inv, Portland Field Ofc, Boston RAC, Phoenix VII
Patrizi, Robert L. Criminal Investigator, San Jose I Group Supervisor, Columbus
Santamaria, Nilda I. Area Supervisor, Fort Worth II (IO) Area Supervisor, Falls Church III (IO)
VanVliet, James J. Special Agent, Miami I RAC, Miami I
Wilson, Randal M. Special Agent, Austin Group Supervisor/RAC, McAllen I
Buchanan, Sharon M. Management Analyst, NIBIN Branch Program Analyst, NIBIN Branch
Duke Jr, John F. Special Agent (Division Ops), New Orleans Group Supervisor/RAC-New Orleans IV (Intel)
Gallagher, Brian E. Group Supervisor, Philadelphia I Group Supervisor/RAC-Philadelphia VII
Hite, Tracy L. Chief, Counter Terrorism Division, OSII Chief, Violent Crime Intelligence Division, OSII
Kailimai, Craig B. Special Agent, Tampa I RAC, New York I
Molek, Theresa C. Management Analyst, Program Support Branch, FO Program Analyst, Program Support Branch, FO
O’Neil, Michael J. Chief, Enforcement Division, FO Div Chief, Security & Emergency Prog Div, OPRSO
Oakey, John F. Chief, Frontline Branch Branch/Unit/Team Chief, Firearms Operations Div
Phinney II, John M. Group Supervisor, New Orleans IV (Intel) Special Agent (Division Ops Officer), New Orleans 
Ramsburg, Kimberly B. Legal Instruments Examiner, Imports Branch Supvy Legal Instruments Examiner, NFA Branch
Scott, James E. Instructional Systems Spec, Ctr for Talent Solutions Management Analyst, Center for Talent Solutions
Shoemaker, Stephanie R. SAC, Columbus Field Divison Executive Assistant to the Director, EPS
Slatalla, Joseph A. Group Supervisor, Phoenix II RAC/Group Supervisor, Phoenix I
Varisco, Matthew P. Program Mgr/Ops Ofcr, Nat’l Explosives Task Force Group Supervisor, Falls Church I
Vidoli, Marino F. SAC, Kansas City Field Division Deputy Assistant Director, OSII
Wheeler, DeOndra L. Industry Operations Investigator, Dallas V Area Supervisor, Dallas VI (IO) Field Office
Winston, Frederic D. Special Agent, Memphis III Field Office Group Supervisor, Memphis III
Wright Jr, Billy L. Deputy Chief, Special Operations Division ASAC, Kansas City Field Division
Wright, Gregory O. Group Superisor/RAC, Philadelphia VII Group Supervisor/RAC, Philadelphia I
Brady, Kelly D. Chief, Cyber Intelligence Branch, OSII ASAC, Philadelphia Field Division
Casey, Daniel P. Group Supervisor, Houston IX RAC, Houston IV (Intel)
Curley, Scott C. Branch/Unit/Team Chief, Adv Training Pgms Br Deputy Chief, Leadership Institute
Grim, Matthew S. Industry Operations Investigator, Spokane II Area Supervisor, Pittsburgh III
Henderson, Frank J. Group Supervisor/RAC, Houston IV (Intel) Group Supervisor, Houston IX
Mahanand, Ram Special Agent (Senior Ops Ofcr), Baltimore Special Agent (Div Ops Ofcr), Baltimore
Roundtree, Rayfield M. Chief, Special Ops Training Branch ASAC, Chicago Field Division

Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Branch
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New Hires, Welcome to ATF!

Submitted by Human Resources Information Center, Systems Administration Branch

Employee Position Location
Bercume, Douglas A. Criminal Investigator Detroit I (PSN) Field Office
Butler, James C. Criminal Investigator Spokane I Field Office
Elliott, James R. Criminal Investigator Burlington Field Office
Fernandez, Charles Criminal Investigator Puerto Rico I (HIDTA) Field Office
Gilley, Patrick T. Criminal Investigator Miami I Field Office
Helm, Wendy L. Criminal Investigator Spokane I Field Office
Jones, Eric A. Criminal Investigator Baltimore I (Arson) Field Office
Lankford, Jason E. Criminal Investigator San Antonio I Field Office
Lee, Kin C. Criminal Investigator New York I (Firearms) Field Office
Long, Kimberly A. Criminal Investigator Birmingham I Field Office
Martinez, Alexander I. Criminal Investigator Norfolk Field Office
Ngbea, David A. Criminal Investigator Norfolk Field Office
Parrott, Demetrius D. Criminal Investigator Detroit I (PSN) Field Office
Persails, Joseph R. Criminal Investigator Louisville Field Office
Santo, Jason A. Criminal Investigator Philadelphia I (F/T) Field Office
Schweiner, Amanda M. Criminal Investigator New York I (Firearms) Field Office
Singer, Kathryn A. Criminal Investigator St. Paul I Field Office
Smith, Patrick F. Criminal Investigator Corpus Christi Field Office
Sutton, Clifton M. Criminal Investigator Corpus Christi Field Office
Swain, Philip D. Criminal Investigator Billings I Field Office
Wiggins, Dylan K. Criminal Investigator Camden Field Office
Wozniak, Earl A. Criminal Investigator Seattle I Field Office
Young, Ryan H. Criminal Investigator Seattle I Field Office
Able, Aubrey E. Investigative Analyst Indianapolis III
Brill, Grant J. Investigative Analyst Boise Field Office
Johnson Jr, Clifford C. Investigative Analyst Louisville I Field Office
Kanda, Deepak K. Building Management Specialist Associate Division Chief for Logistics
Monteleone, Jon M. Investigative Analyst Memphis Field Office
Proue, Michael S. Investigative Analyst St. Paul I Field Office
Amara, Debra A. Investigative Analyst Baltimore VI Field Office
Hess, Thomas S. Criminal Investigator Cape Girardeau Field Office
Letoi, Patricia P. Investigative Analyst San Diego I (A&E) Field Office
Pagan, Denise J. Investigative Analyst Greensboro I Field Office
Swim, Jocelyn J. Investigative Analyst Brownsville Field Office
Whittington Jr., Terry G. Legal Instruments Examiner National Firearms Act Branch
Wilson, Debra G. Intelligence Research Specialist Glendale IV
Fisher, Gary Paul Criminal Investigator Baltimore I (Arson) Field Office
Toledo, Yesenia Intelligence Research Specialist Tampa IV (Intel)
Augustine, Matthew R. Investigative Analyst Salt Lake City Field Office
Chemi, Phillip R. Legal Instruments Examiner (General Investigating) Firearms and Explosives Imports Branch
Coyle, Thomas L. Investigative Analyst St. Louis II Field Office
Green, Joseph P. Legal Instruments Examiner Firearms and Explosives Imports Branch
Oates, Joseph M. Legal Instruments Examiner (General Investigating) Federal Firearms Licensing Center
Spencer, Roderic Program Analyst Explosives Enforcement and Training Division


